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Cpeduzemnomopue

Ocnoganue 3a TipeNCTaBsIHE HAa CTAaHOBWIIETO: y4aCTHE B ChCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO
KYPH TIO 3allIUTa Ha TUCEPTAMOHHUS TPy chryiacHo 3aroBen Ne563./06.03.2024 na
Pexropa na YHCC.

1. Undopmainus 3a 1TMcepTAHTA

JuceprantsT ce € oOyuyaBaJl MO JIOKTOpCKa MporpamMa KbM KaTeapa
»2MeXIyHapoaHu OTHOImEHUs* Qakynrer ,MexIyHapoaHa HWKOHOMHKA U
nomutuka“ YHCC no ,,/lonumonoeus ““ ceriacHo 3anoBes Ha 3aM.-pektopa o HN/]
Ha YHCC Ne1135/20.05.2020 OO0y4eHneTo € OCBIIECTBEHO B c860000Ha (hopma Tipe3
nepuona 28.04.2020-28.04.2024.

2. O01a XxapaKTepHCTHKA HA NPeCTABeHUs TUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/

Hucepranusra e ¢ ooem 187 crpanuiiy, OT KOUTO 12 CTpaHUIM U3TOUYHUIM U
5 CTpaHMIIM BBIIPOCHUK 3a CTPYKTYPUPAHO JABIO0UYMHHO MHTEpBIO. CTpyKTypaTa Ha
JIUCEPTALIMATA CE ChCTOU OT TPU OCHOBHH TJIABU, YBOJ U 3aKJIFOUCHHUE.

TpyabT mnpencTaBisiBa TPUHOC KbM pa3OMpaHETO Ha ChBpPEMEHHATa
reonojuThyecka quHamuka B 3rounoro CpeauzemHoMopue. B Hayanoto Ha Tekcra
aBTOPBHT BHUMATEIHO M3THKBA 3HAYEHUETO HA ['bpIiMs 32 pErMOHATHUTE MPOLIECH B
KOHTeKcTa Ha chnepHudecTBoTo Mexay CAILl u Kurait. M3nomn3Baiiku crpareru-
YECKOTO CH reorpad)CKO TOJIOKEHHE W TIPOMEHSIIHMS C€ HWKOHOMHYECKH W
MOJIMTUYECKU Tiei3ax, ['bpius ce ouepTaBa KaTo ONOpPHA TOYKA KAKTO 3a TPBIKO-



KUTaNCKUTE, Taka U 3a IPBLKO-aMEPUKAHCKUTE OTHOLIEHUs, KaTo Mpuio0MBa BCe
IIO-TOJIIMO 3HAYEHWE 3a PErMOHATIHATa JuHamuKa. CTpaTrern4eckoTo MeECTOIOJIO-
eHue Ha ['bpuus Ha KpbcTombTs Ha EBpomna, A3ust u Adpuxa st paBu BaKeH
naptHeop kakto 3a CAIlLl, taka u 3a Kurail o OTHOIIEHME Ha TBPrOBUSTA U
uHBecTuIMuTe. Kato HachpyaBa akTMBHO HMKOHOMHYECKOTO CBHTPYIHHYECTBO U
THPIOBUSTA MEXKAY JIBETE CTPaHU, I 'bpLivs MOKE 1a HACHKPYM B3AUMHUTE TIOJI3U U 1
CIIOMOT'HE 3a IO-ITO3UTUBHU OTHOILIEHHs. Karto ce 3acThlBa 3a 1uaior, Jeeckaianus
Ha HaIpEeKEHUETO U MEXAHM3MH 3a CHTPYAHUYECTBO B 00JaCTTa HA CUTYPHOCTTA B
pervoHa, ['bpiust Moke J1a TOPUHECE 3a Ch3IaBAHETO Ha CpeAa, OnaronpusTCTBaIla
nogoOpsiBaHeTo Ha oTHoIeHusATa Mexkay CALL u Kuraii.

@oKychT M II€NTa Ha aBTOpa Ca J1a MOCOYM OCHOBHHUTE €JIEMEHTH Ha
CHTPYJIHUYECTBOTO MEX]y T€3U CTPaHU; MPEIU3BUKATEICTBATA U Bb3MOKHOCTHTE;
BBTPEIIHUTE W BBHIIHUTE (DAKTOPH, KOUTO BB3IPEMATCTBAT WM MOJIOMaratr
OTHOUICHUATA UM; Y PA3BUTHE HA CLICHAPUH.

[lpenMersT Ha H3CIEABAHETO M M3CIECIOBATEICKUTE TEMH ca J00pe
nedunupanu. [lpenMersT Ha U3CIEIBaHETO O0OXBAIA T'€OMNOIUTUYECKOTO ChIIEPHU-
yecTBO B M3rouHOTO Cpenn3eMHOMOpHE, poiATa Ha pa3InYHATE YYaCTHULU M
nocnenuiure 3a  ['espumst. M3cnenoBatenckata Te3a ce  (okycupa BBPXY
B3aUMOJIEUCTBUETO U KOHKYypeHImsTa Mexxny CAILl u Kutait B U3rounoro Cpenu-
3€MHOMOpPHE U BHHIIHOIMOJIMTHYECKATA pOJIsl Ha ["bpIKsl B Ta3u CTpaTerMyecKka urpa
Ha cwii. CliefoBaTeNnHO LENUTEe W 3a/1a4dTe Ha M3CIIEIBAHETO Ca ChIJIACyBaHU U
yMeCTHU. B nucepranusTa e HalpaBeH OMUT Ja ce pas3rienar NPOeKUMUTE HA UHTE-
pecure Ha CAILl n Kurait B I3rounoro CpeauzeMHOMOpHE M pErMOHAIHATA POJIS
Ha ['bprus, appkaBa - wieHka Ha EC, kaTo MOCT MeXy TAX.

[IpernenbT Ha JMTEpaTypara ce€ CbhCPEAOTOYABA BBPXY JMICaTa Ha
JOCTAThYHO M3CJIEIBAHUS 1 IOCOYBA 3aIlI0 TEMATa UMa HY>KJa OT [I0BEYE BHUMAaHHUE.

3. OueHka HA MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHM U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU Pe3yJITaTH

B nucepranmsTa ca M3MOI3BAHU Pa3HOOOPA3HU HM3CIIEOBATEICKH METOMM,
IIPEIMMHO Ka4eCTBEHH, 3a Jia CE MOJIY4M IPEAcTaBa 3a PErMOHAIHATA JVMHAMUKA.
EmMnupruynnTre JaHHM ca  U3BICYEHM OT KPUTHYEH JIMTEPATYpPEH Iperden,
CPaBHUTEJNIEH IUCKYPCEH aHAIU3 W CTPYKTYPUPAHW HHTEPBIOTA C BBIPOCHUK C
n30paHd TMPEJICTaBUTENIM Ha TMOJUTULUTE W OWM3HEC CpeluTe, KakTo M Ha
HEMNPABUTEJICTBEHUTE OPraHU3alluU U aKaJIEMUYHUSI CEKTOP.

[IppBara riaBa NpeacTaBs LJIOCTEH MPETIE HA MOJMTHKATa Ha M3TOYHOTO
CpennzeMHOMOpHE, BKJIFOYBAll MCTOPUYECKH, TE€OMOIMTUYECKM W COLIMAIHO-
MKOHOMMYECKH aHanu3u. lloguepranu ca paznuuHu NpoOsieMu, KOH(QIUKTH U
BB3MOXKHOCTH. OCOOEHO BHMMAaHUE € OTIEJIEHO Ha Mrparta 3a BiacT B M3TOYHOTO
CpeanzeMHOMOpPYE M Ha MPECHYAHETO HAa PErMOHAHUTE U TNIOOATHUTE T€OIOJIH-
THYECKU (aKTOpU. AKIEHTHT € MOCTaBEH BBPXY IbpP)KaBUTE M MEXKIyHAPOIHUTE



opranuzauuu. Kato o0sicHsIBa OCIEAULIMTE OT TPBLKO-KUTANCKUTE U aMEPUKAHCKO-
IPBLKUTE OTHOIICHUS, TUCEPTALUsTA JONPUHACS 332 €HO HIOAHCHUPAHO pa3dupaHe
Ha pervoHajHaTa reonoiuThka. Hauamnata riaBa ce cTpeMu Ja NpernoCTaBU
ISUIOCTHO HM3CNE[BAHE HAa Pa3IMYHUA TEMU, HUHTEPECH, MpoOJIeMU, KOH(MIMKTA U
TMIO3ULIMH, CBBP3aHHU C IIPEeIMETa Ha TUCePTALIUSTA.

Bropa rnaBa ce 3aHuMMaBa ¢ ISUIOCTEH aHAIU3 HA KOHKYPHUpAIUTE Ce
unrepecu Ha CAILl n Kuraii B pernona Ha M3rounoro CpenuzemHomopue. Tazu
IJlaBa CIIy>KM KaTo XpaHWIHILE Ha OOIIMPHU JAaHHU, JAOMBJIHEHU C WIIOCTPATUBHU
rpaduku ¥ mompoOHa WHGOpPMAIWS, C LIENT Ja Ce U3SICHAT KIFOYOBHTE (pakTopu U
HIOAHCHPAHUTE MPOOJIEMU B PETHOHA.

ToBa, KoeTo oT/IMYaBa Ta3W IJiaBa, € MHOTOCTPAHHMAT IOJIXOJ Ha aBTOpa,
KOWTO M3ITM3a W3BBH PAMKUTE Ha TPAJAWIMOHHHUS TEOMOJMTHYECKH aHAIM3, 3a J1a
BHHKHE B OCHOBHUTE CAMOOIICHKH Ha BCSKA HAIWA. YMEJO yJIaBSiK{ HIOAHCUTE Ha
CaMOBB3IPUEMAHETO HA BCSKA JbpyKaBa, aBTOPHT OCBETJISIBA OCHOBHUTE (PAKTOPH,
ONpE/ICIAIM TEXHUTE JICMCTBHA M CTpAaTeTMM Ha MeXIyHaponHara creHa. llo
CBIIECTBO BTOpaTa IJlaBa CIy)KM KaTo KJIIOYOB MOMEHT B JHUCEpTalUsATa,
npenaradlki MHOTOJIMKO U3CJIE/IBAHE HAa CIIOXKHOTO B3aMMOJICHCTBHE MEXIY
Coemuuenute matu 1 Kutait B pamkure Ha M3rounoro CpeauzeMHOMOpHE.

Tperata raBa ce onuTBa Ja MPOYYM CTPATErMUYECKUTE BbH3MOXKHOCTH Ha
['bprmist 1 A2 OIEHW MOTEHIIMATIHATA M POJIi KaTo MOCT WM mepudepeH urpad B
TCONOJIMTUYECKUST Tiei3aK. Bb3 OCHOBA Ha €MIUPUYHHU JaHHU, CHOpaHU upe3
CTPYKTYpUpaHH WHTEpPBIOTA Ta3W TIJlaBa TPEACTaBi IIEHHA TPO3PEHUs 3a
MO3UIIMOHUPAHETO Ha ['bpIWs B perroHa.

OCHOBHUST TEKCT Ha JUCEpTalMATa YCIsBa J1a TIOKPUE MTOCTABEHHUTE LIENU U
3a7aud. METOOJIOTUYHUAT arnapaT OTroBaps Ha TEOPETUYHUTE MAOMYCKAHUS U
yCIIsiBa 1a M3BEZIC BAKHHU EMITUPUYHH JOKA3aTEIICTBA 32 XUTIOTE3UTE.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-NIPUJIOKHU IPUHOCH
Crummanoc Bacummoc Kadectrauc e mocoumnn 4eTupu NpUHOCH KaTo pe3yiTaT OT
cBog Tpyd. OlieHKata MU €, Y€ M YETUPUTE NMPUHOCA Ca AJACKBATHO MOCOYEHU M
MIPEJICTABEHU B IUCEpTAIIHSITA

5. Ounenka Ha MyOJMKAIAMTE 110 UCEPTAIUATA

JlucepTaHThT € TPWIOKWI 3 CaMOCTOSATENHU IyOJIMKAllMu — CTaTUd B
CHCIUAIM3UPAHN HAy4YHM W3IJaHUsI — W TpPUTE OTrOBapsAT Ha TeMara Ha
JUCEPTALIMOHHOTO U3CJIEIBAHE.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepara

ABtopedeparsT € ¢ 06eM 60 cTpaHUIM U OTpa3siBa aIEKBATHO KIFOUOBHUTE
eNIeMEHTH Ha JucepranusTa. Te3ute, LENIUTE, 3aJaYylTe METOAUTE, aHAJIM3UTE U
aKTyaJIJHOCTTa Ha MpobJieMa ca KOpPEKTHO Mpe/cTaBeHr B aBTopedepara. [Ipencra-



BCHA € CIIpaBKa 3a IIPUHOCUTC HAa HAYUYHUA TPY, KAKTO M 3a HAIIPABCHUTC HY6JII/IK3.-
oW 110 TCMAarta.

7. Kpurnunm 0ej1e;KKu, Npenopbku U BbIPOCH

TekcTbT OM MMaJT TOJI3a OT MPELM3UPAHE, 3a JIa CE OTCTPAHST MOBTOPCHHATA
U J1a ce TOoA00pHU MOTOKBT OT apryMEHTH Mexay pasnenure. OCBEH TOBa yCTaHO-
BSIBAHETO HA IOCJIEIOBATEIHA aHAJMTHYHA paMKa OM yJIeCHWIO 0000IIaBaHeTo Ha
OCHOBHHTE KOHCTATaIlMH M MPO3PEHHS B OTACTHUTE TJ1aBu. OCHOBHATA MPENOpbhKa
TYK € J]a c€ IOI00pY BUIMMOCTTA U Pa30MpaHeTo Ha TEOPETUYHATA PAMKa, 3aJIeTHAIA B
ocHOBaTa Ha paborara. Ch3mgaBaHeTo Ha 1oOpe neduHMpaHa TEOpETHYHA paMKa IIie
CITOMOTHE M 33 OYEPTaBaHETO Ha IMO-SICHU BPB3KU MEKIY TCOPHUSITA U SMITMPUIHUTE
pesyiTary.

8. 3akiroueHue

CMmsiTaM, ye JUCEPTAMOHHUAT TPYZ ChIbpKa HAy4YHU, HAYYHO-TIPWIOKHU U
NPUIOKHU PE3yJITaTH, KOWUTO NPEACTaBISIBAT OPUIMHAIECH IPUHOC B HAayKaTa U
OTroOBapsAT HA U3UCKBAHMATA HA 3aKOHA 33 Pa3BUTHETO HA aKaJEMUYHHS ChCTaB B
PenyOnuka beirapus u [IpaBuiiHrKa 3a HETOBOTO IIpUJIAaraHe.

[lopagy ropen3noKeHOTO AaBaM CBOSITA MOJIOKUTETHA OLEHKA HA IPOBE-
JICHOTO M3CIIENBaHE M Tpe/ylaraM Ha YBaKaEMOTO HAYYHO JKypH Ja MPHCHIH
o0pa3zoBaTeIHaTa U Hay4yHa CTereH ,,JokTop  Ha CtumsiHoc Bacumoc Kadectumuc no
npodecroHanHa HanpasieHue: [lomuTraecku HayKu, CrielMamHocT ,,] lomronorms .

17.03.2024/Codust [Mogmuc: ..o,



Opinion

From: assoc. prof Boyan Asenov Hadzhiev, PhD
Department of International Relations, UNWE

For: Dissertation for the conferment of the degree - Doctor in Political Science at
the UNWE

Reason for submitting the review: participation in the composition of the
scientific jury for the defense of the dissertation according to Order Ne563./06.03.2024
of the Rector of UNWE.

Author of the dissertation: Stylianos Vasilios Kafestidis

Title: US-China Relations and Greece’s Regional Role as a Bridge between them
in the Eastern Mediterranean

1. Information about the author
Stylianos Kafestidis was educated in the PhD program at the Department of
International Relations, Faculty of International Economics and Politics, UNWE in
Political Science according to the Order of the Deputy Rector of the UNWE
Ne1135/20.05.2020.

2. Evaluation of the qualities of the dissertation
The dissertation is 187 pages, including 12 pages of sources and 5 pages of interview
questionnaire. The structure consists of three main chapters, introduction and conclusion.

The dissertation stands as a contribution to understanding contemporary
geopolitical dynamics in the Eastern Mediterranean. At the beginning of the text, the
author carefully points out the importance of Greece for regional processes in the context
of the US-China rivalry. Leveraging its strategic geographic location and evolving
economic and political landscape, Greece emerges as a linchpin for both Greek-Chinese
and Greek-US relations, wielding increasing significance for regional dynamics.
Greece's strategic location at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa makes it an
important partner for both the US and China in terms of trade and investment. By
actively promoting economic cooperation and trade between the two countries, Greece
can encourage mutual benefits and foster a more positive relationship. By advocating
for dialogue, de-escalation of tensions, and cooperative security mechanisms in the
region, Greece can help create an environment conducive to improved US-China
relations.

The author's focus and objective are to point out the main elements of
cooperation between the two countries; the challenges and opportunities; the internal and
external factors that hinder or help their relationship; and the scenarios for development.

The research subject and research topics are well-defined. The research subject



covers the geopolitical rivalries in the Eastern Mediterranean, the role of different actors
involved and the implications for Greece. The research topic focuses on the interplay
and competition between the US and China in the Eastern Mediterranean and the foreign
policy role of Greece in this strategic power game. Hence, the research goals and
objectives are coherent and relevant. The thesis attempts to examine the projections of
US and Chinese interests in the Eastern Mediterranean and the regional role of Greece,
an EU member state, as a bridge between them.

The literature review focuses on the lack of sufficient research and points out why
the topic needs more attention.

3. Evaluation of the scientific and applied scientific results
The dissertation employs a diverse array of research methods, predominantly qualitative
in nature, to glean insights into regional dynamics. Empirical evidence is brought from a
critical literature review, comparative discourse analysis and structured interviews with a
questionnaire with selected representatives of the policy-makers’ and business
community as well as NGOs and academic sector.

The initial chapter provides a comprehensive overview of Eastern Mediterranean
politics, encompassing historical, geopolitical, and socio-economic analyses. The
particular focus is the Eastern Mediterranean power game and how regional and global
geopolitical factors intersect. Emphasis is placed on states and international
organizations. By explaining the implications of Greek-Chinese and US-Greek relations,
the dissertation contributes to a nuanced understanding of regional geopolitics. The
initial chapter endeavors to provide a comprehensive exploration of various topics,
interests, issues, conflicts, and positions relevant to the dissertation's subject matter.

The second chapter delves into a comprehensive analysis of the competing interests
between the United States and China in the Eastern Mediterranean region. This chapter
serves as a repository of extensive data, supplemented by illustrative graphics and
detailed information, aiming to elucidate the key factors and nuanced issues within the
region. What distinguishes this chapter is the author's multifaceted approach, which
transcends traditional geopolitical analysis to delve into the underlying self-concepts of
each nation. By skillfully capturing the nuances of each country's self-perception, the
author illuminates the underlying drivers of their actions and strategies on the
international stage.

In essence, the second chapter serves as a pivotal juncture in the dissertation, offering a
nuanced exploration of the complex interplay between the United States and China
within the Eastern Mediterranean.

The third chapter endeavors to explore Greece's strategic options and assess its
potential role as either a bridge or a peripheral player in the geopolitical landscape.
Drawing on empirical data gathered through structured interviews with experts, this
chapter presents valuable insights into Greece's positioning within the region.



The main body of the thesis succeeds in meeting the aims and objectives. The
methodological apparatus satisfies the theoretical assumptions and succeeds in deriving
important empirical evidence for the hypotheses.

4. Evaluation of the scientific and applied-scientific contributions
Stylianos Vasilios Kafestidis has listed four contributions as a result of his work.
My assessment is that all four contributions are adequately stated and presented in the
dissertation.

5. Evaluation of the publications
The dissertant has attached 3 independent publications - articles in specialized scientific
journals - all three of them correspond to the topic of the dissertation.

6. Evaluation of the dissertation abstract
The abstract of the doctoral dissertation is 60 pages long and adequately reflects the key
elements of the thesis. The theses, aims, objectives methods, analyses and relevance of
the problem are correctly presented in the abstract. An outline of the contributions of the
thesis is provided, as well as the auhtor’s publications on the topic.

7. General recommendations

The text would benefit from refinement to address redundancies and enhance the flow of
argumentation between sections.  Moreover, establishing a coherent analytical
framework across chapters would facilitate the synthesis of key findings and insights.
The main recommendation is to enhance the visibility and comprehension of the
theoretical framework underpinning the work. Creating a well-defined theoretical
framework will also help in drawing clearer connections between the theory and the
empirical findings.

8. Conclusion
| do believe that the dissertation contains scientific, scientific-applied and applied results,
which represent an original contribution to science and meet the requirements of the
Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the
Regulations for its implementation.

Due to the above, | give my positive assessment of the conducted research and
propose to the honorable scientific jury to award the educational and scientific degree
“doctor” to Stylianos Vasilios Kafestidis in the area of higher education: Political
Science.

17.03.2024 Signature:
Sofia /Boyan Hadzhiev/



