YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO U CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBMUIIE

Om: npog. 0-p Benema Cmosnosa I atioapoicuesa,
Tpaxuiicku ynueepcumem - Cmapa 3azopa, kameopa ,, Pecuonanno pazsumue *;
Hayuna cneyuannocm: ,, Hapoono cmonancmeo (8Kk1. pecuoHaina uKOHOMUKA U
ucmopus Ha HapoOHOMO CMONAHCMB0) .

OTtHOCHO: JTUCEPTAIMOHEH TPy 3a MPHUCHXKIaHEe Ha oOpa3oBaTelHa W HaydHa CTEIeH
»JAOKTOP® 10 HayyHa CHEIUATHOCT: , AJIMUHHUCTpAllUS W YIpaBleHUE
(peruonainno pazsurue)”“ B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha McepTanMoHHus Tpyn:  HMean Hopoanos Koues

Tema Ha aucepTallMOHHUS TPYA: ., Paseumue na mankume u cpeonu npeonpusamus Kamo
gaxmop 3a nosuuasaHe Ha pecuoHanHama
KOHKYPEeHmMOocnocoornocm *

Ocnoganue 3a TIpeCTaBSHE Ha CTAHOBHIIETO: yYacTHE B ChCTAaBa HA HAYYHOTO XKYPH IIO
3alllUTa Ha JAUCEPTAIlMOHHHS TPYyH, chriacHo 3amoBen Ne 3224/20.12.2019 r. Ha 3awm.-
pexropa no HUJI na YHCC.

1. Undopmauus 3a gucepranta

JucepTaHThT ce € oOyuyaBasl 1O JOKTOPCKa Mporpama KbM Kareapa ,,PernoHaiHo
pasButue®, paxynrer ,,Ynpasienue u agmuHuctpanus Ha YHCC no HaydHa crienuaiHoCT:
,»AIMUHHUCTpallMs U yIpaBieHue (PerHoHaIHO pa3BUTHE), chbIIacHO 3amoBes Ha Pekropa
Ha YHCC Ne 3387/19.12.2018 r. 3aumciaeH € B JOKTOpaHTypa Ha CaMOCTOSTEIHA
MOJITOTOBKA, ChC CPOK OT TPU ToAuHM, mpe3 nepuoaa 18.12.2018 - 18.12.2021 r. Hayuen
ppkoBoguTen € nou. A-p I'eoprm Hukonos. [lopann mosioKUTENHO pemieHue Ha Karenpa
,,PETHOHATHO pa3BUTHE" 3a TOTOBHOCTTA 3a 3allMTa Ha Jucepranusara, Vean KoueB e
OTYMCJIEH C MPABO Ha 3allUTa Ha AUCEPTAUUOHHUS CH TPy, cuuTaHo oT 18.12.2019 r. cbc
3amoBen Ha Pektopa Ha YHCC Ne 3251/30.12.2019 1.

2. O0ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA MPeACTABEHMUs JUCEPTALHOHEH TPy

B cpBpemeHHHTE yCIOBUS Ha pa3BUTHE BCE MO-TOJsIMA aKTyaJHOCT MPHA00MBAT
BBIIPOCUTE, CBBP3aHM C IIOBHUILABAHETO Ha KOHKypeHTocmocoOHocTTa. W3cnenBaHe Ha
MOJIXOJIUTE U CTPATETMUTE 3a MOBHILIABaHE HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha MPEANPUSITUETO
ce MpeBpbhlIa B CHIIECTBEH MpoOJIeM 3a perHoHalHaTa MKOHOMHUKA M 32 M3IPa)XIaHETO Ha
MOJIETM Ha PEruoHajJHO pa3BUTHE HA HALMOHAJIHO, PETMOHATHO U MECTHO HUBO.
[TocTuraneTo Ha yCTOMYMB MKOHOMUYECKH PACTEX Ype3 pa3BUTHE HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHA
MKOHOMHKA, C€ sIBSIBAa KJIIOUOB U 3a MOBUINABAHE KaueCTBOTO HA JKUBOT B PErMOHMUTE U B



OTAEeNHUTEe OOmMHU. B TO3M CMUCBHI, MHTEpPEChT Ha [IOKTOpPaHTAa KbM Temara € ao0pe
OPHEHTHUPAH U € OT 0COOEHO 3HAa4YeHHUE 3a 3a/1bI00YaBaHEe Ha U3CIIE/IBAHUATA B Ta3U HACOKA.

JlucepranusaTa ©UMa KakTO Hay4eH, Taka U HaydyHO-PUJIOXKEH xapakrep. M30panarta
CTPYKTypa € JIOTMYHAa M OTroBaps Ha IIOCTaBEHUTE H3CJIEJOBATEJIICKM LW U 3a/ayH.
[Tocturnara e noOpa GanaHCHUPAHOCT MEXY OTIACTHUTE YacTH Ha u3cieaBaHero. OOmusT
obem Ha paspaborkata ¢ oT 184 crpanunm. BxiarouBa yBoxa, TpH TJ1aBH, 3aKIIOYCHHE U
oubnuorpadus.

VYBOIBT apryMEeHTHpPa aKTyaJHOCTTa M 3HAYMMOCTTa Ha TeMara Ha HW3CIEJBaHETO,
MOTHBHUpPAH € HEHHUAT u300p. M3BeneHn ca OCHOBHATA IIe]l M U3CJIECIOBATEIICKUTE 331a4H U
ca omnpezeseHd 00eKTa U IIpeaMeTa Ha HaydHOTO ThpceHe. DopMyrpaH ca OCHOBHATa Te3a
U J1Be pabOTHH XHUIOTE3H, M3ACHEHA € BB3MpHUETaTa METOJOJOTHS U WH(POPMALKMOHHOTO
ocurypssBane Ha asHanu3a. CHHTE3MpaHO € TMpOCiEIeH M3CIeA0BaTeICKUs NIbT Ha
IMCEPTALlMOHHUS TPYA, U3BEACHU Ca HETOBUTE OTPAHWYCHHS, KAKTO M KaKBU Ca ThPCEHUITA
B TEOPETUKO-METOJ0JI0OIMUECKaTa U HAy4YHO-IIPUIIOKHA MTEPCIIEKTUBA.

OcHoBHaTa T€3a, KOSTO TOKTOPAHTHT (OPMYNIHpa B AUCEPTAHOHHUS TPYHA €, 4e
JMHAMUKaTa ¥ PABHULIETO HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha HPEANPHUATHETO 3aBUCH OT
KOHKYPEHTHUS TOTEHIIMAJ M BIMSHUETO Ha ONpEesAIInTe BhHINHU (akTopu. B pamkuTe Ha
pa3paboTBaHe Ha OCHOBHATa Te3a, aBTOPHT IOJyUlara Ha MpoBepKa JBe paOOTHU XHUIIOTE3H,
KOUTO CE€ OTHACST JI0 CIICHUTE TBHPACHUS:

e (akropuTe, C  ONpelNeNALI0  BJIUSHUE  BBPXY  PpaBHUIIETO  Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa B PErHOHAJIEH IUIaH MOraT Ja ObAaT U3MEpEeHU B JMHAMHYCH
pen, BIUSEIM ce OT perrHoHaliHAaTa KOHIOHKTypa. ToBa cieaBa aa OnarompusiTcTBa
noJ00psBaHETO W  IOBUIIABAHETO Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa HAa  OT/AEIHUTE
OpeNNpusITHs TpU Cbh3/aBaHe Ha OjarompusTHa cpera U oOOpaTHOTO, JAa JelcTBa
CTarHUpAIlo TpPH BJOLIEHa KOHIOHKTYpa Ha pEerHOHANHOTO pasButue. IlomoOHO
NPOTHO3UpAHE I CIOCOOCTBAa 3a OCBINECTBIBAHETO HA MO-T00BP KOHTPONI BBPXY
IPOM3BOUTENHOCTTa U JEMHOCTTA Ha MPEINpUATHETO M aJalTHpaHe Ha cTpaTernyeckara
BU3US KbM HEIIPECTAHHO MPOMEHSIINTE CE YCIOBUS Ha OOKpHKaBalara cpena.;

® [IOCPEJICTBOM PETMOHAIHUTE MOJIUTUKU U HAOOp OT MOJUTUYECKH JIOCTOBA, OU
MOIJIO Jla C€ MOBJIMSE BbPXY PEATM3UPAHETO HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHHWS MOTEHLHAN Ha
OTJEITHUTE PErHOHATHY TPEANPHTHS, KaTO TaKa Ce MOBUIINA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha
peruoHaNHaTa UKOHOMHUKATA.

B xoma Ha mpoBeleHWS aHAIM3 ca MPOYYEHH pEIIla HM3TOYHHIMN. CTaTHH OT
OBArapCcKu M YyXJIECTPAaHHU aBTOPH B CHELMATM3UPAHU U3JaHUs, MOHOTpaduu, cripaBOYHU
MaTepuasu u jap. bubnmorpadusira BrimouBa 48 W3TOYHMKA Ha OBATapCcKH €3WK, 38 - Ha
pyckn u 75 Ha aHIVIMHCKU e3uK. JluTepaTypHHUTE W3TOYHHUIM, CBABPKATETHO U B
KOJIMYECTBEHO OTHOIIIEHHE ca J00pe OA0paHu 3a IeTUTe Ha H3CIIEABAHETO.

3.01eHKA HA MOJyYeHUTe HAYYHH U HAYYHO-NPUJIOKHHU Pe3yJITaTH

B chabpikaTenHO OTHOLIEHHE JOKTOPAHTBHT € MpeJICTaBui eauH Jo0pe odopmeH
TpyZd, B KOWTO OCHOBHUTE W3HMCKBaHUA ca cla3eHU. Hanne)kHo ca NMpoydeHU TEOpETUKO-
METOJI0JIOTUYECKUTE MPOOJIEMH, Kacaeld KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MAJIKUTE U CPEIHH
npennpusTus. HampaBeHn ca oOlleHKa M aHaIU3 HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
npennpusTHsATa B obnact brmaroeBrpan, KakTo M eMOUpUYEH aHAIM3 U OLEHKAa Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ype3 H3IOJI3BaHE Ha CHBPEMEHHHM H3CIIEAOBATEICKH METO/U.
[IpennoxkeHn ca HACOKM, MEpPKM U TMPENOPbKH 3a TOBHIABAaHE HA pErHOHaIHaTa



KOHKypeHTocnocoOHocT. Ha 6a3ara Ha pe3ynaTaTuTe OT NPOBEAEHOTO IO EIEKTPOHEH BT
aHKETHO IIpOy4yBaHe, JOKTOPAHTBHT JAe(pUHUpAa peauLa BaXKHUM U3BOJIM, CBBP3aHU C
Pa3BUTHETO Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA HA OTACITHUTE PETHOHAIHYU MPEANPUATHS B 00J1aCT
bnaroesrpaj u ¢ pa3BUTHETO HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha LIS PETUOH.

B paGotara cu MBan KoueB npunara noaxoasio noaOpaHu METOU HA U3CJE/IBAHE,
Ccb0oOpa3eHH ¢ XapakTepa Ha U3CJIEeI0BATEICKUS IIpeaMeT. 3a IOCTUTaHETO Ha OCHOBHATA 1Iell
U PEIIABAaHETO HA U3CIIEA0BATEICKUTE 3a1a4M Ca U3I0I3BaHU JUAIEKTUYECKUAT, CHCTEMHHUSAT
1 abCTPAaKTHO-JIOTMUYECKUAT MoAXoau. B mpoueca Ha paboTa TOKTOPAaHTHT M3IMOJI3BA OIE
METO/Jia Ha CPABHUTEIHHUS aHAJINU3; MpuUjara KOHCTPYKTUBHHS METOJ 3a pa3paboTBaHE Ha
MOZICJI 3a CTPYKTypUpaHE Ha OIPEAEIICHU YIIPABIECHCKU IOAXOAM W HMHCTPYMEHTH IpHU
(GYHKIMOHMpAHE Ha CTONAHCKUTE EIMHHIIM; CBILECTBEHAa pPOJIi MMa M CTaTMCTUYECKUS
METO.

4. OueHka Ha HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHHU MPUHOCH

[Tocouenure OT AMcCepTaHTa MOCTHXKEHMS, UMM XapakTep Ha HAYYHH TMPUHOCH
CbOTBETCTBAT Ha OCHOBHATA T€3a B AMCEPTALIMOHHUS TpyA. Te 10oKa3BaT U3CIIEOBATEICKUS
CTpeMeX Ha JuCepTaHTa KbM OTKpOSIBaHE Ha BB3MOXKHOCTHUTE 3a MPUIOKEHHE Ha
TEOPETUUYHUTE U MIPHIIOKHU MTOCTHKEHHUS B 00J1aCTTa HA YCTOMYMBOTO PETHOHAIIHO PAa3BUTHE
KbM Ipo0iieMaTrKaTa 3a MOBUIlIaBaHEe KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA HA PErHOHUTE.

Te3n NMPUHOCHU MOMEHTH Ca MOCOYEHU U CUCTEMATHU3UPAHU B TMPUIIOKECHUS KbM
JUCepTAllMOHHUSA TpyA aBTopedepar. JMcepTalMOHHUAT TPy MMa ChIIO MPUHOC U KbM
HaMaJsiBaHe Ha eUIMTa Yy HAaC OT MOJOOHU U3CIICIBAHMS.

5. Onenka Ha myOJIMKAIMKUTE N0 JUCEPTALUATA

JIOKTOPaHTBT € MPEeACTaBWI TPU CaMOCTOSTEIHU IyOJUKAIMH MO JAUCEPTAL[MOHHUS
Tpya. ToBa ca HayYHM OKJIAJIH, IPEICTABEHU HA JIBE MEXIYHAPOTHH HAyYHH KOH(EPEHINH,
cboTBeTHO opranmsupanu or: YHCC npe3 2018 r. u B ITupor, Copbus npe3 2019 r. Te
OTpa3siBaT TeMaTHKaTa Ha WM3CIEABAHETO M B KOJIMYECTBEHO OTHOIICHHE YIOBJIECTBOPSBAT
M3HCKBAaHUATA 3a MpUJ00MBaHe Ha 0Opa3oBaTeHaTa U Hay4yHa CTeIeH ,,JOKTOp™.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa

ABtopedepaTbT € B 00eM OT 35 cTpaHMIIM W OTroBapsi Ha HM3HMCKBaHUSATA 3a
CBHOTBETCTBUE C JHCEPTALMATA, KATO JaBa JOCTAaThYHO I'bJIHA IIPEJCTaBa 3a HAIPAaBEHOTO
n3cneaBane. CripaBkara ¢ IPUHOCUTE OTpPa3siBa pEaIHO PE3yNITaTUTE Ha JUCEPTALUsATA.

7. Kputuunu 6eie:KKHU, NPenopbKH U BHIIPOCH

[IpobnemaTukaTa KbM KOSITO C€ € HAaCOYMJI aBTOPHT € aKTyallHa U OT ChIIECTBEHO
3HAQUYEHHE 32 COLMAITHO-MKOHOMHYECKOTO pa3BUTHE B bbarapus, KakTo M 3a yCTOMYHMBOTO
pa3BuTue Ha peruoHure. IIpenoprkara MU KbM JOKTOPAHTA € Aa MPOABIDKU U3CIICABAHUATA
B Ta3W HACOKa.

8. 3akuouenne

JlMcepTalMOHHUAT TPyl € pa3paboTeH B CbOTBETCTBUE C HOPMATUBHUTE W3UCKBAHUS
3a TMPHUCHXKJIaHEe Ha oOpa3oBareilHaTa W HaydyHa CTEIEH ,,JJOKTOp™, OTpa3eHH B 3aKOHa 3a
pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJeMU4HUsl cbhcTaB B PenmyOnuka bearapus, Ha [lpaBuiHuka 3a HEroBOTO



npuioxkenne W Ha IlpaBwiHKMKa 3a OpraHu3alusTa W NPOBEXKIAHETO HA KOHKYPCH 3a
npuaoOuBaHe HAa HAYYHH CTEIIEHU U 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaJeMU4Hu JurbxHocTd B YHCC.

Ha ocnoBata Ha MOCOYEHHUTE MOJIOKHUTEIHU CTPAHU U TPUHOCHU JIaBaM CBOETO
chIJlacHe U MpeasiaraM Ha NOYUTAaeMOTO Hay4HO JKYPH JIa B3eM€ pellieHue 3a MPUChKAAHE Ha
o6pa3oBaTeHaTa ¥ HAYYHA CTeIleH ,,JokTop* Ha MBan Mopnanos Koues B 061acT Ha BuCIIE
oOpazoBanue: 3. CouuanHy, CTONAHCKU U IPaBHU HAYKH, MPoQecuOHANIHO HanpasieHue 3.7.
AJIMUHUCTpAIMSI ¥ YIIPaBJICHKE, 110 HaAyYHA CICHUATHOCT ,,AIMUHUCTPALIUS U yrpaBicHHE (
PErMOHAITHO pa3BUTHE)” .

23.01.2020 .
rp. Codus HMommuc: ....oovvvvviiiiin
/Mpod. n-p B. I'aitmappxuena/



UNIVERSITY FOR NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

STATEMENT

By:  Prof. Veneta Stoyanova Gaydardzhieva, PhD;
Trakia University — Stara Zagora, Department of Regional Development;
Academic major: National Economy (incl. regional economy and history of national
economy).

Regarding:  Dissertation work for conferring the educational and scientific degree of
Doctor in the academic major of Administration and Management (Regional
Development) at the University of National and World Economy, Sofia.

Author of the dissertation:  Ivan Yordanov Kochev
Dissertation topic: SME development as a factor for enhancing regional competitiveness

Reasons for stating this Statement: acting in the capacity of a member of the Academic Jury
for thesis defense with respect to Order Ne 3224/20.12.2019 issued by the Vice-rector for
Science and Research at UNWE, Sofia.

1. Information about the candidate

The candidate has completed a PhD program at the Department of Regional
Development, Faculty of Management and Administration, UNWE in the academic major of
Administration and Management (Regional Development), with respect to Order Ne
3387/19.12.2018 issued by the Rector of UNWE. He has been enrolled in a three-year
independent PhD program for the period of 18.12.2018 — 18.12.2021 under the scientific
supervision of Assoc. Prof. Georgi Nikolov, PhD. Due to a favorable decision of the
Department of Regional Development on his suitability for thesis defense, Ivan Kochev was
dismissed with a right to defend his dissertation on 18.12.2019 according to an Order Ne
3251/30.12.2019 issued by the Rector of UNWE.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation work

Contemporary developmental conditions premise the greater actuality of enhancing
competitiveness. Research on the approaches and strategies for enhancing the
competitiveness of enterprises has become a key problem for regional economy and essential
for designing models for regional development at a national, regional and local level.
Accomplishing sustainable economic growth through the development of competitive
economy is central to improving the quality of life in the regions and individual
municipalities. In this sense, the candidate’s choice of topic is well-grounded and especially
important for a more in-depth research in this area.

The dissertation has both a theoretical and an applied scientific character. The chosen
structure is logical and meets the research objectives and tasks. The separate sections of the



study are well-balanced. The total volume of the dissertation is 184 pages and includes an
introduction, three chapters, conclusion and references.

The introduction justifies the actuality and importance of the topic of research and
reasons its formulation. The main objectives and research tasks are outlined and the object
and subject matter of the study are determined. The main thesis and two working hypotheses
are formulated, and the adopted methodology and information provision for the analysis are
clarified. The chronology of the writing is briefly presented, along with its limitations and
findings in theoretical-methodological and applied scientific perspective.

The main thesis formulated by the candidate in his dissertation is that the dynamics
and level of competitiveness of enterprises depends on the competitive potential and the
impact of certain determining external factors. Within the framework of developing its main
thesis the author has tested two working hypotheses which refer to the following arguments:

e The factors with a key regional impact on the level of competitiveness may be
measured in a dynamic order, with respect to the regional situation. This may therefore
benefit the improvement and enhancement of competitiveness of individual enterprises if
favorable conditions are created, and vice versa — act as a stagnating agent during
unfavorable regional developmental times. Such prognostic enables more efficient control
measures on the productivity and activity of enterprises and the adaptation of a strategic
vision to the constantly changing environmental conditions.

e Through regional policies and political leverage it may be possible to
influence the realization of the competitive potential of separate regional enterprises, as
well as to enhance the competitiveness of the regional economy.

During the analytical stage numerous sources have been studied: articles by Bulgarian
and foreign authors in specialized journals, monographs, reference materials, etc. The
reference section includes 48 sources in Bulgarian, 38 in Russian and 75 in English. The
literature sources have been well selected in terms of content and quantity for the purposes of
the research.

3. Evaluation of the submitted scientific and applied scientific results

In terms of content the candidate has presented a well-structured work which
complies with the main requirements. The theoretical and methodological problems
regarding SME competitiveness have been studied promptly. An assessment and analysis of
the competitiveness of the enterprises in the region of Blagoevgrad have been made, as well
as an empirical analysis and evaluation of the competitiveness through current research
instruments. Guidelines, measures and recommendations for enhancing regional
competitiveness have been proposed. On the basis of the results from the electronic survey
the candidate has defined a number of important inferences related to the development of
competitiveness of individual regional enterprises in the region of Blagoevgrad, and the
development of the competitiveness in the whole region.

In his work, Ivan Kochev has incorporated appropriate research methods in
accordance with the character of the research subject. In order to meet the main objective and
tackle the tasks, he has used dialectical, systematic and abstract-logical approaches. In the
process of writing the candidate has also relied on the method of comparative analysis,
applied the constructive method for developing a model of structuring several management



approaches and instruments during a functional activity of economic units, and employed
statistical methods as pivotal for his study.

4. Evaluation of the scientific and applied scientific contributions.

The achievements listed by the candidate as scientific contributions reflect the main
thesis in his dissertation. They justify the research aspiration of the candidate to highlight the
possibilities for applying the theoretical and applied achievements in the area of sustainable
regional development to the problematics of enhancing regional competitiveness.

These contributions have been listed and systematized in the attached dissertation
abstract. The dissertation work also contributes to remedying the lack of such studies in
Bulgaria.

5. Evaluation of the publications on the dissertation topic.

The candidate has presented three sole-authored publications on his dissertation topic.
These are scientific reports presented at two international scientific conferences organized
respectively by: UNWE in 2018 and in Pirot, Serbia in 2019. They reflect the topic of
research and in quantitative aspect satisfy the requirements for conferring the educational and
scientific degree of Doctor.

6. Evaluation of the dissertation abstract

The dissertation abstract includes 35 pages and meets the requirements for a
dissertation work, while presenting adequately the completed study. The inquiry with the
contributions realistically matches the results of the dissertation work.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions.

The problematics which is the focus of the candidate is actual and of considerable
importance for the socio-economic development of Bulgaria, as well as for sustainable
regional development. | would recommend to the candidate to continue his research in this
direction.

8. Conclusion

The dissertation work has been developed in accordance with the regulation
requirements for conferring the educational and scientific degree of Doctor envisioned in the
Law for the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Statute for
its application and the Statute for the organization and holding of competitions for acquiring
academic positions at UNWE.

On the basis of the advantages and contributions listed above, | therefore grant my
approval and recommend to the honorable jury to reach a favorable decision for conferring
the academic and scientific degree of Doctor to lvan Yordanov Kochev in the area of higher
education: 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences; professional field: 3.7. Administration
and Management; academic major: Administration and Management (Regional
Development).

23.01.2020
Sofia Signature: ..........oocoiiiiiinl.
[Prof. V. Gaydardjieva, PhD/



