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OTHOCHO:  JuCEpTalMOHEH TPY/ 3a NPUCHAKIAHE HA HAyYHA CTEIICH
»JAOKTOP Ha Haykute“ mno [Ilpogecuonanrno uanpaeénenue 3.3.
Ionumuuecku Hayku, Hayuna cneyuanrnocm ,, Ilonumonocus” B

YHCC.
ABTOp Ha TUCEPTALMOHHHUS TPYA: Hexka l]axosea Hekoesa
Hoy. 0-p
VHCC, Kameopa ,,[lonumonozus
Tema Ha AMCEpTAMOHHUS TPYA: ,, Onueapxusayus na norumuxama *

OcHosanue 32 IPEJICTaBSIHE HA CTAHOBUIIIETO: yYaCTHE B ChCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO
KypH TO 3alluTa Ha JAUCEPTAlMOHHUS TpyHa chriacHo 3amoBen Ne 928/
30.03.2021 r. na Pexropa nHa YHCC.

1. Undopmanus 3a qucepTanTa

JlucepTaHThT € MPEACTaBWII 32 0OCHXKAAHE NUCEPTALIMOHHUS CU TPYJ B
Kameopa ,,[lonumonocusn‘, ®Daxyrimem , MedxcoynapooHa uxoHomMuxa u
noaumuxka“ Ha YHCC cerimacno 4in.39 or IIII3PACPL. PaskpuBanero Ha
mpoleAypara MO 3alluTa Ha AUCEPTAIlMOHHUS TPYH € W3BBHPIICHO Ha
ocHoBanue: Pewenue na KC, Ilpomoxon Ne7/ 16.03.2021 e. u Pewenue na @C,
IIpomorxon Ne6/ 24.03.2021 a.

2. KpaTka xapakTepucTHKA HA NMPeCTABEHUs TUCEPTANIMOHEH TPY/L
Jleno3upaHusaT aucepTallMOHEH Tpyad € B obem 494 cranmapTHu
CTpPaHHWII M € CTPYKTypuUpaH B YBOJ, TPH OCHOBHHU TJIaBU, 3aKJIIOYCHUE U
oubmuorpadus. Ilo ¢opmamnu mokazaTenu OTroBaps Ha aKaJEeMUYHUTE
M3UCKBAaHMS 3a TPHUCHKIAHE HAa HaydyHaTa CTEMeH ,JJOKTOP Ha HayKuTe.



AKTyaJlHOCTTa Ha HW3Clie[BaHaTa MpoOJieMaThKa HE MOMAJEKH Ha CHhMHEHHE.
Manko ca TOHATHSATA B MOJMTHYECKHUS PEYHUK, KOUTO C€ pajBaT Ha TOJIKOBA
IITUPOKO TPHJIOKEHUE W3BBH aKAJECMUYHHUS W EKCIIEPTHUS ITUCKYPC, KaKTO
MOHATUETO ,,onurapxusa’. Ha ¢ona Ha yecto Oe3pazbopHaTa ynorpeba Ha TOBa
TIOHATHE JFICepTaIUATa 3aIbJIBa ONpE/IeNieH BakyyM. Llenra, 3aqaunte, 00eKTHT
U TpeIMEThT Ha u3clenBaHe ca neduHupanu kopekTHo. OCHOBHATa Te3a
mperpaima KbM JIPYyro CpoAHO MHOTO H3IOJI3BAHO TIOHATHE, ,,3aBNaJiIBaHE Ha
abpkaBara‘ (State capture), u B To3u cMUCHI (UKCHpA TpeceyHaTa TOYKa Ha
pa3MYHU TJAEAHU TOYKA KbM €pO3UiTa Ha JeMOKpaTHuHus mpouec. OT
oubnmorpadusara € BHIHO, Y€ aBTOpKAaTa IMO3HABA OTJIMYHO CHBPEMCHHUSI
HaydeH JebaT 1mo Temara, B bbiarapus u 4y>kOnHa, ¥ € HACOYBA OCHOBHO KHM
Hal-HOBUTE M3CCABAHUS OT ITOCIICTHUTE TOIUHH.

3. OueHka Ha MOJyYeHUTe HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yaTaTH

LenusaT qucepTallMOHEH TPyl € MPOHU3aH OT €JHO OCHOBHO HAIIPEKEHUE
— Mexay ¢opmara U ChIBPKAHUETO HA MOJEpHATA IMOJHUTHKA, MEXIY
IeMOKpaTH4HaTa (acaja M OJMrapXuyHata ChIIHOCT. TOBa HampeKeHHe e
yO€IUTENHO Pa3KpUTO HA PA3IUYHUTE ,,eTaXKHU* Ha U3CIIEABAHETO — TEOPETUYEH,
UCTOPUYECKH, MONUTHYECKH. Onurapxusanusara Ha IOJMTHKaTa € IpoLec C
IBbJIOOKH KOPEHU Ha3aJ BbB BPEMETO, HO 100MBa BUJ Ha XEreMOHHA TEHICHIUS
eABa B Halle BpeMe, U TO IMOpPagu CTPYKTYPHUTE OCOOEHOCTH Ha
HeoJMuOepanHus KanutaauzbM. MKOHOMHKaTa OBNajsBa MOJIUTHKaTa U Ce€
HyXJae OT HICOJOrMuecKka JernTuManus, 3a Ja ObjAe BB3IpPHETa Karo
nonutuka. To3u KpaThK HM3BOJA BCHIIHOCT MOTHMBHpA TPUM3MEPHUS aHAIU3 B
aUcepTalMsITa,  KOMTO  BKJIOYBA  MKOHOMHMYECKH,  TOJUTUYECKH U
UJIC0JIOTHYECKH KOMIIOHEHTH.

OT 0co0eHO 3HAaYEHHE 3a OCMUCISIHETO Ha pasriexjaaHus (EHOMEH e
ABTOPCKUAT KOHIIENTyaJleH MOJEN Ha ojurapxusanus. bes ga ro koMmeHTHpam
oApoOHO, IIIe Ce OrpaHuya J1a oTOeexka, Y€ TOM mpeacTaBisiBa aMOUIIM0O3eH (1
CHopea MEH Mpenu3Ho OOOCHOBAaH) OMUT Ja C€ pas3Kpue Ienus Mpolec B
pa3auuHuTe My (OpMH, MEXaHU3MH, pe3ylnTaTH. To3u Mojen BCHIIHOCT €
CBOEOOpa3Ha ,,KyJIMHUHALM* Ha IUTepaTypHUs npernie. IHTepeceH € HauuHbT,
10 KOWTO € HampaBeH caMusiT nperyea. [IspBo, To BbBEXAa pa3IndyHU BOACIIN
aBTOpH, IIKOJM W HaIpaBJIEHUs, KOUTO C Pa3IU4eH HHCTPYMEHTapUyM
OCBETJISIBAT PA3IMUYHU CTPAHU HA OJMrapxu3alusara — 0e3 caMOLETHH YCHUITUS
TE€3W W3TOYHULM Ja ce Hepapxusupar. Taka crTaBa BB3MOXKHO Ja HE ce€
OpOIyCHAT BaKHU aclekTh Ha mpobsiema. BTopo, mpernenbT H3Bexkaa Ha
NpeleH IJIaH XapaKTepUCTUKH, aHATM3UPAHU ITbPBOCTENIEHHO Mpe3 mpu3MaTa
Ha bpozaenoBus meTon 3a pazdupaHe Ha KAMUTAIMCTUYECKUS CBAT-CUCTEMA, U B
YacCTHOCT Ha IUKIW4yHaTa cxema Ha /[xoBanu Apuru. ETo Taka e paszkpuTo



IJIOJIOTBOPHOTO CHUETAHHE MEXKAY TEOPHUS U UCTOPUS U Taka € apryMEHTUpaHa
Bpb3KaTa MEXJy OJUIapxXus M KanuTaIu3bM. B KpailHa cMeTKa MbpBUTE ABE
IJIaBU, CTHIIMIU Ha MCTOPUATA U TEOPHsTa, HU MO3BOJIABAT Ja pasdepeM 3aiio
oJIMTapxu3alusaTa HE € CIy4ailHO sBJIIEHHE, TMPOAYKT Ha BpPEMEHHH
0OCTOSITENICTBA, & CUCTEMHA OCOOEHOCT Ha KaIUTAJIMCTUYECKOTO Pa3BUTHE.

3aciyra Ha JucepTalusaTa HE € caMO M3BBPBABAHETO Ha ITBTSA, KOMTO
BOJIU JI0 KOHUENTYAJTHHs MOZEII, HO ¥ MPaKTUYECKaTa WIIOCTpaIUs Ha MOJIea B
Tperata IylaBa. Tam ce cpemaMe ¢ HM300MIME€ OT KOHKPETHH IPUMEPH,
HOJPEICHN U CUCTEMAaTU3UPaHU ChOOpa3HO C JIOTWKaTa Ha camus Tpyn. opu
OTKBCHATUAT OT COLMAJIHUTE HAYKHM 4YUTaTesl MOXKE Jia ce yOenu Kak (akTw,
KOUTO € 3Haen, 10O0MBAT HOB, MO-ABJIOOK CMHUCHI B KOHTEKCTAa Ha OMpejesieHa
SCHA KOHLICTILIUS.

YMecTHO U3M0I3BaHATa TEPMUHOJIOTHS, 100PE BHBEAECHUTE OrpaHUYCHHUS
Ha MOJIETO, pePEepeHIMUTe KbM OBJIrapCKU aBTOPU HApPEJ ChC CBETOBHUTE
UMEHa He OmBa na HU u3HeHanBaT. VMBka IlakoBa mma CBOETO COIHIHO
MPUCHCTBUE B OBJIrapckarTa MoJIUTOJIOTUSA B cepaTa Ha HEMYOIMYHHUTE ACTIEKTH
Ha nojuTukara. M3cieaBanusra n BbpXy J0oOU3Ma MpPEICTaBIsABAT yOeIuTeneH
npuMep 3a ToBa. B Hacrosuiata nucepranus € HaIpaBeHa HOBAa Kpadka B TOBA
nojie, Be4e B paMKUTE Ha IpolbieMa 3a oaurapxuzanusara. JInuum yBepeHUAT
NIOYEPK HA U3CIIEOBATEN C JBJITOTOAUIIHA EKCIIEPTH3a B MATEPUATA.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHU NPUHOCH

CamoolieHKaTa Ha MPUHOCHUTE, NPWIOKEHA OT aBTopkara (c.62 ot
ABTopedepaTa), Mo Moe MHEHHUE € TouHa. M30poenute S5 mpuHOCca He
M3TJICKAT MHOTO Ha OpO, HO BCEKU OT TSAX UMa ToJisiM 00XBaT U OM MOT'BJI Ja
ce pa3iend Ha JONBIHUTETHHM dYacTh. A3 caMusIT OUX OTKpPOWJI KaTo
JOMBJIHUTENIEH 000CO00€H MPUHOC KPUTUKATA HA MyOJIUYHUS MEHUKMBHT KaTo
KOHIIEIIUS 332 ChBPEMEHHO JIEMOKPATUYHO YIIPaBJICHHE.

5. OmneHka Ha My0JMKALMUTE M0 AUCEPTANUATA

Kannunarkara e npencraBuna 14 myOnukanuu Ha OBITApPCKU U PYCKH
€3UK, MEXIy KOUTO eHa MOHOTpadusi, KOSATO MO CHIECTBO OTPa3siBa TEKCTa Ha
nucepranonnus Tpyna. Ocranamute 13 cratum ca oOHapoJIBaHH B
pa3HOOOpa3HW HaydyHU W3JaHUS (COOPHUIIM OT KOH(EPEHIINHU, CIUCAHUA,
TEMaTUYHU TOPEAUITN) TPE3 MOCIETHNUTE 6 TOJMHN U BCUYKU 0€3 U3KITIOUCHHE
ca MPSAKO CBBP3aHU C MPOOJEMHOTO TOJie Ha AucepranusTa. M3mbaHeHu ca
BCUUYKHU W3UCKBAHUS 3a MOMYJISIPU3UPaAHE HA PE3YITATUTE OT U3CJICIBAHETO CPEJl
IIMPOKA YUTATEJICKA ayJUTOPHUSI.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara



ABTopedepaTbT KOPEKTHO BB3MPOM3BEXKAA U CHHTE3UpPa OCHOBHOTO
ChAbpKAHUE, 3aKIIFOUCHHUATA U HAYYHUTE NPUHOCU Ha KaHauaaTkara. Otauyasa
C€ C MOCJIE0OBATEIHOCT, CTPYKTYPUPAHOCT U SICHOTA.

7. KpuTnuHu 0ej1eKKH, NPenopPpbku U BbIPOCH

Manka Oenexka IO OTHOLIEHWE Ha WU3NOI3BaHUTE Meronu. Karo
HOJIUTOJIOT pa3OupaM KakBO c€ UMa MpEeABUA MOJ ,,COOCTBEHO IMOJIUTOJIOTUYEH
HOJXO[‘, HO HAKOM HeoOporkenaTesl OM MOI'bJI Jja Bb3pa3u, Y€ MHOTO OIXOIH
MoraT Aa ObJaT MOJIMTOJIOTMYHM ChIIO KaKTO B MaTeMaTHKaTa HsMa €JIuH
CHelU(PHUYUEH ,,MaTEMATUYECKU " TIOXO/.

bearapus He momaza B IEHTbpa Ha M3CIEABAHETO, a CIYKHU KaTo
WIIOCTpaIns Ha e(pEKTUBHOCTTA Ha MPEJIOKEHHUS OT aBTOPKAaTa KOHIICTITyalleH
Mozell. Berpeku BCUUKO, CTpyBa MU C€, Y€ aHATM3bT HA OBJIrapCKus ciydaid Ou
MOT'BJ Aa ce pasmupH. [lo-KOHKpeTHO, criopes MeH Ou OMJIOo MOJIE3HO J1a ce
pasrieqa BBIOpOca 3a HCTOpUYECKaTa JWHAMUKAa Ha  Obiarapckara
onurapxmsanus. B Tekcrta mo-ckopo BWXKAaMe pe3yiTara OT €AHH MPOoIeC, HO
HE TOJKOBa M TEHE3WCa, ABIKEIUTE (HAaKTOpPU U EBOIIOIUATA, KOUTO TO
xapakrepusupar. KakBo u 3aio ce € npoMeHuIo 3a eauH 30-roJuiieH nepuos
€ BBIIPOC, KOMTO 3acily’KaBa BHUMaHUE.

[lopamu ¢axra, ye gucepranusTa Bede € MyOJIMKyBaHa, TE€3H OEIEKKH
MOTraT €BEHTYaJIHO Ja ObAaT B3€TU I0J BHUMaHHE NpU ObACIIM HU3CIEIBAHUS
Ha aBTOpKaTa.

8. 3akiwyenune

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha mpuBeACHUTE MO-TOpE apryMEHTH Oe€3 KoJjieOaHus Iiie
racyBam ,,3A“ Ha gou. a-p MBka IlakoBa HekoBa na Obae npuchaeHa
Hay4yHaTa CTeneH ,,JOKTop Ha Haykute“ no IlpodecnonHanHo HampaBieHHE
3.3.IlonMTYECKN HayKH, HAyYHA COEUUATHOCT ,, I lomuTonorus ™.

17.05.2021 r./ Codus [Toamuc:



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY
OPINION

By: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Boris Petrov Popivanov; Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski ”,
Department of Political Science

Subject: dissertation work for awarding a scientific degree "Doctor of Science" in
Professional field 3.3. Political science, scientific specialty "Political Science™” at UNWE.
Author of the dissertation: Ivka Tsakova Nekova, Assoc. Prof., Dr., UNWE, Department of
Political Science

Dissertation topic: "Oligarchization of politics”

Grounds for presenting the opinion: membership in a scientific panel for the defense of the
dissertation according to Order Ne 928 / 30.03.2021 of the Rector of UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertation

The dissertation was presented for consideration in the Department of Political Science,
Faculty of International Economics and Politics at UNWE according to Article 39 of the
Regulations for the Implementation of the Act on Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria. The opening of the procedure for defense of the dissertation was made
on the basis of: Decision of the Department Council, Protocol Ne7 / 16.03.2021 and Decision
of the Faculty Court, Protocol Ne6 /24.03.2021.

2. Brief description of the presented dissertation

The submitted dissertation encompasses 494 standard pages and is structured in an
introduction, three main chapters, a conclusion and a bibliography. According to formal
indicators, it meets the academic requirements for awarding the scientific degree "Doctor of
Science". The relevance of the researched issues is beyond doubt. There are few concepts in
the political vocabulary that enjoy such wide application outside academic and expert
discourse as the concept of "oligarchy". Against the background of the often indiscriminate
use of this concept, the dissertation fills a certain vacuum. The aim, tasks, object and subject
of research are defined correctly. The main thesis refers to another closely related concept,
"state capture”, and in this sense fixes the intersection of different viewpoints on the erosion
of the democratic process. The bibliography shows that the author is well acquainted with the
current academic debate on the topic, in Bulgaria and abroad, and focuses mainly on the
latest research in recent years.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The whole dissertation is permeated by one main tension - between the form and content of
modern politics, between the democratic fagade and the oligarchic essence. This tension is
convincingly revealed on the various "floors™ of the study - theoretical, historical, political.
The oligarchization of politics is a process with deep roots back in time, but it takes on the
appearance of a hegemonic tendency only in our time, due to the structural features of
neoliberal capitalism. Economy controls politics and needs ideological legitimacy to be
perceived as politics. This brief conclusion actually motivates the three-dimensional analysis
in the dissertation, which includes economic, political and ideological components.



The author's conceptual model of oligarchization is of special importance for the
comprehension of the considered phenomenon. Without commenting on it in detail, I will
limit myself to noting that it is an ambitious (and in my opinion precisely justified) attempt to
reveal the whole process in its various forms, mechanisms, results. This model is, in fact, a
kind of "culmination” of the literature review. The way in which the review itself was made
is interesting. First, it introduces different leading authors, schools and trends, which with
different tools illuminate different aspects of oligarchization - without self-serving efforts to
hierarchize these sources. This makes it possible not to miss important aspects of the
problem. Second, the review highlights characteristics analyzed primarily through the prism
of Braudel's method of understanding the capitalist world-system, and in particular the
cyclical scheme of Giovanni Arrighi. This is how the fruitful combination between theory
and history is revealed and this is how the connection between oligarchy and capitalism is
argued. Ultimately, the first two chapters, based on history and theory, allow us to understand
why oligarchization is not an accidental phenomenon, a product of temporary circumstances,
but a systemic feature of capitalist development.

The merit of the dissertation is not only the path that leads to the conceptual model, but also
the practical illustration of the model in the third chapter. There we meet with an abundance
of specific examples, arranged and systematized according to the logic of the work itself.
Even the reader detached from the social sciences can see how facts they knew take on a
new, deeper meaning in the context of a clear conception.

Appropriately used terminology, well-introduced limitations of the field, references to
Bulgarian authors along with world-known names should not surprise us. Ivka Tsakova has a
solid presence in Bulgarian political science in the field of non-public aspects of politics. Her
research on lobbying is a compelling example of this. In the present dissertation a new step
has been taken in this field, already within the problem of oligarchization. The confident
signature of a researcher with many years of expertise in the matter is evident.

4. Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions

The self-evaluation of the contributions, applied by the author (p. 62 of the Abstract), in my
opinion is correct. The 5 contributions listed do not seem to be many in number, but each of
them has a large scope and could be divided into additional parts. I myself would point out as
an additional separate contribution the critique of public management as a concept of modern
democratic governance.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications

The candidate has presented 14 publications in Bulgarian and Russian, including a
monograph, which essentially reflects the text of the dissertation. The remaining 13 articles
have been published in various scientific units (conference proceedings, academic journals,
thematic series) over the past 6 years and all without exception are directly related to the
problem area of the dissertation. All requirements for popularizing the results of the research
among a wide readership are met.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract correctly reproduces and synthesizes the main content, conclusions and
scientific contributions of the candidate. It is characterized by consistency, structural logic
and clarity.



7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions

A small note regarding the methods used. As a political scientist, | understand what is meant
by "strictly political approach,” but some ill-wishers might argue that many approaches can
be strictly political ones just as there is no specific "mathematical™ approach in mathematics.
Bulgaria does not fall into the center of the study, but serves as an illustration of the
effectiveness of the conceptual model proposed by the author. Nevertheless, it seems to me
that the analysis of the Bulgarian case could be expanded. In particular, in my opinion, it
would be useful to consider the issue of the historical dynamics of the Bulgarian
oligarchization. In the text we see rather the result of a process, but not so much the genesis,
the driving factors and the evolution that characterize it. What and why has changed over a
30-year period is a question that deserves attention.

Due to the fact that the dissertation has already been published, these notes may possibly be
taken into account by the author only in future research.

8. Conclusion

Based on the above arguments, | will without hesitation vote "FOR" the Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Ivka Tsakova Nekova to be awarded the scientific degree "Doctor of Science" in Professional
Field 3.3. Political Science, scientific specialty "Political Science".

May 17, 2021, Sofia
Signature:



