YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAIIMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOIIAHCTBO

CTAHOBUIIE

Or:  mpod. n.H. [leruo JlenueB IlenueB, YHCC, Hayuna cnenmannoct 3.8 MkoHOMMKa

(ucropust ¥ TeOpus Ha CTOIAHCTBOTO)

OTtHOCHO: KOHKYpC 3a JOLEHT 1o npodecruoHanHo HanpasieHue 3.8 MlkoHomuka,HayuyHa
cnenuannoct ,,Cromancka ucropus B YHCC, obnapogBan B JlppkaBeH
BECTHHK, Op. 69 ot 16 aBrycr 2024 r.

1. Nndopmauus 3a KOHKypca
KonkypcbhT € 00siBeH 3a HYXIUTE Ha Kareapa ,,llomuThyecka MKOHOMHMS, CEKIUA
“Cronancka uctopus Ha YHCC cprinacno Pemenne na AC Ne 4/26.06. 2024 r. YuacTBaM B
ChCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO KYpH IO KOHKypca chriacHo 3amoex Ne 2939/ 15.10.2024 r. Ha
Pexropa na YHCC.
2. Kparka nndopmanus 3a KaHIMIATUTE B KOHKypca
3a yuacTHe B KOHKypca € mojaid JOKYMEHTH €IuH KaHAuJaT — J-p XPHUCTUSH
AtanacoB AtanacoB. Ot 2017 1. 10 cera TOW € JOUEHT B CHEIUATHOCT ,,ApXMUBUCTHUKA U
JOKYMEHTAIMCTUKA B YHUBEPCUTET MO OMOIMOTEKO3HAHHE U MH(GOPMAIMOHHU TEXHOJIOTHH
(YuubUT).
3. M3mbiaHeHHe HA M3MCKBAHUSTA 32 3aeMaHe HA aKaJeMHUYHATA [UIbKHOCT
3a yyacTHMETO CU B OOSBEHUS KOHKYPC KaHIUAATBT €  MPEJCTaBHII BCHUKH
HeoOxonumu Marepuanu. C TIX TOH JOKa3Ba, Y€ M3MBIHSABA HAIIMOHATHUTE MHHUMAITHU
m3uckBanus cbriacHo 3PACPD (un. 26) u IlpaBuinanka 3a npuioxkeHueTo My (wi. la, am. 1).
OT npuioXKEHUTE KapTHU CTaBa SICHO, Y€ J-p XPUCTUSH ATaHacOB ATAHACOB € M3ITBIHWI
KOJMYECTBEHUTE U KAadeCTBEHWTE H3UCKBAHMS 3a 3aeMaHe Ha JIBXKHOCTTA ,JOLUEHT B
YHCC. U3uckBaHusiTa Ha CbOTBETHUTE HOPMATUBHU JOKYMEHTH 32 MUHUMAJIHU MIParoBe u
Opoit Touku B ocHOBHUTE Tpynu A, B, I' u I, a CbIIO ¥ AOMBIHUTEITHUTE U3UCKBAHHS Ha
YHCC B rpynu K, 3, 1, K ca HanxBbpieHu
4. OueHka HA y4eOHO-IIpenoAaBaTeJCKaTa IeiiHOCT 32 BCeKH KaHAMIAT MOOT/AeJTHO
JoueHT n-p XpuctusiH ATaHacoB ATaHACOB UMa COJIMJIEH MPENOAABATEIICKU OUT U €
YTBBPJICH YHUBEPCUTETCKH mpemnojaBaten. Ot akagemuynata 2010/2011 mo 2023/2024 r.
HaToBapeHocTTa My € 4 773 yueOHM 4aca, mpUpaBHEHU KbM ynpaxsHeHus. Ot 2010 r. n-p
ATaHacoB € MPUBINYAH PEIOBHO KaTO XOHOpPYBaH npenojasaren mo CtonaHcka UCTOPUS B
YHCC. 3a nocouenus no-rope nepuoj Heroara o6ma HaroBapeHocT B YHCC e 918 yaca,
MpUpaBHEHW KbM yrnpaxHeHus. [Ipu pabortata cu B YHHBEpcHUTETa 32 HAIMOHAIHO H
CBETOBHO CTONAHCTBO J-p ATaHacoB IIOKa3Ba KayecTBa Ha OTIOBOPEH, CBBECTEH H
aBTOpUTETEH Npenojaasares. OT3UBUTE 32 HErO OT CTPaHa Ha CTYJEHTH U MPENnoJaBaTeNH ca
OTJIMYHU U B TO3U CMHCHII MOXE Jla Ce€ MpHeMe, Ye TOM HaITbIHO Ce BIHMCBA B CTpeMeXka Ha
karenpa ,llonuTnyecka MKOHOMHUA 3a BHCOKO KauyeCTBO HA MPENOJaBAHETO MO BCUYKHU
y4eOHU AUCLUUIUIMHHA, KOUTO C€ BOJAT OT HEHHU MPEno/iaBaTeH.
5. Kparka xapakTepucTHKA HA NPeACTABEHUTe HAYYHH TPYAOBe/My0JIMKALINU
3a yuyacTue B HACTOSIIHS KOHKYpPC A-p XpUCTHUSAH ATaHacoB ATaHACOB € MPEACTaBHII
06110 39 oT nmyOIMKAIMUTE CH, B TOBA YHCJIO: OCHOBEH XabmiuTanuoHeH Tpyx (Pa3Butue Ha



3eMeIeNICKOTO KpeauTupaHne B JlyHaBckus Bumaet: ,,O0monone3nute’ kacu mpe3 60-te u 70-
te roguHu Ha XIX Bek), yueOHO momaraiio, Hay4Ha KHUTa, MOHOrpadus Ha 6a3a 3amuTeHa
JUcepTalus, CTaTUU U CTyAUU, TyOIUKYBaHHU B PA3JIUYHU NEPUOAUYHU U3JAHHUSL.

Ot npencraBeHnTe MyOJIMKALMKU CTaBa SICHO, Y€ A-p XPUCTUSH A. ATaHACOB UMa TPacH U
YCTOWYMB MHTEpPEC KbM HM3CJE/IBaHE HA PA3JIMYHH MPOOJIEMH MO CTOMAHCKA UCTOPUS, KOSITO
MOXKE /1a C€ OLEHU KaTO OCHOBHO HAIpaBJICHUE HAa HErOBUTE HAay4yHU 3aHMMaHus. Taszu
cnenuguKka € 0oco0eHO BaKHA C OIVIe[ HACTOSIIUSA KOHKYPC U HYKIUTE Ha Kareiapa
,llomutndecka wkoHomus . Omle ¢ Hal-paHHUTE CU MyOJUKAIMU, TMPEAH Ja CTaHe
xoHOpyBaH npenojasaten 1no Cronancka uctopus B YHCC, n-p AtaHacoB mokasBa HHTEPEC
¥ yMEHHE 32 UCTOPUYECKU aHaJM3 Ha MpOoOJIEMH OT CTOMAHCKAaTa UCTOPHUS MO OBITrapcKHUTe
3emu nipeau OcBoboxkaeHnero. Ha cronancko-ucropuyecka TeMaTHKa € U AUcepTalusITa My,
C KOsITO Mpuo0uBa oOpa3zoBaTeiHaTa U HaydHa CTeNeH JOKTop. B cdepara Ha cromanckara
UCTOpHUSL Ca U OCHOBHUTE CTAaTUU U CTYJIWHU, KOUTO I-p ATaHAacoB MIpujara 3a ydyacTue B
KOHKypca. Hsikon oT Te3u cTatuu M CTyJuM ca IyOJMKyBaHU B aBTOPUTETHU MEPUOIUYHU
u3JaHusl, KOuTo ca uHAekcupanu B Ckomyc. XaOWIUTAIIMOHHUAT TPyA Ha A-p ATaHACOB €
IIOCBETEH HAa €IUH OT Hal-MHTEPECHUTE M Ba)XKHU €JIEMEHTH OT CTOINAHCKaTa UCTOPHUS Ha
bearapckute 3emu npean OcBoO0XKIEHUETO, @ UMEHHO Ch3J]aBaHETO U JIEHHOCTTA Ha T. Hap.
OOIIOIOJIE3HH KaCH.

Jpyro o0mo HampaBieHHWE B MyOJUKAIMUTE Ha JI-p ATaHACOB € apXWBUCTHKATA H
JOKYMEHTaIMCTUKAaTa. B M3BeCTHA CTEMEeH TO CHIIO € CBbP3aHO ChC CTOMAHCKATa UCTOPHSL.
Toli BbBE’)XJa B Hay4HO OOpallleHHE aBTEHTUYHH IIbPBUYHHM M3TOYHHUIM 3a LIEHU, MOHETH,
MEpPKH M TErJIWJIKH, KOUTO HMaT MPAKO OTHOIICHHE KbM aHajdu3a Ha TEHICHIMUTE B
CTOIAHCKOTO pa3BUTHE HA OBIArapcKUTE 3eMU. 3abJIOOYEHOTO IO3HAHUE HAa APXUBHUTE
M3TOYHMIIMA TO3BOJISIBA Ha JI-p ATaHAacoOB Ja PEKOHCTPyHpa MKOHOMHYECKAaTa HUCTOpHs, Aa
JIOCTUTa 10 UHTEPECHU M HOBU M3BOJU. YacT OT CTaTHMMTE, KOUTO MOTaT Jla C€ OINpEeAessaT
KaTo Kpae3HaHWe U peruoHaliHa HCTOpUsl (MHUKPOUCTOPHUS) CBHIIO Ca IIOCBETEHH Ha
CTOIAaHCKOUCTOPHUYECKH TEMHU.

CrenuanHo BHUMaHHE 3acly’kaBa XaOWIMTAMOHHHUAT TPyJ Ha A-p ATaHacoB -
Pazeumue mna 3emedenckomo Kpeoumupane ... Toll € IUIOL HA IBITOTOJUIIHA
u3cnefoBarencka pabora oT cTpaHa Ha A-p XpuUcTUsH ATaHacoB. ToBa SICHO CH JIUYH OT
HErOBUTE OCHOBHU XapaKTEPUCTUKU. TPyAbT € MOCBETEH HAa 3HAUYUM M MHTEPECEH Mpo0sieM
OT HCTOpHATa Ha OBArapcKUTe 3eMHU Ipe3 TperaTa 4eTBbPT Ha XIX Bek. Pa3Butuero Ha
3eMeleNCKUs KpeaUuT B JIyHaBCKM BHJIa€T U MO-KOHKPETHO (YHKUMUTE U poJsATa Ha
OO0III0MOIE3HUTE KacH Mpe3 pasriiekIaHus Nepuo]l € TeMa, KOSATO MpeACTaBiIsiBa HHTEpeC He
caMmo 3a CTOMAHCKHUTE UCTOPHUIIM, HO CHIIO Taka 3a ucropuuute Ha OcMaHCKaTa UMIEPUS U 3a
JPYTU CHEIHUATMCTU — (PUHAHCUCTH, COLMOIIO3M U Ap. TpyabT MOXKe Ja ce XapakTepusupa u
KaTo MHTEPAHUCLUUIUIMHAPEH, MOHEXKE aBTOPHT yMENO ChueTaBa M I0JI3Ba METOAMUTE Ha
HUCTOPUYECKOTO H3CJEIBAHE — DPA3KpUBAHE W KPUTHYEH aHAIM3 Ha HOBU H3BOpU — C
MOCTH)KEHUSI HAa UKOHOMHYECKaTa U (PMHAHCOBATa TEOPUSI.

Karo enHO OT OCHOBHHTE JOCTOMHCTBA Ha pa3paboTkara Ha JI-p ATaHacoB TpsOBa Ja
ce mocouun (GakThT, Y€ TOM € Oa3upaH Ha OTPOMHO KOJIMYECTBO HENMyOJIMKYyBaHU H
nyOnukyBaHu uH(popManoHHM u3TouHUIM. Cpen TiIx TpsOBa ga ce oObpHE OCOOEHO
BHUMaHHE Ha MPUHOCAa Ha aBTOpAa B MPHUBIMYAHETO M TOJ3BAHETO HA U3BOPH C OCMAaHO-
TYpCKH XapakTep. ToBa OT CBOsl CTpaHa He O3HayaBa NpeHeOperBaHe Ha OBITapcKHUTE
W3BOPH, KOUTO IO €IMH WU JAPYT HAuMH ca CBbP3aHU C OOIIOMNOJIE3HUTE KacH. ABTOPBT ce
OMHTBA U B TOJsIMA CTENEH YyCIsBa Ja MpHBIEYE IslaTa HalWyHa WHQOpMAIMoHHA 0a3a,
KOETO My ToMara B MpaBJoNoA00HOTO 0OpHcyBaHe HA HAYAJIHUTE JE€CETHJIETUS OT TAXHaTa



UCTOpUS. YCHOPEAHO C TOBA IMPU M3CJIEABAHETO HA MOCTaBEHUS MPOOJIeM TOM MOAXO0XKAA C
BHUMaHUE U HE MpeHeOpersa UCTOPUOTPAPCKUTE MOCTHHKCHHUS HA aBTOPH, PAOOTHIIH MPEIAH
HEro mo mpoOiieM OT CTOMAaHCKAaTa W COLUalHAa HCTOPUS Ha OBJIrapCKUTEe 3eMU U Ha
Ocmanckata umnepus npe3 Tperata 4eTBbpT Ha XIX Bek. [loOpo BmedarieHwe mnpaBu
M03HABAHETO Ha HAW-HOBUTE MOCTIKEHHUS Ha ObJirapckara U Ha TypcKaTra HCTOpHYECKa
HayKa, a CBII0O M CTPEMEXBT PA3BUTHUETO Ha OOIIOMOJIE3HUTE KAaCH Jla C€ TOCTaBU B
KOHTEKCTa Ha LsAJIOCTHATa cromaHcka ucropus Ha OcmaHckata ummnepus. TpsOBa na ce
oTOeNneXn, 4e B TOBAa OTHOILIEHHE TOM MOAXO0XKAAa 0€3 M3IUIIHU KOMIUIEKCH KaTo OTIaBa
HE00XOIMMOTO BHUMAaHHUE, HO CBHIIEBPEMEHHO MOJIX0Xk/1a KPUTUYHO KbM U3CJIEIBAHUSATA HA
MO-CTapH U Ha CHbBPEMEHHU OBJITAPCKU M TYPCKH aBTOPH.

[IpaBu BreyarseHue M yMENOTO CTPYKTypuUpaHe Ha TpyAa. Tod ce CbCTOM OT TpH
IJIaBU, KaTo IbpBaTa € MOCBETeHa Ha MO-00IIM MpoOJeMH KAaTo pa3BUTHETO W POJIATA HA
3eMEeJIeINeTO, pOoJisiTa Ha JHUXBApCTBOTO, JAeMorpadusita M COLHAIHO-MKOHOMUYECKUS
npodun Ha [lyHaBcku BmiiaeT. Bropara rimaBa ce ¢okycupa BBPXY ,,MaKPOHCTOpPHUATA™ HA
OOIIOMOJIE3HUTE KAaCH — WMHCTUTYIMOHAJIHA CTPYKTypa, AEHHOCT, HabupaHe Ha KalluTalH,
370ynoTpeOu u T.H. TperaTta riaBa € MOCBETCHA Ha JICHHOCTTA HA KaCUTE HA ,,MUKPOHHBO,
KOETO HH I03BOJISIBA J1a TPOCIIEIUM KaK KOHKPETHO (PYHKIIMOHUPAT KacuTe, KakbB € e(peKThT
OT JEWHOCTTAa UM OT TJIe[JHATa TOYKA Ha KOHKPETHUTE MOTPEOUTENN HA TEXHUTE KPEAUTH.
Taka ce mosydyaBa eHa ILSUIOCTHA KAPTHHA, KOATO IMO3BOJISIBA HA YMTATENsA HAWCTHHA Aa
pa3bepe KakBO MPEACTaBIABAT KacuTe, Kak paboTAT, Kak U JOKOJIKO paboTara MM 3acsira
OTJIETTHUTE APEeOHN CTOMAHCKU €IUHUIM B [lyHaBCKH BUIIAET.

Pa3paboTkara uma u peauiia Ipyru NOJOKUTEIHU CTPAHU KaTO (PAKTOIOTUYHU MPUHOCH,
MO3HABaHE M TOJI3BaHE HA TEOPETUYHUTE MOCTIKEHUS HAa MKOHOMHYECKaTa TEOpHs U T.H.,
KOUTO HE MOra Jia ce u30posAT B €IHO OTHOCUTEITHO KPaTKO CTAaHOBHIIE. 3aciykaBa obaye 1a
ce oTOeNexH, 4e Ts € HalKcaHa YeTHBHO, 0e3 M3JIMIIHA NMPETeHIMO3HOCT, HO U 0e3 na ce
n304rBa He0OXOAMMOCTTA OT MPELU3HOCT Ha U3Ka3a.

6. CuHTe3upaHa OIEHKA HA OCHOBHUTE HAYYHU W HAYYHO-NPHUJI0KHU NMPUHOCH HA

KaHIMJIaTUTe

BuuMmarenHusT aHanu3 Ha MyOJUKAIMUTE, C KOUTO A-p XPUCTUSH ATaHACOB ydacTBa B
KOHKYypca 3a AoueHT 1no CtonaHcka uctopust KbM Karenapa [lonutudecka MKOHOMUS TTOKa3Ba,
Ye KaHJIWJAThT WMa CBHIIECTBEHHM MPUHOCH B 00JaCTTa HA HCTOpUsTa Ha (UHAHCHUTE,
CTOMAHCKUTE MHCTUTYIIMU U JPYTH CTPYKTYpPH, KOUTO MMAT OTHOIICHHE KbM OBITApCKOTO
WKOHOMHUYECKO MHHAJIO, Hai-Beue mpe3 18-19 Bek. Te3m mpuHOCH ca J00pe OIEHEHU OT
npodecroHanHaTa OOIIHOCT, KOETO CH JHYM M OT IIUTUPAHUATA HA HETOBU CTATUU M KHUTH.
NMenHo cuctemHara HayyHa paboTa IO CTOMAaHCKa WCTOpHUSA, B ChYETaHHE C JOOPOTO
[M03HABaHE HA MMbPBUYHUTE aBTEHTHMYHU M3BOPH € OCHOBHA XapaKTEPHCTHKA HA KaHIAUaTa.
Ts orroBaps HambiHO Ha npoduina Ha YHCC karo MKOHOMMYECKH YHUBEPCHUTET, KOWTO
MPEIOCTaBs Ha CTYJIEHTUTE CU KauyeCTBEHO 00pa3oBaHHE, KOETO € U3BIECYEHO OT BHPXOBHUTE
MOCTHKEHUSI B ChOTBETHUTE HAYYHU HampaBiieHus U oOsactu. KaHauaaTeT € ThpceH KaTo
pEIeH3eHT, yJyacTBa B MpOo(dECHOHATHU OpraHU3alliy, WIEH € Ha PeJaKIMOHEH CHhBET Ha
CIMCaHKe, KOeTo € uHaekcupano B WOS, nMa crienuain3aniy B 1y KOnHa.

7. OCHOBHM KPUTHYHHU 0eJIe:KKH M MPENOPbKH KbM BCEKU KAHIUIAT MOOTAETHO

[IpencraBennTe HaydYHW MyONIWKallMd Ha J-p ATaHACOB TIOKa3BaT HETOBUS JOOBP
M3CIeI0BATEICKU TOTEHIIMA. B To3u AyxX ca v IBeTe MU MPEemopbku: Aa Pokycupa ObAemuTe
CH M3CJIe/IBaHUATA Hail-Beue B 00JJacTTa Ha CTOMAHCKAaTa UCTOPHUS M CXOJIHU 00JacTH, a ChIIO
1 JIa TOTHPCHU BH3MOKHOCTH 32 MEXAYHAPOIHH IMyOIHUKAIIUH.

8. 3axuouenue



[IpencraBenuTe B KOHKypca MaTE€puaid U HAYYHU TPYAOBE HA JI-p XPHUCTUSH ATaHACOB
MU JaBaT IbJIHO OCHOBaHUE Jla OLIEHS BHMCOKO HETOBHUTE HAyYHO-WU3CIICOBATEIICKU U
MIPernoaBaTeNICKH MOCTHKEHUSI.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha TOBa, MpenopbUBaM Ha MOYUTAEMOTO KYypH Ja u3depe aA-p XpUCTHUSH
ATaHacoB ATaHacOB Ha aKaJeMUYHATa JUTbKHOCT ,,JJOLIEHT" B MPO(ECHOHAIIHO HAIIPABICHUE
3.8 MkoHoMuKa, HayyHa cieluaiHocT ,,Ctomnancka uctopus™ B YHCC
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REVIEW

By: Prof. Dr. Pencho Denchev Penchev, UNWE, Scientific specialty 3.8 Economics (history
and theory of the economy)

Regarding: competition for associate professor in professional field 3.8 Economics, scientific
specialty "Economic History™ at UNWE, published in the State Gazette, issue 69 of August
16, 2024

1. Information about the competition

The competition is announced for the needs of the Department of Political Economy, Section
"Economic History™ of UNWE according to Decision of the Academic Council No. 4/26.06.
2024. | participate in the composition of the scientific jury for the competition according to
Order No. 2939/15.10.2024 of the Rector of UNWE.

2. Brief information about the candidates in the competition

One candidate has submitted documents for participation in the competition — Hristiyan
Atanasov Atanasov, PhD. Since 2017, he has been an associate professor in the specialty
"Archiving and Documentary Studies at the University of Library Science and Information
Technologies (UniBIT).

3. Fulfillment of the requirements for holding the academic position

For his participation in the announced competition, the candidate has submitted all the
necessary materials. He proves that he meets the national minimum requirements according
to the Law on the Administration of the Republic of Bulgaria (Art. 26) and the Regulations
for its implementation (Art. 1a, para. 1). All the materials makes it clear that Hristiyan
Atanasov Atanasov PhD has fulfilled the quantitative and qualitative requirements for
holding the position of "associate professor" at the UNWE. The requirements of the relevant
regulatory documents for minimum thresholds and number of points in the main groups A, C,
D and E, as well as the additional requirements of the UNWE in groups G, Z, I, K have been
exceeded

4. Assessment of teaching and learning activities for each candidate separately

Associate Professor Hristiyan Atanasov Atanasov PhD has solid teaching experience and is
an well established university lecturer. From the academic year 2010/2011 to 2023/2024, his
workload is 4,773 teaching hours, equivalent to seminars. Since 2010, Dr. Atanasov has been
regularly involved as a part-time lecturer in Economic History at the UNWE. For the above-
mentioned period, his total workload at the UNWE is 918 hours, equivalent to seminars.
During his work at the University of National and World Economy, Dr. Atanasov shows the
qualities of a responsible, conscientious and authoritative lecturer. The feedback from
students and the other colleagues is excellent, and in this sense it can be assumed that he fully
fits into the aspiration of the Department of Political Economy for high quality teaching in all
academic disciplines taught by its professors.

5. Brief description of the submitted scientific works/publications

For participation in this competition Hristiyan Atanasov Atanasov has submitted a total of
39 of his publications, including: a major habilitation work (Development of agricultural
lending in the Danube Vilayet: "Common-Use" Banks in the 1860s and 1870s), a textbook, a



scientific book, a monograph based on a defended dissertation, papers and studies published
in various scientific periodicals.

It is clear from the submitted materials that Hristiyan A. Atanasov has a lasting and
sustainable interest in studying various problems of economic history, which can be assessed
as the main direction of his scientific activities. This specificity is particularly important in
view of the current competition and the needs of the Department of Political Economy. Even
with his earliest publications, before becoming a part-time lecturer in Economic History at
the University of National and World Economy, H. Atanasov shows interest and skill in
historical analysis of problems from the economic history of the Bulgarian lands before the
Liberation. His dissertation, with which he obtained the educational and scientific degree of
PhD, is also on an economic-historical topic. The main articles and studies that H. Atanasov
applies for participation in the competition are also in the field of economic history. Some of
these articles and studies have been published in authoritative periodicals that are Scopus
indexed. H. Atanasov's habilitation work is dedicated to one of the most interesting and
important elements of the economic history of the Bulgarian lands before the Liberation,
namely the creation and activity of the so-called general benefit funds.

Another common direction in H. Atanasov's publications is archival science and
documentary studies. To a certain extent, it is also related to economic history. He introduces
into scientific circulation authentic primary sources for prices, coins, measures and weights,
which are directly related to the analysis of trends in the economic development of the
Bulgarian lands. The in-depth knowledge of the archival sources allows H Atanasov to
reconstruct economic history, to reach interesting and new conclusions. Some of the articles,
which can be defined as local lore and regional history (microhistory), are also dedicated to
economic-historical topics.

Special attention deserves the habilitation work of H. Atanasov - Development of agricultural
crediting ... It is a result of many years of research work. This is clearly evident from its main
characteristics. The work is dedicated to a significant and interesting problem in the history
of the Bulgarian lands in the third quarter of the 19th century. The development of
agricultural credit in the Danube Vilayet and, more specifically, the functions and role of the
general benefit funds during the period under consideration is a topic of interest not only to
economic historians, but also to historians of the Ottoman Empire and to other specialists —
financiers, sociologists, etc. The work can also be characterized as interdisciplinary, because
the author skillfully combines and uses the methods of historical research — discovery and
critical analysis of new sources — with achievements of economic and financial theory.

One of the main advantages of H. Atanasov's work is the fact that it is based on a huge
amount of unpublished and published information sources. Among them, special attention
should be paid to the author's contribution in attracting and using sources of an Ottoman-
Turkish character. This, in turn, does not mean neglecting the Bulgarian sources, which are in
one way or another related to the general public funds. The author tries and largely succeeds
in attracting the entire available information base, which helps him in the believable
depiction of the initial decades of their history. At the same time, in studying the problem
posed, he approaches it with attention and does not ignore the historiographical achievements
of authors who worked before him on a problem of the economic and social history of the
Bulgarian lands and the Ottoman Empire in the third quarter of the 19th century. The
knowledge of the latest achievements of Bulgarian and Turkish historical science, as well as
the effort to place the development of the general benefit funds in the context of the overall
economic history of the Ottoman Empire, makes a good impression. It should be noted that



in this regard he approaches it without unnecessary complexes, paying the necessary
attention, but at the same time critically approaching the research of older and contemporary
Bulgarian and Turkish authors.

The skillful structuring of the work is also impressive. It consists of three chapters, the first
of which is dedicated to more general problems such as the development and role of
agriculture, the role of usury, demography and the socio-economic profile of the Danube
Vilayet. The second chapter focuses on the “macrohistory” of the general benefit funds —
institutional structure, activity, capital raising, abuses, etc. The third chapter is devoted to the
activities of the savings banks at the "micro level™, which allows us to trace how the savings
banks specifically function, what is the effect of their activities from the point of view of the
specific users of their loans. This results in a comprehensive picture that allows the reader to
truly understand what the savings banks are, how they work, how and to what extent their
work affects the individual small business units in the Danube Vilayet.

The development also has a number of other positive aspects such as factual contributions,
knowledge and use of the theoretical achievements of economic theory, etc., which | cannot
list in a relatively short statement. However, it is worth noting that it is written in a readable
manner, without unnecessary pretentiousness, but also without avoiding the need for
precision of expression.

6. Synthesized assessment of the main scientific and scientific-applied contributions of
the candidates

A careful analysis of the publications with which Hristiyan Atanasov participated in the
competition for Associate Professor in Economic History at the Department of Political
Economy shows that the candidate has made significant contributions in the field of the
history of finance, economic institutions and other structures that are relevant to the
Bulgarian economic past, especially in the 18th-19th centuries. These contributions are well
appreciated by the professional community, which is also evident from the citations of his
articles and books. It is the systematic scientific work on economic history, combined with
the good knowledge of the primary authentic sources, that is the main characteristic of the
candidate. It fully meets the profile of the UNWE as an economic university, which provides
its students with quality education, which is derived from the top achievements in the
relevant scientific fields and areas. The candidate is sought after as a reviewer, participates in
professional organizations, is a member of the editorial board of a journal indexed in WoS,
has specializations abroad.

7. Main critical notes and recommendations for each candidate separately

The scientific publications presented by H. Atanasov show his good research potential. In
this spirit are both my recommendations: to focus his future research mainly in the field of
economic history and similar fields, and also to seek opportunities for international
publications.

8. Conclusion

The materials and scientific works of Hristiyan Atanasov presented in the competition give
me full reason to highly appreciate his scientific research and teaching achievements.

Based on this, | recommend to the esteemed jury to elect Hristiyan Atanasov Atanasov PhD
to the academic position of "Associate Professor” in the professional field 3.8 Economics,
scientific specialty "Economic History" at the UNWE

9.12.2024 / Sofia Signature: .........coceviiiiiiiii



