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(MexxayHapoAHM OTHOLWEHUA M BbHLWHA noantuka) B YHCC.

OcHoeaHue 3a NpeacTaBAHE Ha PELEH3MATA: y4aCTUE B CbCTaBa Ha HAYy4YHOTO Kypu MO
3almMTa Ha AMCepTaLmMoHHMA TpyA cbrnacHo 3anosed Ne 563/06.03.2024 r. Ha 3aMeCTHUK-

pekTtopa no HU/A Ha YHCC.

ABTOp Ha AucepTauMoHHUA Tpya: CmunauaHoc Bacunuoc Kaghecmuduc
Tema Ha gucepTaLMOHHUA TPYA; US-China Relations and Greece’s Regional Role as a Bridge

between them in the Eastern Mediterranean

1. UHdopmauusa 3a gucepraHTa

OunceptanTbT CtunmaHoc Kadectmamc ce e obyyasan B nepuoga 28.04.2020 r. —
28.04.2023 r. KaTO AOKTOPAHT Ha CaAMOCTOATE/IHA NOAFOTOBKA B AOKTOPCKaTa Nporpama Kbm
Kategpa ,MexayHapoaHu oOTHoweHuA”, dakyntet ,MexXayHapogHa WKOHOMMUKA U
nonutnka“ Ha YHCC no npodecmoHanHo HanpasneHue 3.3. MoAUTUYECKM HAYKU, OOKTOPCKA
nporpama ,,Monutonorma“, cbrnacHo 3anosen Ha Pektopa Ha YHCC Ne 1135/20.05.2020 r.

CtunmnaHoc Kadectmamc uMma  mMaructbpcka cteneH no  MexagyHapoaHu
MKOHOMMYECKN oTHoweHuAa oT YHCC u BTOpa marucTbpcka crteneH no MexgyHapogeH

6usHec oT London Southbank University, London, UK. lNpodecnoHanHmMaT my onut e



HaTPyNaH KaKTO B YaCTHUA CEKTOP, CBbP3aH C yNpaBAeHWE W pPa3BMBAHE HAa KOMMNAHWW,
paboTeln Ha MeXAYHAPOAHW MNas3apu, Taka M B NyBANYHMA CEKTOP KaTO KOHCYATAHT Ha
Pa3NIMYHM NPABUTENCTBEHM WHCTUTYUMM U OueHuTesn/ oaMTop Ha U3MbAHEHWETO Ha
Pa3/I4HM  MPOEKTU, NporpamMmm U OOLWECTBEHM MOPBYKM, BKAYUTENHO UM  TAKMUBA
¢vHaHcMpanm ot EC. [OucepTaHTbT MMa Bneyataasaw, npodecMoHaneH OonuT, KOMTO e
HaZArpageH € NpeacTaBeHUs 3a 3aWuTa AUCEPTALMOHEH Tpya. M3nbaHMA e BCuuKuTe cu
3a4b/KEHUA, NpeaBuaAeHN B UHANMBUAYANHUA N1AH 33 00yYeHUe, BKAOUMTETHO MOJIOKEHMU
n3nutm 1M nybamkaumm. Cnen mM3TM4YaHe Ha CPOKA Ha obyyeHWe e OTYMCAEH C MPaBO Ha
3alWmTa Ha gucepTtauMoHeH Tpya v obyyaBallata Kateapa e cTapTupana npoueayparta 3a
nybanyHa 3awmTa. AucepTaHTbT OTroBaps Ha MUHUMANHUTE HAUMOHANHU U3UCKBAHMA 3a

npucbkagaHe Ha OHC ,aoKTop”.

2. O6uwa xapaKTepucTuKa Ha NpeACcTaBeHUA ANCEePTaLLMOHEH TPYA,

O6embT Ha auceptaumaTa e 185 cTpaHuun. Toh ce CbCTOM OT yBOA, TPWU TNaBW,
3aK/odeHne n bubaunorpadua. Fnasute ca pasgeneHun Ha naparpadu. bubnuorpaduarta
CcbAabpKa 124 3arnasua, BKAYUTENHO KHUMM, CTAaTUN U ODUUMANHN AOKYMEHTU. TEKCTBLT Ha
AncepTaumATta BKAoYBa 5 Tabavum, 9 Kaptm 1 4 guarpamu.

Temarta Ha n3cnenBaHeTo e U3KNOUYUTESTHO aKTyanHa. N3TOYHOTO
CpegmsemHOMOpPME, KOETO € BaXeH KPbCTonbT, CBbp3Baw, EBpona, Asma u Adpuka, e
CTpaTernyeckn BaXKHO 3a MOPCKaTa TbProBMA M MPeHOCa Ha eHeprua nopaan 6amnsocTTa cu
0,0 OCHOBHW MOPCKM NbTULA KaTo CyeLKna KaHan n TypcKuTe NpoanBHU.

OcHoBHU cunm Kato CALL, Pycua, Kutat n EBpona noaabprkaT BOEHHM UHTEPECU U
cbto3n B M3TouHOTO CpeamnsemHomopue. TO3U KPUTUHEH PEernoH CAYXKM KaTo CLeHa 3a
CbMepHMYECTBO WM oOnepaunM 3a OKasBaHe Ha BAMAHWE, KOeTo BOAM A0 eCKanauma Ha
PEervoHasHOTO Hanpe)KeHue M M30CTPAHE Ha HacToAawmTe KOHGAMKTU. MpaH, CaypuTcKa
Apabua n Katap ce cTpeMAT KbM BNACT, KaTO MOAKPENAT CbhnepHuyewm cu ¢pakuumm,
OUHAHCMpaAT  TEPOPUCTMYHM  OpraHM3auuMM M UM3NO0JI3BAT  UKOHOMMUYECKUTE W
OVUNIOMaTUYecKMTe CU  OTHOWeEHUA. [unnomaTuyeckuTe ycuava 3a OBAagABaHe Ha
HanpeXeHMeTo 1 paspellaBaHe Ha KOHGAMKTUTe B M3TouHOTO CpegmsemMHOMOpUE BKIOYBAT
CNOXHA Mpe)a OT [ABYCTPAaHHM M  MHOFOCTPAHHM MHULMATMBU, HO pPa3HOMOCOYHMUTE
MHTEepecHu, UCTOPUYECKUTE MPEeTeHUUM U reonoIMTUYECKOTO CbNepHUYEeCTBO YeCcTo CnbBaT

HanpeabKa, KOeETO BOAU 00 AUNSTIOMATUYECKU 3acTon n npoAab/ixKaBalla HecTabunHocT.



MN3cnenBaHeTo Ha B3aMMOAENCTBMETO Mmexay WHTepecute Ha CALL mn Kutan B
MN3TouHOTO CpeanseMHOMOpPUE MMa OFPOMHO 3HaYeHue 3a pa3bmpaHeTo Ha pa3BMBaLLaTa ce
reonosnTMYecka AMHaMMKa B pernoHa. Tbi KAaTO W OBeTe CBPBXCUAW BCe MNoBeve
YTBbPXKAABAT BAMAHMETO CUM B TO3M CTpaTernMyeckuM BaKeH paioH, pa3bupaHeTo Ha
CbOTBETHUTE WM MWHTEPecH, MOTMBALMM U B3AUMOLENCTBMA CTaBa pellaBalo 3a
NMPOrHO3MpPaHe Ha MOTEHUMANHUTE pPe3yaTaTM U CMEKYaBaHe Ha KoHpAuKTuTe. Mbpums,
Pa3noNoXKeHa Ha KpbCTonbTA meXxay Espona, Asusa u AdpwuKa, urpae Kao4voBa pons B TOBA
B3aumogeincteme. Kato uneH Ha HATO u gbprkasa oT EC, Mbpumna cayKum KaTo MOCT MexKay
3aMagHUTE N U3TOYHUTE CUAM, NPEAOCTABANKM YHUKANHA FnegHa TOYKa 3a HabawoaeHue u
BAMAHME BbBPXY reonoUTUYEeCKUTe cbbUTUA. Ype3 nposexaaHe Ha WU3cNeABaHMA Ha
AnHamumkata mexay CALL n Kutaii B U3TouyHoTO CpeagmseMHOMOPUE YYEHUTE U NOAUTULINTE
MOraT ga uAeHTUPUUMPAT BBb3MOXKHOCTMTE 3a [bpumsa ga M3non3Ba NO3MUMATA CU Ha
NocpeaHUK M YCKOpPUTEN Ha Auanora, AOMNPUHACAMKM 3a pernoHanHaTa cTabuaHocT,

MKOHOMUYECKOTO pa3Bnutne n guna1omatn4eCcKkoTo CbTpyagHnN4ecTBo.

3. OueHKa Ha No/lyYeHUTE HAaY4YHU U HAYYHO-MPUNIOXKHU Pe3ynTaTu

N3cneaBaHeTo ce GOKycMpa BbPXY rEONOSUTUHECKOTO CbNEPHMYECTBO B M3TOYHOTO
CpeansemHomopue, pondaTa Ha pasIMYHUTE YY4acTHUUM B HEro u nocaegumumte 3a Mpuma.
[ucepTaHTbT CM NOCTaBA 3a Uen Aa nNpoyvm npoekummnTe Ha uHTepecute Ha CAL u Kutan B
pervoHa v permoHanHaTta pona Ha Mpuna, AbpKasa - YneHKa Ha EC, kKaTo mocT mexkay Tax. B
aucepTaumaTa ce npmema, ye Mpuma uma ctpatermyeckm, MIKOHOMUYECKU, AUNAOMATUYECKM
N BOEHHM OTHoweHUA cbc CALLL, pa3BMBa MKOHOMUYECKU OTHOLWEHUA ¢ KuTan, Kouto morat
Aa 6baaT nonesHu, Ho moraT u ga goseaaT Mpums Ao npotusopeuna cbe CALL, n ye Mpuma
"cn npepcTasa" cebe cM KaTO MOCT M KOMYHMKAUMOHeH KaHan mexay CALL n Kutain B
M3touHoTo CpeansemHomopue n M3touHa Espona.

MeTtoante Ha WM3C/Ne4BAHETO BKAKOYBAT KPUTMYEH TEOMNOAUTUYECKM aHanNus,
CpaBHUTENEH BBHLWHOMNOAUTUYECKM aHanu3, npoduavpaHe Ha BBLHWHWU W PEruoHasHu
Yy4acTHULM U pa3paboTBaHe Ha M3CNeA0BaTENICKM MOAEN 33 AEKOHCTPYMPAHE Ha MHTepecuTe
M uennTe Ha OCHOBHWUTE 3aMHTEpPecoBaHWM CTpaHu B WM3TouyHOTO CpeamsemHomopue.
MN3cnepoBaTencknte BbMPOCM UM LEAM  BKAKYBAT OUEHKA Ha CTeneHTa, B KOATO
aMePUKaHCKMAT (aKTop MoXKe ga noganomorHe [bpuma KaTo CcTpaHa uYneHKa Ha EC,

BMXAAHUATA HA MHCTUTYuMuTe Ha EC, cTpaHuTe-uneHkn wn CALL, 3a HapacTBaw,oTo



MKOHOMMYECKO MpUCbCTBME HA KuTan B MbpumA, KakKTO M Bb3AEUCTBMETO Ha KUTAMCKUTe
MHBECTULMM BbpXy OTHOweHuATa mexgy CALL u Kutalh M Bb3MOXKHOCTUTE HA rpbuKaTa
BbHLUHA NOJNTUKA.

OncepTaumMoHHUAT TPyL MMa ACHO onpegesneHu Lenn, KOUTO CAyaT 3a Bojella
paMKa Ha Hay4yHOTO M3c/eaBaHe. Te3n uen oyepTaBaT KOHKPETHUTE 3a43a4n N pesynTaTu,
KOUTO [AucepTauuAaTa UenuM Aa MOCTUIHe, KaTto OCUrypAaBaT ACHOTAa M HACOYEHOCT Ha
n3cnenoBaTesiCKMA npouec. AcCHUTE uenn nomarat ga ce CTPYKTypupaT MeToao/sorvaTa Ha
n3cnenBaHeTo, CbOMPaAHETO Ha AaHHM, aHANMU3BT U UHTEPNPETAUMATA, KaTO rapaHTUpaT, ye
n3cnepBaHeTo OcCTaBa nocnefoBaTenHo M cbobpaseHo ¢ npeasuaeHata uen. OcBeH Tosa
fobpe pedvHMpaHUTe LUenn ynecHasBaT pasbupaHeTo mexay wuscnegoBaTens U
3aMHTepecoBaHUTE CTPAHU, KAaTO Hanpumep KOHCYNTaHTW, u3caefoBaTenm U NoTeHUUaANHU
yutatenn, Kato dopmyampat obxBata WM OYaKBaHMATAa Ha AucepTaumaTa. Ypes
YCTAaHOBABAHETO HA ACHM LUeAn pgucepTaumata moxKe eqdeKTMBHO [Ja OTroBOpuM Ha
n3cnenoBaTesiCKuTe BbMNPOCU, Aa AONPUHece 33 CblUEeCTBYBaWMTE 3HAHWA U A3 U3NDBJHU
aKageMWYHUTE W3UCKBAHWA, KAaTO B KpalHa CMeTKa YBEeAMYM CBOATA 3HAYMMOCT M
Bb34elcTBME B Hay4yHaTa OOLLHOCT.

MbpBa rnaBa npaBu nperneg Ha nNoauTUKaTa B M3TtouyHoTO CpeausemHoOmopUe, Kato
ce GOKycupa BbpXy Bb3MNPUATUATA M FeonoanTUYECKaTa 3HAYMMOCT. B HeAa ce pasrnexxpar
OCHOBHUTE UIPayM U 3aMHTEPECOBAHWN CTPaHW, TEXHUTE UHTEPECU M B3AaUMOAENCTBMETO UM.
lpbuKaTa M TypcKaTa rneaHa TOYKa M TexHUTe cOAbCKBaWM ce uHTepecu no Kunbpckua
BBMPOC Ca NOA/NIOMKEHN HA KPUTUYEH aHaNM3. AHaZIM3NPAHA € U eHepPrnMiHaTa reono/sInTMKa B
MN3TouHOTO CpeansemHomopume. CneumaneH pasgen B Nbpsea r1aBa € NocBeTeH Ha BbHLIHUTE
urpaun B mrpaTa 3a Bnact B U3TouHoTO CpegmsemHomopue, BKAOUMTENHO Kutail, Pycus,
HATO wn EC. [naBaTa 3aBbpluBa C MHBa3MATa Ha Pycma B YKpalHa M HEMHOTO Bb3AENCTBME
BbpXYy reonoanTrkarta Ha U3toyHoTo CpeansemHomopue.

BbB BTOpa rnaBa e HanpasBeH KPUTUYEH npernes Ha KOHKypupaliuTe ce MHTepecu Ha
CALL, n Knutalh B permoHa u TexHute nocnegmum 3a Mpuma. OueHeHn ca pasNnyHM BapuaHTH
Ha nonuTuKaTa. OBCTOMHO ca pasrnefaHu cTpaTternsata M ob6xeBaTbT Ha KuTal B Mbpuma u
MN3TouHOTO CpegmsemMHOMOpPME, KAKTO N OTHOLLEHMETO Ha rvpunte Kbm Knutai. Bropata yact
Ha raBa 2 e <¢oKycMpaHa Bbpxy aHanu3a Ha nogxoaa Ha CALL kbm WU3TOuHOTO
CpegmsemHomMopue U HamecaTa MM B cTpaTernsta Ha Kutail. PasrnegaHm ca 3anosnte Ha

CALL B CpegmsemHomopmeTo 1 ponaTta Ha Mpuma, Kakto n ponAata Ha CALL 3a HacbpyaBaHe
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Ha pernoHanHus 6anaHc 4ype3 CbTpygHMYecTBO B 06/nacTTa Ha MMpa M CUTYPHOCTTA.
OTaeneHo e Heob6xoAMMOTO BHMMaHME Ha eHepruimHaTa CUTYPHOCT U CBbP3aHUTE C HeA
reonosIMTUYECKU CbNepHMNYeCTBa.

Tpeta rnasa BKAKOYBA EMMUPUYHO MpPOyYBaHE, OCHOBAHO Ha CTPYKTYPUPaAHU
WHTEpPBIOTA C NOAUTULN, BU3HECMEHU, HENPABUTENCTBEHU OpraHW3auMn U NpeacTaBuTenu
Ha aKagemMuyHuUTe cpeau, KOeTo AaBa 3aAbnboyeH nornes BbpXy HauMHa, MO KOWMTO ce
Bb3NpMema rpblLKaTa BbHLHA NOAMTUKA BbB BPb3KA CbC cTpaTternyeckute uenun Ha CALL um
Kutali. B gonbaHEeHWe KbM ToBa ce 06CbKAaT M 0b606uiaBaT cTpaTernyeckmatr msbop u
BbHLHONOAUTUYECKATa poaa Ha Mpuna B urpata Ha cunum B M3TouHoTo CpeansemHomopue.

3aKNlo4eHMeTo NpeacTaBA  KOPeKTHO W aobpe CTPYKTypUpaHO onucaHWe Ha
NOCTUMKEHMATA Ha AUCEPTALMOHHOTO M3C/AeABaHe, KaTo CBbpP3Ba pe3ynTatute U TexHUA
aHaNM3 C NbpPBOHAYaNHO MOCTaBEHUTE Uenu, 33a4ayu, XUNoTesn WU U3Ce[0BaTe/ICKU
BbNPOCHK.

B npunorKeHneTo e BKAYEH BbNPOCHMKBT 32 CTPYKTYPUPAHU MHTEPBIOTA.

KaTto uAano, u3noxeHmeto peanunsmpa B NbAHOTA U3CNEA0BATE/ICKUTE HAMEPEHMUA,
CTPYKTypaTa € NnoAxoAlla U AormMyHa, U3NoN3BaHUTE U3CNe[0BaTeICKM MEeTOAMU, U3TOYHULMU

M Hay4YHa nuTepaTypa ca aobpe noabpaHu.

4. OueHKa Ha Hay4yHUTE U HAaYYHO-NPUNOXKHU NPUHOCH
N3cnepBaHeTo HECbMHEHO MMa NPUHOCEH xapaKktep. Cpen 6e3cnopHuTe npuHOCK
MOXeM Aa npuemem:

e 3agbnboyasaHe M NnpngobmBaHe HA HOBM 3HAHWUA 3@ NO3MLNOHMPAHETO Ha MpumA B
bopbata Ha cuamte B M3TOUHOTO CpeanseMHOMOpUE, BKIKOYUTENHO  3a
Bb3MOXHOCTUTE HA HelMHATa BbHLIHA NONUTUKA;

e [lpoy4yBaHeTO M CcpaBHABAHETO Ha MHTepecuTe M nonutukute Ha Kutam n CAL B
perMoHa cnomara 3a 3agbnboyaBaHe Ha pasbupaHeTo 3a AMHaMMKaTa Ha
OTHOLLEeHMATa MeXAay ABeTe CUu;

e KpuTuyeH npernes Ha rpbLKaTa BbHLWHA NOAUTUKA

e [IpoBexpaHe Ha HE3aBUCMMO KayeCTBEHO W3cnefBaHe upe3 CTPYKTYpupaHu
WHTEPBIOTAa C BDBMPOCHUK 33 OUEHKA HAa Bb3MOXHOCTMUTE 3a rpbLKaTa BbHLUHA

NONNTUKA.



KaTto uano, TpyabT oboraTtaBga 6bnrapcr<aTa noanTonorna ¢ HOBM 3HaHUA 3a rpbUKaTa
BbHLUHA NOZINTUKA M rambuTta Ha CcuantTe B TreonosINTUKaTa Ha M3TOYHOTO

CpeaunsemHomopue.

5. OueHKa Ha ny6anKauuuTe No gucepraumaTa
[OKTOPaHTLT MMa Tpu nyb6aAMKauuK, CBbP3aHW C TemaTa Ha AucepTaumATta, KOeTo
MOKa3Ba Lie/1IeHaco4eHOCT M NOCAeA0BaTe/IHOCT Ha U3C/1e0BaTe/ICKUTE NHTEPECH.
e Kafestidis, S., GREEK CONCERNS ABOUT POWER GAMBIT IN THE EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN, cn. MexayHapogHa noauntuka, bp. 1/ 2023, c.114-128

http://ip.swu.bg/mod/page/view.php?id=13

e Kadectmauc, C., Kpm3sa 1 eBPOCKENTULM3bM: TPBLKUAT CAydait, cn. FfeononnTuka, 6p.
3/ 2023
https://geopolitica.eu/2023/205-broy-3-2023/3760-kriza-i-evroskeptitsizam-
gratskiyat-sluchay

e Kadectnamc, C., TPAHCOOPMALIMA HA NAPTUMHATA CUCTEMA B PENYB/MKA
MpPLUMA B HAYANOTO HA XXI BEK, cn. MexayHapoaHu oTHoweHus, 6p. 1/2023
https://spisaniemo.bg/category/broeve/2023/1-2023/

6. OueHKa Ha aBTOopedepaTa
MpepctaBeHMAT aBTopedepaT B 06em OT 52 CTpaHULM KOPEKTHO M B 3HAUYUTE/IHA
CTeneH OTpas3fABa CbAbPXKAHMETO M HAKOM BaAX¥HW aKLEHTM, KOHCTaTauuu, u3BOAU W

06006LeHMA Ha AnUCEPTALMOHHMA TPYA,.

7. KputnuHu 6enexxkn, npenopbKu U BbNPOCK

Bbnpeku ye He CblLecTBYBa U3PUYEH TEOPETUYEH MOAES, BbPXY KOWTO ce NpoBexaa
AVNCEepPTaLMOHHOTO M3cneaBaHe, B rasn 1 n 2 ce NpenautaT KPUTUYEH reonoIUTUYECKM
aHaNM3 W CpaBHUTENEH BDLHLIHOMNONUTUYECKM aHanu3, a B rnaBa 3 e MpoBefeHO MU
npeacTaBeHO eMNUPUYHO M3CNeaBaHe, BKAOYBALLO AMCKYPCEH aHAIM3 Ha Bb3NPUATMATA HA
nonuTuumTe, bM3Heca U HenpaBUTENCTBEHUTE OPraHU3aLUMN.

Ob6CbKAaMKM BbHLWHOMNOAUTUYECKATA PoNA Ha Mbpuma, cM CTpyBa Aa ce pasriena u
BMABLT Ha /IMAEPCTBOTO M KaK TO B/AMAEe BbpXy BbHLWHATa NOAWUTMKA. B Tasu Bpb3Ka

AOKTOPAHTBT 61 moron Aa pa3pa60TM KakK ctunnoBete Ha nngepcrtso BJIMAAT BbBPXY
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http://ip.swu.bg/mod/page/view.php?id=13
https://spisaniemo.bg/category/broeve/2023/1-2023/

BbHLHOMO/NMTUYECKATa PoaA Ha Mpuma BbB B3aMMOAENCTBUETO Ha UHTepecuTe Ha CALL n
Kutan B W3TO4HOTO CpegusemHomopue - Hanpumep CTUIOBETE Ha PbKOBOACTBO Ha

MNanangpey, MuuoTakuc, KapamaHauc, Limnpac.

8. 3akKnrueHue
Ha BHMMaAHMETO Ha HAY4YHOTO IKyYpM € MnpeacTaBeHO efHO 3aBbpLUEeHO,
CaMOCTOATENNHO pPeasin3MpaHo ANCEPTALMOHHO M3CeaBaHE, KOETO AEMOHCTPUPA YMEHMUATA

Ha AOKTOpaHTa Aa dopmynunpa u uscnensa HayyHu npobnemu.

Mo mos npeueHKa, AUCEPTALMOHHUAT TPYA € pa3paboTeH B AOCTaTbyHa CTEMEH U
YO0BNETBOPABA OCHOBHUTE U3MCKBAHMA Ha 3aKOHa 3a Pa3BUTUETO Ha aKafeMUYHUA CbCTaB B
Penybnnka bbarapua w  [lpaBuaHMKA 3a HEroBoTo npwunaraHe. Bb3 ocHoBa Ha
rOpeunssioKeHOTO B peleH3nATa, AaBamM MNONOXUTENHO CTaHOBMLLE 33 MPUCHXKAAHETO Ha
CtunmnaHoc Bacunmoc Kadectngmc Ha OHC ,, nokTop” B MpodecnoHanHo HanpasaeHue: 3.3.
Monutnyeckn Hayku, HayyHa cneumanHocT: Monutonorma (MexAyHapoAHW OTHOLWEHMA W

BbHLUHA MNOJIUTUKA).

15.03.2024 / Coduna MOAMNMMUC: e

pou. ao-p NMNnhameH Panyes



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

DISSERTATION REVIEW

From: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Plamen Marinov Ralchev

UNWE, Department of International Relations;

Research field: 3.3. Political Science, Political Science (Foreign Policy and International
Relations)

Regarding reviewed doctoral dissertation in research field 3.3 Political Science, Political

Science at the UNWE

Reason for submitting the review: participation in the scientific jury for the defense of the
dissertation in accordance with the Order No. 563/06.03.2024 of the Vice-Rector for
Research of the UNWE

Author of the dissertation: Stylianos Vasilios Kafestidis

Topic of the doctoral dissertation: US-China Relations and Greece’s Regional Role as a

Bridge between them in the Eastern Mediterranean

1. Information about the PhD candidate

The PhD candidate Stylianos Kafestidis has been studying in the period 28.04.2020 -
28.04.2023 as a PhD student in the PhD program at the Department of International
Relations, Faculty of International Economics and Politics of the UNWE in the professional
field 3.3. Political Science, Doctoral Program "Political Science", according to the Order of the

Rector of UNWE Ne 1135/20.05.2020.

Stylianos Kafestidis has received a Master's degree in International Economic Relations

from UNWE and a second Master's degree in International Business from London Southbank
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University, London, UK. His professional experience has been gained both in the private
sector, related to the management and development of companies operating in
international markets, and in the public sector as a consultant to various government
institutions and as an evaluator/auditor of the implementation of various projects, programs
and public procurements, including those funded by the EU. The candidate has an impressive
professional experience which the dissertation submitted for defense further upgrades. He
has fulfilled all the obligations laid down in his individual plan, including examinations and
publications. Upon completion of the PhD Program, he was discharged with the right to
defend his dissertation and the responsible department has started the procedure for public
defense. The doctoral candidate meets the minimum national requirements for the award of

the PhD degree.

2. General Overview of the Dissertation

The volume of the dissertation is 185 pages. It consists of an introduction, three
chapters, conclusion and bibliography. The chapters are divided into paragraphs. The
bibliography contains 124 titles, including books, articles and official documents. The text of

the dissertation includes 5 tables, 9 maps and 4 charts.

The research topic is of utmost relevance. The East Mediterranean, a vital crossroad
connecting Europe, Asia, and Africa, is strategically vital for maritime trade and energy
transportation due to its proximity to major shipping lanes like the Suez Canal and Turkish

Straits.

Major powers such as the United States, Russia, China, and Europe retain military
interests and alliances in the Eastern Mediterranean. This critical region serves as a stage for
proxy rivalry and influence operations, escalating regional tensions and exacerbating current
conflicts. Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar strive for power by backing rival factions, funding
terrorist organizations, and leveraging economic and diplomatic relations. Diplomatic efforts
to manage tensions and resolve conflicts in the East Mediterranean involve a complex web
of bilateral and multilateral initiatives, but divergent interests, historical grievances, and
geopolitical rivalries frequently stymie progress, resulting in diplomatic deadlock and

ongoing instability.



The research into the interplay of U.S. and Chinese interests in the Eastern
Mediterranean holds immense importance in understanding the evolving geopolitical
dynamics of the region. As both superpowers increasingly assert their influence in this
strategically vital area, comprehending their respective interests, motivations, and
interactions becomes crucial for predicting potential outcomes and mitigating conflicts.
Greece, situated at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa, plays a pivotal role in this
interplay. As a NATO member and EU state, Greece serves as a bridge between Western and
Eastern powers, providing a unique vantage point for observing and influencing geopolitical
developments. By conducting research into the U.S.-China dynamic in the Eastern
Mediterranean, scholars and policymakers can identify opportunities for Greece to leverage
its position as a mediator and facilitator of dialogue, contributing to regional stability,

economic development, and diplomatic cooperation.

3. Evaluation of conducted research

This research focuses on the geopolitical rivalries in the Eastern Mediterranean, the role
of different actors involved, and the implications for Greece. The research aims to examine
the projections of US and Chinese interests in the region and the regional role of Greece, an
EU member state, as a bridge between them. The thesis assumes that Greece has strategic,
economic, diplomatic, and military relations with the US, has developed economic relations
with China, which might be beneficial but might also bring Greece at odds with the US, and
that Greece "imagines" itself as a bridge and communication channel between the US and

China in the Eastern Mediterranean and Eastern Europe.

The research methods include critical geopolitical analysis, comparative foreign policy
analysis, profiling of external and regional actors, and designing a research model to
deconstruct major stakeholders' interests and objectives in the Eastern Mediterranean. The
research questions and objectives include assessing the extent to which the American factor
can assist Greece as an EU member state, the views of EU institutions, member states, and
the US on China's growing economic presence in Greece, and the impact of Chinese

investments on US-China relations and Greek foreign policy options.
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The dissertation has clearly defined goals, which serve as the guiding framework for the
research study. These goals delineate the specific objectives and outcomes that the
dissertation aims to achieve, providing clarity and focus to the research process. Clear goals
help to structure the research methodology, data collection, analysis, and interpretation,
ensuring that the study remains coherent and aligned with its intended purpose.
Additionally, well-defined goals facilitate communication between the researcher and
stakeholders, such as advisors, peers, and potential readers, by articulating the scope and
expectations of the dissertation. By establishing clear goals, the dissertation can effectively
address research questions, contribute to existing knowledge, and fulfill academic
requirements, ultimately enhancing its significance and impact within the scholarly

community.

The first chapter provides an overview of East Mediterranean politics, focusing on
perceptions and geopolitical relevance. It considers major players and stakeholders, their
interests, and their interplays. Both Greek and Turkish perspectives and their clashing
interests on the Cyprus issue are critically assessed. The energy geopolitics in the Eastern
Mediterranean are also analyzed. A special section in the first chapter is dedicated to
external players in the Eastern Mediterranean power game, including China, Russia, NATO
and the EU. The chapter concludes with Russia’s invasion in Ukraine and its impact on the

Eastern Mediterranean geopolitics.

The second chapter critically reviews the US and China's competing interests in the
region and their implications for Greece. Different policy options are assessed. China’s
strategy and outreach in Greece and Eastern Mediterranean are elaborated thoroughly, as
well as Greek’s attitudes toward China. The second part of chapter 2 is focused on analysis of
the US approach to the Eastern Mediterranean and its Interfering with China’s strategy. US
stakes in the Mediterranean and the role of Greece are considered as well as the role of the
US in promoting regional balance through peace and security cooperation. Due attention is

given to energy security and related geopolitical rivalries.

The third chapter includes an empirical study based on structured interviews with policy-
makers, businesspeople, NGOs, and academia, providing an in-depth view of how Greek

foreign policy is perceived in relation to US and China's strategic objectives. In addition to
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that, strategic choices and foreign policy role of Greece in the Eastern Mediterranean power

game are discussed and summarized.

The conclusion presents a correct and well-structured account of the accomplishments
of the dissertation research, relating the findings and their analysis with the initially set

goals, objectives, hypotheses and research questions.
In the supplement section the questionnaire for structured interviews has been included.

Overall, the dissertation text fully realizes the research intentions, the structure is
appropriate and logical, the research methods, sources and scientific literature used are well

selected.

4. Evaluation of scholarly contributions

The study undoubtedly has scholarly contributions. Among the indisputable

contributions, we can list:

1. Deepening and acquiring new knowledge about the positioning of Greece in the

power gambit in the Eastern Mediterranean, including its foreign policy options

2. The study and comparison of Chinese and US interests and policies in the region

helps to deepen understanding of the dynamics of relations between the two powers
3. Critical review of Greek foreign policy

4. Conducting an independent qualitative research through structured interviews with

guestionnaire to assess Greek foreign policy options

The work enriches Bulgarian political science with new knowledge about Greek foreign

policy and power gambits in East Mediterranean geopolitics.

5. Evaluation of published work in relation with the dissertation thesis

The PhD candidate has three publications related to the dissertation topic, which

demonstrates consistent research interests.
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e Kafestidis, S., GREEK CONCERNS ABOUT POWER GAMBIT IN THE EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN, cn. MexxayHapoaHa nojauTtuka, op. 1/ 2023, ¢.114-128
http://ip.swu.bg/mod/page/view.php?id=13

e Kadecruauc, C., Kpuza u eBpOCKEeNTUIIM3BM: TPBIKHUAT Ciiy4ai, cr. ['eomonuTtuka,
op. 3/2023
https://geopolitica.eu/2023/205-broy-3-2023/3760-kriza-i-evroskeptitsizam-gratskiyat-
sluchay

e Kabectuauc, C., TPAHCOPOPMAIIUSI HA IIAPTUMHATA CUCTEMA B
PEITYBJIMKA I'bPLHUA B HAYAJIOTO HA XXI BEK, cn. MexmyHapoaHu
otHomeHus, op. 1/2023 https://spisaniemo.bg/category/broeve/2023/1-2023/

6. Evaluation of the Dissertation Abstract

The presented dissertation abstract in a volume of 52 pages correctly and to a significant
extent reflects the content and certain important highlights, findings, conclusions and

summaries of the dissertation work.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

Although there is no explicit theoretical model, on which the dissertation research is
conducted, implicitly, in chapters 1 and 2 a critical geopolitical analysis and comparative
foreign policy analysis are intertwined, and an empirical survey featuring discourse analysis
of policy-makers, business and NGO community’s perceptions is conducted and presented in

chapter 3.

Discussing the foreign policy role of Greece, it is worth considering also the type of
leadership and how it affects foreign policy. In this regard, the PhD candidate could
elaborate how leaderships’ styles impact on foreign policy role of Greece in the interplay of
US and Chinese interests in the Eastern Mediterranean — e.g. the leadership styles of

Papandreou, Mitsotakis, Karamanlis, Tzipras.
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Conclusion

A completed, independently realized dissertation research is presented to the
attention of the scientific jury, which demonstrates the doctoral student's skills in

formulating and researching scientific problems.

In my opinion, the dissertation is sufficiently developed and satisfies the basic
requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria
and the Regulations for its implementation. On the basis of the above mentioned in the
review, | give a positive opinion for the award of the degree of Ph.D. in the Professional field
3.3. Political Science (International Relations and Foreign Policy) to Stylianos Vasilios

Kafestidis.

15.03.2024/ Sofia s

Assoc. Prof. PLAMEN RALCHEV, PhD
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