YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBUIILE

Or: ooy. 0-p [enuya Aumonosa I opuunosa-Amanacosa; YHCC
IIH 3.7 ,, AOmunucmpayus u ynpasierue “, u.c. ,, Opeanuzayus u ynpasieHue
U38vH chepama Ha MAMeEPUATHOMO NPOUZBOOCMBO (UHCMUMYYUU HA
2paxcoanckomo obwecmaso)

OTHOCHO: KOHKYpC 3a AoueHT 1o [7H 3.5 ,, Obwecmsenu komyHuxayuu u
uHgopmayuonnu Hayku “, H.c. ,, Bpw3xku c obwecmeenocmma u KOMyHUKayus 8
coyuannume meouu 6 YHCC

1. Uudopmanus 3a KOHKypca

KonkypcbT € o00sBeH 3a HyXIuTe Ha Kkareapa ,Meauun U oOIIECTBEHH
KOMYyHHKaIMu, ¢akynrer ,,MlkoHommka Ha wuHppacTpykrypara“ Ha YHCC chrimacHo
Pemenne Ha AC Ne 6/13.12.2023 r. YyacTBaM B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO JKYPH IO KOHKypca
cbritacHo 3amosen Ne 625/ 11.03.2024 r. Ha 3am.-pekropa o HUJ] nva YHCC.

2. Kparka undopmanus 3a KaHAUAaTa B KOHKYypca

EnuncTBeH KanauaaT B KOHKypca e ri1. ac. A-p Mapus [1namenoBa HuxonoBa, KosiTo
€ IMaTeH mperojaBaTeNl B KaTenpa ,,Menuu W OOLIECTBEHHM KOMYHHKAUUHU®, (akynreT
,JIkoHOMuKa Ha uHppacTpykrypara“ Ha YHCC.

3. M3nbiiHeHHe HA M3UCKBAHUSTA 32 3aeMaHe HA AaKaJeMHYHATA UIbKHOCT

OT npusoxxeHuTe TOKyMEHTH 33 y4acTHE B KOHKYpca M JOKa3aTeJlICcTBaTa 3a TAX CTaBa
SCHO, Y€ KaHIUAAThT IJ. ac. A-p Mapus HukonoBa u3NbIHSABA KaKTO HAllMOHAJIHUTE
MUHUMaNHU u3nckBaHus cbriaacHo 3PACPDB (un.26) u [IpaBuiHuKa 3a TPUIIOKEHUETO MY
(un.la, an.1), Taka u 3aBumIeHuTe nonbiIHUTENHU H3uckBanusg 3a YHCC corioacao 3PACPB
(4n.20, an.5) u IlpaBunHuka 3a mpuioxeHuetro my (wi.la, am.2-3). ToBa e oTpazeHo u B
MIPeJOCTaBeHOTO cTaHoBHILE Ha ChBeTa 1o xabunuranus Ha YHCC.

[To oTHoOIIEHME Ha KOJIWYECTBEHUTE M3UCKBAHUA TPSOBa Ja ce OTOENEeXH, ye uma
00J1acTH, B KOMTO aKTMBHOCTUTE Ha KaHAWJAaTa HAAXBBPJIAT HEKOJIKOKPATHO 3aJ0XKEHOTO
KaKTO B HAIIMOHAJTHUTE MUHUMAaJIHU, Taka U B Kputepuute Ha YHCC. B mppBaTa rpymna ToBa
ca mpejAcTaBeHUTe pa3inuyHM BujaoBe nyonukanuu (I'pyma I', 330 Touku nmpu MUHUMYM OT
200) u xoeTo € omie mo-paasaiio — rutupanusata (I'pyma 1, 170 touku npu Heodbxoaumu 50).
@akThbT, Y€ HAy4YHUTE H3CJI€IBaHMA Ha TIU. ac. O-p Mapus HukonoBa ca dyereHu
U3MOJI3BaHN OT Hay4yHaTa OOIIHOCT, € W3KJIIOYUTEIHO BaX€H apryMeHT 3a HelHaTa
xaOumuTamms.

IIpu mnocraBenute or YHCC JONBIHWUTENHU KOJMYECTBEHU W3HCKBAHMS CE
OTJIMYaBaT aKTUBHOTO BKJIOYBAHE Ha TJ. ac. A-p Mapus HuxonoBa B akanemuueH oOMeH
(466 1. B 'pyna K) u yuactuero it B yHUBEpCUTETCKU U MeXTyHapoHu npoekTu (I'pyna U,
259 Ttouku npu MUHUMYM 0T 40).



ITo oTHOIIEHNE W3MBIHEHUETO HAa KAauECTBEHUTE W3UCKBaHMS, KaHAUAATHT OTUUTA
BbBE)X/JAaHE HA HOBU Y4E€OHM AUCUMIUIMHM B OakaJaBbpCKU M MAaruCTbPCKHU INPOrpaMuy;
Hay4yHa pelaKlys Ha pa3InyHU TEKCTOBE M WIEHCTBO B penkoieruu; 1-p Hukonosa wienysa
B HAI[MOHAJHU ¥ MEXAYHApOJHU NPOopeCHOHATHU OpraHu3anuu; padoTu 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha
KaTeqpaTa, paKynTeTa 1 yHUBEpCUTETA.

4. Ouenka Ha y4eOHO-TIPeNnoAaBaTe/ICKaTa IeiiHOCT Ha KaHIU/1aTa

[IpodecnonanmHuAT IBT HA 1. ac. A-p Mapust Hukonosa karo npenonasaren B YHCC
3amouBa npe3 2012 r., Bennara cnen npugodbusanero Ha OHC ,,mokxTop®. Ilpe3 nzmunanure
TOAMHU Ts JONPHHACA 3a aKTyaJM3UpaHe Ha ChABPKAHUETO Ha y4deOHUTE IUIaHOBE Ha
BOJIGHUTE OT KaTenpa ,,Meanu u oO1iecTBeHH KOMYHHKAIMK' ™ 0aKalaBbpCKU U MaruCThPCKU
IporpaMM C pPa3BUTHETO Ha HampaBieHUs Karo ,.kpusuceH IIP“ m ,,KomyHukanuu B
COLIMAJIHUTE Menuu‘. YueOHO-TpenoaaBareickara i JeHHOCT ce MOAKpens OT M3JaBaHara
yyeOHa nuTeparypa (OCHOBHO B CBHTPYJHMUYECTBO C KOJETM OT KaTejapara), KakTo U OT
JNOIBIHUTETHUTE W MpodecuoHaTHW H35IBU U YYacTHETO B HAYYHO-U3CIIEAO0BATEICKU
IIPOEKTH.

I'n. ac. HukonoBa e ThpceHa OT CTYyAEHTUTE, BOJACHUTE OT Hesl u3dupaemMu ydeOHU
JUCLUIUIMHU ca M30upaHu mnocTossHHO. OT efHa CcTpaHa TOBa Ce€ JBJDKM Ha TAXHATa
aKTyaJIHOCT U MHTEpeca Ha CTYJEHTUTE; HO OT Jpyra cTpaHa CTOM OT/laBaHaTa OT KaHJIuAaTa
€Heprus B Ipoleca Ha IperojaBaHe, NPUIAraHuTe OT Hesl MOAECPHU METOAU Ha o0ydyeHHE,
JUHAMHYHOTO ¥ MOJEPHO MOJHACSIHE Ha MaTepuaia.

5. KpaTka xapakTepucTHKa Ha NpeIcTABEHUTEe HAYYHH TPY/A0Be/IMy0IuKauuu

I'naBen acuctent HukonoBa npezacraBs 3a 1ieIUTe Ha KOHKypca 2 MoHorpaduu, 12
IJIaBM OT KOJIGKTHMBHH MOHOTpaduH, 2 CTaTUM B CBETOBHOM3BECTHH pedepupaHu u
UHJEKCcUpaHu 6a3u 1 19 npyru craTuu U JOKJIaau.

Ot ocoben uHTEpec € MoHorpadusTa ,,YpaBieHHE Ha KPU3U B COIUATHUTE MEIUU",
pa3paboTeHa 3a LenuTe Ha XabmimTanusara. Ts cbueTaBa HHTepecuTe Ha Ii1. ac. Hukonosa B
oOnactra Ha KpusucHUTE KoMyHuKauuu u [IP u onnaiin komyHukanusTa. PazpaboTrBanero
Ha MOHOrpadusTa Oerle JONbIHUTEIHO CTUMYJINPAHO OT NEpUo/ia Ha MAHAEMHUATa, KaKTO U
OT YHUBEPCUTETCKHM IIPOEKT 3a U3CJIEeIBAHE HAa KPU3HCHUTE OHJIAHH KOMYHUKAIUU.
ChabppxaHueTo Ha MOHorpadusTa MOXKe 1a ObJe pasriielaHO U KaTo IOJIe3HA 33 Y4eOHHS
IpoLeC JIUTEepaTypa, HO M KaTo CBOEOOpa3eH HApBUYHUK 3a Pa3IMYHU HMHCTUTYLMH 3a
CIpaBsiHE C KpU3U 4pe3 MHCTPYMEHTUTE Ha OHJIAliH KOMyHHKauusaTa. MoHorpadusra Gemie
Ipe/icTaBeHa Mpej] YHUBEpPCUTETCKaTa OOIIHOCT U Mo BpeMe Ha CenMuliaTa Ha KHMraTa B
YHCC npe3 M. anpun 2024 r.

Karo msuo, xopmychT oOT myOnMKyBaHM OT KaHAUAAaTa TEKCTOBE pa3KpUBa
[[eJIEHACOYeHa M3ClIeZloBaTelicka paboTa, KosATO € (OKycupaHa BbpPXY MOJAEpHa U
HeoOxo/uMa 3a 00y4eHHMETO U MpakTHKaTa TemaTtuka. [lopaau uatepecHuTe n3cneaBaHus Ha
Oparapcku omut, Ou Omio noOpe ri. ac. HukonoBa na akTHBH3Upa MyOJMKYBaHETO Ha
TEKCTOBE Ha M3IOJ3BAHUTE OT Hesl UYK/IU €3ULlU (aHTJIHICKU U (PpEeHCKN).

6. CuHTe3MpaHa OLEHKA HA OCHOBHMTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-NPUJIOKHU NMPHHOCH

HA KaHIHMaTa
MHeHneTo MU 3a HAIMYMETO Ha HAYYHU W Hay4YHO-TIPUJIOKHH PUHOCH HA KaH/IM1aTa
BEUe CTaBa sICHO OT IPEAXOJHOTO u3noxeHue. ['nm. ac. n-p Mapus Huxosnosa passusa



CBbBMECTHO ChC CBOMTE KOJIETH OT KaTenpa ,,Meauu u obmectBenn komynukanuu* B YHCC
HaIpaBJIEHUETO ,,KPU3UCHU KOMYHUKaMK, , kpuszuceH 1P, , Menuiina u uHbOpMaIiMOHHA
rpamoTtHocT. ToBa cTaBa upe3 JO0OpO ChuUeTaBaHE Ha M3CJeNOBaTe]ICKa M MyOJIMKAalMOHHA
aKTUBHOCT; paboTa IO pa3JIMYHU MPOEKTH; HEMPEKbCHATO aKTyaJu3upaHe Ha Yy4eOHO-
npernoaaBaTenckust nporec. OTpakeHne Ha yHopUTara U IlelieHacoueHa paboTa MOXKe Ja
ObJle HAMEPEHO U B aIMUHUCTPATUBHU U CTPATETMYECKH IMOCTH)KEHUS Ha KaTeapaTa Kato
BHCOKHUTE AaKpEAUTAIIMOHHM OLEHKH M YTBbpXKJAaBaHETO Ha ,Memuu u 0OILIECTBEHU
komyHuKanuu* kato karenpa Ha KOHECKO.

7. OCHOBHU KPUTHYHH 0eJIeKKU U MPEeNnOPBHKU KaHaUuAaTa

He moxe na ce roBopu 3a OTIpaBsiHE Ha KPUTUYHM OEJIEXKKU KbM TJl. ac. 1-p Mapus
HuxonoBa. Ilo-ckopo Tps06Ba fAa BKIIOYMM IpeNopbKa Jla MpOABbIKaBa CBOATA
IIpenoaBaTesiCKa, M3CJIEAOBATEICKAa U IPOEKTHA JEWHOCT ChC ChlIaTa OTAAIEHOCT KbM
npodecusTa 1 UHCTUTYLIMATA, KOUTO ca XapaKTepHU 3a KaHIUAaTa U KbM MOMEHTA.

HpCFJIGI[’I)T Ha MOPCHJIOKCHUTC KapTW 3a MU3INBIHCHUC HaA KOJIUYCCTBCHUTC U
KayeCTBEHU M3MCKBAaHUS HACOUBA KbM HSAKOM HallpaBlieHHs, B KOUTO J1-p HukosoBa Moxe na
aKTUBM3Mpa paborata cu cien xaOuwnurauuara. Ha mbpBo MsACTO ToBa € YCHWIHMETO 3a
nyOJIMKyBaHe B Hail-BUIMMHTE 0a3H, KOUTO Ca CbC CBETOBHO MHJEKCUpPaHE U pedepupaHe.
Ha BTOpO — BKJIFOUBAHETO M HA MPOEKTH C HAMOHAIHO (PMHAHCHUpaHE B MOPT(OIMOTO Ha
pabotara i1. Hakpas Oux uckana ga mocoda u paboraTa ¢ JOKTOPAHTHU, KOATO IL€ HO3BOJIH
Ch3JaBaHETO HAa CBOEOOpa3Ha HayyHa IIKOJAa W MpeJaBaHe Ha HATPYNaHUTE ONUT HU
MIO3HAHUS.

8. 3akiroueHue

KangumareT B KOHKypca 3a AOLEHT IJI. ac. A-p Mapus IlnamenoBa HukosioBa
OTroBaps Ha M3MCKBAHUATA HAa 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha AKaJleMUYHUS ChCTaB B PemyOmnka
bearapus m Ha IlpaBunHMKa 3a HErOBOTO IPUIIOKEHHE, KakTo M Ha ,llpaBunHuk 3a
OpraHu3alMsATa U MPOBEXKIAHETO Ha KOHKYPCH 3a MPUAOOMBAaHE HA HAy4YHM CTENEHH U 3a
3aeMaHe Ha akageMuuHu AnbxHocTH B YHCCY. C mbiiHa BeTpelHa yOeIeHOCT Ipeiaram
T4 da Obae u30paHa 3a AoueHT B mnpodecuoHanHo HampasieHue 3.5 ,,O0miecTBeHn
KOMYHHMKAallMM ¥  HMHQOpPMAllMOHHM HAyKH, Hay4yHa cHoenuagHoct ,,Bpb3ku ¢
00IIECTBEHOCTTA M KOMyHMKanus B coruanuute menuu* B YHCC.

TIOAMHAC: ...oiiiiiiii
nou. 1-p Jenuna I'opunnosa

23 anpun 2024 r.
Codus



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

OPINION

From: assoc. prof. Denitsa Gorchilova, PhD; UNWE
code 3.7 “Administration and Management”, sc. field “Organization and
Management of Non-Material Production (Civil Society Institutions)”
Regarding:  competition for associate professor in the professional field 3.5 "Public
Communications and Information Sciences", scientific specialty "Public
Relations and Communication in Social Media™ at the UNWE

1. Information about the competition

The competition is announced for the needs of the Department of Media and Public
Communications, Faculty of Economics of Infrastructure of the UNWE according to the
Decision of the AC Ne 6/13.12.2023. I participate in the scientific jury of the competition
according to the Order Ne 625/ 11.03.2024 of the Deputy Rector of Scientific research of the
UNWE.

2. Brief information about the candidate

The only candidate in the competition is chief asst. Maria Plamenova Nikolova, PhD
who is a full-time lecturer at the Department of Media and Public Communications, Faculty
of Infrastructure Economics, UNWE.

3. Meeting the requirements for the academic position

From the enclosed documents for participation in the competition and the evidence
for them it is clear that the candidate chief asst. Maria Nikolova, PhD fulfils both the national
minimum requirements according to the Law on academic staff development (Article 2b) and
the Regulations for its application (Article 1a, paragraph 1) and the increased additional
requirements for the UNWE (Article 2b, paragraph 5) and the Regulations for its application
(Article 1a, paragraphs 2-3). This is also reflected in the submitted opinion of the Habilitation
Council of the UNWE.

In terms of quantitative requirements, it should be noted that there are areas where the
candidate's activities exceed several times what is set out in both the national minimum and
the UNWE criteria. In the first group, these are the different types of publications submitted
(Group D, 330 points against a minimum of 200) and, more pleasingly, the citations (Group
E, 170 points against a required 50). The fact that the scientific research of chief asst. Maria
Nikolova, PhD is read and used by the scientific community is an extremely important
argument for her habilitation.

Among the additional quantitative requirements set by the UNWE, what should be
noted is the active involvement of the chief asst. Maria Nikolova, PhD in academic exchange
(466 points in Group K) and her participation in university and international projects (Group
I, 259 points with a minimum of 40).



In terms of fulfilling the qualitative requirements, the candidate reports the
introduction of new courses in undergraduate and graduate programs; scientific editing of
various texts and membership in editorial boards; Dr. Nikolova is a member of national and
international professional organizations; works for the development of the department,
faculty and university.

4. Evaluation of the candidate's teaching activity

The professional path of dr. Maria Nikolova as a lecturer at the UNWE began in
2012, immediately after obtaining her PhD. In the past years she contributed to updating the
content of the curricula of the bachelor and master programs led by the Department of Media
and Public Communications with the development of areas such as “crisis PR™ and "social
media communications”. Her teaching and learning activities are supported by the academic
literature she publishes (mainly in collaboration with colleagues from the department), as
well as by her additional professional appearances and participation in research projects.

Chief asst. Maria Nikolova is in demand by the students, her elective courses are
constantly chosen. On the one hand this is due to their relevance and the interest of the
students; but on the other hand there is the energy of the candidate in the teaching process,
the modern teaching methods she applies, the dynamic and modern presentation of the
material.

5. Brief description of the presented scientific papers/publications

Chief asst. Maria Nikolova participates in the competition with 2 monographs, 12
chapters of collective monographs, 2 articles in world renowned refereed and indexed
databases and 19 other articles and reports.

The monograph "Crisis Management in Social Media" developed for the habilitation
is of particular interest. It combines chief asst. Nikolova's interests in the field of crisis
communications and PR and online communication. The development of the monograph was
further stimulated by the pandemic period as well as by a university project on online crisis
communication. The content of the monograph can be read as useful literature for the
teaching process, but also as a kind of handbook for different institutions to deal with crises
through the tools of online communication. The monograph was also presented to the
university community during the UNWE Book Week in April 2024.

In general, the corpus of texts published by the candidate reveals a targeted research
work, which is focused on modern and necessary for education and practice topics. Due to
the interesting research on Bulgarian experience, it would be a good idea for chief asst.
Nikolova to intensify the publication of texts in the foreign languages she uses (English and
French).

6. Synthesized assessment of the main scientific and applied contributions of
the candidate
My opinion about the existence of scientific and applied contributions of the
candidate is already clear from the previous statement. Chief asst. Maria Nikolova, PhD
develops together with her colleagues from the Department of Media and Public
Communications at the UNWE the fields of "crisis communications", "crisis PR", "media
and information literacy”. This is done through a good combination of research and
publication activity; work on various projects; continuous updating of the teaching and



learning process. Reflection of the hard and focused work can also be found in the
administrative and strategic achievements of the department such as the high accreditation
ratings and the establishment of Media and Public Communications as a UNESCO Chair.

7. Main critical remarks and recommendations of the candidate

One cannot speak of real critical remarks to chief asst. Maria Nikolova. Rather, we
should include a recommendation to continue her teaching, research and project activities
with the same dedication to the profession and the institution that are characteristic of the
candidate at present.

The review of the meeting the quantitative and qualitative requirements points to
some areas where Dr. Nikolova can intensify her work after habilitation. First and foremost,
this is the effort to publish in the most visible databases that have worldwide indexing and
referencing. Secondly, the inclusion of nationally funded projects in her portfolio of work.
Finally, 1 would also like to mention the work with PhD students, which will allow the
creation of a kind of scientific school and the transfer of the experience and knowledge
gained.

8. Conclusion

The candidate in the competition for associate professor chief asst. Maria
Plamenova Nikolova, PhD meets the requirements of the Law on the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation, as
well as the "Regulations for the Organization and Conduct of Competitions for the
Acquisition of Scientific Degrees and for the Filling of Academic Positions at the UNWE".
With full inner conviction | propose that she should be elected associate professor in the
professional field 3.5 "Public Communications and Information Sciences”, scientific
specialty "Public Relations and Communication in Social Media" at the UNWE.

Signed: ...
assoc. prof. Denitsa Gorchilova, PhD

April 23" 2024
Sofia



