YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBUILE

Or:  npogh. Ceemocnase Heanos Cnacoe;, Yuusepcumem 3a HAYUOHAIHO U CE8EMOBHO
cmonancmeo, 3.8. Ukonomuka

OTtHOCHO: KOHKYpPC 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJeMH4YHa JUTBKHOCT ,,JIOUEHT , MpodecHoHATHO
HampaBieHue 3.8 MkoHoMuKa, HayyHa crneuuanHocT , JKoHOMuKa Ha
oTOpaHarta, BbOPBHKEHU KOH(MIUKTU U MUTpanus*, myonukysad B /IB, 3 Op. ot
09.01.2026 1.

1. Hudopmanus 3a KOHKypca

KonkypcewT € 00siBeH 3a Hykaute Ha kKareapa/paxynter Ha YHCC cwriacHo Pemenwne
Ha AC Ne 5/10.12.2025 r. YyacTBaM B ChCTaBa Ha HAyYHOTO JKypHU IO KOHKYpCa ChIJIACHO
3amoBen Ne 654/ 06.0.2026 . Ha Pexropa nHa YHCC.

2.  Kparka nundopmanus 3a KaHAUJIATHTE B KOHKypca

I'n. ac. n-p Aranac JlumutpoB JJuMuUTpOB € npemnoaaBaTeln B kareapa ,,Hannonansa u
peruonanna curypHoct B YHCC ot 2015 r. B npunosxenarta ot kanauaata aproouorpadus
Ce YCTaHOBsIBA, Y€ KAaHAUIATHT 3aeMa Mo3unusita ,, enaser acucmenm ‘8 YHCC ot 30.11.2020
I., KaTo Mpeau ToBa € OWJI acHUCTEHT, XOHOpPYBAH IperojaBaTesl U PeJAOBEH JOKTOPAaHT B
cblaTta kareapa. Boaun e nexuuu B yHuBepcutetd B Utanus, [lonma u Ucnanus. Ot mecen
Mapt 2024 r. 3aeMa No3ULUATA HA HayueH cekpemap HA KareapaTta. Ot HoemBpu 2022 1. e u
MeHUKBp Ha HanmonanHata mMpexa 3a pemieHus 3a ycroiunBo pazsutue SDSN Bulgaria,
koopauHupana or YHCC u yact ot rino6annata SDSN mpexa.

3. N3nbjaHeHne HA M3MCKBAHUATA 32 3a¢MaHe HA AKAJEeMUYHATA IbKHOCT
3.1. H3nbaHeHHE HA KOJMYECTBEHHUTE H3NCKBAHUSA

KonnuecTBenaTa kapra pa3kpusa, ue IJ1. ac. A-p AtaHac J[MMUTPOB MMOKpHUBA U3LISIIO
M3MCKBAHUATA 32 3a€MaHe Ha akaJIieMUYHaTa O3ULUs ,,JOUEHT , HaJBUIIaBalKy HaJl 1BA IbTU
MUHUMAaJIHUS TOYKOB mpar mo paszen | u Haa tpu mbTH TO3u mo pasnen |l. Kanauaarst e
U3IIBJIHUJI HAllMOHAIHUTE MHHMMAaNHU u3uckBaHus cbriacHo 3PACPB u IlpaBunnuka 3a
MpUJIaraHeTo My, KakTo U fonbiHuTennuTe usucksanus 3a Y HCC coriaacao 3PACPB (un.26,
an.5) u [IpaBuiiHrKa 3a nmpuiaraneTo my (wi.la, an.2-3).

3.2. HM3nbJHEeHME HA KAYEeCTBEHUTE U3UCKBAHUSA

Ot unopmManusTa B KapTaTa 3a U3IMbIHCHHE HAa KAYeCTBEHUTE H3MCKBAHUS 32 3a€MaHe
Ha aKkaJIeMUYHaTa IbXHOCT ,,JoueHT B YHCC cTaBa BUIHO, ue 1. ac. 1-p AtaHac J{umMutpoB
OTroBapsi B IIbJHA CTENEH Ha MW3HUCKBAaHUTE KayecTBeHUW mnokaszarenu. [lomectenara
nH(pOpMaIus CBUIETENICTBA 32 aKTHBHA aKaJIeMUYHA JIEHHOCT B CTpaHaTa M 4y>kOWHa, peauia
ydacTHsi 3aj]] TpaHMIA, BKIIOYUTEIHO B MEXIyHApOOHU GOpyMH U JCHHOCTH Ha



MexayHapoaau opranmu3anuu kato UNODC u SDSN. KannunatsT umMa U JeiHO y4acTHue B
HAI[MOHATTHU M MEXIYHAPOIHH IPOCKTH, KATO AaKTUBHO pabOTH C YYKIAH EKCIEepTH |
M3CcIeI0BaTeNH B MI0JIETO Ha TEMAaTHKaTa Ha KOHKYypca.

N3mbaHeHneTo Ha KOTUYEeCTBEHUTE U KAYeCTBEHUTE U3UCKBAHUS OT TUI. ac. -p ATaHac
JIUMHUTPOB ce MOTBBPKJIaBa U OT MOJIOKUTEITHOTO cTaHOBUIIEe Ha ChBeTa MO XaOUIUTAIIMS
kbM YHCC ¢ 6 rnaca ,,JJA* u 0 rnaca ,,HE* (mpenuc-u3Bneuenuero ot npotokoia Ne 11 ot
06.11.2025 r.). [TokpuBaHeTO Ha HEOOXOAMMHUTE KOJHYECTBEHN U KAUeCTBCHH M3MCKBAHUS 3a
3aeMaHe Ha akKaJeMUYHaTa JUTBXHOCT ,JIONEHT 1Mo mnpodecruoHaHO HamparieHue 3.8.
HNkoHomuKa, Hay4YHa CHEIUAIHOCT ,,JIKOHOMHKa Ha OTOpaHaTa, BhOPBKEHH KOH(MIUKTU U
MUrpanus’ € moTBbpAeHO U ¢ IpoToko oT 11.03.2026 r. oT npoBeneHO 3acejaHie Ha YIIEHOBE
Ha HAY4YHOTO XYPH OTHOCHO IPOBEpPKAa 3a CHOTBETCTBHUE C MHUHHMAIHUTE HAIMOHAIHU
M3UCKBaHMS U AONbIHUTENHUTE n3uckBanus Ha YHCC.

4, Ouenka Ha y4eOHO-NPeNnoJABATEICKATA JAEHHOCT 32 BCEeKM KAHAUAAT
MOOTAEJIHO

I'n. ac. n-p Atanac IuMUTpPOB € YTBBp/IEH NperoaaBarei B KaTeapa ,,Haunonanaa u
peruoHaiHa CUrypHoct™, B koaTo npernogasa oT 2015 r. [Ipodecronannure My KadecTa ca
BUJIMMHU U OT IpPENoJaBaTelickaTa My JCHHOCT B UYXIH YHHUBEPCHUTCTH, Cpea KOouTo LUISS
Guido Carli (Mranus), Niccolo Cusano University (Mramus), Universita degli Studi di Perugia
(Uranus), University of Salamanca (Mcnanust), Universita di Calabria (Mranus) u War Studies
University (TTomma). B pamkute Ha kaTeapa ,,HainoHalHa ¥ pernoHaiHa CUTYPHOCT € Ot
CTYJIEHT, PEJIOBEH JIOKTOPAHT, XOHOPYBaH MPEI01aBaTel, ACUCTEHT U IIOHACTOSIILIEM — IVIaBEH
ACUCTEHT.

I'n. ac. 1-p Atanac J[uMUTPOB yyacTBa JEHHO B Pa3BUTUETO HA Y4eOHUs MpoLeC Ha
KarepaTa MOCPEJICTBOM pa3pabOTBaHETO Ha Yy4eOHUM TPOrpaMu, cCpea KOUTO ca U
CaMOCTOSITENTHO pa3pabOTeHH TakuBa 3a JUCLUIUIMHUTE ,,beXaHIM W NpUHYIUTENIHA
murpanuga” u ,,Onepanuy B MOJKpena Ha Mupa M curypHocrra®. Mma myOnukyBaH
YHUBEPCUTETCKU y4eOHUK — ,,Onepaniuy B MOJAKpena Ha MEeKyHapOIHUS MUP U CUTYPHOCT®,
uznaznex npe3 2024 r., KakTo U KHUTa B ChaBTOPCTBO C UYXKIM aBTOPH BBPXY MPOOIEMHUTE Ha
XYMaHUTapHUTE MUCUHM U MUCUUTE 110 Pa3BUTHE U JEHHOCTTAa HA 3a€TUTE B TSIX.

KanauaareT nMa akTMBHA AEWHOCT U 331 TPaHUIIA, KOETO € BUIHO OT OCBIIECTBEHOTO
OT HEro ChJEHCTBUE 3a CKIIFOUBAHETO Ha CIIOpPa3yMEHHUs 3a MPENoAaBaTeNICKU U CTYIEHTCKU
MOOHMJIHOCTH 1O Tporpama ,,EpazpM+“ ¢ HsAKOIKO uyxau yHuBepcureta — University of
Calabria (Mtamus), Luiss Guido Carli (Mtanus), Universita di Sapienza (Mtanust), University
of Salamanca (Mcnanus) u Universita Niccolo Cusano (Mramust). ChaelicTBal € aKTUBHO U 32
BXOJIA1IIM MOOMJIHOCTH Ha YYKJH JIEKTOPH B 00JacTTa Ha OTOpaHaTa U CUTYPHOCTTA, KaKTO U
3a U3XOJA11a MOOMITHOCT Ha CTY/IEHTH OT Karezpa ,,HalmoHanHa 1 pernoHaiHa CUTypHOCT .

W3x0Jaliku OT TOpeu3IoKEeHOTO, 3asBsiBaM YOeleHO, Y€ KaHIUAAThT MPHUTEKaBa
HE00XOIMMUTE KauecTBa U YMEHHUS 32 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJleMHYHaTa JIBKHOCT ,,JOLIEHT .

5. Kparka XapaKTepucTHKA Ha npeacTABEeHUTE HAYYHHU
TPYAOBe/MyOJMKAUHA

[TyOnukanuoHHaTta AEMHOCT HAa KaHIUJAaTa IMpaBU IOJOKUTEIHO BIEYATICHHE C
HeifHaTa IOoCHIe10BaTeTHOCT, (OKYC M B3aUMOCBBP3aHOCT (MKOHOMHKAa Ha OTOpaHara —
BBOPBHKEHU KOH(QIUKTH — MUrpanusi). XaOUIUTaAIMOHHUAT TPy Ha Ii1. ac. A-p JAuMutpos e



IpUMep B TOBA OTHOILIEHUE, Thi KAaTO aHAJIM3HUPA BPb3KaTa MEX/y BHOPHKEHUTE KOHPIUKTH
Y MIPOJIOBOJICTBEHATA CUTYPHOCT, BKJIIFOUMTEIIHO MTOCPEICTBOM CIIy4Yau OT NMPAKTHKATA.

MHOro MoJIOKUTETHO BIIeYaTICHUE MPABAT U Y4eOHUKBT ,,Onepanny B HoJKpena Ha
MEXIYHAPOIHHSI MUDP M CHTYPHOCT™, B KOHTO ca OOXBaHATHU HSIKOW MHOTO aKTyaJ HH, HO B
CBILIOTO BpeMe 0-cl1abo u3ciaeABaHu BbIIpocH B briarapus, kKakTo U peauuara myOJIuKaiiy B
obactTa Ha 0€KAHCKUTE M MUTPAHTCKUTE BHITPOCH.

AKTHBHaTa MyOJUKAallMOHHA JEWHOCT Ha KaHAuIaTa oOXBalla M IyOJMKAllUU B
u3nanus, pedeprpanu B CBETOBHU 0a3u JaHHU. M3cienBaHusTa ca ¢ ICHO U3pa3eHa aKTyalHa
npo0GieMaTuka, Kato B TX IJI. ac. A-p AtaHac IluMUTpOB 3asBsiBa SICHH U MOCJIEIOBATEITHU
MO3UIIMH U TpeJyiara KOHKPETHU U TATHOBUIHU MPEJUI0KEHHUS 3a IPOMEHU Ha HAlIUOHATHO U
MEXIYHApOAHO PaBHHUIILIE.

6. CuHTe3MpaHAa OIleHKA HA OCHOBHUTE HAYYHM M HAYYHO-NPUJIOKHHU
NMPUHOCH HA KAHIUIATUTE

Ot npepocTaBeHaTa CIpaBKa 3a OpUTMHAIIHUTE HAyYHU PUHOCH U ITYOJIMKALIUUTE HA
KaHugaTa OMX MCKaJ Ja oTOeNnexa, ue OCHOBHUTE IPUHOCH Ha KaHIUJaTa MOraT jaa Obaar
0000IIEeHN 110 CISTHNS HAYNH:

[ ] N3sCHJABAHC Ha CT)BpeMeHHI/ITe IIOJIMTUYECKH, MKOHOMUYCCKH MW COIlHMaJIHU
daktopu B chepata Ha OTOpaHATa W CHUTYPHOCTTa W HACHPUYABAHETO U
HpI/IJIaFaHeTO Ha HpoaKTI/IBeH moaxoa B 0T6paHaTa nu CI/IprHOCTTa Ha
CTpaHara;

e aHaIM3MpaHe B AbJI00YHMHA HA BHOPHKEHUTE KOH(DIUKTH U TAXHATA TACHA
BpB3Ka C JAPYyru NpolieMu U Mpeau3BUKaTeIcTBa B chepara Ha OTOpaHaTa U
CHTYPHOCTTa Karo CMECEHATa MHUTpPaIlds, MPOJOBOJICTBEHATA CUTYPHOCT H
HCO6XOI[I/IMOCTT3 oT paSBI/ITI/IeTO Ha IMOTCHIHAJI U KallaguTeT 3a y‘IaCTI/IC B
olepaluy B MOAKpena Ha MeKAYHAPOIHUSI MHP M CUTYPHOCT;

e U3Cle[[BaHA M JIOKa3aHa € Bpb3KaTa MEXIy BBbOPBKEHUTE KOH(PIUKTU U
MPOAOBOJICTBEHATa CUTYPHOCT B KOHTekcTa Ha Llenute 3a ycTOMYMBO
pazsutue (I[YP) na OOH, no-crenuanHo Mo OTHOILIIEHHE Ha MOCTUTaHETO Ha
LIYP 2: [IpenoTBparsiBaHe Ha riajaa;

e pasmmMpsBa U3CIeAOBaTelCKara JuTeparypa B bbarapus, cBbp3aHa ¢
MUTPAHTCKA M O€XaHCKH BBIPOCH, Haii-Beue B YacTTa WM CBBbp3aHa C
BBOPBHKEHU KOH(IJIUKTH;

e JOIBJIBAJIATEpATypaTa B bbiirapus no BeIpPOCUTE HA ONIEPALIUHUTE B MOJAKPENa
Ha MEXIYHAPOIHUS MUP U CUTYPHOCT, BKIIFOUUTEITHO Ype3 MyOJUKYBaHETO
Ha Y4eOHUK 110 Ta3u TeMaTHKa.

® TMPOBEICHUTE OT KAHIWJATa WU3CIEJBAHUS PAa3KpPHBAT CHCTEMHHU MPOOJIeMH
(Hamp. JMIICa HA TOCJIEIOBATETHOCT M CHOPAJUYHOCT) B HAIIMOHAIHUS
OTTOBOP (BKIJIFOUMTEITHO JTUTICATa HA TAKbB), KAKTO U MIPH TO3U HA PETHOHAIHO
paBHHUIEe (HAmp. T.HAp. €KCTEpHAIU3AIMS HA CUTYPHOCTTA) MPH 3aCHIICH
MUTPAllMOHEH HATUCK, BKIIFOYBAILl CMECEHU MUTPALIMOHHU ITOTOLH ;

e ananmu3upan e noaxoabT Ha EC 3a cmpaBsiHe ¢ HellerajqHaTa MHUrpanus Ha
¢oHa Ha BIIONIABAIATA CE CPela 3a CUTYPHOCT W M3MEHEHHUATa B KIMMAaTta,
KaTo ca 0YEPTaHU OCHOBHUTE BPAaTUUYKHU M HENOCTATHIM KAKTO B PAMKUTE Ha
IbPKABUTE WICHKH, TaKa U B OTHOIICHUATA MEXAY TIX, KOETO Ch3JaBa



MNpEAIIOCTaBKM 3a H3IOJ3BAHEC Ha MUI'paludaATa OT TPETU AbPXKaBU U
MOJIMTUYCCKH aKTbOPU 3a IOCTUT'AHC HA TCXHU CcOOCTBEHH OCIn.

7. OCHOBHH KPUTHYHHU Oejle;KKH M TMPEenopbKHM KbM BCEeKM KaHAWAAT
MOOT/IeJTHO

Ha ocHoBanara Ha oTO€JII3aHO JOTYK oux ce OrpaHHU4unJI 40 TOBaA Ja IIpCrIopbYaM Ha
Kanguaara Jga HaCcoO4u GLILGH_II/ITC CH YCWJIMA KbM OIIC IMO-TroJisIMa MCXKAYHApOAHAa BUAUMOCT
Ha HETroBaTa MU3CJICA0BATCIICKA U IMPEIIoaaBaTCICKa HeﬁHOCT, KOETO OM MMAJIO IMOJIOKHUTEIHO
BJIMAHHUC BHPXY HCTOBO aKaJICMHUYHO PA3BUTHUC.

8. 3akao4YeHue

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha JOTYK HM3JIOKEHOTO C II'BJIHA YOCICHOCT JaBaM CBOETO IOJIOKUTEITHO
CTaHOBHIIE 1. ac. I-p Artanac /[lumMuTpoB ma Obae M30paH 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJeMUYHATA
JUTBXHOCT ,,TOLIEHT™ B mpodecuoHanHo HanpasineHue 3.8 HMkoHoMmMHKa, MO HaydyHa
crenraiHocT ,,MIkoHoMuKa Ha 0TOpaHaTa, BhophkeHH KoH(IukTH 1 Murpanus B YHCC.

06.04.2026 r. / rp. Codust TTOMITHC: .o

3abenescka: Ilpenopvuumenen obem 3a cmawnosuwe: (1) npu [ kanouoam: 3
cmanoapmuu cmpanuyu, (2) npu 2 kanoudamu: 5 cmanoapmuu cmparuyu, (3) npu 3 u nogeue
Kanoudamu: +2 cmpanuyu cpeoHo Ha 8ceKu c1edsauy KaHOuoam.



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

STATEMENT FOR PROMOTION TO ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

By: Prof. Dr. Svetoslav Ivanov Spassov

Subject: on the competition for the academic position "Associate Professor”, under the
professional field 3.8. “Economics”, scientific specialty “Defence Economics,
Armed Conflict and Migration”, at University of National and World Economy
(UNWE).

1. Information about the competition

The competition is announced for the needs of the Department of National and
Regional Security of the UNWE in accordance with Decision of the Academic Council No. 5
of 10.12.2025.

| participate as a member of the scientific jury for the competition in accordance with
Order No. 654 of 06.03.2026 of the Rector of the UNWE.

2. Brief information about the applicant in the competition

Senior. Asst. Prof. Dr. Atanas Dimitrov has been a lecturer in the Department of
National and Regional Security (DNRS) at the UNWE since 2015. According to the candidate's
CV, he has held the position of "senior assistant™ at the UNWE since 30.11.2020. Prior to that,
he was a full-time doctoral student, part-time lecturer, and assistant professor in the same
department. He also conducted teaching mobilities at universities in Italy, Poland, and Spain.
Furthermore, since March 2024, he has held the position of scientific secretary of the DNRS.
Since November 2022, he has also been the manager of the National Sustainable Development
Solutions Network SDSN Bulgaria, coordinated by the UNWE and part of the global SDSN
Network.

3. Fulfillment of the requirements for holding the academic position
3.1. Fulfillment of the quantitative requirements

The Card regarding the quantitative requirements reveals that Senior. Asst. Prof. Dr.
Atanas Dimitrov fully meets the requirements for occupying the academic position of
"associate professor”, exceeding more than twice the minimum point threshold under Section
| and more than three times that under Section Il. The candidate has fulfilled the national
minimum requirements, as well as the additional requirements of the UNWE according to the
Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations
for its implementation.



3.2. Fulfillment of the qualitative requirements

From the Card for fulfilling the qualitative requirements for holding the academic
position of "associate professor” at the UNWE, it is evident that Senior. Asst. Prof. Dr. Atanas
Dimitrov fully meets the required qualitative indicators. The information provided testifies to
active academic activity both nationally and internationally, including in international forums
and activities organized by international organizations such as UNODC and SDSN. The
candidate has also actively participated in national and international projects and has been
working with foreign experts and researchers in the field of the subject of the competition.

The fulfillment of the quantitative and qualitative requirements by Senior. Asst. Prof.
Dr. Atanas Dimitrov is also confirmed by the positive opinion of the Habilitation Council at
the UNWE with 6 votes "YES" and 0 votes "NO" (transcript-excerpt from protocol No. 11 of
06.11.2025). Covering the necessary quantitative and qualitative requirements for holding the
academic position of "associate professor" in the professional field 3.8. Economics, scientific
specialty "Defence Economics, Armed Conflicts and Migration™ was also confirmed by a
protocol dated 11.03.2026 from a meeting of members of the scientific jury regarding a check
for compliance with the minimum national requirements and the additional requirements of
the UNWE.

4. Evaluation of the educational and teaching activities

Senior. Asst. Prof. Dr. Atanas Dimitrov is an established lecturer in the Department of
National and Regional Security, where he has been teaching since 2015. His professional
qualities are also visible from his teaching activities at foreign universities, including Luiss
Guido Carli (Italy), Niccolo Cusano University (Italy), Universita degli Studi di Perugia (Italy),
University of Salamanca (Spain), Universita di Calabria (Italy), and War Studies University
(Poland). Within the Department of National and Regional Security, he has been a student, a
full-time doctoral student, a part-time lecturer, an assistant professor, and currently, a senior
assistant professor.

Atanas Dimitrov actively participates in the development of the educational process of
the department through the development of curricula, including independently developed ones
for the disciplines "Refugees and Forced Migration™ and "Operations in Support of Peace and
Security”. He has published a university textbook - "Operations in Support of International
Peace and Security”, published in 2024, as well as a book co-authored with foreign authors on
the problems of humanitarian and development missions and the activities of those employed
in them.

The candidate has been conducting teaching and research activities abroad, which is
evident from his collaboration in concluding agreements for teaching and student mobility
under the "Erasmus +" program with several foreign universities - University of Calabria
(Italy), Luiss Guido Carli (Italy), Universita di Sapienza (Italy), University of Salamanca
(Spain) and Universita Niccolo Cusano (Italy). He has also actively assisted in the incoming
mobility of foreign lecturers in the field of defence and security, as well as the outgoing
mobility of students from the Department of National and Regional Security.



5. Brief characteristics of the submitted scientific publications

The candidate's publication activity makes a positive impression with its consistency,
focus, and interconnectedness between defence economics, armed conflicts, and migration.
The habilitation work of Dr. Atanas Dimitrov is an example in this regard, as he analyzes the
relationship between armed conflicts and food security, including through case studies.

The textbook "Operations in Support of International Peace and Security", which
covers some very topical, but at the same time less researched issues in Bulgaria, as well as
the number of publications in the field of refugee and migrant issues, also makes a very positive
impression.

The candidate's publication activity also includes publications indexed in Scopus. His
publications are focused on contemporary problematic defence and security issues, in which
states his position in a clear and consistent manner, while offering specific and far-sighted
suggestions and recommendations for changes at the national and international levels.

6. Synthesized evaluation of the main scientific and scientifically-applied
contributions of the applicant

According to the information provided in the list of original scientific contributions and
publications, 1 would like to note that the main contributions of the candidate can be
summarized as follows:

e Clarifying contemporary political, economic, and social factors in the field of
defence and security and promoting and implementing a proactive approach in this
regard in Bulgaria.

e Analyzing in depth armed conflicts and their positive relationship with other
problems and challenges in the field of defence and security, such as mixed
migration, food security, and the need to develop the necessary capacity for
participation in peace operations.

e Proving the relationship between armed conflicts and food security in the context
of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs), in particular with regard to
achieving SDG 2: Zero Hunger.

e Expanding the research literature in Bulgaria related to migrant and refugee issues,
especially in their part related to armed conflicts.

e Supplementing the literature in Bulgaria on the issues of peace operations,
including the publication of a textbook on this topic.

e The candidate’s research reveals systemic problems (e.g., lack of consistency, etc.)
in the national response (including the lack of such a response) as well as in that at
the regional level (e.g., the so-called externalisation of security) in the face of
increased migratory pressure, including mixed migratory flows.

e The EU's approach to tackling irregular migration against the backdrop of the
deteriorating security environment and climate change is analysed, outlining the
main loopholes and shortcomings both within Member States and in relations
between them, which create preconditions for the use of migration by third
countries and political actors to achieve their own goals.

7. Main critical remarks and recommendations to the applicants



Based on the above-mentioned, | would limit myself to recommending that the
candidate direct his future efforts towards even greater international visibility of his research
and teaching activities, which would have a positive impact on his academic development.

8. Conclusion

Based on the above, | give my positive opinion with full conviction that Senior
Assistant Professor Dr. Atanas Dimitrov be elected to the academic position of "Associate
Professor" in the professional field 3.8 Economics, in the scientific specialty "Defence
Economics, Armed Conflicts and Migration™ at the University of National and World
Economy.

/ Prof. Dr. Svetoslav Spassov/



