YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAIITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBMUIIE

Or: aou. a.ai.H. MBka LlaxkoBa Hexoa, YHCC, xarenpa ,Ilomuronorus”,
[Ipodpecuonanno  wampaBiaenue 3.3  Ilommtmuecku  Hayku, Haydna
crnenuanHoct ,,l lomuronorus™.

OTtHOCHO: KOHKYpPC 3a [JOLEHT Mo npodecuoHamHo HamnpasieHue 3.8. VkoHoMuKa,
HayyHa cleuuagHocT ,JloauTrnuecka mkoHOMHUS (AMTUTaIHA UKOHOMUKA)” B
YHuBepcurera 3a HallMOHAJIHO U CBETOBHO CTOIIAHCTBO

1. Undopmanus 3a KOHKypca
KonkypchT € 00siBeH 3a HyxXauTe Ha Karenapa ,Jllomutudecka HWKOHOMUS,
O6moukonomuueckn (akynrer Ha YHCC na ocHoBanme 3amoBen Ne 3127/17.11.2022 na

Pexropa na YHCC. YuacTtBaMm B chCTaBa Ha HAy4YHOTO KypH cbhriacHo 3amnoBes Ne 2645 ot

13.10.2023 r. Ha 3am.-pexropa no HM/I u mexxnynaponso cprpyaauuectso Ha YHCC.

2. Kparka nndopmanus 3a KaHIHIATa B KOHKypca

EnuHcTBeH xanauaaT B KOHKypca € ri1. ac. a-p Xpucto Bacunes [IpogaHoB, KOHTO €
mpernojaBaTell Ha OCHOBEH TPYAOB JOroBop B Kareapa ,llomuTuuecka HKOHOMUS”,
Oomounkonomuuecku ¢axkynrer Ha YHCC — acucrent (2016-2018), rnaBen acucteHt (ot
2018 r. mo momenta). Toii craBa ,Ja-p mo mnojurosorus” mpe3 2010 r. B Kareapa
mllomaromnorus”, ®unocodcku dakynrer vHa CY ,,Cs. K. Oxpuacku™ ¢ TeMa Ha TUCepTaIus
»JlUTUTAIN3allig Ha TMOJUTHYECKUTE KOMYHHKAIMM U TpaHchopmanus Ha MOJIUTHKATA .
OcBeH HEOOXOAMMHS TMPETMOJABATEIICKM ONUT, KAHIUAATBT HMa U MPAKTUYECKH

IMOJIMTOJIOTUYCH OIMUT KATO INIaBCH CKCIICPT B MOJIUTUYICCKA OpTraHHU3alsl.

3. M3nbJHeHHE HA H3MCKBAaHHUSTA 32 3aeMaHe HA aKaJeMHUYHATA JJIbKHOCT
OT mpeacTaBeHUTE CIPABKHU/KApTH 3a M3MIBIHCHUE HAa KOJUYECTBEHU M KAa4eCTBEHHU
HM3UCKBAHMS 3a 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJeMHJHaTa JIbXKHOCT ,,JoueHT” B YHCC e BuaHo, 4e 1. ac.
n-p IlponaHoB W3MbJIHABA KakTO MUHUMalHUTEe HanumoHallHM M3MCKBaHUS 3a 3a€MaHe Ha
aKaJieMM4YHaTa JUTHXKHOCT ,,JIoleHT, Taka u cnerupuyHUTE KOJUYECTBEHW U KAYECTBEHU

m3uckBanus Ha YHCC 3a 3aemaHe Ha mocodeHaTa JIbXKHOCT. [10-KOHKpEeTHO, KaHAUAATHT €



npunobun OHC ,,moxTop”, cien koero myOIuKyBa KHUTA Ha 0a3a 3amuTeHara JucepTaius,
KakTo W MOHOrpadus (XaOMIUTaMOHEH TpyA) MO TeMmara Ha OOSBEHHS KOHKYypC 3a
,aomeHt”. Xpucro IIpomaHoB € aBTOp M Ha YHHBEPCHUTETCKO Y4YeOHO TOMarajio o
npobiemMaTukaTa Ha JUrMTaqHaTa MKOHOMHMKA. [IpencraBenu ca obmo 32 craTuu, CTyIuH,
JOKJIaW U APYTH MyOJIMKAluK, Cpea KOUTO: a) €AHa IyOJUKAIHs B MHICKCHUPAHO CIIMCaHHE
B cBeTOBHU HayudHu 0a3u naHHu (SCOPUS); 0) 17 myOnukanuu B criucaHusi, MHACKCUPAHU B
apyru mexxaynapoann 6asu ganau (CEEOL, Google Scholar u ap.); B) 13 nyGnukanuu B
HepedepupaHy CIUCAHMUS U KOJEKTHBHU TOMOBE C HAYYHO PELIEH3UpPaHe, KaKTO U T) eIHa
rjaBa B KOJIEKTUBHA MOHOrpagus. CBUAETENCTBO 32 KaUeCTBOTO HA HETOBUTE ITyOJIHKAINN
ca MHOKECTBO ITUTHPAHHS: 4 — B U3JJaHHA, UHIEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHU HAy4YHHU 0a3u MaHHU; 62
— B MOHOrpaduu M KOJEKTUBHH TOMOBE C HAy4yHO peleH3upaHe; 9 — B Hepedepupanu
CIMCaHUs C HAy4HO peleH3upaHe. KaHnuaarsT € ydacTBal B €IMH YHUBEPCUTETCKH U (B
HAIlMOHAJIHU HAay4HU IpoeKTu. M3cienoBaTenckara akTUBHOCT Ha KaHIUAATa € MOJIUIaTEeHa
C JlOKa3aTejCTBA M BHCOKM OLEHKH 3a KauecTBO. [locTikeHusata HaA KaHAMATa,
KBaHTU(HUIIMPAaHU B OpOil TOUKM MO ONpeAesieHH IoKa3aTelid, HaJABHILABAT TPUKPATHO

HCO6XOJII/IMI/ITC HN3HUCKBAaHMs 3a 3aCMaHC Ha aKaACMHUYHa JIbXHOCT ,,,Z[OI_IeHT”.

4. OueHka Ha yueOHO-NIpenoAaBaTeJCKaTAa e HOCT HA KAHAUAATa

OneHkata MM 3a IpenoAaBaTeNCKHUs MOTEHLMand Ha Ti. ac. 1-p Xp. [IponaHoB e
MO3UTHBHA, 3a KOETO CBHJICTEICTBAT pa3paOOTEHUTE OT HEro y4eOHW MporpaMu 110
TUCIUTUIMHUTE: a) 3a OakajgaBpu — JBe H30MpaeMH IJUCIUIUIMHU 3a CTYJACHTHUTE B
Oo6monkonomudeckus dakynrer Ha YHCC (,,Qunocogus na uxonomuxkama” v ,,Bveedenue
6 noaumuyeckama ukoHomus) W JABE NUCIMIUIMHH 3a crell. ,,JIoJuTudyecka MKOHOMUS™ B
YHCC (,,[ nobanna nonumuuecka ukonomus” — 3aIbJDKUTENHA | ,, /[ueumania ukoHomuka” —
n3bupaema); 0) 3a MarucTpu — JIBE€ 3abJDKUTEITHU AUCIUIUTHHM: ,,[lonumuiecka uKoHoMus.

Ha oueumanHama ukoHomuxka” n ,J{ueumanua noaumuxa’.

5. Kparka xapakTepucTHKA HA NMpPeJICTABEHNTE HAYYHH TPYA0Be/ My TUKAIMT
Karo ocHOBHM TeMaTu4yHM OOJacTH B HM3cieloBaTelicKaTra JEeWHOCT Ha TJ. ac. A-p
[IponanoB wu3Bnuyam crienHute: a) CHUCTEMHHM XapaKTEPUCTUKH Ha JUTHTATH3alUsATa
(EKCTIOHEHIIMATHOCT, KOHBEPT€HTHOCT, TOJPHUBHOCT), OOSICHSBAIIM  MPOIECUTE B

ChBpEMCHHUsS CBAT, 0) JlurumramHa monuThKa (IUTHTATU3ands Ha TyOnwmuHata cdepa,



IPaXJaHCKOTO OOIIECTBO, MOJIMTUYECKUTE MapTUHM M Tp.); B) JlururaiHa HMKOHOMHKA
(Mozmenu Ha JAWTUTAJEH KalWTalu3bM, COLMAIW3bM, KOMYHHM3BbM); TI) YerBbpTara
UHyCTpUAllHA PEBOJIONMS U MOJUTUKOHOMMS Ha rojemurte naHHd; a) Ilonurmdecka
MKOHOMUS Ha poboTtuzanusra; e) Kapn Mapkc n npotuBopeunsta Ha Kanuranuzsm 4.0; e)
Jurutanuszanys Ha paboTHata cuia u ObjaenieTo Ha Tpynaa; k) [lorpeduren 5.0; 3) Bumose
JUTUTATHA TEXHOJIOTMH: OJOKYEHH, U3KyCTBEH UHTEIEKT, HAaHO-, 0M0-, UH(PO-, KOTHUTUBHU U
COLMAJIHU TEXHOJOIMH W JApyrd. Beuuku Te3u u Apyru npoOjaeMHH HojeTa OT HayyHHTE
nyOnMKalMu Ha KaHaugaTta ca pa3paboTeHH OOCTOMHO M ChC CUTYPHOCT IpEeIU3BHKAT

UHTEpeca Ha 00yuaeMuTe CTYAEHTH OPaH CBOSATA aKTYaIHOCT.

6. CuHTe3UpaHA OLEHKA HA OCHOBHHTE HAYYHH M HAYYHO-NPUJIOKHU NPHUHOCH Ha
KaH/IM1aTa

XabunuraunoHHuAT Tpya Ha Xp. [Iponanos ,,ExcrioHeHIIManIHOCT, KOHBEPr€HTHOCT U
MOJPUBHOCT HAa JTUTUTAIHUTE TEXHOJOIMH, HKOHOMHUKU W 0OLIecTBa” € C M3KIIOUUTEIHO
MHOBAaTHMBHA TNpoOJeMaTuka W MpPEACTaBIsABAa IBPBOTO IO poJa CH MOHOTPAPUIHO
u3cienBaHe mo temara B bbarapus. bescrnopeH HayuyeH NMpUHOC ca OYEPTAHUTE CUCTEMHU
XapaKTEPUCTUKH (EKCIIOHEHLIMAIHOCT, KOHBEPr€HTHOCT M IOJPUBHOCT) HA AMTUTAJIHATA
MKOHOMUKA, JTUTUTAHATA MOJIUTHKA U JTUTUTAIN3ALUATa Ha 0OIIECTBOTO KaTo Iisu1o0. Jpyro
aBTOPCKO MOCTM)KEHUE € M3SCHABAHETO HA OCHOBHMS IpoOJIeM OT 3arjIaBUETO Ha
MOHOrpadusTa 4Ype3 HUCTOPUYECKU Mapajeld Ha TEXHOJOTMYHHUTE MPOMEHH MO BpeMe Ha
IIbpBata, Bropara, Tperata u YerBbpTrara MHAYCTPHAIHU PEBONIOLMU C OCOOEH aKIEHT
BbPXy HacTosmusa mnpexon oT Tpera kbM UYerBbpTa HHAYyCTpHalHA peBOJIOLMS. bux
OTKpOWJIa CBIIO aKTyaJlHHsT W 3aqbJIOOYEH aBTOPCKU TMOIJIE[ BBpPXY BIMSIHHMETO Ha
naHaemusta, cBbp3aHa ¢ Covid-19, 3a yckopsBaHe Ha YerBbpraTa HHAYCTpHATIHA
PEBOJIONMS Upe3 pas3rbpHalaTa ce AUTUTAIM3alMs Ha MPOU3BOJCTBO, YCIYTH, pa3MsiHa W
notpelieHne mpe3 MOCIAeAHUTE TOJUHM ChC BCHUKM MPOU3THYAINM OT TOBA IOCIEAMIIN
BBPXY CHCTOSHUETO HA MKOHOMHKHTE, IbPKAaBUTE U pa3IMYHUTE conuanau rpynu. OcobeHo
MHOBaTHMBHAa € AaBTOpCKaTa TOJUTHKOMKOHOMHYECKa KOHLENIUS 3a JIbpKaBara,
pasrpaHMuaBalla B ucropuuecku miaaH Jbpxkasa 1.0 (noungycrpuaneH nepuon); [bpkaBa
2.0 (IlspBa unaycTpuanna pesomonus); JAbpxkasa 3.0 (Bropa unaycTpuanHa peBOIIONNA);
HbpxaBa 4.0 (Tpera mnayctpuanna pesosrouusi). JlHemHata kpu3a Ha [IppxkaBa 4.0, Ha

KOATO CcMe€ cBUaeTenH, cropen n-p IlpomaHoB, € kpu3a, MopojieHa OT €KCIOHCHITHATHHUS,



KOHBCPICHTCH U MOAPHUBCH XapaKTCPp HA JUTHMTAIHUTC TCXHOJIOTUH, KOCTO BOAU OO IMPCXOI
KbM HOB TN abpxkaBa — JlbpxkaBa 5.0 ¢ Bb3MOXEeH Obaeny oOJUMK KaTo Mpo3pavHa,
WHOBAIlMOHHA W TIpeIIpHUeMaydecka, CKCIIOHCHIMAJIHA W KOHKypHupalia ce Ibp)KaBa C

K0JIabOpaTHBHA U MAPTULMIIATOPHA JEMOKpaIHs U 0e3yclioBeH 0a30B JJOXO/.

7. OCHOBHM KPUTHYHHU 0eJIeKKH U MPENOPbKH KbM KaHIUIaTa

Hsimam KpuTHYHU OJIeXKKH M MPETopbhKU KbM KaHIHIATa, HO OMX My 3ajaia eIxuH
MO-KOMITJIEKCEH BBIIPOC, KOMTO € MPOBOKUPAH OT JHENIHaTa TypOyJeHTHa CHUTyalus B
ChbBpPEMEHHUs CBAT. JKuBeeM BBB BpEeMEHa Ha 3aabJi0ouaBalia ce Kpu3a B MEXKIyHApOIHUS
NpaBoOB peJ, Kpu3a Ha JOCeraiiHaTa CHCTEeMa Ha MEXIYHAapOJHHW OTHOLICHHUS U
MEXJIyHapOoJAHAa CHUTYPHOCT. B momoOHa cuTyaluss MHOTO OT JIOCETallHUTE TEOpUU U
napagurMyd B OOIIECTBEHHTE HAYKH HE Ca B CHCTOSIHHE Ja OOSICHAT CIIyYBalmIOTO C€ B
CbBPEMEHHHUSI CBIT Ha KamUTAIW3bM/IIOCTKAIUTAIN3bM, JEMOKPALMS/TIOCTAEMOKpAIHs,
MOCTUCTUHA W Tp., KakTo caMuAaAT A-p [lpomaHoB TBBpAM, MOpaad KOETO c€ Hamara
npeaeuHUpaHe Ha €JHU M BbBEXKAAHE HA JPYTH, HOBU MOHATHA. BBIpochT My mpenmnosara
KPUTHYHO U MHTEPIUCIUILIMHAPHO MUCIICHE 110 OTHOUICHNE Ha TUTUTAITHUTE TEXHOJIOTUHU OT
pa3IMYHO €CTECTBO B pa3MYHU cepu Ha YOBEIIKa ACHHOCT W 3BY4YU Taka: B kakxeo ce
u3pazsaea No-KOHKPEemHo ,,080UCMEEHUsI XApaKmep HA OueumaiHume mexHono2uu” upe3
cucmemMamusupaHy OCHOBAHUsA 3a , MEXHOJ02UYeH ONnMmumMus3vm” U , MEXHOI02UYeH
necumuzvm’’? B NTONBIIHEHHE, KaK € Bb3MOYKHA peryjanus Ha ,,LOJIEMUTE Ma3apHU Urpadyu’

(kopropaTuBHH, (GUHAHCOBU U TEXHOJOTHYHH TMT'AHTH)?

8. 3axkiouenue
Ha ocHoBa Ha HampaBeHHUs TO-TOpe Mperjie] M IMOCTaBeHAaTa BHUCOKA OIEHKa Ha
MOCTIDKEHUATA B HAyYHO-M3CIIEAOBATEICKaTa M TPEIo/IaBaTeIcka ACHHOCT Ha KaH/WaTa,
KakKTO W TpeaBU] HOPMATUBHHUTE pa3nopeAdu (HAIMOHATHM W YHHUBEPCUTETCKH) 3a
npunIoOUBaHe Ha aKaJeMUYHH JUTHKHOCTH, ChbM CHJTHO MOTHBHUpAHa Ja riacyBaM ,,3a” U Ja
npeasioxka Ti. ac. a-p Xpucto [IlpomaHoB na 3aeme akajgeMuyHaTta JUTHXKHOCT ,,JIOLEHT B
YHCC mno mpodecuonanino HampaBieHue 3.8. HkoHOMHKa, Hay4yHa CIEIAATHOCT

I lomuTHYecKa NKOHOMHUS (IUTUTaTHA NKOHOMHKA) .

11.12.2023 r., rp. Codus mon. a..H. MBka [{akoBa



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

OPINION

By: Assoc. prof. Ivka Tsakova Nekova, D.Sc. (Political Sc.); UNWE,
Department ,.Political Science”, Field of study 3.3. Political Science,
Scientific specialty “Political Science”.

Regarding:  Competition for Associate Professor in the Field of study 3.8. Economics,
Scientific specialty “Political Economy (Digital economy)” at the University
of National and World Economy.

1. Information about the competition

The competition has been announced for the needs of the Department of Political
Economy, Faculty of General Economics at the UNWE according to Order No
3127/17.11.2022 of the Rector of the UNWE. | am part of the Scientific Jury for the
competition according to Order No 2645/13.10.2023 of the Vice-Rector for Research and
International Affairs at the UNWE.

2. Brief information about the candidate in the competition

The only candidate in the competition is ch. asst. prof. Hristo Vasilev Prodanov,
Ph.D., who is a full-time lecturer at the Department of “Political Economy”, Faculty of
General Economics at the UNWE — assistant professor (2016-2018), chief assistant professor
(2018-till now). In 2010, Hristo Prodanov obtained PhD in Political Science at the
Department of Political Science, Faculty of Philosophy at Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski” with dissertation titled “Digitalization of political communications and
transformation of politics”. In addition to the required lecturer experience, the candidate also

has significant practical experience as senior expert in a political organization.

3. Satisfaction of the requirements for occupying the academic position

In accordance with the presented card for the fulfilment of the quantitative and
qualitative requirements for occupying the academic position “associate professor” at the
UNWE, it is obvious that ch. asst. prof. Prodanov, PhD fulfills both the minimal National

requirements for obtaining the academic position “Associate professor”, as well as the



specific quantitative and qualitative requirements of the UNWE for the position. More
specifically, the candidate has obtained Educational and scientific degree "PhD", followed by
a publication of a book based on his dissertation, as well as a monograph (habilitation thesis)
on the topic of the announced competition for "associate professor”. Hristo Prodanov is also
the author of a university study guide on digital economy. A total of 32 articles, studies,
reports and other publications are presented for the competition, including: a) one publication
in a journal indexed in world scientific databases (SCOPUS); b) 17 publications in journals
indexed in other international databases (CEEOL, Google Scholar, etc.); ¢) 13 publications in
non-refereed journals and peer-reviewed collective volumes, as well as d) a chapter in a
collective monograph. Another evidence for the quality of his publications are the numerous
citations: 4 - in publications indexed in world scientific databases; 62 — in monographs and
collective volumes with peer-review; 9 — in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals. The
candidate has participated in one university and two national research projects. The
applicant's research activity is supported by a number of evidences and is highly evaluated.
The candidate's achievements, quantified in the number of points according to certain
indicators, exceed three times the minimal requirements for the occupation of the academic

position "associate professor".

4. Evaluation of the candidate educational and teaching activities

My assessment of the teaching potential of ch. asst. prof. Hristo Prodanov is positive,
which is evidenced by the university courses, developed by the candidate: a) in the
Batchelor’s program — two optional courses for the students at the Faculty of General
Economics at the UNWE (“Philosophy of Economics” and “Introduction to Political
economy”) and two courses for specialty “Political Economy” at the UNWE (“Global
political economy” — compulsory and “Digital economy” — optional); b) in the Master’s
program — two obligatory disciplines: “Political economy of digital economy” and “Digital

politics”.

5. Brief characteristics of the presented scientific works/publications
The main thematic areas in the research activity of ch. Asst. prof. Prodanov, PhD. are:
a) Systemic characteristics of digitization (exponentiality, convergence, disruptiveness),

explaining the processes in the contemporary world; b) Digital politics (digitalization of the



public sphere, civil society, political parties, etc.); c) Digital economy (models of digital
capitalism, socialism, communism); d) Fourth industrial revolution and political economy of
Big data; e) Political economy of robotization; f) Karl Marx and the contradictions of
Capitalism 4.0; f) Digitization of the workforce and the future of the labour; g) User 5.0; h)
Types of digital technologies: blockchain, artificial intelligence, nano-, bio-, info-, cognitive
and social technologies and others. All of these, as well as some other thematic areas in the
candidate's scientific publications are thoroughly developed and due to its relevance and

actuality definitely arouse the interest of the students.

6. Synthesized evaluation of the main scientific and applied science contributions
of the candidate

The habilitation work of Hr. Prodanov "Exponentiality, convertibility and
disruptiveness of digital technologies, economies and societies™ is extremely innovative and
represents the first monographic study of its kind on the subject in Bulgaria. Indisputable
scientific contribution is the outlined systemic characteristics (exponentiality, convertibility,
disruptiveness) of the digital economy, digital politics and the digitization of society as a
whole. Another author's achievement is the clarification of the main problem from the title of
the monograph by using historical parallels of technological changes during the First,
Second, Third and Fourth Industrial Revolutions, with a special emphasis on the current
transition from the Third to the Fourth Industrial Revolution. | would also highlight the
author's up-to-date and in-depth analysis of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic for the
acceleration of the Fourth Industrial Revolution due to the unfolding digitization of
production, services, exchange and consumption in recent years, along with all the
consequences for the states, economies and various social groups. The author's political-
economic concept of the state is particularly innovative by historically distinguishing State
1.0 (pre-industrial period); State 2.0 (First Industrial Revolution); State 3.0 (Second
Industrial Revolution); State 4.0 (Third Industrial Revolution). Today's witnessed crisis of
State 4.0, according to Hristo Prodanov, is caused by the exponential, convergent and
disruptive nature of digital technologies, which leads to a transition to a new type of state -
State 5.0 possible being transparent, innovative and entrepreneurial, exponential and
competitive state with collaborative and participatory democracy and unconditional basic

income.



7. Critical remarks and recommendations

I have no critical remarks and recommendations to the candidate, however | would
like to ask a rather complex question, provoked by the current turbulent situation in the
contemporary world. We live in times of a deepening crisis of the international legal order, a
crisis of the contemporary system of international relations and international security. Today,
most of the existing theories and paradigms in social sciences are unable to explain what is
happening in the modern world of capitalism/post-capitalism, democracy/post-democracy,
post-truth, etc., as Hr. Prodanov, PhD. himself claims, therefore it is necessary to redefine
some old and introduce some new concepts. My question implies a critical and
interdisciplinary thinking regarding digital technologies of different nature in different
spheres of human activity and it is: Can you explain the “dual nature of digital technologies”
on the systematized grounds for "technological optimism" and "technological pessimism”?
In addition, how is the regulation of the "big market players" (corporate, financial and

technological giants) possible?

8. Conclusion
Based on the above review and the highly positive assessment of the candidate's
achievements in research and teaching activity, as well as considering the normative
provisions (national and university ones) for obtaining academic positions, | am strongly
motivated to vote “for”” and to recommend ch. asst. prof. Hristo Prodanov, PhD. to be elected
to the academic position of "Associate professor” at the UNWE in Field of Study 3.8.

Economics, scientific specialty "Political Economy (Digital Economy)".

11.12.2023 Signature: ........oovviiiiiiiiiiiiea
Sofia Assoc. prof. Ivka Tsakova, D.Sc.



