YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBUIIE

Or: I[Ipod. n1-p Hukomnaii Kupuios Muxaiinos, 4ieH Ha HAY9HO )KYpPH, YTBBPJICHO ChC 3alI0BE]

Ne 625/11.03.2024 r. na 3amectHuk-pexropa no HUJl u MC na YHCC

OtHocHo: [IpoBexxane Ha KOHKYpPC 3a 3a€MaHE Ha aKaJleMUYHaTa JTbXKHOCT ,,TOLIGHT™ IO
npodecroHanHo HampapieHue 3.5. OOmEecTBeHn KOMYHUKAIMK ¥ MH()OPMAIIMOHHU HayKH,
Hay4Ha crenuaaHocT “Bpb3ku ¢ 00IeCTBEHOCTTa U KOMYHHKALMS B COLIMAIHUTE MEIHUH
nyonukysaH B JI.B., 6p. 4 ot 12.01.2024 r., cerioacHo pemenue Ha AC Ne 6/ 13.12.2023 r.,
YHCC

1. Uudopmanms 3a KOHKypca.

KonkypchT € 00siBeH 3a HykKAuTe Ha KaTeapa Menuu u obmectseHn komyHukauu Ha YHCC
cbriiacHo peuteHne Ha AC Ne 6/ 13.12.2023 r. YyacTBaM B ChCTaBa Ha Hay4YHOTO XKYPH IO
KOHKypca cbriaacHo 3anoseq Ne 625/11.03.2024 r. na 3amectHuk-pexropa mo HUJ] u MC na
YHCC.

2.Aupopmanus 3a KaHAuIaTa B KOHKYpca.
B xoHKypca ydacTBa camMO €IMH KaHIuaaT — ri. ac. A-p Mapus IlnamenoBa Hukonosa,
MpenoaBaTell Ha JUIbXKHOCT ,,riaBeH acucteHT ot 2012 r. B kareapa ,,Menuu u 00111eCTBEHH
KOMyHUKanuu®, ¢akynrer ,,JlkoHomMuka Ha wuHppactpyktypara“ B YHCC. Tsa uma
IpenojaBaTesicka  akTUBHOCT 1o  aucuurumHute ,Kpmsucen PR, | Bpe3ku ¢
obmecTBeHoctTa®, ,,bpana komynukarus®, ,,KomyHukaius B corfuaiau Mpexu*, ,, Kynrypa u
menun®, ,,PR Tlucane®. 3aeqHo ¢ TOBa TS € M XOHOpPYBaH IpenojaBaren BB DakymnTeTa 1mo
KypHaJIMcTUKa U MacoBa koMyHukanus, CY "Cs. Knument Oxpuacku" ot 2013 r., kprero
CBIIO € aHTaXHpaHa C JEKIMU U YHIPAXHEHUS M0 JUCHUIUIMHU B MOJIETO HA OOIIeCTBEHATa
komyHukanus, [1P-a, koMyHHKanusATa B COIMaIHU Mpexu U Ap. Cropen mpeaoCTaBEeHUTE
JaHHU U JIOKyMEHTH, I-p HukoioBa MMa TpaeH MHTEpeCc KbM H3CIE[BaHE, U3ydyaBaHE U
IpernoiaBaHe B IOJIETO Ha oOuiecTBeHaTa KOMyHUKaius, kpusucHus [IP, xkomyHuKanus B
IUruTanHa cpega u ap. Ts e 3aBbpmmia  OakalaBbpcka CIEHUANTHOCT ,,BpB3ku ¢

obmectBeHoctTa® (2006) 1 MarucThpcka CTENEeH CHeruarHocT ,,Ilyonmuna KoMyHUKaus



(2007) BpB @®XKMK, a mokTOpcKara CTENEH IOJydaBa ChHINO C YCHENIHO 3alluTeH
JUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPy B 00JacTTa Ha MMHUDKA M OHJIaliH Menuute npe3 2012 r. OTHOBO BBHB
OXMK na CVY. I-p HukonoBa e gokazajia MHOTO CEpUO3HM HAyYHHM M HAYy4HO-
M3CJIEIOBATEIICKM AHTQKUMEHTH, CBBP3aHM C IOJIETO Ha MyOnIM4YHAaTa KOMYHUKAIUs B
HAI[MOHAJICH U MEXIYHApOJEH IUIaH — aKTUBHO y4acTHE B MPOEKTHA JEWHOCT, YJICHCTBO B
MPECTHKHU MPO(PEeCHOHATIHN OpraHu3allii, y4acTue Ha KOH(EpeHIMU U ClelraIn3aliy,
pelaKkIMOHHA JEMHOCT B HayyHu crnucaHus. llpeacraBeHuTte nokasarencTBa OdepTaBaT
npopmia Ha MIIAA, HO pa3lo3HAaBaeM IMPENoAaBaTe]l M H3CIeNoBaTeld, pasloJiaram ¢
JOCTaThbUYHO OOpa30BaTeIeH U HAay4yeH MOTEHIMAl, 3a JAa Ob/ie ThPCEH KaTo aBTOP U JIEKTOP
cpel akaJeMHyYHaTa ¥ HaydyHa OOITHOCT

3. H3nbaHeHMe HA W3NCKBAHMATA 32 3aeMaHe Ha AaKaJAeMHMYHATA UIB/KHOCT.
Kanmunmarypara wa 1. ac. g-p Mapua IlnamenoBa HukonoBa wusmsuio ortrosaps Ha
n3uckBanuaTa Ha 3PACPD, ui1. 24. n Ha nonwsiaautenHute n3nuckBanusg Ha YHCC cwriacHo
3PACPB (u411.26, an.5) u [IpaBuanuka 3a npuioxkenuero My (wi.la, an.2-3)%. U no xpara tuna
[IOKa3aTeIu — M HAllMOHAJIHUTE U onpenenenure ot ucueto yunnuine (YHCC), kanauaarst
HaJIBUIIIABA 3HAYUTEITHO MHUHUMATHUTE U3UCKBAHUS, KOETO € SICHO BUIHO OT MPUIIOKECHUTE
Ta0JIULIM, TONBIHEHU KOPEKTHO W JaBallM sicHa WH(opmaius 3a (Mpe)u3bIHEHUETO Ha
KOJMYECTBEHUTE HOPMATUBH, OTPA3EHU B CHOTBETHHUS BUCOK OpPOM TOUKH.

H-p Mapus HukonoBa € M3NbIHWIA W KadyeCTBEHUTE HW3MCKBAHMS 3a 3a€MaHe Ha
JutbxkHOCTTa. [lpuiokeHata OT KaHauAaTra KapTa 3a U3MBJIHEHHE Ha KaueCTBEHUTE
M3HMCKBAaHUS 32 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJeMHYHUTE JUTHKHOCTH €IHO3HAYHO M MOJAPOOHO OMHCBa
HEHHUTE MPUHOCH, aKTUBHOCTH W YYacTHs B PA3NUYHU aKaJeMHYHU M HU3CIIEIOBATEIICKH
NEMHOCTH, XapaKTepU3Upalll BHUCOKO KaueCTBO Ha IpENojaBaHE, aBTOPCTBO, MHOBAaTHBHU
MIOJIXO]IU, IPOEKTHA JIEHHOCT U Jip. ToBa € BUJIHO CBIIO OT PELIEHUETO OT PEIOBHO 3ace/laHue
Ha CobBera no xabunuranus Ha YHCC (mpotokon Ne 7/03.11.2023), koiTO €AHO3HAYHO U
€IMHOAYIIHO TMpHeMa TMOTeHIMalHAaTa KaHIuAaTypa Ha A-p HwukomoBa 3a JeruTUMHA,
OTroBapsiia U CbOTBETCTBAIIIA HAITBIHO HE CaMO Ha KOJIMYECTBEHUTE, HO U HAa KAYECTBEHUTE
M3HMCKBAaHUS U BUCOKH CTaHAApPTH 3a 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJieMUYHa JUTbKHOCT, YTBbpAeHH oT AC Ha

YHCC.

L CLBHaBaHe Ha OOITBbJIHUTCIIHA rpyr[a/rpynn [MOKa3aTe 1N W/UIH MOBHUIIABAaHE HA MUHUMATHUTE U3UCKBAHU
TOYKH I10 I'PYIH MOKA3aTEIN



4. OueHka Ha y4eOHO-TIPEeNnOoIaBaTeJICKATA IEHOCT 32 BCeKU KAHAUIAT MOO0T/IEJHO.

B xonkypca yuactBa camo na-p HukosioBa u 3atoBa mie ce cipa camMo Ha HeliHaTa y4eOHo-
mpernojaBaTesicka JeHocT. Ts Boau penuiia JeKIMOHHA KypCOBe B OaKalaBbpcKaTa, HO U B
MarucTbpckata cremeH Ha oOyuenne Ha YHCC: | Kpumsucen PR®, | Bpw3ku c
obmecTBeHocTTa®, ,,bpana komynukarusa®, ,,KomyHuKaIuys B corfuaiai Mpexu*, ,, Kynrypa u
menuun®, ,,PR Ilucane® (B mar. crenen). CnpaBkara 3a TOJWIIHATA ayJUTOpHA 3aE€TOCT Ha
KaHauaara choTBeTcTBa Ha M3uckBanusita Ha 3PACBH. J[-p HukomnoBa e aHraxkupana u KaTo
xoHopyBaH mpenojasaresn BbB ®KMK na CVY, kbAeTo ChlI0 IpenojiaBa AUCHUIUIMHH,
CBBP3aHU C KPU3UCHA KOMYHHKAIlUs, Chb3JaBaHE HAa ChAbPKAHNE, KOMYHUKALS B COLUAIHU
MpexH U ap. MouTe BeyarieHus ca, 4e B IEMHOCTTa CH KaTo JIEKTOp IIL. ac. A-p Hukonosa
npujara WHOBAaTMBHM M CBBPEMEHHM METOAM Ha TMpenojaBaHe, CBBP3BA YCIEIIHO
TEOPETUYHHUTE U MTPAKTUYECKU ACTIEKTHU Ha U3YYaBAHUTE OT CTYACHTUTE AUCITUIUIMHH, PEIOBHO
aKTyaJM3upa TAXHOTO ChbIbpKaHUE, NMpaBU I'M ATPAKTUBHU M AKTyaJIHH 3a CTYJIEHTUTE.
BucokoTo HIBO Ha yueOHO-TIpenoAaBarenckara qeiHoct Ha A-p Mapust Hukonosa, cripaBkaTa
3a HeWHaTa axkaJeMUYHa HATOBAPEHOCT M AHTAXKUPAHOCT KAaTO MpernojaBaTel, KakTo M
CHABPKAHUETO HA JIEKIIMOHHUTE U KYPCOBE CIIOPE]] MEH H3IISIIO OTTOBAPSIT HA M3UCKBAHUATA
3a 3aeMaHe Ha akKaJeMHYHaTa JIBXHOCT ,,JOIEHT 1Mo MpodeCHOHATHO HampaBieHue 3.5.
OO1IecTBEHM KOMYHHKAIIMU U WH(POPMAIIMOHHU HAayKH, HaydHa CIEeUUaTHOCT ,,Bpb3Kku C
00111ecTBeHOCTTa M KOMyHUKalwms B conpaninute Mmeauu™ B YHCC.

5. KpaTka xapakTepucTHKa Ha NPeJACTABEHUTE HAYYHH TPYA0Be/My0TUKALMU.

J1-p HukonoBa ydacTBa B KOHKypca ¢ 2 (nBe) MmoHorpaduu, 12 (a1BaHageceT) caMOCTOSATETHH
U B ChaBTOPCTBO TJIaBU OT KOJIEKTUBHU MOHOTpaduu (Ha OBIATapcKu U aHTJIMMCKH €3UlIN), 2
(1Be) craTtuu (B ChaBTOPCTBO Ha OBITapCKU M AHIJIMICKU €3U1IM), NyONMKYyBaHU B Hay4HU
m3MaHus pedepupaHd W UHIACKCUPAHH B CBETOBHOM3BECTHHM 0a3W JaHHU C HaydyHa
uHpopmanug, kakto u 19 (meBeTHameceT) HaydyHH MarepHalia (CaMOCTOSITENIHO U B
ChaBTOPCTBO Ha OBITAPCKU M AHTIIMHCKU €3UIH), MyOJIMKYBaHU B HepeepupaHu U3JIaHUs C
Hay4HO PEICH3UPAHE WU B PEAAKTHPAHU KOJICKTUBHH TOMOBE. BCHUKM Te ca peleBaHTHH Ha
OCHOBHHUTE TEMHU Ha TMpeEINojaBaHe W M3CJIeIBaHE HA KaHAWAaTa, KAKTO U HAa aKaJeMHUYHOTO
MoJie ¥ Hay4YHOTO HampaBlieHWE Ha OOSBEHUS KOHKYpPC, B KOWTO Ts ydacTBa. M3noxeHara
CIpaBKa Ch3/laBa OINpPaBJAHO CHUJIHO BIE€YATIICHHE 3a BBBJICUEHOCTTAa HA KaHAMJATa B

HY6J'II/IKaIII/IOHHaTa HeﬁHOCT N AaKTWBHA KOMYHHKaIMgd Ha aKaJCMH4YHU PE3YyJITaTu,



BKJIIOYMTEIHO Ha AHIJIMHCKHM €3MK, 3aJb/DKUTEIHA 3a BCEKHM CEpUO3CH M 3aAbJI00u4eH
nscnenosaren. [Ipunokenure nyOnukanuy paskpuBar Mpex MEH €IUH Milajl, HO epyaupaH
M3CJeI0BaTel, CBUKHAN J1a pab0TH M CAMOCTOSTEIIHO U YECTO B HAYUYEH SKHII, IPEroaBaTe ¢
IMPOK MPOMI HA MHTEPEC KbM PA3TUYHUTE ACHEKTH Ha CHbBPEMEHHHUS KOMYHHUKALMOHEH
Ipolec, 0COOEHO MOBJIMSAH OT MOSBATA HA COLMAIHUTE MEIUHU, C MHOTO JOOpU MO3HAHUS B
o0J1acTTa Ha KpU3UCHATa KOMYHUKALUS, U3TPAXKAAHETO Ha IUTUTATHO MEUHHO ChIbPKaHHUE,
JMHAMUKaTa Ha KOMYHUKAIIMOHHUTE TPOQecuu B yCIOBUATA HA AUTUTAHA TpaHCPOpMaLUs
u T.H. OneHsBaM MOJOXKUTEIHO LSUIOCTHUS MacuB Ha HaydyHa M HAay4HO-U3CIIEJ0BaTEICKa
IPOAYKLMS, NpeAcTaBeH oT A-p HukonoBa v ro nmpuemaM Kato peleBaHTHO U OOOCHOBAHO
JI0Ka3aTeJICTBO 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaJeMHyHaTa JIbXHOCT ,,JJOLUEHT Mo MpoeCHOHATHO
HanpasiieHue 3.5. OOmecTBeHM KOMYHUKAllMM M HMH(QOPMALMOHHU HAyKH, Hay4dHa
crenuanHoct “Bpb3ku ¢ 001ecTBEHOCTTa U KOMYHUKalus B counanaure meaun” B YHCC ot
HEWHA CTpaHa.

6. CuHTe3upaHa OLEHKAa HA OCHOBHMTE HAYYHM M HAYYHO-IPMJIOKHHM NPUHOCH HAa
kanauaarure. [Ipuemam camooleHkara Ha IPUHOCUTE Ha HAYYHUTE TPYAOBE U MyOJIUKAIIH,
KOUTO € OIuCal KaHIuAaThT. B Te3u mNpuHOCH SICHO ce pasrpaHuyaBaT 4YyJIeCHU H
3a1bJI00YEHN TO3HaHUS B oOjacTTa Ha KOMYHHUKalUsTa [0 BpeMe€ Ha KpH3a Karo ca
CUCTEMATU3UPAaHU TPAJULIUOHHUTE W HOBHM KOMYHUKAIMOHHM TEXHUKH B KPHU3UCHOTO
CTpaTernyecko IUIaHMpaHE KaTo CIOope] KaHauaara € ,,HeoOXOIMMO Ja ce JOpa3BUAT
CHeU(pUYHMA 32 COLMATHUTE MEAUM W KpPU3UCHATa KOMYHHMKAIUsi HACOKM 3a €THYHA
KoMyHHUKanusa“ (c. 231, YnpaBieHue Ha KpU3H B.....), CbCTABEHHU Ca YETHPU MOjeNa 3a
OpPraHM3UpPaHE HA BETPEIIHUTE KOMYHUKALMU IIPH PA3JIMYHU HUBA HAa TEXKECT HAa KpU3HMCHATA
CUTyalusi, W3MOJI3BaHA € IMHpoka Oumbmuorpadcka 0aza © € JEMOHCTPUPAHO OTIUYHO
MO3HABaHE HAa CHBPEMEHHUTE TEHJAECHUMU B U3TpaKJaHEe Ha CTpaTeruu 3a OHJIalH
KOMYHHKAIMs B pa3JIMYHU COLIMAIIHY aclleKTH. HsiMaMm cCbMHEHNE, Y€ MOJIENINTE, IPEI0KEHH
OT KaHJHJaTa MOrar Ja OOSCHAT KpPH3UCHATa CUTYyallus W PEaKlMATa Cpelly Hes B eaHa
MIPOMEHEHA, IUTrUTallHa KOMyHUKaIMOHHA cpefa. [loaxoauTe, KOUTO U3MOI3Ba KaHAMIaTa Ce
OCHOBaBaT Ha HayyHa METOJUKa, HE Ca €IHOCTPAHHU WU MPEANOCTaBEHU, TEKCTHT €
aKaJIeMUYeH U U3JI0KEHHETO € OalTaHCUPaHO MEXAY TEOpUATA U MPAKTUYECKUTE U3MEPEHNU,
HE € TBBpPJAE IparMaTU3MpaHO, KAKBATO TEHJEHIMS 3a ChKaJeHue ce HalirogaBa JHEC B

HAKOU U3CJICABAHWA 110 OTHOICHUEC HA INIAHUPAHETO HAa KPU3WCHA KOMYHHKAIUA OT CTpaHa Ha



[P cneunanucture. CUIHO BHEYaTIEHWE B ChABPXKATEICH IUIAH B YacT OT MYyOJHKAIUUTE
MpaBu apryMeHTHpaHHs UHTepec Ha J-p HwukoimoBa KbM MOJUTUKUTE, CTPATETHHUTE H
IMPAKTUKUTC 3a BBBCKIAHCTO Ha MGHHﬁHaTa u I/IH(i)OpMaLII/IOHHaTa T'paMOTHOCT BbBB
¢dbopMarHOTO ¥ HEHOPMATHOTO OOpa30BaHKE HA CTpaHKUTE B EBpoma, €IMH aHTQ)KUMEHT, KOWTO
criopes KaHaujaara € oT mpeobiiajgaBaiia 3HaYMMOCT U OUX TOMBIHWII JOPH COLIMAIHA Kay3a
Ha KOMYHUKAallMOHHWTE creuuanuctd. HHTtepnperanuute U OOsSCHEHHUSATA, KOUTO I-p
HuxomoBa mnpemyara 3a pa3nuyHUTE NpOOJIEMH W TEMH, Ha KOUTO € IIOCBETHJIA
U3CIIE0BATEIICKOTO CM BHUMAHUE B IIPEJIOKEHUTE TPYI0BE - KOMYHUKAIIMOHHO BB3/IEHCTBUE
Yype3 COLMAITHU MPEXKH, OHJIaiiH KOMYHHKAIUS, OBJITapCKU KYJITYPEH UMUK, MOAIbPKaHe Ha
OHJIAaliH pemyTalus, MpeIu3BUKaTeICTBaTa Ha (aIIMIUBUTE HOBUHH, H3rpaXKJAaHe Ha
JUTHUTAIIHO MGHHﬁHO CbAbpPKAaHUEC U T.H. CC OTJIMYAaBAT C CMIIMPpHUYIHA JOCTOBECPHOCT U HAyYHA
000CHOBAHOCT, KaKTO M B TOYKA 3a MPHUBJIMYAHE HA HAy4YeH MHTEPEC OT CTpaHa Ha KOJIETH,
u3cnenoBaren U cryaeHTH. Cropea MEH U TEMAaTHYHO U ChABPIKATEIHO IMPEICTABEHUTE
MyOIMKAIUK, KaTO ¥ HAyYHUTE MPUHOCH HA KaHAMJIATa U3LSII0O OTTOBAPAT HA U3UCKBaHUATA
3a 3aeMaH€ Ha aKaJeMUYHaTa UTHKHOCT “JOLEHT’ CIOped KPUTEPUHUTE Ha TMO3UIUATA, 32
KOSATO T KaHAUAAaTCTBA.

7. OCHOBHU KPUTHYHH 0eJIeKKU U MPeNnoOPbKU KbM BCeKH KAHAUAAT MOOTAEIHO.
Hsmam cepro3nu kpuTHiHU OeeKKH KbM KaHIuaTa, a EAMHCTBEHO MPernopbKa Ja ce OMUTBa
BCE MOBEYE J1a ThPCH aBTOHOMHO I10JIeTa U IPOoOJIEMHU 00JIacTH Ha U3CJe/IBaHe, KaKTO U J1a ce
CTPEMH KbM IIOBEYE CAMOCTOSITEIHOCT B CBOSITA M3CIIEA0BATEICKA U MyOJIMKAllMOHHA IEHHOCT.
B3aumoaeiCcTBUETO C KOJIETHATA € MTOJI30TBOPHO M BOAM 10 IIOJIOKUTEIIHA HAYYHH PE3YIITaTH,
KaKTO M 10 3HAYMMH MOCTHKEHUS B MPENoJaBareicKkara AeHHOCT. AKaJleMUYHATA MTO3ULINS,
KBM KOSATO 00OOCHOBAaHO C€E CTpEMHU KaHJuJaTa, MI3MCKBA U €AHA HAYy4YHA PCIIUTCIIHOCT U JOPH
HE3aBHCHMOCT 332 CAMOCTOSITEIHA MHTEpIpPETalusi, aBTOHOMHO OOCHKJaHE U OOSCHEHUE OT
MO3ULMATA HA pa3lO3HABa€M U YTBBPAEH CHELUUAINCT, Y4YE€H, IPENoJaBaTel]l B €IHO
MEPCIIEKTUBHO I10JI€ HAa HAYYHH M3CJIEIBAHUS, KaKBaTO € CJI0KHATa U HE JOKpail U3ClIeIBaHa
MaTepursd Ha KOMYHUKaAMATa B COMUAJTHUTE MC/INH.

8.3akuouenne. Bb3 ocHOBa Ha M3JI0KEHHETO U HA (pOHA HA HAYYHUTE, U3CIEAOBATEICKH U
IIPENOJaBaTeICKU KauecTBa, KOUTO B CBOSITA IUIOCTHA JEHHOCT M aKaJeMHUYHa Kapuepa €
Jl0Ka3ana KaHJuAaTa JAaBaM MOJI0KMTE/JHA OleHKAa M MpeAiaraM eIHO3HA4YHO IJ1. ac. A-p

Mapus IlnamenoBa HukonoBa ma Obae u30paHa 3a akaJeMU4Ha JTBKHOCT ,,JJOLIEHT 1O



npodecnoHaiHO HampapiieHne 3.5. OOmEeCTBeHN KOMYHHKAIlUA U WH(POPMAIMOHHU HAYKH,
Hay4Ha CrenuaaHocT “Bpb3ku ¢ 00ImIEeCTBEHOCTTa U KOMYHHUKAIMS B COIMAIHUTE MEIUH
YHCC.

[Tpod. a-p Huxonait Muxaiinos, wieH Ha HaydaHoTo ®ypu

Codus, 22. 04. 2024 1.

YHUBEPCHUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

SCIENTIFIC OPINION

From: Prof. Dr. Nikolay Kirilov Mihailov, member of the scientific jury, confirmed by order
No. 625/11.03.2024 of the Vice Rector of the University of National and World Economy
(UNWE)

Subject:Conducting a competition for the academic position of "Associate professor” in
professional direction 3.5. Public communications and information sciences, scientific
specialty "Public relations and communication in social media"”, published in State Gazette.,
no. 4 of 12.01.2024, according to decision of AC No. 6/ 13.12.2023, UNWE

1. Information about the competition.

The competition was announced for the needs of the Media and Public Communications
Department of the UNWE according to the decision of the AC No. 6/13.12.2023. | participate
in the composition of the scientific jury for the competition according to Order No.
625/11.03.2024 of the Vice Rector of the UNWE.

2. Information about the candidate in the competition.

Only one candidate took part in the competition - Chief assistant professor Maria Plamenova
Nikolova, Dr., lecturer in the position of "Chief assistant professor"” since 2012 in the Media
and Public Communications Department, faculty of "Economics of Infrastructure™ at UNWE.
She has a teaching activity in the disciplines "Crisis PR", "Public Relations"”, "Brand
Communication™, "Communication in Social Networks", "Culture and Media", "PR Writing".



Along with this, she is also a part-time teacher at the Faculty of Journalism and Mass
Communication, SU "St. KI. Ohridski" since 2013, where she is also engaged in lectures and
exercises in disciplines in the field of public communication, PR, communication in social
networks, etc. According to the data and documents provided, Dr. Nikolova has a lasting
interest in research, study and teaching in the field of public communication, crisis PR,
communication in a digital environment, etc. She graduated with a bachelor's degree in "Public
Relations"” (2006) and a master's degree in "Public Communication” (2007) at FIMC, and she
also received her doctoral/PhD degree with a successfully defended dissertation in the field of
image and online media in 2012, again at FIMC of Sofia University. Dr. Nikolova has proven
very serious scientific and research commitments related to the field of public communication
on a national and international level - active participation in project activities, membership in
prestigious professional organizations, participation in conferences and specializations,
editorial activity in scientific journals . The evidence presented outlines the profile of a young
but recognizable teacher and researcher with sufficient educational and scientific potential to
be in demand as an author and lecturer among the academic and scientific community.

3. Fulfillment of the requirements for occupying the academic position.

The candidacy of Chief assistant professor Maria Plamenova Nikolova, Dr., fully meets the
requirements of the Bulgarian Law, art. 24. and the additional requirements of the UNWE
according to the Law (art. 2b, para. 5) and the Regulations for its application (art. 1a, paras. 2-
3). According to both types of indicators - both national and those determined by the higher
school (UNWE), the candidate significantly exceeds the minimum requirements, which is
clearly visible from the attached tables, filled out correctly and giving clear information about
the (re)fulfillment of the quantitative standards reflected in the relevant high number of points.
Dr. Maria Nikolova has also fulfilled the qualitative requirements for holding the position.
The card submitted by the applicant for the fulfillment of the qualitative requirements for
occupying the academic positions unambiguously and in detail describes her contributions,
activities and participation in various academic and research activities, characterizing high
quality of teaching, authorship, innovative approaches, project activity, etc. This is also evident
from the decision of a regular meeting of the UNWE Habilitation Council (No. 7/03.11.2023),
which unequivocally and unanimously accepts Dr. Nikolova's potential candidacy as

legitimate, meeting and fully complying not only with the quantitative but also and the quality



requirements and high standards for occupying an academic position, approved by the AC of
UNWE.

4. Assessment of teaching and learning activity for each candidate separately.

Only Dr. Nikolova participates in the competition, and therefore | will focus only on her
educational and teaching activities. She leads a number of lecture courses in the bachelor's and
master's degrees of UNWE: "Crisis PR", "Public Relations”, "Brand Communication™,
"Communication in Social Networks", "Culture and Media", "PR Writing (in magister degree).
The certificate of the applicant's annual classroom employment corresponds to the
requirements of Bulgarian law. Dr. Nikolova is also engaged as a part-time teacher at the
Faculty of Social Sciences of the SU, where she also teaches disciplines related to crisis
communication, content creation, communication in social networks, etc. My impressions are
that in his activity as a lecturer Chief assistant professor Dr. Nikolova applies innovative and
modern teaching methods, successfully connects the theoretical and practical aspects of the
disciplines studied by the students, regularly updates their content, makes them attractive and
relevant for the students. The high level of the educational and teaching activity of Dr. Maria
Nikolova, the reference for her academic workload and commitment as a teacher, as well as
the content of the lectures and courses, in my opinion, fully meet the requirements for
occupying the academic position "Associate Professor in professional direction 3.5. Public
Communications and Information Sciences, scientific specialty "Public Relations and
Communication in Social Media" at UNWE.

5. Brief description of the presented scientific works/publications.

Dr. Nikolova participated in the competition with 2 (two) monographs, 12 (twelve) individual
and in co-authorship chapters of collective monographs (in Bulgarian and English languages),
2 (two) articles (co-authored in Bulgarian and English languages) published in scientific
publications referenced and indexed in world-famous databases with scientific information, as
well as 19 (nineteen) scientific materials (independently and co-authored in Bulgarian and
English languages), published in non-refereed editions with scientific review or in edited
collective volumes. All of them are relevant to the main topics of teaching and research of the
candidate, as well as to the academic field and scientific direction of the announced
competition in which she is participating. The presented reference creates a justifiably strong

impression of the candidate's involvement in publication activity and active communication of



academic results, including in English, which is mandatory for any serious and thorough
researcher. The attached publications reveal to me a young but erudite researcher, used to
working both independently and often in a scientific team, a teacher with a wide profile of
interest in the various aspects of the modern communication process, especially influenced by
the emergence of social media, with a very good knowledge in the field of crisis
communication, the construction of digital media content, the dynamics of communication
professions in the conditions of digital transformation, etc. | positively evaluate the entire array
of scientific and research output presented by Dr. Nikolova and accept it as relevant and
substantiated evidence for occupying the academic position of "Associate professor” in
professional direction 3.5. Public Communications and Information Sciences, scientific
specialty "Public Relations and Communication in Social Media™ at UNWE by her.

6. Synthesized evaluation of the main scientific and scientific-applied contributions of the
candidates.

| accept the self-assessment of the contributions of scientific works and publications that the
candidate has described. In these contributions, a great and in-depth knowledge in the field of
communication during a crisis is clearly distinguished, as traditional and new communication
techniques in crisis strategic planning are systematized, and according to the candidate, "it is
necessary to further develop guidelines for ethical communication specific to social media and
crisis communication " (p. 231, Crisis management in...), four models for organizing internal
communications at different levels of severity of the crisis situation were compiled, a wide
bibliographic base was used and an excellent knowledge of modern trends in strategy building
was demonstrated for online communication in various social aspects. | have no doubt that the
models proposed by the candidate can explain the crisis situation and the reaction to it in a
changed, digital communication environment. The approaches used by the candidate are based
on scientific methodology, are not one-sided or presupposed, the text is academic and the
presentation is balanced between theory and practical dimensions, it is not too pragmatic,
which is unfortunately the tendency observed today in some studies regarding the planning of
crisis communication by PR specialists. A strong impression in terms of content in some of the
publications is made by Dr. Nikolova's reasoned interest in the policies, strategies and practices
for the introduction of media and information literacy in the formal and informal education of

the countries in Europe, a commitment that, according to the candidate, is of overwhelming



importance and | would add even a social cause of communication specialists. The
interpretations and explanations that Dr. Nikolova offers for the various problems and topics
to which she has devoted her research attention in the proposed works - communication impact
through social networks, online communication, Bulgarian cultural image, maintaining an
online reputation, the challenges of fake news, building digital media content, etc. are
distinguished by empirical credibility and scientific validity, as well as a point of attracting
scholarly interest on the part of colleagues, researchers and students. In my opinion, both
thematically and content-wise the publications presented, as well as the candidate's scientific
contributions, fully meet the requirements for occupying the academic position "Associate
professor™ according to the criteria of the position, for which she applies.

7. Main critical comments and recommendations for each candidate individually.

| have no serious criticisms of the candidate, but only a recommendation that she should try
more and more autonomously to search for fields and problem areas of research, as well as to
strive for more independence in her research and publication activities. The interaction with
the collegium is fruitful and leads to positive scientific results, as well as to significant
achievements in the teaching activity. The academic position to which the candidate justifiably
aspires requires a scientific determination and even independence for independent
interpretation, autonomous discussion and explanation from the position of a recognizable and
established specialist, scientist, teacher in a promising field of scientific research, such as the
complex and not thoroughly researched matter of social media communication.

8. Conclusion.

Based on the presentation and against the background of the scientific, research and teaching
qualities that the candidate has demonstrated in her overall activity and academic career, | give
a positive assessment and unequivocally offer Ch. assistant professor Maria Plamenova
Nikolova, PhD, to be elected to the academic position of ""Associate professor' in
professional direction 3.5. Public communications and information sciences, scientific
specialty "Public relations and communication in social media” at the Media and Public
Communications Department, UNWE.

Prof. Dr. Nikolay Mihailov, member of the Scientific Jury

Sofia, 22. 04. 2024
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