YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBUIIE

Or: mpod. n-p Becenuna Mopaanosa Brikanosa,
Codumiicku ynusepcuret ,,CB. Kit. Oxpuncku®,
dakyaTeT M0 )KYPHATUCTUKA U MACOBAa KOMYHUKAIIMS;
MenveH nqu3aiiH 1 KOMyHUKalUs 1 KOMYHUKAIUA

OTHOCHO: KOHKYpPC 32 JAOIEHT IO Hay4yHa CHEIUATHOCT ,,Bph3ku ¢ 0OIIecTBEHOCTTa U
KOMYHUKAIMS B COIIMAITHUTE MEAUH‘, 0OHapoaBaH B “JIbp)KaBeH BECTHUK’’
(1B, 6p. 4 ot 12.01.2024 r.)./Hayuno nanpasienne OKMH, 8 YHCC.

1. WUndopmanus 3a KOHKypca

KonkypchT e 00siBeH 3a Hyxaute Ha Katenpa/gaxyiarer nHa YHCC cwriacho
Pemenne ma AC Ne4/20.02.2024 .

VYdyacTBaM B CbCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO JKypM IO KOHKypca ChIJIACHO 3aroBen
Ne625./11.03.2024 1. na Pextopa na YHCC.

2. Kparka undopmanus 3a KaHAUAATUTE B KOHKYypca

Mapus [TnamenoBa HukosioBa € e1TMHCTBEH KaHAUAAT B KOHKYypca.

Mapus Huxomnosa e nokrop no KypHanuctuka (Menuu 1 Bpb3KU C 00LIECTBEHOCTTA)
B [Ipodecnonanno wHamparnenue 3.5. "OOmecTBeHM KOMYHUKAIMK W WHOOPMAIMOHHU
Hayku" ot 2012 r. Temata Ha aucepranmsTa u e: ,, MUK U OHJIIAH MeIuu: oOpa3bT Ha
bankanute B chepara Ha KynTypara‘.

Mapuss HukonoBa e wmaructsp mno Ilybnmuna komyHukauuss Ha @akynrer 1o
KypHaimuctuka U MacoBa komyHukanus, CY "CB. Kmument Oxpuacku", OakamaBbp IO
Bpb3ku ¢ obmectBeHocTTa Ha DakynTeTa Mo KypHaIMCTUKA U MacoBa KoMmyHukanus, CY
"Cs. Kmument Oxpuacku". [-p Mapus HukonoBa e rmaBeH acucteHt ot 2012 1.,
VYHHUBEpCUTET 3a HALIMOHAJIHO W CBETOBHO CTOmaHcTBO, Katenmpa ,,Meauu u oOIIECTBEHU
KOMYHHMKAIUHU .

JIMCUMIIMHUTE, KOUTO BOJM T1. ac. A-p Mapus Hukonosa, ca: Kpusucen PR, Bpb3ku
¢ obmectBeHocTTa, bpann komynukamus, KomyHukanus B coumanau mpexu, Kyntypa u
menun, PR ITucane.

Konerara e xoHopyBaH npernogaBaten BbB DakynTeTa N0 KYypHAIUCTUKA U MACOBA
koMmyHukanus, CY "Cs. Kiumment Oxpuacku", KpAeTo BoAM AMCUMILIMHUTE: busHec
koMyHuKanus, [lucane 3a Bpb3ku ¢ odmecTBeHoCcTTa, KOMyHHKAIUS B COLMATHUTE MPEXKHU,
Jlururaina KOMYHUKAIUS U NTHOBAIUU.

Konerara nma npaktudecku onut kato PR acucrent B All Channels Communication.
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3. M3nbiaHeHHe HA M3MCKBAHUATA 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJeMu4YHaTa JJdbKHOCT

3.1. Konerara nokpuBa HaykoMmeTpuuHMTe H3UcKBaHus 1o 3APC 3a 3aemaHe Ha
aKaJieMHYHaTa JIIBKHOCT "moreHT" mo npodecuonanno HampaieHue OKWH B
Hay4yHa oOxact 3. ConuainHH, CTONAHCKU M TPABHU HAYKH, KaKTO CJIEABa: IO
I'pana A - 50 Touku, mo rpyna b - 100 Touku, no rpyna I' - 331 Touku npu
u3uckyemu 200 Touku, no rpymna Jl - 170 ot uzuckyemu 50 TOUKH, HIU OOIIO IO
noka3arenute A-E - 651 npu uznckyemu 400 TOUKwH.

3.2.I'n. ac. Mapus HukonoBa nokpuBa u JlonbiaHutennute u3uckBanus 3a YHCC
cbrimacHo 3PACPB (w1.20, an.5) u IlpaBunHuka 3a mpuioxeHueTo my (4 la,
an.2-3), ¢ KOeTo J0Ka3Ba KaTerOPUYHO CBOUTE MOCTHXKEHUS IO OMpEesICHUTE
MOKAa3aTeld, YHWETO TOKPHBAaHE € HEOOXOJUMO YCJIOBHE 3a 3acMaHe Ha
aKaJeMHUYyHaTa JUIHLKXHOCT "moreHT".

3.3. U3nbiaHeHne Ha KAaUYECTBEHUTE U3UCKBAHUS

I'n. ac. Mapuss HukosioBa oTroBapsi Ha KayeCTBEHUTE M3UCKBAHHUS 3a 3a€MaHE Ha
aKaJieMUyHaTa JIBXKHOCT "JoumeHT" - T8 € JOoNpHUHEC]a 3a pa3BUTHE Ha HOBU
M3CIIEI0BATEICKU HAIPaBIICHUS; YJIEH € Ha PEOKOJerus Ha ch. ,,Meauu U OOIIeCTBEHU
KOMYHHKAIIMU“ W € OwWwia HaydeH peNakTop Ha akaJeMU4YeH COOpHUK; 4WIieH € Ha
npodecroHallHi OpraHu3aluy; UMa CBOM NMPUHOC KbM PBHKOBOJICTBOTO M Pa3BUTHUETO Ha
JIpYTU OpraHU3alliu TIOCPEICTBOM H3CJIEIOBATENICKA W/WIIM KOHCYATAHTCKA JEWHOCT WITU
ype3 napyru ¢opmu Ha TpaHcep Ha 3HaHME, OWa € TOCT-TIpENojaBaTe]l W aBTOP Ha
nyOyiMKanuss B KoJeKTHMBHa MoHorpadus mo mpoekt Big Data, Digital Marketing and
Trendwatching — a new master degree program taught in English at the University of Lower
Silesia, Poland, co-financed by the European Social Fund under the Operational Program
Knowledge Education Development. Project number MO034/16; ywacTBama € B
OpraHHU3aIOHHU KOMHTETH T10 MPOBEKIAHE HA MEKIYHAPOIHU HAYIHU KOH(PEPEHIINU; NMa
y4dacTue B peaulia MpoeKTH.

Kannunaret e nonpuHecia 3a pa3BUBaHE HA HAIPABICHUETO KPU3UCHU KOMYHUKAIINH
B YHCC u mo-koHKpeTHO B KaTeapa ,,Meauu u oO0IeCTBEHH KOMYHUKAIUKA“ U 32 Pa3BUTHE
Ha HalpaBlIeHHETO MeauiHa U MHQopmanuoHHa rpaMoTHOcT B YHCC u Mmo-KOHKpETHO B
Karenpa ,,Meauu u oOmiecTBeHn KoMmyHuKauu“. Koierata uma mpuHOC KbM pa3BUTHETO Ha
MarucTbpckara mnporpama "Bpb3ku ¢ oOmiecTBeHOCTTA", WIEH € Ha peaulia eKCIepTHU
rpynu; pa3paboTuiia € mopeanla OT yaeOHU KypcoBe; JOMPHUHECTA € 32 KOMYHUKAIUATA ChC
CTYICHTUTE 10 pPEIulla IMPOEKTH; ydacTUe KaTo OOy4yuTesll Ha CEMUHApH, KPBIJIM MacH,
IUIGHAPHU CECUU, IPYTU O0YUUTETHH (HOPYMH.

C Bcuuko u30pOeHO U JekJIapupaHo OT J-p HwuxomoBa TS yAOBIETBOpsiBa
W3HCKBAHUSATA 110 TO3H KPUTEPHIA.

4. OueHka Ha y4eOHO-NPENOJABATEICKATA AeHHOCT 32 BCEKH KAHIMAAT NMOOTAETHO

Konerara uma B mpodecronannaTa cu 6uorpadust AbJAroroIuIIeH MpernoaaBaTesICKu
omut, cBbp3aH ¢ YHCC u cnc Coduiickus yauBepcuter ,,CB. Ki. Oxpuacku“ B
OakanmaBbpCKM M MarucTbpcku. ['nm. ac. HuxonoBa e paspaboruna peauua JIEKIMOHHU
KypcoBe B OakanaBbpcKaTa M MarmcTbpckara crerneH. Cpel KypcoBeTe, KOUTO Kojerara €
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Bonuia, ca: Kpusucen PR, Bpb3ku ¢ obmectBenoctra, bpana komynukamus, Komyaukanus
B comuanHu mpexu, Kynrypa m meguu, PR Ilucane, OuzHec xomynwmkanwus, [lucane 3a
BPB3KH C 00IIECTBEHOCTTA, JIUTHTaTHa KOMYHHUKAIMS ¥ MTHOBAIMH.

Konerara npunara B akajeMu4yHatra cH MpakTUKa MoJAEepHU (GopMH Ha oOyueHUe U
MHTEPAKTUBHU METOJY Ha MpPENOoJaBaHEe KaTO 4acT OT y4eOHHUS MpOILeC ChC CTYIACHTHU OT
pa3IMYHU CIEHUATHOCTH U KYypCOBE.

5. Kparka xapakTepucTHKA HA NPeACTABEHUTE HAYYHH TPYA0Be/my0JJuKALMH

I'n. ac. n1-p Mapusa HukonoBa y4acTBa B HaCTOSIIUS KOHKYPC C 1Be MOHOTpaduu, 12
nyOJIMKYBaHU TJaBH OT KOJIEKTUBHH MOHorpaduu, 2 craTud , MyOJMKyBaHH B Hay4HU
u3gaHus pedepupaHd M HWHICKCHPAaHH B CBETOBHOM3BECTHM 0a3uW JaHHM C HaydHa
uHpopmanus, 19 craTuu u 10K, MyOIUKYBaHU B pedepupanu, HepedeprupaHu U31aHus ¢
HAYYHO PEICH3UPaHE WK B PEAAKTUPAHH KOJICKTHBHU TOMOBE.

TemuTe B HayuHUTE MyOIUKAIMK Ha TJ1. ac. HuUKomoBa ca cBbp3aHu ¢ MpoOIeMuTe Ha
KPU3HCHUTE KOMYHHMKAIlUM, BPB3KUTE C OOIIECTBEHOCTTa, KOMYHHKAIMATa B COLMATHHUTE
MEJINH, C KOPIOPATUBHUTE KOMYHUKALIUU.

3a akaJeMUYHUTE M W3CIICTOBATEIICKM IOCTIDKCHHS Ha KOJerara CBHAETEIICTBAT
MHOTOOpOMHMTE LMTHpAaHUs B HAy4YHH M3JAaHUS — JOKa3aTelICTBO 3a OT3BYKa OT
M3CJICIBAHUATA U 32 OI[CHKATa Ha pe3y/ITaTHTE OT Hay4yHaTa i pabora.

6. CuHTe3upaHa OlleHKA HA OCHOBHHMTE HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH MPUHOCH
HA KaHIWJAaTHTE

OCHOBHHST XaOUITUTAIIMOHEH TPY/, MPEACTaBEeH 3a ydacTue B KoHKypca (Huxomona,
Mapus (2023). YnpaBineHue Ha KPU3H B COIMMATHHUTE MEAWH. W3M. ,,ABaHrapa mpuma‘,
Codust. 254 ctp. ISBN: 978-619-239-865-1), e pokycupan BbpXy aKTyaJileH U BaK€H Hay4eH
u mpodecruoHasien mpobiaemM - TpaHchopMarmuTe B MEHHUDKMBHTA HAa KPU3HW B JIUTHUTATHA
cpena. Hapen c¢ pgeduHupaHero Ha ONepalMOHATHU TIOHATHS, B MOHOTpadusita ca
JNETEPMUHUPAHU OCHOBHHTE MOJENIN 3a YIpaBICHHE Ha BbTpEIIHATa KOMYHHKAIHS,
0000I1IeHN U U3BEJCHU Ca KOMYHUKAIIMOHHUTE TEXHUKH, KOUTO Hal-uecTO Ce M3MOJ3BaT B
AHTUKPU3UCHUTE KOMYHHUKAIIMM;, WpeJIokKeHa € TMpUMEpHa CTPYKTypa Ha KpU3HCEH
KOMYHHKAITMOHEH TUIaH.

TpabBa na W3THKHA, Y€ U3CIEABAHETO € HAYYHO U MPAKTUUYECKH MPUHOCHO C
AQHAIM3UTE HA CIIO)KHUTE KOMYTAIMHM, KOWTO NPETHPISIBAT KPU3UCHUTE KOMYHUKAIIMH H
TAXHOTO CTPAaTErMuecKo yrpaBjieHHE B AUTUTAIHA Cpe/a; ¢ 00OOIICHUITa U U3BOAUTE BbPXY
KOHTEHT MEHUKMBHT U YIPABICHCKH CTPATETHUH IMPU KPHU3H, C ABTOPCKUTE MOJETH 3a
CTPYKTypa Ha OIpEJeNIeHH TUIOBE ChIbp)KaHUE, Ha POJIM U OPraHU3aLMOHHHU MPOIECH C
pa3nIuyYeH MHACKC Ha TEKECT Ha KpU3aTa, KAKTO U C aKIEHTa KbM €TUYHHUTE IPOOJIEMAaTHKH,
CBBpP3aHH C KpU3HCHATAa KOMYHUKAIIHSL.

C gerailIHOTO M 3aIBJIOOYEHO M3CIEIBAHE, ChC CHCTEMATHU3ALUUTE, KOHUTO [-P
HukonoBa mpaBu BbpXy CIOXKHM KOMYHHUKAIIMOHHU SBJIGHHUS U TPOLIECH, HACTOSIIUAT
XaOUIUTAIIMOHEH TPYA € Kpadka Hampea B HW3CIEABAHHATA BBPXY KOMYHUKAIIMOHEH
MEHUKMBHT U BPB3KH C OOIIECTBEHOCTTA.

KbM [OKyMeHTHTE 3a KOHKypca € MpHOOIIEH oIllle MOHOrpadudeH TPYyJ BBPXY
nuceptanusata Ha kaaauaara (Hukomosa, Mapus (2023). Kynarypuusar obpa3 Ha bankanure.
Wzn. ,,ABanrapn Ilpuma“, Codus. 211 crtp. ISBN: 978-619-239-917-7). Pazpaborkara
JOTIpUHACST KbM HU3CIEABAHUITA BBbPXY HHTEPKYITypHaTa KOMYHUKALMS, MOJIUTUYECKUTE
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CTpaTeruu, KyJITYpHOTO MHOrooOpasue M M3rpakJaHeTO Ha UMUK B JAUTHTAIHA cpela Ha
bankanuTte mocpeacTBoM KynaTypaTa, 00Opa30BaHHUETO, MEIMUTE, JINTEpaTypara, U3KycTBara,
KMHOTO, My3HKaTa, KyJITypHO-UCTOPUYECKOTO HACIEACTBO.

Cryguute ®u cratruare Ha TJI. ac. M. HwukomoBa B HaydyHu COOpHHIM H
CHEelMaIN3UpaHd MpOAb/DKAaBallld M3JaHMs ca IIOCBETEHM Ha AakTyaJlHU W BaXXHU
npo0JIeMaTUKK, pakypcH, TEPEeHH Ha eKClepTHaTa 3a Hesd 30Ha — KOHTEHT MEHUKMBHT,
MeIuiHA TPAaMOTHOCT, HHTEPKYJITypHa KOMyHHMKauus, oOpa3oBanue, kpuzuceH PR, onmnaiin
penyranus, OpaHa KOMyHUKaLUS.

HecepMHeHO, cratuure u cryauure Ha Mapus HukomoBa pgonpuHacar 3a
M3CIIE/IBAHMATA BbpPXY TEOpHUATAa M M3CIEABAHMATA HA MacoBaTa KOMYHUKAIUs, W3BEXAAT
TEH/JCHIMH, paboTiAT Ha Oa3ara Ha 3HAYUTEIHUM HAOIMIOACHUS W EMIHMPUYHU JaHHU.
[IpoyuBanusita M cucTeMaTu3aluuTe 0000IIABAT aKTyaJdHH MPOOJIEMATHUKH, OYepTaBaT
npodecroHanHu eUIUTH, TO3UTHBHA U HETAaTUBHU (PEHOMEHM NPU KOHCTPYHPAHETO Ha
KOpIopaTuBHATA MyOJIMYHOCT.

Kakto OCHOBHHMAT XxaOwiMTanuoHeH TpyX Ha 1. ac. Mapus HukonoBa, Taka u
HEWHUTE CTaTUM M CTYAUM IO Temara JIONPHUHACAT HE caMO KbM KOMYHUKAI[MOHHUTE
n3cieABaHMsl, HO UMAT IPUJIOKHO 3HAYEHHE 32 KOMYHUKAIIMOHHUTE MPAKTUKU U MTOJIUTUKH.

7. 3akiaioueHue

Ha ©6a3a Ha 1sI0CTHHS aHamWM3 Ha MpenojaBaTelIiCKaTa ¢ Hal-Beue Ha
HAay4YHOM3CJIEIOBATEICKATa JIEMHOCT M MOCTMKEHHSATAa Ha TII. ac. A-p Mapus IlnamenoBa
HukonoBa — equHCTBEH KaHAMWJAT B KOHKypca 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJeMU4yHaTa UTbXKHOCT
,JOIEHT” 1o ,Bpb3ku C OOMIECTBEHOCTTa W KOMYHUKALUS B COIMAIIHUTE MEIUU" B
npo¢eCHOHATHOTO HampaBiieHue 3.5. OOIecTBeHN KOMYHUKAITMU U HH)OPMAIIMOHHA HAYKH,
o6siBex ot YHCC, yOeneHo cMsaTam, 4e KaHIUIATHT HAITBJIHO OTTOBAps Ha M3UCKBAHUATA HA
3akoHa 3a pa3BUTHUETO HA aKaJIEMUYHHS ChCcTaB B Perybnuka brarapusi.

Konerara uma sicHO U3pa3eHu MPUHOCH B O0OTaTsBaHE HAa HAYYHUS TEPEH Ha HayKaTa
3a MacoBaTa KOMYHHUKAaIMs, B U3CIIEBAHUATA U B MIPENOJaBaTeNICKUTE IEHHOCTH B 00y1acTTa
Ha OOIIECTBEHUTE KOMYHUKAaWU M uH(popMmammoHHUTEe Hayku. C mpemojaBaTelickara CU
paboTa ChC CTYIEHTH OT OaKanmaBbpCcKuTe U MarucTbpckute mporpamu Ha YHCC u CVY ,,Cs.
Kn. Oxpuacku® 1. ac. HwukonoBa 3HaYMTENHO € ChAEHCTBalla 3a KayeCTBEHOTO
MpoeCHOHATHO W TACHO MNPOPUIMPAHO OOyYeHHE Ha CHCHHAIUCTH 10 MacMEIuu |
KOMYHUKAIIUS B €KCIIEPTHUS 32 HEsl TEPEH.

Bucokure pesynratu Ha HaydyHOM3CIEIOBaTeNCKaTa M IMpernojaBaTesickara AeHHOCT
Ha TIL. ac. O-p Mapus HukonoBa Mu 1aBaT OCHOBaHUE Ja MOJAKPENS HEMHATa KaHAUAATypa U
yOeIeHo Ja mpenopbhbyaM Ha YBaXKaeMOTO HAay4YHO KypHu na s m3bepe 3a ,,JIoIeHT  mo 3.5.
OOmiecTBeHM KOMYHUKALMM U MH(POPMALMOHHU HAayKu — ,,Bpb3ku c 0OIIeCTBEHOCTTa U
KOMYHMKAIIUS B COLIMATHUTE MEJTUM ‘.

. Digitally signed by
Vessel INa Vesselina Valkanova

20.4.2024 r. Date: 2024.04.20
Cobus Moamy@lKaNOVaA 150150 0300

[Tpod. n-p Becenuna Briakanosa



YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

OPINION

By: Prof. Dr. Vesselina Jordanova Valkanova,
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”,
Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication;
Media Design and Communication

On: Competition for the academic position of Associated Professor in the scientific
specialty “Public Relations and Communication in Social Media”,
promulgated in the State Gazette (SG, Issue 4 from 12.01.2024), scientific
field Public Communications and Information Sciences, at the UNWE

1. Information about the competition

The competition is announced for the needs of a department/ faculty of the UNWE
according to a Decision of the AC Ne 4/20.02.2024.

My participation in the Scientific Jury is in accordance with Order Ne625/11.03.2024
of the UNWE’s Rector.

2. Short information about the competition candidates

Maria Plamenova Nikolova is the only candidate in the competition.

Maria Nikolova has a PhD in Journalism (Media and Public Relations) in
Professional Field 3.5. “Public Communications and Information Sciences” from 2012. The
topic of her dissertation is “Image and Online Media: the image of the Balkans in the culture
sphere”.

Maria Nikolova holds a Master’s Degree in Public Communication from the Faculty
of Journalism and Mass Communication, SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”, a Bachelor’s Degree in
Public Relations from the Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication, SU “St. Kliment
Ohridski”. Dr. Maria Nikolova has been a Chief Assistant Professor since 2012, at the
University of National and World Economy, Department of Media and Public
Communications.

The courses led by Chief Asst. Prof. Dr. Maria Nikolova are: PR in Times of Crises,
Public Relations, Brand Communication, Communication in Social Networks, Culture and
Media, and PR Writing.

The colleague is a part-time lecturer at the Faculty of Journalism and Mass
Communication, SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”, where she teaches the following courses:
Business Communication, Writing for Public Relations, Communication in Social Networks,
Digital Communication and Innovations.



The colleague has a practical experience as a PR assistant in All Channels
Communication.

3. Implementation of the requirements for acquisition of an academic position

3.1. The colleague covers the scientific requirements of the Academic Staff
Development Act for acquisition of the academic position of “Associated
Professor” in Profession Field Public Communications and Information Sciences
in the scientific field 3. Social sciences, economics and legal studies as follows:
Group A — 50 points, Group B — 100 points, Group D — 331 points where the
required minimum are 200 points, Group E — 170 points from the required 50
points. The total sum from Indicators A to F is 651 points, and the required
minimum is 400 points.

3.2. Chief Asst. Prof. Maria Nikolova covers also the Additional Requirements of
UNWE according to the Academic Staff Development Act of Republic of
Bulgaria (Art. 2B, par. 5) and the Regulations about its implementation (Art. la,
par. 2-3). With that, she explicitly proves her achievements on the required
indicators, whose coverage is a necessary condition for the acquisition of the
academic positon “Associate Professor”.

3.3. Implementation of the quality requirements

Chief Asst. Prof. Maria Nikolova fulfills the quality requirements for acquisition of
the academic position “Associate Professor” — she has contributed for the development of
new scientific fields; she’s a member of the editorial board of the “Media and Public
Communications” journal; she has been a scientific editor of an academic collection of
articles; she is a member of professional organizations; she has her own contribution to the
leadership and developments of other organizations through scientific and/or consulting
activity or through other form of knowledge transfer; she has been a guest lecturer and author
of publication in a collective monography on project Big Data, Digital Marketing and Trend
watching — a new master degree program taught in English at the University of Lower
Silesia, Poland, co-financed by the European Social Fund under the Operational Program
Knowledge Education Development. Project number M034/16; she has participated in
organization committees for international scientific conferences; she has participated in
different projects.

The candidate has contributed for the development of the field of crises
communications at the UNWE and more specifically in the Media and Public
Communications Department and for the development of the field of media and information
literacy at the UNWE. The colleague has contributed for the development of the Master’s
Degree Program “Public Communication”, she is a member of different expert groups; she
has development a number of lecture courses; she has contributed for the communication
with students in different projects; she has participated as a lecturer in seminars, round tables,
plenary sessions, other types of educational forums.

With everything listed above and declared by Dr. Nikolova she fulfils this criterion’s
requirements.



4. Evaluation of the teaching activity of every candidate

The colleague has in her scientific biography log-time teaching experience linked to
the UNWE and to Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohidski” in Bachelor and Master’s Degree
Programs. Chief Asst. Prof. Nikolova has developed a number of lecture courses for
Bachelor and Master’s degree programs. Among the courses led by the colleague are: PR in
Times of Crises, Public Relations, Brand Communication, Communication in Social
Networks, Culture and Media, PR Writing, Business Communication, Writing for Public
Relations, Digital Communication and Innovations.

The colleague applies in her academic practice modern educational forms and
interactive teaching methods as part of the teaching process with students from different
specialties and courses.

5. Brief characteristic of the presented scientific monographies/ publications

Chief Asst. Prof. Dr. Maria Nikolova participates in the present competition with two
monographies, 12 published chapters of collective monographies, two articles, published in
scientific journals that are indexed in world famous date bases of scientific information, 19
articles and reports, published in indexed, non-indexed journals with scientific reviews or in
reviewed collections of scientific publications.

The topics in the scientific publications of Chief Asst. Prof. Nikolova are linked to the
problems of communications in times of crises, public relations, communication in social
networks, with corporate communications.

For the academic and scientific achievements of the colleague proof is given by the
numerous citations in scientific journals — an evidence of the echo of the researches and the
evaluation of her scientific work’s results.

6. Summarized evaluation of the basic scientific and scientifically-applicable
contributions of the candidates

The basic habilitation work that is presented for participation in the competition
(Nikolova, Maria (2023). Management of Crises in the Social Media, “Avangard Prima”
Publishing House, 254 p., ISBN: 978-619-239-865-1) is focused on a current and important
scientific and professional problem — the transformations in the management of crises in the
digital environment. Along with the definition of operational terms, the monography
determines the basic models for management of the internal communication, summarized and
presented are the communication techniques that are most frequently used for the anti-crisis
communications; an example of a structure of a crisis communication plan is also presented.

I need to emphasize that the research is a scientific and practical contribution with the
analyses of complicated commutations that the crisis communications and their strategic
management in digital environment are undergoing; with the summaries and conclusions on
the content management and the crisis management strategies, with the author’s models for
the structure of certain types of content, of roles and organization processes with different
crisis value index, as well as with the emphasis on ethical problems that are linked to the
crisis communication.

With the detailed and in-depth research, with the systematizations that Dr. Nikolova
makes on complicated communication phenomena and processes, the present habilitation
work is a step ahead in the researches of the communication management and public
relations.



A part of the competition documents is also the monography on the candidate’s
dissertation (Nikolova, Maria. (2023). The Culture Image of the Balkans. “Avangard Prima”
Publishing House. 211 p. ISBN: 978-619-239-917-7). The work contributes to the researches
on the intercultural communication, political strategies, the cultural diversity and image
building in the digital environment of the Balkans through the culture, education, media,
literature, the arts, cinema, music, the cultural and historical heritage.

The articles of Chief Asst. Prof. M. Nikolova in scientific collections, specialized
continuing editions are dedicated to current and important problems, perspectives, terrains of
her expert field — content management, media literacy, intercultural communication,
education, PR in times of crises, online reputation, and brand communication.

Without a doubt, the articles of Maria Nikolova contribute to the researches on the
theory of mass communication, they bring out trends, they work on the basis of significant
observations and empirical data. The researches and systematizations summarize current
problems, they outline professional deficits, positive and negative phenomena in the
construction of the corporate publicity.

Both the basic habilitation work of Chief Asst. Prof. Maria Nikolova and her articles
on the topic contribute not only to the communication researches, but also have practical
value for the communication practices and policies.

7. Conclusions

On the basis on the complete analysis of the teaching and more importantly of the
scientific and research activity and achievements of Chief Asst. Prof. Dr. Maria Plamenova
Nikolova — the only candidate in the competition for the acquisition of the academic position
“Associated Professor” on “Public Relations and Communication in Social Media” in the
professional field 3.5. Public Communications and Information Sciences, announced by the
UNWE, I am completely confident that the candidate has entirely fulfilled the requirements
of the Law of the Development of the Academic Staff of Republic of Bulgaria.

The colleague has clearly defined contributions in the enrichment of the scientific
terrain of the mass communication science, in the researches and in the teaching activities in
the field of public communications and information sciences. With her teaching activity with
students from the Bachelor, Master programs at UNWE and SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”
Chief Asst. Prof. Nikolova has significantly contributed to the quality professional and
narrowly profiled training of mass media and communications specialists in the field in
which she’s an expert.

The valuable results from the research and teaching activity of Chief Asst. Prof. Dr.
Maria Nikolova have been solid ground for my decision to support her candidacy and
strongly to recommend the respected academic jury to award to her the academic position of
“Associated Professor” in professional field 3.5. Public Communications and Information
Sciences — “Public Relations and Communication in Social Media”.
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