YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO U CBETOBHO
_TOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBMIIE

Or: npod.nu Munko umutpos [lerpo, CY”’Cs.Knument
Oxpuacku”,GKMK

OTHOCHO: KOHKYpPC 3a IOLEHT 110 Hay4yHa CHEIUATHOCT ,,COIMalIHH,
CTOTIAHCKH M TIPaBHU HAyKHW’, HAy4YHO HampapieHue 3.5.
,,OOIIIeCTBEHN KOMYHUKAIIUA U UH(POPMAITMOHHN HayKH *, HAy9HA
CIEIUAITHOCT ,,Bpb3KH ¢ 00IIeCTBEHOCTTa M KOMYHHUKAITUS B
COLIMAJIHUTE MEJTUUN .

1. Undopmanus 3a KOHKypca

KonkypchT 3a akageMuyHaTa JUIbXHOCT ,,JIOLEHT B Mpod.HanpaBiIeHuE
3.5.”001ecTBeHN KOMYHHKAMU U UHHOPMAIMOHHH
Hayku”/[IB,0p.Ne4/12.01.2024r. e 00siBeH 3a HyXAUTE HA KaTeapa ~"Meauu u
obmrecTBeHr KoMyHuKanuu’/ Gakynrer "MIkoHOMEKa Ha MHPPACTPYKTypara”
Ha YHCC cbriacuo Pemenne na AC Ne61/13.12.2023r. u Pemenue na ®C Ha
dakynret ,,Jikonomuka Ha uHppactpykrypata”, [Ipotoxon Ne41/20.02.2024r.
VYyacTBaM B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO JKYPH 10 KOHKYpCa ChIVIACHO 3amoBes
Ne625/11.03.2024r. Ha Pextopa na YHCC.

2. KpaTka undopmanus 3a KaHAWAATHTE B KOHKYpca
I'n.ac.n-p Mapus [limamenoBa HukosnoBa e npenogasarelt B karenpa ,,Meauu u
obmectBenu komyHukanuu” B YHCC, karenpa na FOnecko ,,Menuitna u
uH(pOpMaIIMOHHA TPAMOTHOCT U KYJTYPHH MOJUTHUKH 32 YCTOMYHBO pa3BUTHE”,

ot 2012r. 1o cera.

3. M3npjaHeHUue HA H3UCKBAHMATA 32 3aeMaHe HA aKaJeMHYHATA
IJIBKHOCT’TOIEeHT”.

3.1. M3nb/IHEHHE HA KOJHYECTBEHUTE H3MCKBAHUSA



Cwriacao Kapra 3a u3nbiiHeHHE Ha KOJTUYECTBEHUTE N3UCKBAHUS
KaHJMJaTKaTa ri.ac.J-p Mapust HukosoBa ycremHo u3mbJiHsIBa HAIlMOHATHUTE
MUHUMAIHU U3uckBaHus cbriacHo 3PACPB: B rpynu A,B,B,I" T uma 330,9T.
npu MUHUMaNeH Opoii oT 2001. B 1pyrure MHIUKATOPH CHILO MOKPUBA
KOJIMYECTBEHUTE U3NCKBaHUsA- T.5.ITyOnukyBana kHUra Ha 6asa Ha 3allUTEH
nuceptanuoneH Tpyn (75t1.), T.6. Ctatuu u noxiiaay, myOJIMKyBaHU B HAYYHH
u3ziaHus, pedeprupanu ¥ MHAECKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHH 0a3u JJaHHHU C
HayyHa uHpopmarwms (11T. ).

3.2. A3nbjHeHe HA KAYeCTBeHUTE U3UCKBAHUS

B Kaprarta 3a u3nbiHeHHE HA KAYECTBEHUTE U3UCKBAHMS 3a 3a€MaHE Ha
aKaJieMMYHaTa JIhXHOCT ~JIOLEHT  Ha ri.ac. A-p Mapus HukoioBa ca
PUIOKECHN BCUYKH HEOOXOAMMU JOKA3aTEICTBA 32 TAXHOTO YCIICIIHO
U3IBJIHCHHUE - MPEJICTABEHU JUIIJIOMHU U CepTU(DHKATH, PA3BUTHEC HA
U3CJICI0BATCIICKH HarpaBiieHus (4 Oposi), WICHCTBO B PEAKOJICTHH Ha
HAI[MOHAIHH/9y>KIeCTPaHHN/MEX IyHAPOAHH PElCH3upaHu crucanus (40posi),
YJICHCTBO B OBJITAPCKU U MEXKIyHAPOJIHU HAYUHU OpraHU3aIlNH, YWICHCTBA B
KOHKYPCH 32 HayYHU U HAyYHO-TIPUJIOKHU CTYACHTCKHU pa3pabOTKu 1
npodeCUOHAITHA OPTaHU3AINH , TOCT-U3CJIEIOBATeNl B YHUBEPCUTET B Uy KOMHA,
PBKOBOJICTBO U WICHCTBO B Y HUBEPCUTECTCKH IMPOCKTH Yy HAC U B UyOnHa-(6
opos) u ap. Hayunute yuactus Ha rii.ac.1-p Mapus HukonoBa BUCOKO ce
ouensBar ot CbBera no xaduaurauusa B Y HCC, koitTo ka3Ba, 4e: ,,ri1.ac.a-p
Mapus [InamenoBa HukonoBa ¢bOTBeTCTBA HA KOJIMYECTBEHUTE U KAUYECTBEHU
W3UCKBAHUS, IPUETH OT AKajgeMUuecKus cbBeT. ChBETHT IO XaOMIUTAIIMS J1aBa
MOJIOKMTETHO CTAHOBHIIE 32 TTOTCHIIMATHUS KaHIUIAT B KOHKypca U
npejJiara Ha kateapa ,,Meauu 1 00IecTBeHH KOMyHHUKauu~, (haKyJITeT
”NkoHoMuKa Ha HH(PpacTpyKTyparTa” Ja MHUITUUPA 00SBABAHETO Ha KOHKYPC 32
3aeMaHe Ha aKaJeMUYHaTa JIBXKHOCT ,,JoiieHT B YHCC”.

4. OueHka Ha y4eOHO-NIPENOAABATEICKATA JEHOCT 32 BCEKH KAHIANAAT
NMOOTIAEJTHO

I'n.ac.n-p Mapus I[InamenoBa Hukomnosa € npenoaasarea B YHCC ot 2012r.
no cera. Ts npenoaara cineanute yueOnu nucuuruiniu: Kpusucen PR; Bpb3ku
¢ oburecTBeHOCTTa; bpana komyHukaius; KoMyHuKaius B COLUATHU MPEXH;
Kynrypa u meauu; PR nucane .

Ot 2013r. 10 cera Ts1 € XOHOpYBaH acuCTeHT BbB DaKynTeTa o KypHAIUCTUKA
u macoBa komyHukanus Ha CY “C.Kn.Oxpuacku” 1o yueOHUTE TUCIUILTAHU:
busnec komynukanus; [Tucane 3a Bpbp3ku ¢ odmecTBeHocTTa; KoMmyHuKanus B



COLMAJTHU MpeXU; JIururaaHa KoMyHUKanus 1 nHoBauud, [Ipe3 2004r. T e
ouna PR acuctent B ALL Channels Communication, Codwus no Bps3ku ¢
MeINH, OpraHu3upane Ha crouTus, PR kamnanuu. Ts uma penuua
JOITBITHUTEIHY IEMHOCTH KbM y4eOHO-TIpernojaBaTescKkara Cu AeHHOCT KaTo:
YJICH Ha KoMHcHsITa 1o podecronanta etuka kbMm bJIBO; uinen va ACREA
yieH Ha IAMCR, anen na ChX , unen Ha BJIBO, wieH Ha KOMyHUKAIIMOHHUS
€KHII 10 TIpoeKTa 3a anuanc oT yauBepcuretd ENGAGE.EU, unen na
M3CIIEOBATENICKHU €KHUII 1o npoekTa Epazpm+. Ts e wieH Ha ekunure B 4
Hay4yHO-u3caenoBarenck npoektu Ha YHCC u 2 MexayHapoaHu TPOCKTH.
Bcuuko ToBa 6e3cnopHoO mokas3Ba, ue ri.ac.i-p Mapust HukosnoBa nma MHOTO
CEpPHUO3€EH IMPENOJABATEIICKU U HAYYHO-U3CIE0BATEICKHU OMUT — TS € HAYYHO
pa3no3HaBaeMa KaTo MPENOIaBaTeNl B HAKOJIKO YHUBEPCUTETH, 3a€Ma BUCOKHU
MO3UIMHU B TPOPECUOHATTHY MEUNHU OpraHU3allUU U U3CIIEIOBATEIICKU SKUTIH.
ToBa yGeauTelHO JOKa3Ba BUCOKATA M CTENEH Ha MOJATOTBEHOCT 32 3aeMaHe Ha
aKkaJeMHYHaTa JIbXKHOCT ,,jo1ieHT B YHCC.

5. KparTka xapakrepucTHKa HA NIpeICTABEHUTE HAYYHH
TPYyAOBe/IMy0IMKAIUN

[IpeacTaBeHUAT COIUCHK ¢ HAYYHHU MMyOJIMKAIIMU HA KaHJIUJATKATa [IL.ac.Ja-p
Mapus HukosoBa BKJIIOUBA: JIB€ HAYYHH MOHOTPAa(QUU ChC 3arjaBus:
”VrpaiaeHue Ha Kpu3n B conmanaute meaun”’ (Asanrapa [Ipuma, 2023) u

., Kyntypuusr oopa3 Ha bankanure” ”(ABanrapa [Ipuma, 2023).Ts ¢
npenacraBuia omie 12 riaaBm oT MyOJIMKyBaHU MOHOTpaguH, 2 CTATUH U
AOKJIAAU, TyOTUKYBaHHU B HAYYHU U3JaHUsA, peeprpaHu U UHICKCUPAHU B
CBETOBHO-U3BECTHU 0a3M JaHHU C Hay4Ha nuH(popmMauus, u 19 cratum u
JOKJIaau, MyOIuKyBaHH B pedpepupanu, HepedeprupaHu U3IaHus ¢ HAYyIHO
pEeLEH3UpaHe WK B pEJaKTUPAaHN KOJIEKTUBHU HAyYHU TOMOBE. OCHOBHHUTE
HaIIpaBJICHHS B U3CII€I0BaTEICKaTa JEUWHOCT Ha Tu.ac.A-p Mapus Hukoosa ca:
yIpaBJIeHUE HA KPU3U B COLIMAIIHUTE MEIUU; U3CIIEBAHUS Ha KPU3UCHU
CUTYallMH ¥ KPU3UCEH MEHUDKMBHT (B ToBa unciio nmanaemusra COVID-19
);KyntypHusr o0pa3 Ha bajikaHuTe, aHAJIM3 U OCBETIIBAHE HA MOJIOKUTEITHUS
OayikaHCKK 00pa3 B TPAAUIIMOHHUTE U OHJIAlH eBporieiicku meauu. U ore:
HarJlacu Ha €BpPONENCKUTE MEIUH /1a MTOCTABAT MPEANUMHO OTPUIIATEIIHU
aKIIeHTH 3a OaKaHCKUs 00pa3 — KOPYNIIMOHHU MTPAKTUKK, Hee(PEeKTUBHA
IpaBOCHIHA CUCTEMA, KOSITO Ch3/1aBa MpeJicTaBa 3a Oe3penre u 6e3Haka3aHoCT,
MPOSIBU HA HETOJIEPAHTHOCT KbM PA3JIUYHU €THUUYECKHU U PEIIUTUO3HU TPYIIH,
37I0yNOTPeOU U HApYIICHUS B YCIOBUS Ha U300PH, KOUTO MOJIKOINABaT
Pa3BUTHETO HA AEMOKpALUATA B PETUOHA.



B ycrioBus Ha OHIaiiH KOMyHUKAIUs, KyJATYpHUTE MOCTHKEHUS Ha
OaJKaHCKHUTE HApOJU B 00JIaCTUTE HA JIUTEpaTypaTa, KHHOTO, My3HKaTa,
KYJITYPHO-UCTOPUUYECKOTO HACIIEJCTBO MOTaT J1a CTaHAT OCHOBHHU €JIEMEHTHU B
U3rPAXKAAHETO HA MOJIOKUTEIEH PETMOHAJIEH UMUK Ha bankanute. ABTopkaTa
MpaBH KOHTEHT-aHAJU3 KaTo ce u3cieaBaT 74 myonukaluu, KOUTO C€ HaMHUpaT
BBB (QpeHckus onnaita noptan Le Courier des Balkans. Te ca npeacraButennu
3a 00JacTUTE KynTypa, 00pazoBaHUe, MEIUH, TUTEpaTypa, KHHO, My3HKa,
KYJTYpPHO-HCTOPUYECKO HACIEACTBO, KOUTO 00OXBAIAT BCUYKU OAIKaHCKH
IbpKaBU, KOUTO HAMUpAT MSCTO Ha CTPAHMIIATa Ha MOPTaja, C U3KIIOUEHUE Ha
I'spums, Typums u Kunsp.

KannunarkaTta nMa nopeauiia OT Hay4HU Iy OJIMKaUK, TIOCBETEHU Ha
JUTUTATHOTO MEAUMHO ChIIbPKaHUE, TUHAMUKA HA KOMYHUKALIMOHHUTE
npodecuu 1 KOMIIETEHIIMU B OHJIAMH CpeJla; HOBUTE NMPEAU3BUKATEICTBA MIPE]
BPB3KUTE C 0OILIECTBEHOCTTA B eroxaTa Ha (hajllliiBUTE HOBUHU; KPU3UCHUST
nuap B €roxaTa Ha [OCT UCTUHATA; ChBpEMEHHAaTa JUTHTalHa )KypHaIUCTHUKA B
bearapus; ynpasieHre Ha OHJIaiH OOLIHOCTH B KPU3UCHUTE KOMyHUKauuu; PR
KaMIIaHUATa, TEXHUKU Ha yOe)kaaBaliara KoOMyHUKamus u ap. M3opoenure
chepu Ha Hay4deH UHTEpeC Ha ri.ac.a-p Mapust HukonoBa ca MojepHu u
aKTyaJlHU 32 Pa3BUTHETO HAa MEJIMUTE B €TI0XaTa Ha MHTEPHET, TUTUTATHATA
KOMYHHKAaIIMS, a OTCKOPO - U Obp30 pa3BUBalliaTa ce 00JacT Ha U3KYCTBEHUS
uHTENeKT. HayuHuTe 1 HayqHO-TIPUIIOKHUTE PE3YNITATH OT U3BBPIICHUTE
u3cneaBaHus Ha Ti1.ac. 1-p Mapust HukosoBa ca 6e3criopHu, Te o0oratsiBat
OBATapCKUTE aHATU3U M0 TUTUTATHA KOMYHHUKAIMS, MEIMU B YCIIOBHS Ha
KpHU3a, KpU3UCEH MUap.

6. CuHTe3MpaHa OlleHKA HA OCHOBHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUII0KHH
NMPUHOCH HA KAHAUJATA rJ1.ac. A-p Mapus HukoJsioBa

[IpeacraBenuTe HayuyHU MyOIMKAIMK Ha r1.ac.-p Mapus HukomoBa chabpxat
CJICTHUTE OCHOBHM HAYYHU M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU NIPUHOCH:

—3a IBPBU BT B OBJITAPCKU HAYYHU U3CIIC/IBAaHUS CE MMPABU HAYyUEH OIUT 3a
aHAJIN3 U OCBETJISIBAHE HA IPOMEHUTE, KOUTO HACTHIIBAT B KPUIUCHUTE
KOMYHUKAIIUH - BCIEACTBUE HA MHOTO CHUTHOTO BJIMSHUE HA COLIMAITHUTE
MEIUU B OHJIANH cpera.

—KanauagaTkara npenara e aBTOPCKH Je(UHUALINH 32 ,,0HIaliH KPH3HUCCH
nuap”’ ¥ ,,0HJalH Kpr3a”~, KOUTO ChOTBETCTBAT HAa HOBATa JUTHTAIHA MEAUHA
eKocHcTeMa.



—KanaunaTkara npennara CMCTEMAaTUYEH aHAIU3 HA HOBUTE KOMYHUKAlMOHHU
TEXHUKH B YCJIOBUS HA KPU3UCHO CTpaTErnvyecko riuanupane. [Ipunara ce
CTPYKTypa U ChJIbp’KaHHE Ha KPU3UCEH KOMYHHUKAIIMOHEH TUIaH B TpuTe (azu
Ha KPU3UCHHUS MPOIIEC - MPEAKPUZUCHA, KPU3UCHA U MOCTKpU3UCHA (a3a;
—Kanannarkara mpenara BapuaHT 3a Kaprorpagupane Ha HOBUTE TEXHUKU B
JUTUTAIHA CpeJia - BpEMEHEH KPU3UCEH yeb CallT, AMTUTAIHA UHPOPMAITMOHHU
XbOOBE, UMEWIIH, HIO3JIETHPU, BUACOOOPBILECHNS, OHIAH O(pUIIHATHA TO3UIUS
U Jp.

—I[Tony4yeHuTe pe3yaTaT OT U3BHPIICHHU KOHTCHT-aHAIU3 OT KaHAuIaTKaTa Ha
74 myOnuKaIuy Ha KyJaTypHa Tema B oHjaiH noptana Le Courier des Balkans B
HEePUOJI OT 3 TOJAMHU IMOKA3BaT MOJOXKHUTEIHA TCHACHIUS B U3TPAXKIAHETO HA
OaTKAaHCKUS KYJATYPEH UMUK B OHJIAHH MPOCTPaHCTBOTO. Pa3BUTHETO B
Objele Ha 00IIM OATKAaHCKHW MHUIIMATHBY U TIXHOTO OTpa3siBaHE B
CTCHMAIM3UPaHK CAaTOBE M OHJIAMH MEIMK TToMara 3a yTBbpIK/JIaBaHe Ha
OaJTKaHCKUS MOJIOKUTENICH 00pa3 B cepaTta Ha KyJITypara.

—M3cnenBanusra B 001acTTa Ha MeUHATA TPAMOTHOCT 32 TbPBU BT
npeayaraT 00001IeHre Ha OJUTUKUTE, CTPATETMUTE U MTPAKTUKUTE MPU
BBBEXK/IaHE HA MEANITHA U HH(POPMALIMOHHA TPAaMOTHOCT B 00pa30BaTEITHUTE
nporpamu Ha EC. KanauaaTkara € 4act OT U3CJIeIOBATEICKUS EKUIIL, IIPOBET
MPEJICTABUTEIHO POyUYBaHe cpell 534 yuuTe M, B KOETO Ca aHAUIU3UPAHU U
0000111eH1 JOOpUTE IPAKTUKH 32 U3y4YaBaHE HAa MEIMIHATA TPAMOTHOCT B
yunnuie. OT0ens3Bar ce U HAKOU AePUIUTH B YMEHUTA HA YUYUTEIIUTE 1a
BBBEXK/IAT MEAMIHATAa TPAMOTHOCT B MPEMOJAaBAaHUTE OT TSIX yUE€OHM MPEIMETH,
KaKTO U J1a HaMUpaT HEOOXOAUMHUTE 3a Ta3H Lied UHPOPMaLlMOHHU PECypCH.

7. OCHOBHU KPUTHYHH 0€JIeKKHU U NMPENOPLKUA KbM BCEKH KAHAUAAT
MOOT/IEeJTHO

Hsamam kpuTrunu Oenexku KbM KaHauJaTkara ri.ac.a-p Mapus Hukomnoga.
[To3BomnsiBaM cu J1a oKemasi HOBU MHTEPECHU U3CIIeIBAaHUS HA KPU3UCHUSI AP
Y Pa3BUTHUETO HA HOBUTE JUTHTAIHU MPOQECUH - B YCIOBUATA HA MHOTO
OBp30TO pa3BUTHE HA U3KYCTBEHUS] MHTEJIEKT, KOMTO CKOPOCTHO ,,lipeB3eMa’
peauiia TpaJuMoOHHU npodecuu B 00JIacTTa Ha KYPHATUCTUKATA U BPH3KUTE C
OOLIECTBEHOCTTA.

8. 3akiouenue



Karo nmam nipeaBu yCrenHoTo U3IMbJIHEHUE OT CTpaHa Ha ri.ac. 1-p Mapus
HukonoBa Ha KOJIMYECTBEHUTE U KaU€CTBEHUTE U3MCKBAHUS 3a 3a€MaHe Ha
aKaJleMUYHaTa JJIBXKHOCT ,,JOIIEHT ’, MPEJCTABEHUTE HAyYHU MOHOTpaduu u
CTaTUH, HEMHUTE y4acTHsl B HAyYHO- U3CJIEA0BATEIICKHU MPOEKTH y HAC U B
qy>kOnHa, npenoaaBatenckara it padora B8 YHCC u 8 CY ”Cs. Kin.Oxpuacku”,
MIPOBEICHUTE OT HESl EMITUPUYHH U3CJICIBAHNS, IOCTUTHATUTE B TAX HAYYHU U
Hay4YHO-TIPWJIOKHU PE3YJITATH, HAIIBJIHO Y0eIeHO Ipe/yiaraM Ha 4WICHOBETE Ha
YBa)Ka€MOTO HAyYHO XYyPH Jia MPUCHIAT aKaIeMUIHATa JITHXHOCT ,,IOIIEHT® Ha
1. ac. A-p Mapus [LtamenoBa HukonoBa, pe1oBeH MpernoaBarTesl B Kareapa
“Menuu u obuiectBenr komyHukaiu” B Y HCC, no npodecnoHaiHOTO
Hampasienue 3.5. ,,O011ecTBeHH KOMyHUKAIIMKY U UH(POPMAITMOHHU HAYKH
Hay4yHa CIIELUATHOCT ,,Bpb3Ku ¢ 00IIECTBEHOCTTa M1 KOMYHUKAITUS B

COIIMATTHUTE MEJIUN .
W/ 4
Codus, arpun 2024r. [Toamuc: \/ -

npod. 11 Muiko Iletpos

UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

OPINION

From: Prof. Dr.Sc. Milko Dimitrov Petrov, Sofia University "St. Kliment
Ohridski", FIMC

Subject: competition for associate professor in the scientific specialty "Social,
economic and legal sciences", scientific field 3.5 "Public communications and
information sciences", scientific specialty "Public relations and communication
in social media".

1. Information about the competition



The competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in the
professional field 3.5 "Public Communications and Information Sciences"
(Official Journal, issue No. 4/12.01.2024) was announced for the needs of the
Department of Media and Public Communications / Faculty of Economics of
Infrastructure of the UNWE in accordance with the Decision of the AC No.
61/13.12.2023 and the Decision of the FS of the Faculty of Economics of
Infrastructure, Minutes No. 41/20.02.2024. | participate in the scientific jury of
the competition according to the Order Ne 625/11.03.2024 of the Rector of the
UNWE.

2. Brief information about the candidates in the competition

Maria Plamenova Nikolova, Ph.D., is a lecturer at the Department of Media and
Public Communications at the UNWE, UNESCO Chair in Media and
Information Literacy and Cultural Policies for Sustainable Development, from
2012 until now.

3. Fulfillment of the requirements for the academic position of
Associate Professor.

3.1.Fulfilment of the quantitative requirements

According to the Card for the fulfillment of the quantitative requirements, the
candidate Assistant Professor Maria Nikolova has successfully fulfilled the
national minimum requirements according to the Law on Research and
Development. In the other indicators she also meets the quantitative
requirements- item 5.Published book based on a defended dissertation (75pts.),
item 6. Articles and reports published in scientific journals, refereed and
indexed in world-known databases of scientific information (11pts. ).

3.2.Fulfillment of quality requirements

In the Card for fulfillment of the qualitative requirements for the academic
position of "Associate Professor" of the Asst. Dr. Maria Nikolova attached all
the necessary evidence for their successful implementation - presented diplomas
and certificates, development of research areas (4 pieces),membership in
editorial boards of national/foreign/international peer-reviewed journals (4
pieces), membership in Bulgarian and international scientific organizations,
membership in competitions for scientific and applied student developments
and professional organizations , guest researcher at a university abroad,



leadership and membership in University projects at home and abroad-(6
pieces), etc. The scientific contributions of Maria Nikolova are highly
appreciated by the Habilitation Council of the UNWE, which says that. The
Habilitation Council gives a positive opinion about the potential candidate in
the competition and proposes to the Department of Media and Public
Communications, Faculty of Infrastructure Economics to initiate the
announcement of a competition for the academic position of Associate
Professor at the UNWE".

4, Evaluation of the teaching and learning activity for each candidate
separately

Maria Plamenova Nikolova, Ph.D. is a lecturer at the UNWE since 2012 until
now. She teaches the following subjects:

Crisis PR; Public Relations; Brand Communication; Social Media
Communication; Culture and Media; PR Writing .

From 2013 until now she has been a visiting assistant professor at the Faculty of
Journalism and Mass Communication of Sofia University:

Business Communication; Writing for Public Relations; Communication in
Social Networks; Digital Communication and Innovation, In 2004 she was a PR
assistant at ALL Channels Communication, Sofia in Media Relations, Event
Organizing, PR Campaigns. She has a number of additional activities to her
teaching and learning activities such as: member of the Professional Ethics
Committee of the BDVO; member of ACREA , member of the IAMCR,
member of the SBJ , member of the BDVO, member of the communication
team of the ENGAGE.EU University Alliance project, member of the research
team of the Erasmus+ project. She is a team member in 4 UNWE research
projects and 2 international projects. All of this shows that Maria Nikolova,
PhD, has very serious teaching and research experience -- she is scientifically
recognized as a lecturer in several universities, and holds high positions in
professional media organizations and research teams. This convincingly proves
her high degree of preparedness to hold the academic position of Associate
Professor at the UNWE.

5. Brief description of the presented scientific works/publications

The presented list of scientific publications of the candidate Maria Nikolova,

includes: two scientific monographs with the titles. She has also submitted 12
chapters from published monographs, 2 articles and papers published in peer-
reviewed and indexed journals in world-renowned databases of scholarly



information, and 19 articles and papers published in refereed, non-refereed
peer-reviewed journals or edited collective scholarly volumes. The main areas
in the research activity of Maria Nikolova are: crisis management in social
media; research on crisis situations and crisis management (including the
pandemic COVID-19 ); the cultural image of the Balkans, analysis and
illumination of the positive Balkan image in traditional and online European
media. And more: attitudes of the European media to put mostly negative
accents on the Balkan image - corrupt practices, ineffective justice system that
creates a perception of disorder and impunity, manifestations of intolerance
towards different ethnic and religious groups, abuses and violations in electoral
conditions that undermine the development of democracy in the region.

In the conditions of online communication, the cultural achievements of the
Balkan peoples in the fields of literature, cinema, music, cultural and historical
heritage can become key elements in building a positive regional image of the
Balkans. The author conducts a content analysis by examining 74 publications
found in the French online portal Le Courier des Balkans. They are
representative of the fields of culture, education, media, literature, cinema,
music, cultural and historical heritage, which cover all Balkan countries that
find a place on the portal's page, with the exception of Greece, Turkey and
Cyprus.

The candidate has a series of scholarly publications on digital media
content, dynamics of communication professions and competences in the online
environment; new public relations challenges in the era of fake news; crisis PR
in the post-truth era; contemporary digital journalism in Bulgaria; online
community management in crisis communications; PR campaigning, persuasive
communication techniques, etc. The listed areas of scientific interest of Maria
Nikolova are modern and topical for the development of media in the age of the
Internet, digital communication, and more recently - the rapidly developing
field of artificial intelligence. The scientific and applied results of the research
carried out by Dr. Maria Nikolova are indisputable, they enrich the Bulgarian
analyses of digital communication, media in crisis, crisis PR.

6. Synthesized assessment of the main scientific and applied
contributions of the candidate, assist. prof. dr. Maria Nikolova

The presented scientific publications of Maria Nikolova contain the following
main scientific and scientific-applied contributions:

-For the first time in Bulgarian scientific research a scientific attempt is made to
analyze and illuminate the changes that occur in crisis communications - due to



the very strong influence of social media in the online environment.

-The candidate proposes two authorial definitions of "online crisis PR" and
"online crisis™ that correspond to the new digital media ecosystem.

-The candidate proposes a systematic analysis of new communication
techniques in crisis strategic planning settings. It applies the structure and
content of a crisis communication plan to the three phases of the crisis process-
pre- crisis, crisis, and post-crisis;

-Candidate proposes an option for mapping new techniques in a digital
environment- temporary crisis website, digital information hubs, emails,
newsletters, video appeals, online official position, etc.

-The results of the content analysis carried out by the candidate on 74
publications on cultural topics in the online portal Le Courier des Balkans over
a period of 3 years show a positive trend in the development of the Balkan
cultural image online. The future development of common Balkan initiatives
and their coverage on specialized websites and online media helps to
consolidate a positive Balkan cultural image.

-Research in the field of media literacy offers for the first time a synthesis of
policies, strategies and practices in introducing media and information literacy
in EU education programmes. The candidate is part of a research team that
conducted a representative survey of 534 teachers, analyzing and summarizing
good practices for teaching media literacy in schools. It also identifies some
gaps in teachers' ability to introduce media literacy into the subjects they teach,
and to find the information resources needed to do so.

7. Key critical comments and recommendations for each candidate
individually

| have no critical remarks for the candidate Maria Nikolova, PhD. | would like
to wish her new interesting research on crisis PR and the development of new
digital professions - in the conditions of very rapid development of artificial
intelligence, which is rapidly "taking over" a number of traditional professions
in the field of journalism and public relations.

8. Conclusion

Taking into account the successful performance of Dr. Maria Nikolova's
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performance of the quantitative and qualitative requirements for the academic
position of Associate Professor, the presented scientific monographs and
articles, her participation in scientific research projects at home and abroad, her
teaching work at the UNWE and Sofia University "St. Ohridski", the empirical
research she has conducted, the scientific and applied results she has achieved
in them, | fully convince the members of the esteemed scientific jury to award
the academic position of "Associate Professor" to Assist. Prof. Dr. Maria
Plamenova Nikolova, regular lecturer at the Department of Media and Public
Communications at the UNWE, in the professional field 3.5 "Public
Communications and Information Sciences", scientific specialty "Public

Relations and Communication in Social Media".
W%
Signature: \/ -

Prof. Dr. Sc. Milko Petrov

Sofia, April 2024.

11



