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HA PErHOHAJHATA KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCT

Jluceprant: — Vipan Mopmanos Koues

N3uckBanusi, 0oTHOCHO ¢opMaTa M ChIAbP/KAHHETO HA PELleH3UATA: 3aKOHBT 3a pa3BUTHE
Ha akajaeMuuHusa cvcraB B P. bearapus, [IpaBWiIHUKBT 3a npuiiokeHUETO My, [IpaBHIIHUKBT
3a pa3BuTHE Ha akagemMuuHus cbeTaB B YHCC, Tpaguuuure M akajeMUYHUTE MPAKTUKU B
pelLieH3eHTCKaTa JeMHOCT Ipy npuao0uBaHe Ha 00pa30BaTeliHa U Hay4YHa CTEIEH ,,JJ0KTOp

1. Undopmanus 3a 1OKTOpaHTa

JoxropanTsT r-H MBan ﬁopﬂaHOB Koues ce e oOyudaBan B JOKTOpCKa IporpamMa KbM KaTeapa
,Pernonanno passutue’ Ha YHCC no HayyHa cnieluaiHOCT AJAMUHUCTPALMS U yIIPABIICHUE
(Pernonaino pasButue) B cBoOomHa ¢opma Ha oOydenue. Jlucepranta mma Oorara
npodecronanHa ouorpadus. KpaTkaTta crpaBka 3a KapuepHOTO Pa3BUTHE HA JOKTOPAHTa €
MoKa3aTejHa 3a HaTpymaH Oorat nmpo(eCHOHAJICH ONMUT W JA00pO MO3HABaHE HA MPAKTUKATA.
JIOKTOpaHTa € TIOJIOKIJI BCHYKHTE CH W3MHUTH YCHCNIHO W U3ISUI0O € W3ITBJIHUI
WHIUBUAYAIHUS CH TIJIaH.

2. O01ma XxapaKTepuCTHKA HA NPeJACTaABeHUs AUCePTALIMOHEH TPYA

JlucepTaiiuoHHUAT TPyJ Ha TeMa ,,Pa3BuTHE Ha MAJIKUTE W CPEAHH IPEINPHUITHS KaTO
(dakTop 3a NOBMIIABAaHE HAa pErvOHaJIHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIHOCOOHOCT € pa3paboTeH Ha
OCHOBaTa Ha OmpeseNeHH OOeKT, MpeaMeT, LeNH, 3aJaud U NOoHATHEeH amapaT. OOeKkT Ha
u3cieBaHe B JIMCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYA € KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MpPEeANpHUsTHETO.
IIpenmer Ha wu3cneaBaHe e ob6nact biaroeBrpaa OT IVIeHa TOYKa Ha M3BEXJIaHE Ha
peruoHanHara cueruguka B KOHKYpEeHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MPEANPUATUATA B TEpUTOpUATHATA
enuHuna. @opmynupaHara el € J1a C€ yCTaHOBH JOKOJIKO Pa3BUTHETO HA MAJIKUTE U CPEIHU
npeanpusaTis € (akTop 3a MOBUIIABaHE Ha PErMOHAIHATa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT Ha HUBO
obnact B Peny6sinka bearapus. [locraBeHu ca cieHuTe U3CIIEA0BATENCKU 33a/1a4, Ha ITbPBO
MACTO He(i)I/IHI/IpaHe Ha OCHOBHHTE TECOPECTUKO-METOAOJIOTNUCCKH BBIIPOCHU Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha mpeanpustuero, Ha BTOpo MSCTO XapakTepu3HpaHe Ha
dyHoaMeHTa Ha KOHILENIUATa 3a YINpaBIEHHWE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha
npennpusTuero. Ha crnenBamo MsICTO H3BEXKIAHE HAa OCHOBHUTE XapaKTEPUCTHKU Ha
ChIIbP)KAaHUETO Ha OTICIHUTE KOMIIOHEHTH Ha CHCTeMara 3a aHaJIu3 M OIeHKa Ha
peruoHaiHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT. YeTBbPTO pa3paboTBaHe Ha METOAMYECKa paMKa 3a
CMITUPUYHO H3CJICIABAHC, KAKTO Ha KOHKypeHTOCHOCO6HOCTTa Ha OTACITHOTO MPECAIIPHUATHUC,
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Taka M 3a KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa Ha pEerHOHAJHAaTa MKOHOMMKA Karo usiuo. Kakro u
3aJjaya CBbp3aHa C anpoOupaHe, 3a LEJUTE Ha MPAKTUUYECKO EMIUPUYHO M3CIIE/IBaHE HA
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha KOHKPETHHM PErHOHAHH MPEeInpusTHs IO pa3zpadoTeHara
MeToAuYecKa paMka. MeToaukara BKJIIOYBA OOMYallHUTE 3a HAYYHOTO H3CJEIBAaHE METOMU:
aHaJIN3, CUHTE3, MHIYKLUS, JeTyKIus, 0000IeHNe (I0KAa3aTeIHO 32 MEXIUHHUTE U3BOJIN).
IIbpBa rnaBa € o3arjaBeHa ,,AHQJIW3 M OLEHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa Ha
npeanpusaTusaTa B oonact biaroesrpan®. T4 cienBa kiiacudeckaTa TEOPETUKO METOAO0JIOTUYHA
cXeMma 3a XxapakTepHu3MpaHe M aHaJau3 Ha (QyHJIaMEHTaIHU Je(UHHULIMN B HaAy4YHaTa 00JacT Ha
KOHKYpeHTocrnocoOHocTTa. C aKLEHT BbPXY CHIIHOCTTA HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
IPEANPUATUETO, KOHKYPEHTHH NPEAMMCTBA Ha NPEIIPHUATHETO B PErMOHAIHOTO Pa3BHUTHE,
KOHLENIUS 3a yNpaBiI€HHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha MPEANPHUATHETO B PETMOHATIEH
iaH. BaxxHo e na ce or0esexu, 4e B Ta3u 4yacT ca [IOCOYEHHU peAMLia aBTOPU pabdoTeIy 1o
npoOeMHUTe Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHOTO M3CJIEJBAHE U Cca HAIIPABEHH CHOTBETHUTE OOOOIICHUS U
U3BOJM, KOUTO U3BEKIAT Ba)KHU 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH 110 OTHOLIECHME HA OCHOBHMTE KaTerOpuu
MOJIPENCHH B HHU3XOMAAL pelI, KaKTO cjelBa KOHKYPEHIHs, KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT;
KOHKYPEHTHHU IPEIUMCTBA, PECIl. KOHKYPEHTHHM cIab0CTH; KOHKYPEHTHM cTpareruu. Taszu
noapenda cromara 3a Je(UHUPAHETO HA KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa Ha HPEANPHUATHETO B
TEOPETUKO-METO/10JIOTUYEKCH TUIaH, BBIIPEKH JIMIICaTa Ha O0IoNpu3HaTa Ae(UHUIMS 3a Hesl.
Bropa rnaBa e ozarmaBeHa ,,AHalIM3 M OLEHKA HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
npeanpusaTusaTa B oonact binaroesrpan”. Ts e mocBeTeHa Ha KiacuuUKalus Ha METOIUTE U
eTanuTe 3a OICHKA M aHAJIN3 Ha PEeTrHOHAJHATa KOHKYPEHTOCIHOCOOHOCT, M3CJIEABaHE Ha
PETMOHAIHUTE ACIIEKTH Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha MAJIKUTE U CPEJHU IPEANPUSITHS B
obnact biaroesrpaa. EmMnupuueH aHamu3 M OIEHKAa HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa 4pe3
U3I0JI3BaHE HAa CbBPEMEHHU U3CIIEA0BATEIICKU METOIM.

Tperara rnaBa e mOCBETEHA Ha allpOOMPAHETO HA IPEAJIaraHaTa, KoOsATO € 03arjaBeHa
,,HAacOKH, MEpKU M IMpPEeNnopbKU 3a MOBUIIABAHE HA PErMOHAJIHATAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT.
[IbpBusT noxamaparpad € TMOCBETEH Ha BBb3MOXKHOCTHTE 3a IOJOOpsiIBAaHE Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha perMOHATHUTE NpeanpusaTs B oonact biaroesrpaa. Bropusr e
IIOCBETEH Ha MEpPKHUTE M JAECHHOCTUTE 3a MOA0OpsBaHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
peruoHanHuTe npeAnpusATHi. Baxna uwact 3aema e mnoamaparpaga IOCBETEH Ha
BB3MOXXHOCTHUTE 3a IpUjIaraHe Ha 100pu eBpOIEHCKN U CBETOBHM MPAKTUKU 3 MOHUTOPHHT U
OLIEHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha MPEANPUATHUSATA.

B 3akmrodeHHMeTO aBTOPBT € M3BEI, Y€ HAYYHO-IPHWIOXKHATA CTOMHOCT Ha
JMCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/ CE 3aKII4aBa B TEOPETUKO-METOJI0JIOTHUYECKUTE OOOCHOBKH, KaToO €
ITI0KA3aHO KaK MKOHOMHYECKAaTa HayKa BIUsAE BbPXY CbBPEMEHHUTE MOJEIN W CPEACTBA 3a
peanu3anys Ha KOHLENIMATA 3a YCTOMYMBO pa3BUTHUE IIPU  OIOJI3OTBOPSBAHETO Ha
TEXHOT€HHUTE CYpPOBMHM .B romsiMa cTemeH mpuemMaM Ta3u KOHCTaTalusl pa3bupa ce ¢
oIpeJiesIeHH yciIoBHOCTU. Ha mpakTuka mocTuraHeTo Ha CTaOWMIHO pa3BUTHE HA MAJIKHUTE U
CpPEIHU MNPEANpUATHS MOXKE Aa ObJ€ THPCEHUAT ONpeaensanl (akTop 3a MOBHILIABAHE Ha
peruoHaiHaTa KOHKYpPEHTOCIOCOOHOCT Ha PETMOHAIIHOTO Pa3BUTHE B CTpaHU KaTo bbarapus.

TpyasT Ma oI4epTaH BbB BUCOKA CTEIIEH XapaKTep Ha 3aBBPIICHOCT U 10 ChIIECTBO
e nuceprabuiueH. Karo o01a orieHka MOXKeM Jla IpUEMEM C BUCOKA CTEMEH Ha BaJHMJIHOCT, 4e
HAIMPpaBCHUTEC IMPOYYBAHUSA M aHaAJIW3a OT TAX MOXKCE Ja 61)}16 B IIOMOIIl HA MKOHOMHWYECKU
aKTUBHMTE JIMIIA U PECTIEKTUBHO MYyOJIMYHUS CEKTOP 3a B3€MaHe Ha CTPATErMYEeCKH MPaBUIHU
pemenus. Orie noBeye, 4ye KbM BCSKA I[V1aBa ca MpeJICTaBeHU 0000IIEHN 3aKIIF0YEeHNUs, U3BOIU
U TIPENOpbKH BHB Bpb3Ka C pasriekJaHUTE MpoOJIeMH B AMCEPTALMOHHUS TpyA. Taka
MKOHOMHYECKH aKTUBHHUTE JIMI[A ca OOEKT Ha 3aCWIEH HHTEepeC C OIJie[] ThpPCEHE Ha
MEeXaHU3MHU 32 (DYHKIIMOHAJIHOTO pa3BUTHE HA JIOKAJIHUTE TEPUTOPUU U PErHMOHATHUTE
MKOHOMMKH KaTo Ls10. ToBa HM JaBa OCHOBAaHUE Ja IPUEMEM, Y€ 3a peallM3UPaHE Ha 1IeNITa U
3ajauuTe W 3a M3CIE/ABaHE Ha XWIIOTE3UTE € M3I0J3BaH Pa3HOOOpa3eH METOIUYECKU
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MHCTPYMEHTAPUYM: CHUCTEMEH IOAXOJ, AaHalu3, CHUHTE3, CTAaTUCTUYECKH aHAIU3:
JECKpUIITUBEH, KOpPEIalMOHEH M (aKTOpPEeH aHalu3, aJanTHpaHu KbM croeuudukara Ha
u3cienBaHara npooOsiemaruka. OT H3MOJN3BAaHUTE M IUTUPAHU JUTEPATYpPHH HW3TOYHHIIN
mponMyaBa g0o0paTa OCBEIOMEHOCT Ha jucepranT Meam MHopmanos Koues 10
npobiemMaTukara Ha AUCEPTAllMOHHUS TPy, U3CJIeBaHa B ObIrapckara u B UyKAecTpaHHATa
Hay4Ha JINTEpaTypa..

3. OueHka Ha MOJy4YeHUTe HAYYHU M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHU Pe3yJITaTH

C mpoBeneHOTO HU3CJIEABAHE € IIOCTUTHATO W3IBJIHEHUE Ha 3aJauyuTe U LeITa,
MIOCTaBEHH B IUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA. BBB BCska OT TpUTE IJIaBH MOCIEAOBATEIHO, SICHO U C
pa3OupaHe ce cienBaT CBOTBETHUTE 3aJauyd M CE€ MPEJCTaBi TIXHOTO pELICHUE.
MerononorusTa € npaBWIHO N30paHa M € 0OOCHOBAHO HEHHOTO M3IOJI3BaHE.

[TocTuraaroro B IbpBa, BTOpa U TPETa IJaBa JaBa OCHOBAHUE 3a U3BOA, Y€ € HAJIUIIE
100po NO3HABaHE Ha aHAM3UPAHHU 00EKT, KAKTO U CIIOCOOHOCT Ha JOKTOPAHTA Ja H3BBPIIBA
HAYYHO-TIPAaKTHMYECKM  M3CIEIBAaHMA M AaHAIM3M C  pa3HooOpa3eH  XapakTep U
MHCTpYMEHTapuyM. B msioct paborata My ce gocTura 10 W3NBIHABAHE Ha IeNTa Ha
M3CJIEIBAHETO - M3CIIE/IBA MEXAaHU3MbBT, OCHOBHUTE (AaKTOPH U MPUUYMHHUTE 32 Pa3BUTHE Ha
MaJKUTe M CPEeIHH TPEeaNpusATHs Karo (akrop 3a IOBHIIABaHE HA pErHOHAIHATA
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT.

B 3akimroueHneTo Ha TUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYJ Ca W3BEICHU KOHKPETHHTE PE3YNTaTH OT
Hay4HOTO m3cienBaHe. Cropes MeH IenTa Ha pa3padoTKaTa € yCHEeIIHO M3IBIHEHH KaTo Ha
NpaKTHKa Pean3upaHuTe 33/1a41 M03BOJISIBAT (hOPMYJIMpaHe Ha IPUHOCH C HAYYEH U HAYYHO-
MIPUIIOKEH XapaKTep.

4. OneHka HAa HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU IPUHOCH

ITo moe mHeHme, B pa3paboTKaTa JUCEPTAHTHT € (OPMYIUPANT MPUHOCH, C KOUTO € OLIECHHI
IPaBAMBO PE3yJITaTUTE OT IPOBEJCHOTO M3CIEIBAHE YPE3 CHCTEMEH TEOPETHUYEH aHaIu3 Ha
perruoHajHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, Ha TMOHATHHHHUS amaparT W Ha peJanusra
KOHKYpeHIHs — nazap. [I[ppemMaM B 3HaUMTENIHA CTETICH 3a YCIEIIeH M HAlpaBeHHs aHaIH3 3a
BB3/JICHCTBUETO HA NPUHIMIA Ha CBOOOJHA Ma3apHa KOHKYPEHLHUs IpHU HaJIMYUETO Ha
KOHKYpPEHIIUST W TPHU OTCHCTBHETO Ha KOHKypeHmus. I[IpaBuinHO ca Qopmynupanu
MoCJeIMIUTE OT HAapyIllaBaHETO Ha MPUHIIMIIA HAa CBOOOHA KOHKYPEHIIUS B MKOHOMHYECKH U
aJIMUHUCTPATHUBEH acmnekT. [IpHHOCEeH XapakTep uMa MPOBEICHOTO € EMIMPUYHO H3CIICABAHE
cpen mankute u cpeauure npennpusatus (MCII) B obnact brnaroesrpaa. B obmu auHMN
IpreMaM II'bPBUTE YETHPHU IPUHOCA, a IETUST MUCIS, Ye TpsOBa /1a ce odoraTH.

5. Ouenka Ha nyOJMKALMUTE 110 AUCEPTALUATA

B aBropedepara JOKTOPaHTHT € MOCOYMJ IET MyOJNMKAalWW, CBBpP3aHM C TeMaTa Ha
JMCepTAallMOHHUS TPY[, KaKTo ciensa: ,,Theoretical aspects of regional competitiveness and
its effectiveness®, Concept for improving competitiveness of enterprises in Bulgaria, Modern
methods and stages for assessment and analysis competitiveness in the regions. Bcuukure ca
Ha aHTJIMICKM €3MK, KaTo eJHaTa OT TsX € B Uyy)kOnHa. Taka mocoueHuTe MyOJIMKaluy ca 110
TeMara Ha TUCEPTAlMOHHUS TPYA M ca BKIIOYCHU W MPEICTABCHW HAa aBTOPUTETHU HAYYHU

bopymu.

6. Onenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTopedepaTsT € B 00eM OT 35 cTpaHUIM M OTroBapsl Ha U3UCKBAHUATA 32 CHOTBETCTBUE C
nucepranusaTa. KOHKpeTHO ca M35ICHEHU OOCKTHT, MPEAMETHT U 00XBATHT HA M3CJIEABAHETO,
KaKTO M OCHOBHATa Iied W 3a1adu. OmpeneneHu ca M3CiIefoBaTeNICKaTa Te3a, METOAWTE Ha
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MpOoy4YBaHE M OTpaHUYEHUATA pU u3cienBaHeTo. Cropea MeH B aBTopedepara JOKTOPAHTHT
JO0OPOCHBECTHO M KOPEKTHO € OTPA3HJI ChbPKAHUETO HA AUCEPTALUOHHUS TPY

7. KputuuHu 6ejie:KKH, NPenopbKU U BLIIPOCH

BHUMaTETHUAT MPOYUT HA AMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA MH JaBa OCHOBaHHE Ja 0000uis, ue B
HEro He ca JONyCHAaTH ChIIECTBEHH TMPOIMYCKH, HETOYHOCTH WM IPOTUBOPEUUSI.
Hecnmuenute I[OCTOIZHCTBEI Ha AUCCPTAIMOHHUA TPYA Ca HAJIMIEC, HO KbM HEIro MOrat v a ce
OTIIPABSAT, KAKTO OEJIeKKH, TaKa U NPenopbKu. benexxkuTe u KpuTHUKaTa Beue CbM ' U3Pa3UI
0 BpeMe Ha TOJATrOTOBKaTa Ha TPyJa M HETOBOTO OOCHKIaHe. Ha mpakThka mMam JBe
Mpenopbku KbM aBTOpa. Ha mbpBO MSCTO J1a pa3imiupy MPHIOKEHUETO Ha MOJelia 3a OleHKa
Ha KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa Ha MAJKHUTE€ W CPEAHH MPEINPHUSITHS BBPXY MPOEKTHOTO
yrnpapiieHue Ha Obarapckus masap. Ha BTopo MscTO Aa ce pa3Bhe aBTOPOBOTO MHEHHE 3a
BB3MOKHUTC MAKPOUKOHOMHYCCKHU TTOJUTHKU HAa PETHUOHAIIHO HUBO U BB3MOKHOCTUTC IIPEA
cpenHuTe ¥ Manku mnpennpustus B bbarapus. Te3u mpenopbkd MO HUKAaKbB HayMH HE
HaKbpHSIBAT JOCTOMHCTBAaTa Ha MPEUIOKEHUS IUCEPTALMOHEH TpyHA, a HaJsiBaM ce Ja
HachpyaT ThPCEHUATA HA aBTOpA U 3a B OBJEIIIE.

3akiroyenue

JIMCepTALMOHHHUAT TPYJ ¢ aBTOp JoKTopanT MBan Mopaanos Koues 1o HaunH Ha pa3paboTka
U IO ChbprKaHue choTBeTCTBA Ha M3uckBanusaTa Ha 3PACPbB u Ha IITI3PACPbB — 3a naBane
Ha oOpa3oBareiHaTa U HaydHa CTEIEH ,,JJOKTOp~ Ha aBTopa My II0 HayyHaTa CHELUAJIHOCT
»AJIMUHHCTpauus 1 ynpasienue (Pernonanso passurue)”.

CpoOpazno wusuckBanuara Ha uin.10, am.l or 3PACPbH Hacrosimata peueH3us
3aBBPILBA C [I0JIOKUTENHA OLIeHKa Ha AUCepTAalMOoHHUs Tpy/. Ha ToBa ocHOBaHMe Ipeuiaram
Ha WIEHOBETe Ha nounuTaeMus HaydeH cbBeT Ja riacyBar 3a JaBaHETO Ha oOpa3oBaTesiHaTa U
HAay4YHa CTEIeH ,,10KTOp” Ha JOKTOpaHT T-H Ban Mopnanos Koues.

20.01.2020 . TOJIITHC:

I'pan Codus no11. 1-p Kamen Ilerpos



Review

by Assoc. Prof. Kamen Dimitrov Petrov, University of National and World Economy, in
accordance with Order of Deputy Rector for Scientific Research at the University of National
and World Economy Ne3224 / 20.12.2019

Professional Reviewer Field: ,,3.7. Administration and Management National Economy
(Geoeconomics and Regional Development)”

Subject: Dissertation thesis for the award of a doctoral degree in the specialty of
Administration and Management (Regional Development),

On the topic: "Development of small and medium-sized enterprises as a factor for increasing
regional competitiveness"

Dissertation: - lvan Yordanov Kochev

Requirements regarding the form and content of the review: The Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its
Implementation, the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff in the UNWE,
the traditions and academic practices in the review activity in obtaining an educational and
scientific degree "

1. Doctoral Information

The doctoral student Mr. Ivan Yordanov Kochev studied in a doctoral program at the
Department of Regional Development of UNWE in the specialty Administration and
Management (Regional Development) in a free form of training. Dissertation has a rich
professional biography. The doctor's career summary is indicative of a wealth of professional
experience and good knowledge of the practice. The doctoral student has passed all his exams
successfully and has completely fulfilled his individual plan.

2. General characteristics of the dissertation presented

The dissertation on the topic "Development of small and medium-sized enterprises as a factor
for increasing regional competitiveness" was developed on the basis of certain object, subject,
goals, tasks and conceptual apparatus. The subject of research in the dissertation is the
competitiveness of the enterprise. The subject of the study is the region of Blagoevgrad in
terms of deriving the regional specificity in the competitiveness of the enterprises in the
territorial unit. The formulated objective is to determine to what extent the development of
small and medium-sized enterprises is a factor for increasing regional competitiveness at the
district level in the Republic of Bulgaria. The following research tasks are set, firstly defining
the main theoretical and methodological issues of enterprise competitiveness, secondly
characterizing the foundation of the concept of enterprise competitiveness management.
Second, characterizing the foundation of the concept of enterprise competitiveness
management. Next, the main features of the content of the individual components of the
regional ~ competitiveness  analysis and  evaluation system are  outlined.
Fourth, the development of a methodological framework for empirical research, both on the
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competitiveness of the individual enterprise and on the competitiveness of the regional
economy as a whole. As well as a probing task, for the purpose of a practical empirical study
of the competitiveness of specific regional enterprises under the developed methodological
framework. The methodology includes the usual methods for scientific research: analysis,
synthesis, induction, deduction, generalization (indicative of intermediate conclusions). The
first chapter is entitled "Analysis and evaluation of the competitiveness of enterprises in
Blagoevgrad district”. It follows the classical theoretical and methodological scheme for the
characterization and analysis of fundamental definitions in the field of competitiveness. With
an emphasis on the essence of the enterprise's competitiveness, the competitive advantages of
the enterprise in regional development, the concept of managing the competitiveness of the
enterprise in the regional context. It is important to note that this section identifies a number
of authors working on the problems of the dissertation research and draws relevant summaries
and conclusions that draw important regularities regarding the main categories in descending
order, as follows; competitiveness; competitive advantages, respectively. competitive
weaknesses; competitive strategies. This arrangement helps to define the competitiveness of
the enterprise in theoretical and methodological terms, despite the lack of a generally accepted
definition of it.The second chapter is entitled "Analysis and evaluation of the competitiveness
of enterprises in Blagoevgrad district”. It is dedicated to the classification of methods and
stages for the assessment and analysis of regional competitiveness, the study of regional
aspects of the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises in Blagoevgrad region.
Empirical analysis and evaluation of competitiveness using modern research methods.
The third chapter focuses on the endorsement of the proposal, entitled 'Guidelines, measures
and recommendations for enhancing regional competitiveness'. The first subparagraph deals
with the possibilities for improving the competitiveness of regional enterprises in the
Blagoevgrad region. The second focuses on measures and activities to improve the
competitiveness of regional enterprises. An important part of the loan is the subparagraph on
the opportunities to apply good European and global practices for monitoring and evaluating
the competitiveness of enterprises.

In conclusion, the author stated that the scientific and applied value of the dissertation
is based on theoretical and methodological justifications, showing how economic science
influences contemporary models and means of realizing the concept of sustainable
development in the utilization of techno genic raw materials. | largely accept this finding, of
course, with certain conventions. In practice, achieving sustainable development of small and
medium-sized enterprises can be the sought-after determinant of increasing regional
competitiveness of regional development in countries such as Bulgaria.

The work has a high degree of completeness and is essentially dissertative. As a
general assessment, we can assume with a high degree of validity that the studies carried out
and their analysis can be of assistance to economically active persons and, respectively, to the
public sector in making strategically sound decisions. Moreover, each chapter presents
summarized conclusions, conclusions and recommendations regarding the problems discussed
in the dissertation. Thus, economically active persons are subject to increased interest with a
view to seeking mechanisms for the functional development of local territories and regional
economies as a whole.

This leads us to accept that a variety of methodological tools have been used to
accomplish the purpose and objectives and to study the hypotheses: systematic approach,
analysis, synthesis, statistical analysis: descriptive, correlation and factor analysis; content
analysis, adapted to the specifics of the studied issues. From the used and cited literary
sources the good knowledge of the dissertant Ivan Yordanov Kochev on the problems of the
dissertation work, studied in the Bulgarian and foreign scientific literature, is evident.
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3. Evaluation of the scientific and applied results obtained

The conducted research has achieved the fulfillment of the tasks and the goal set in the
dissertation. In each of the three chapters, the respective tasks are followed in a consistent,
clear and comprehensible manner and their solution is presented. The methodology is
properly chosen and its use is justified. The achievements in the first, second and third
chapters give rise to the conclusion about the very good knowledge of the object being
analyzed and the doctoral student's ability to carry out scientific and practical research and
analyzes of various nature and tools. Overall, his work reaches the goal of the study -
examines the mechanism, major factors and reasons for the development of small and
medium-sized enterprises as a factor for increasing regional competitiveness. The conclusion
of the dissertation presents the concrete results of the research. In my opinion, the purpose of
the development has been successfully fulfilled and in practice the accomplished tasks allow
formulation of contributions of scientific and scientifically applied character.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied contributions

In my opinion, in the development the dissertant has formulated contributions, with which he
has truly evaluated the results of the research by systematic theoretical analysis of regional
competitiveness, of the conceptual apparatus and of the competition - market relation. The
consequences of the distortion of the principle of free competition in economic and
administrative terms are formulated correctly. An empirical study of small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) in the Blagoevgrad district is of good value. In general, | accept the first
four contributions, and the fifth | think should be enriched.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

In the author's abstract the doctoral student cited five publications related to the topic of the
dissertation as follows: ,Theoretical aspects of regional competitiveness and its
effectiveness®, Concept for improving competitiveness of enterprises in Bulgaria, Modern
methods and stages for assessment and analysis competitiveness in the regions. All of them
are in English, one of them is abroad. The aforementioned publications are on the topic of the
dissertation and are included and presented in authoritative scientific forums.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract is 35 pages long and meets the requirements for compliance with the thesis. The
object, the subject and the scope of the research, as well as the main purpose and tasks have
been clarified. The research thesis, research methods and limitations of the study are
identified. In my abstract, the doctoral student has faithfully and correctly reflected the
content of the thesis

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

A careful reading of the dissertation gives me reason to summarize that it does not allow
significant omissions, inaccuracies or contradictions. Undoubted merits of dissertation work
are present, but it can be addressed, as well as notes and recommendations. | have already
expressed my comments and criticism during the preparation and discussion of the work. In
practice, | have two recommendations for the author. First, to extend the application of the
model for assessing the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises to the project
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management on the Bulgarian market. Secondly, to develop the author's opinion on the
possible macroeconomic policies at the regional level and the opportunities for SMEs in
Bulgaria. These recommendations do not in any way undermine the merits of the proposed
dissertation, and | hope that they will encourage the search of the author in the future.

Conclusion

The dissertation with author Ivan Yordanov Kochev fully complies with the requirements for
acquiring the academic title of "doctor" on Administration and Management (Regional
Development), as described in the Law for the Development of Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and the Rules for its implementation. For this reason, it is
suggested that the members of the reader Scientific Council vote to give the education of
people and scientific degree "Doctor" of lvan Yordanov Kochev.

01/20/2020 Signature:
City of Sofia Assoc. Prof. Kamen Petrov, PhD



