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1. WHdopmauua 3a aucepTaHTa

EneoHopa MunyoBa YwaroBa — KanuHoBa kato guceprtaHT ce € oby4yaBana u pabotuna
no AOKTOpCKa nporpama kbm kategpa ,lonutonorna“ Ha YHCC. dopmaTta e ,camocTosTenHa
noaroToBka“ — Taka Hap. cBOGoAHa AOKTOpaHTypa.

HoktopaHT e B Kategpa ,[Nonutonormns® Ha YHCC ot 2021, cbC Cpok 3 roAnHN, Ha CaMoCTo-
ATenHa nogrotoBka. [ucepTaumsita e npeacTaBeHa 3a 3almuta npeacpoyHo — Ha 2-Ta roguHa.

BeposiTHO e nognucana [eknapaumsa 3a OpurnHanHocT n ABTOPCTBO (3a Hay4Ha KonernanHa
€TMYHOCT), no un. 27, an 2 ot 3PACPB, kakto 1 [leknapaunsa 3a CroTteetctemne ¢ M.H.3., no un.
26, an. 2 n 3 ot 3PACPB.



2. OBLWA XAPAKTEPUCTUKA Ha npeacTaBeHUs1 AucepTaumMoHeH Tpya

[ucepTaumaTa e odhopMeHa B cTaHAAPTHA CTPYKTypa: yBoA, TPU NMPUHOCHMU rNaBwm, 3aK-
noYeHue, nuTepaTypa U NPUNOXeHUs.

MbpeaTa rmaea (54 cTp.) € N0 TeopeTUKo-meToauveckara ocHoBa. OCHOBHO ce obchxaa
N paspaboTBa NOHATMETO ,rpaXKgaHCKO 0OLWEeCcTBO® — B UICTOPUYECKN U CbBPeEMEHEH pakypc. Oc-
BETNSABAT ce rpaxgaHckuTe asmkeHnsi u HIMNO B kKa4ecTBOTO MM Ha OCHOBHM akTbopn B [O. O606-
LLlaBa ce Ype3 HAKOW acneKTU Ha rpaXkaaHCKOTO y4acTne B 4eMOKpaTuyHus npouec. B Tasm ceet-
NHa ca TMNONorn3vpaHn BUAOBE rpaXaaHCKo yyacTue.

BTopaTta rnaea (68 cTp.) € MHCTUTYLMOHaNeH aHanu3 Ha HaunoHaneH ombyacmaH B bun-
rapus, pasrnefaH npes npusamaTa Ha peasnHoTo cbeTosiHue Ha O gHec B bbvnrapuda. Ha nbpso
MSACTO npe3 ocobeHOoCTUTEe Ha GBLNrapCKUs KOHCTUTYLIMOHEH MOAES U HEFOBOTO peanHo dyHKUMO-
HupaHe. OGCBXAa ce KOHKpeTHaTa npaBHa perynauus, B CBETNIMHATa Ha hakTopuTe 3a rpaxaaH-
Cka akTMBHOCT. CneuuanHo ce akueHTupa Ha yHKummTe n ponara Ha OmByacmaHa no BpemMe Ha
rpakaaHCKM 1 NONIMTUYECKN KPU3N.

TpeTtaTa rnasa (20 cTp.) NnpeacTaBs MeToaukaTa Ha aBTOPCKM eMNUPUYEH CoHpax no Te-
MaTa Ha gucepTauusaTa, NonyyYeHnTe aHHU U ObNOOYMHHM MHTepBIoTa ¢ 13 ekcrepTa, KakTo U Cb-
OTBETEH KpaThbK aHanu3 Ha JaHHUTE U nosiydyeHaTa uHdopmMaums.

O6wmaT obem e 166+10 cTp. lNMpuemam T03n 06emM Ha TpyAa KaTo MMHMMANHO U3UCKYeM B
norneTo Ha HawwuTe obLLEeCTBEHN HayKW.

MpunoxeH e nanonseaH CueHapum 3a ,,4bNGOYNHHO MHTEPBIO C €KCNEPTU OT MHCTUTY-
unata HaumoHaneH ombyacmaHd. Tou cbabpka 8 TeMu 3a ob6cbxKaaHe ¢ ekcnepTute — opMynu-
paHn ca OCHOBHM BBbMPOCU U NOABBLAPOCU KbM TAX. 3abenexka: 1-BuM U 7-My BbNPOCK CAKaLl He
npunarart KaTo 3a ,ekcneptun” — 6u cneasano ga ca no-KOHKpPeTuU3MpaHu, cnef kato ce nutart xopa
¢ 6oraT NnpakTU4eCcKn onnT 1 ¢ PYHKLUN HA KOMNETEHTHN CIYXXUTENN.

MpunoxeH e u CueHapumn 3a ,,ABLNOOYMHHO MHTEpPBIO ¢ npeacTtaButenu Ha HIMO n rpax-
AAHCKM aKTUBUCTKM — T.e. ApyraTta cTpaHa Ha npoueca. Tol CbLLo cbabpka 8 TeMu 3a ob6cbxaaHe.
TemuTte aybnupat BbNPOCUTE KbM EKCNEPTU OT UHCTUTYUUSITA — O4EBUOHO 3aMUCBIBLT € Aa ce
Hanpasu CbNocTaBKa.

MpunoxeH e HagnexeH cnUcbK ¢ 13-Te ekcnepTta — C NocoyBaHe Ha MHCTUTyumaTa u HIMNO,
KaKTo 1 cneunnyHMTe UM AENHOCTU. ToBa ca eKcrnepTuTe, C KOUTO € NpoBeAeHO AbN60YNHHO
WHTEPBIO, BKI. camuTe 3-ma HaumoHanHn ombyacmanu ot nepuoga 2010-2023 roa.

Ha ctp. 136-150 (15 cTpaHvun) cuHTe3anpaHo ca npeacTaBeHU MHEeHUs1 Ha MHTepBIOUpa-
HUTE eKCnepTn — OTKbM OMOYACMaHUTE M OTKbM rpaxaaHCkuTe opraHusaummn. HanpaeeHo e
cbuTo N cbaobpKaTenHo, ¢ HeobxoaMmMoTo 0b6o6LaBaHe OT CTpaHa Ha uacnegosartens.

Benexka: OcTtaBa ce c BneyaTneHue, Ye e AafeH NpUopuTeT Ha rpaxKgaHCKUTe opraHmaa-
LMK, a He Ha ombyacmaHuTe. Csikall Npu NpeAcTaBsHETO BTOpUTE ca noaueHeHu. B Tasum Bpb3ka
MW NMNcBa eqHO TaGMMYHO M CLNOCTAaBUTENHO NpeACcTaBsAHe Ha ABEeTe rpynu MHEHUs!, 3a Aa ce
BMAW NO-SICHO Kb/le Te ce NPUNOKPUBAT, Aanu HsKbAe ce pasMuHaBaT, MMa N NYHKTOBE, KbAeTo
cpeLlly eaHOTO MHEHWUst OTKbM ApyraTa cTpaHa uma npasHoTta?

Opyra 6enexka: Bbw morno ga nma egHo ganedy no-nadepnartesniHo NpusioXKeHue ¢ No-noa-
pPOGHM TEKCTOBE OT MHTEPBIOTATA C EKCMNEPTN — TE€ HE Ca TONIKOBA MHOMO 1 06eMbT He 6y 6un or-
pomeH. ToBa 61 [ano Bb3MOXHOCT Ha YMTaTens cam a ce OpueHTMpa B AOMbIIHUTENHN HIOAHCH,
B Pa3fMYHM aKLEHTU, KAKTO M OTHOCHO HENMOTMMYHO NUMNCBALLN aKLEHTU B MHTEPBIOTaTa U B M3Ka3-
BaHWUTe cTaHoBuWA. Taka 6u 6un npegocTaBeH EMNMPUYEH MaTepuan Ha Apyru uscnegoBartenm
3a TEXEH BTOPUYEH aHanms.




MpunoxeH e CNUCbK C nanon3saHa nutepartypa. Buxagame 44 HayyYyHW 3TOYHMKA Ha ObI-
rapcku eauk, 3aegHo ¢ 13 u3TodHunka Ha aHrmnunckn esamk. Owle, nocoveHn ca 10 MHCTUTYLUMOHANMHN
N3TOYHMKA.

O0OwWo B3eTO TOBa € AocTaTb4yeH 06eM KaToO MMHUMANHO U3UCKBaHe 3a eHa JOoKTopcka
anceptaums 3a ,Manbk goktop“ — OHC ,gokTop*.

Mora aa KOHCTaTupam, 4e B TACHOTO NoJie Ha CBOA U3cneaoBaTesiCKM MHTepecC AOKTOPaHTbT
no3HaBa AOCTAaTb4HO U3TOYHULUU N HAYYHa nuTepartypa.

3. AKTYAJIHOCT Ha TemaTa m npo6nemaTmkara

Temarta u npobnemaTtukata Ha aucepTauusita e 6e3cnopHoO akTyanHa 1 ¢ HapacTBalla ak-
TyarnHocT B [HELLHOTO HW BCce No-pa3bbpkaHo Bpeme. [paxaaHcKUTe HanpexeHns HapacTeaT ek-
ctpemanHo ot 2020 r. Hacam. [IHec rpaxaaHCcKy NpoTecTy 3a4ecTsBaT Mo BCAKAKBY NMOBOAM, BKII.
cpeLly cTpaTerMiyecky n KOHKPeTHU NONUTUKM Ha BnacTtTa u MNpaeutencreoTo.

B TakaBa obLwecTBeHa 1 ObpKaBHa cUTyauus MHCTUTYyUusiTa HaunoHaneH ombyacmaH nma
N3KINIOYUTENHO BaXKHA PONA KaTo TPAHCMUCUSA OT rpaXKaaHUTe U TeXHUTEe 06eanHEeHNs 1 NPOosiBU
KbM BMacTOBUTE MHCTUTYLIMM U 3aKOHOAATENHUTE OpraHu.

Mma unskniountenHo BaxkHa pyHKUuSA ga cboupa u o6obwaea, u ga ocMmucns HOpMaTUBHO
N IOPUANYECKN NONyYaBaHUTE OTKbM rpaXaaHUTe U TEXHUTE OOLLHOCTN KOHKPETHM KPUTUKKN 1
npeasnioxXeHus, 3a Aa cesmpa CbOTBETHUTE AbPXKABHU MHCTUTYLMM U YYPEXOEHWS, ObPXKaBHUTE
OpraHu 3a HaBpPEMEHHA peakLMsa 1 NONEe3HN PELLEHNS Ha KasycuTe.

Oule, oMByacMaHbT € USKIMHUYUTENHO BaXXHO CPeaoToUYMe Ha rpaxaaHckaTa Hagexaa, Jve
B MHCTUTYLIMOHAmNHaTa CTPyKTypa Ha camaTa Obp)KaBa MMa OpraH, KOWTO 3acTaBa OTKbM rpaxana-
HUTE, KOWTO BHMMaBa 3a HaTpynBallM ce Npobrnemu, KOWTO pearmpa agekBaTHO NPY KPU3WN U rpax-
[aHCKWN BbITHEHUS.

Bcuykm Tean Hella, BEpOSTHO U Apyru, NpaBaT HacTosiaTa paboTa akTyasiHa M CbC CbB-
pPeMeHHU NONUTUYECKUN U NONUTONOMMYHUN MPOEKUMUN, C BaXKHU rPaXaaHCKN U UHCTUTYLIMOHANHN
NPOEKLUMM, 1 e C HapacTealla NpakTuyecka 1 TeEOPeTUKO-KOHLeNTyariHa akTyanHocCT.

OGeKTbT M NpegMeTbT Ha TOBa AUCEPTaLMOHHO U3cneaBaHe npearnonara OpraHMYHo BNJU-
TaHe MeXAy MHCTUTYLMOHANeH aHanus3 1 rpaxaaHcka YyBCTBUTENTHOCT KbM OCTpUTE Npo6-
nemu B 0OLLECTBOTO M KpU3NTE B AbpkaBata. ToBa B Crlyyast ce e Monyynno — To € Cbabpxa-
TENHO NOCTUXEHME Ha aBTopa M Hay4YHUS PbKOBOAMTEN, HO B CbLLIOTO BpEME TO MMa SICHWU U3Mepe-
HWS KaTO aKTyanHOCT U CUTyaTUBHA MNOJNIE3HOCT.

4. OBOBLUEHA oueHka 3a gucepTauMoOHHUA TpyA
EGSCI'IOpHO MMa CbOTBETCTBUE MeXAyY 3arnaBsne N CbAbpPXaHNETO B TEKCTA.
Jlornkara B CTPYKTypaTa U nocneaoBaTesIHOCT Ha U3NOXEHNETO € y6eﬂVITeJ'IHa.

Cnopepn MeH, Ma 1 o4eBMaHa NpakTUyecka NPUNOXMUMOCT Ha pesynTaTtute oT TO3M aBTop-
CKV TPYA — KakTo B paboTaTa Ha NonuTuum 1 nonuTornosn, Taka u B pabortata Ha CbOTBETHU UHC-
TmTYummn 1 HMO, a Taka cbLo 1 KaTo NPOBOKALMS KbM FOPUCTU KOHCTUTYLIMOHATUCTM.

E3UKBbT U CTUNBT Ha N3NOXEHNETO ca ,D,O6pl/l. Taka aBTOPBT ACHO eKcnnuuupa nogxoaa 1
aHannMTU4YHUTE CN akUeHTU, a YnTaTenatT uMa Bb3MOXHOCT CTPYKTYpPUpaHoO Aa OrnoHupa unn aa
Aopa3BuBa npeasoxXeHna aHanmi n mogennpaHe.

Hay4yHuTe 1 JOKYMEHTanHNUTE U3TOYHULM Ha ANCEPTAUMOHHUA TPYA ca NpeacTaBeHn noape-
AEHO 1 goctaTbyHo gobpe.



Hay4yHuAT anapar ce 13non3sa KOPEKTHO Y EBPUCTMYHO B Tasun HAay4YHO-MPUNOXKHA U npar-
MaTWUYHO OpueHTMpaHa paspaboTka.

OBEKT v MNPEOMET Ha gucepTtauusTa e cneuuanHaTta MHCTUTyums HaumoHaneH omoya-
cMmaH B bbnrapug, BbBegeHa n yTebpaeHa y Hac npes 2003 r., B KOHTeKCTa Ha onuTa B EBpona
n EC. lNMpegMeTbT ca PYHKUNNTE U KOHKPETHU POPMM HA B3aMMOOENCTBUE CbC CTPYKTYPU Ha
rpaxgaHckoTo obuecTtBo y Hac — HIMO u rpaxxgaHcky copyXeHus.

LIENTa Ha ToBa chokycmpaHo uscnenBaHe € AeTansieH aHanm3 Ha B3aMMOOTHOLLUEHUATA
mexay HaunoHanHust oMOyacMaH, Kato MHCTUTYUMS 1 KaTo 0BLLEeCTBEH aBTOPUTET, CbC CTPYKTYpU
Ha O, 3a na ce pa3BMBa NOTeHUMaNbT UM 3a MPUHOCHO rpaXKAaHCKO y4yacTue npun BeMaHe
Ha Ba)XHWN peLUeHus.

Tasn ocHoBHa Lien e KOHKpeTU3npaHa B 6 No-KOHKPETHM 3aa4M Ha NPoy4BaHETO U aHanu3aa.

B pesyntart oT peanuanpaHe Ha NOCTaBEHUTE LN 1 3a4ayn ce e nony4mn eguH gobbvp aHa-
nun3, KOWTO MO CBOSI XapaKkTep € nonuTonoruyeH. PaboTata e n3sbplleHa ¢ U3non3eaHe Ha Me-
ToAda Ha CbabpXKaTernieH aHanus, onMcaHue Ha criyvau, BTOPMYEH aHanua Ha eMMMPUYHU OaHHM,
AbNOOYNHHM MHTEPBIOTA, NPaBHO-HOPMATUBEH U UHCTUTYLIMOHANEH aHanus3, UCTopmuyecka peTpoc-
nekumsa ot 1989 o cerawnata 2023 roa.

fAcHo ca pedomHMpaHn orpaHMyveHns B obekTa n obxeaTa Ha NPOy4YBaHETO M aHanmsa.
ToBa camo no cebe cu nogckassa CaMOAMCUMMNIMHA HA MUCBHNTA M CNOCOBHOCT 3a hOKyCcUpaHe Ha
paboTaTa.

5. OLEHKA Ha Hay4yHuTe u Hay4yHo-npunoxHute PE3YJITATU n NIPUHOCH
lMoco4veHn ca 5 Hay4YHW NpuHOCca Ha auceptaumarta. 1o cblecTBO U 4-Te uMaT Hay4yHo npu-
NOXEH XapakTep:
e pasbupaHe 3a KaHanuM3mpaHe Ha rPaXK4aHCKOTO yvacTue Ypes BKIIoYBaHE Npu B3eMaHe
Ha peLleHus;

e aHanM3 Ha yCTOMYMBUTE BPBH3KM C FPaXKAaHCKU OpraHm3auun, 3a Aa MMmart Te pearnHo Bnus-
HWe B EMOKPaTUYHUS NPOLIEC;

e aHanua Ha crnyyaum, npu konto OmMbyacmaHbT NpeaoTBpaTsiBa KOHNUKTM Mexay Bnactra
N FPaXXOaHCKM CTPYKTYPU, MEXAY MHCTUTYLIMM U rPaXaaHw;

e aHanuaupa ce pondta Ha OmByacmaHa Npy KPU3n U rpaXkgaHCKn NpoTecTu.

He 6ux moren ga npuema 5-a1 bopMynunpaH NpuHOC, AOKOMKOTO CcTaBa Ayma 3a HabupaHe,
obpaboTBaHe u aHanuampaHe Ha HabpaHn eMnMpu4HK AaHHKU. [pu BCUYKKM TakuBa cnydyaum MeTo-
AvkaTa n nHgopmauuata 6 Morno ga ce M3nonsea 3a BTOPUYEH aHanu3 1 OT Apyru uscnenosa-
Tenun. Toea camd no cebe cu e NpeanocTaBka, a He TBOPYECKN TEOPETUYEH, METOANYECKN UMW Ha-
YYHO-NPUNOXEH MPUHOC.

6. OLLEHKA Ha ny6nukaumute no AUCEPTALUATA
MocoyeHn ca 3 nybnmkauun No TemaTa Ha guceprauumsaTa.

Epnnarta e nyGnvkyBaH goknag ot KoHgdepeHums oT 2022 r., BTopaTa e CTatus B Hay4HO Cnu-
caHue ot 2022 r. — nmaT HopmareH o6em KaTo 3a Hay4yHu cTaTumn. TpeTtaTta nybnukauusa e noco-
YyeHa KaTo Aoknag B COOpPHMK, HO BEPOSATHO TOWM BCE OLLE HE € U3aadeH.



KaTo usino moxe fa ce kaxe, 4ye npeacraBeHuTe nybnukaumm Ha aguceptaHta CboTBeTCcTBaT
Ha KOHKypC 3a ,Manbk goktop“ — OHC ,goktop“. Cera ca CHUXeHW n3mMckBaHuaTa cnpsimo nybnum-
KauMmTe 1 NoCoYeHnTe ce npuemaT 3a AOCTaTbYHM.

JonbrnHUTENHO ca NocoYeHU 2 yyacTus B HayyYHU KoHpepeHuun. [Mpes 2021 n 2023 rog.

7. OueHka Ha ABTOPE®EPATA
MpencTtaBeHuAT aBTopedepat e oT 33 CTp., Ha ObNrapcku 1 aHIMUINCKK e3nLU.
MpUnoXeH e cnucbk ¢ 5 NpUHOCa, KakTo M CMUCHK C NYGnUKaLmMm 1 y4acTusi B KOHEPEHLMN.

PecbepaTbT afeKBaTHO npeAacTaBA CTPYKTypaTa U CbAbpPXaHMETO Ha AncepTaundaTa.

8. KpuTnuyHuM 6enexku, npenopbLKU U BbLNPOCHU.

B rOpHNUA TEKCT Ha TOBA CTaHOBULLIE BEeYe HanpaBnX HAKOU oenexkn n npenopbKn.

9. SAKINIOYEHUE

Kato nmam npensna BCUYKO npencrtaBeHo AO0TYK, CHUTaM, 4e QUCepTaunNoOHHUAT Tpya Ha
Tema ,Ponsata Ha OMBYACMAHA B pa3BuTueTo Ha rpaxkgaaHckoTo obwecTtBo B bbn-
rapus — rpaxgaHcko yyactue

OTroBaps Ha OCHOBHW Hay4YHU U3NCKBaHWS, 3a Aa Moxe fa ce npucbam OHC ,,nokTop” Ha
EneoHopa Mun4yoBa YwartoBa — KanuHoBa.

A3 rnacyBam ,,3A“ 1 c1 NO3BOMsIBaM Aa NpenopbyamM Ha yBaXXaeMuTe Korern cbLio ga nog-
KpenaTt n3bopa.

10 okTomBpmn 2023 noanumc:
Codpnga /mpod. a.c.H. Muxaun Mupyes/
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3. CHARACTERISTICS of the presented dissertation thesis

The dissertation has a standard structure: introduction, three contributing chapters, con-
clusion, literature and appendices.

The First chapter (54 pages) presents the theoretical and methodological basis of the dis-
sertation. The focus is mainly on the concept of "civil society" — in a historical and contemporary
perspective. The civil movements and NGOs in their capacity as main actors in GO are outlined. It
is summarized through some aspects of citizen participation in the democratic process. In this light,
types of civic participation are typologized.

The Second chapter (68 pages) is an institutional analysis of the National Ombudsman in
Bulgaria, examined through the prism of the real state of the Ombudsman today in Bulgaria. First
of all, through the peculiarities of the Bulgarian constitutional model and its actual functioning. The
specific legal regulation is discussed in the light of the factors for civic activism. Special emphasis
is placed on the functions and role of the Ombudsman during civil and political crises.

The Third chapter (20 pages) presents the methodology of the author's empirical survey on
the topic of the dissertation, the obtained data and in-depth interviews with 13 experts, as well as a
corresponding brief analysis of the data and the information obtained.

The total volume of the dissertation is 166+10 pages. | accept it as the minimal required for
the dissertations in our social sciences.

A Scenario for “in-depth” interview with experts of the Ombudsman Institution is applied=
It contains 8 topics and the respective questions on them. Note: The 1st and 7th questions do not
seem to fit as for "experts" — they should be more specific, since people with extensive practical
experience and functions of competent employees are asked.

A Scenario for “in-depth” interview with representatives of NGO and civil activists —i.e.
the other side of the process, is applied as well. It contains 8 topics that duplicate the questions to
experts from the institution — obviously the idea is to make a comparison.

A list of the 13 interviewed experts with their institution and specific activities is also ap-
plied. The three interviewed national ombudsmen in the period of 2010-2023 are also included in
the list.

On pages 136-150 (15 pages) the opinions of the interviewed experts — from the
ombudsmen and civil organizations — are presented in a synthesis. It is done concisely with the
necessary summarization by the researcher.

Note: The impression that the civil organizations are prioritized instead of the ombudsmen
may appear. It seems that the latter are underestimated in the presentation. In this regard, | am
missing a tabular and comparative presentation of the two groups of opinions, in order to see
more clearly where they overlap, whether they diverge somewhere, are there points where there is
a void against one opinion from the other side?

Another note: There could be a much more comprehensive appendix with more detailed
texts from the interviews with experts — they are not so many and the volume would not be huge.
This would give the reader the opportunity to orient himself in additional nuances, in different
accents, as well as regarding illogically missing accents in the interviews and in the opinions
expressed. This would provide empirical material to other researchers for their secondary analysis.

A references list is also applied. It contains 44 scientific references in Bulgarian and 13 in
English. Another 10 are institutional references.

As a whole the references list meets the minimal requirements for a PhD dissertation.



5. TOPICALITY of the theme

The theme of the dissertation is undoubtedly topical and with increasing topicality today. Civil
tensions have been growing extremely since 2020. Today, civil protests are becoming more
frequent on all kinds of occasions, incl. against strategic and specific policies of the Authority and
the Government.

In such a public and state situation, the institution of the National Ombudsman has an
extremely important role as a transmission from the citizens and their associations and
manifestations to the power institutions and legislative bodies.

It has an extremely important function to collect and summarize, and to give legal and
normative meaning to specific criticisms and proposals received from citizens and their
communities, in order to refer the relevant state institutions and institutions, the state authorities for
a timely response and useful solutions to the cases.

Also, the ombudsman is an extremely important focus of the citizen's hope that in the
institutional structure of the state itself there is a body that stands up for the citizens, that is
attentive to accumulating problems, that reacts adequately to crises and civil unrest.

All these things, probably others, make the present work relevant and with contemporary
political and politological projections, with important civic and institutional projections, and is of
increasing practical and theoretical-conceptual relevance.

The object and subject of this dissertation research implies an organic interweaving between
institutional analysis and civic sensitivity to acute problems in society and crises in the state. This is
what happened in this case - it is a meaningful achievement of the author and the scientific
supervisor, but at the same time it has clear dimensions such as relevance and situational
usefulness.

6. ASSESSMENT of the dissertation thesis

There is undoubtedly a correspondence between title and content in the text.

The logic in the structure and sequence of the exposition is convincing.

In my opinion, there is also an obvious practical applicability of the results of this author's

research — both in the work of politicians and political scientists, and in the work of relevant
institutions and NGOs, and also as a provocation to constitutional lawyers.

The language and style of the text is good. Thus, the author clearly explains his approach
and analytical emphases, and the reader has the opportunity to structurally oppose or further
develop the proposed analysis and modeling.

The scientific and documentary sources of the dissertation work are presented in an orderly
and sufficiently well manner.

The scientific apparatus is used correctly and heuristically in this scientific-applied and
pragmatically oriented development.

The OBJECT and SUBJECT of the dissertation is the special institution of the National
Ombudsman in Bulgaria, introduced and established in Bulgaria in 2003, in the context of the
experience in Europe and the EU. The subject is the functions and specific forms of interaction
with civil society structures in our country — NGOs and civil associations.

The OBJECTIVE of this focused research is a detailed analysis of the relationship between



the National Ombudsman, as an institution and as a public authority, with NGO structures, in order
to develop their potential for contributing citizen participation in making important decisions.

This main objective is specified in 6 more specific research tasks.

As a result of the realization of the set goals and tasks, a good analysis was obtained, which
is political in nature. The work was carried out by the method of content analysis, case studies,
secondary analysis of empirical data, in-depth interviews, legal-normative and institutional analysis,
historical retrospection from 1989 to the present 2023.

Limitations in the object and scope of the study and analysis are clearly defined. This in
itself suggests self-discipline of thought and ability to focus work.

5. Assessment of the scientific RESULTS and CONTRIBUTIONS

5 scientific contributions of the dissertation are formulated. In essence, all 4 have a
scientifically applied nature:

« understanding of channeling citizen participation through inclusion in decision-making;

* analysis of sustainable relations with civil organizations, so that they have real influence in
the democratic process;

* analysis of cases in which the Ombudsman prevents conflicts between the Government and
civil structures, between institutions and citizens;

* the role of the Ombudsman in crises and civil protests is analysed.

The 5™ contribution could not be accepted as far as the collection, processing and analysis of
collected empirical data is concerned. In all such cases, the methodology and information could be
used for secondary analysis by other researchers. This in itself is a premise, not a creative
theoretical, methodological or scientific-applied contribution.

6. Assessment of the PUBLICATIONS in the topic of dissertation
3 publications are listed.

One of them is a published report of a conference held in 2022, the other is an article, pub-
lished in a scientific journal in 2022. They both are in a volume sufficient for a scientific article. The
third one is a paper in the book of conference proceedings, but probably the book is still not issued.

It could be said that the presented publications comply with the requirements for acquiring the
PhD degree.

In addition, 2 conference presentations from 2021 and 2023 are listed.

7. Assessment of the AUTOR’S ABSTRACT of dissertation.

The presented author’s abstract contains 33 pages. It adequately represents the disserta-
tion. Itis both in Bulgarian and English.

5 contributions are listed as well as a list with the scientific publications.

8. Critical remarcs, recommendations and questions
I have already made some recommendations in the above text of this opinion.

9. CONCLUSION



Considering all that is presented above, | can conclude that the dissertation thesis on the

topic “The Role of the OMBUDSMAN in the Development of Civil Society In Bulgaria — Citizen
Participation”

Complies with the minimal scientific requirements for acquiring the Educational and Scientific
Degree of “Doctor” to its author Eleonora Milchova Ushatova — Kalinova.

I am voting “FOR” and recommend to the respected colleagues of the scientific jury to vote

“for”.

Oct.10" 2023 SIGNATURE: . e,
Sofia /Prof. Mihail Mirchev, Dr. Sc./
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