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1. Undopmanus 3a TUCepTAHTA

Huceprant Crtunmmnanoc Bacummoc Kadectuanc e  3auncinen B
camocrositenHa (¢opMa Ha oOydeHHE B JOKTOpPaHTypa, Cpelly 3alviailaHe B
Kareapa ,MexayHapoaHu oOTHomeHus“ Ha @akynrer ,MexamyHapoaHa
nkoHomuka u mnoiutuka® Ha YHCC B npodecumonanHo nHampaieHue 3.3.
,1[oJINTHYeCKH HayKH, HayyHa creuuanHocT: ,llomutonorus (MexayHapoaHu
OTHOIIICHUS U BBHHIIHA MOJUTUKA)” CbC CPOK HA OOydeHue 3 roAuHU 3a Mepuoja
ot 28.04.2020 r. no 24.04.2023 r., ceriacHo 3amoBen Ha Pektopa Ha YHCC Ne
1135/20.05.2020 r.

Crunnanoc Kadectunuc e 3aBbpIIMI MOCIEAOBATETHO 0OOpa3oBaTeaHa
CTeneH OakanaBbp 1Mo MeXTyHapoIHH HKOHOMHYECKH OTHomIeHus mpe3 1996 . B
YHCC u o6pa3oBarenHa CTEIeH MarucThp mo MexayHnapoaen ousnec mpes 2000
r. B London Southbank University UK. Bragee oTiu4HO OBITrapcku U aHTITUHCKH
€3MK U UMa BUCOKA KOMITIOTbPHA TPAMOTHOCT.

Ot npunoxenoro CV Ha paucepraHTa € BUIHO, Y€ TOM IpUTEkKaBa
MPEACTABUTENEH 17-rOAMIIEH ONMUT B YNPaBICHUETO HAa OW3HEC KOMITAHHWH, a
BHCOKaTa My €KCHepTH3a U 3abJIO0YECHH MMO3HAHUS B 00JaCTTa HA CUETOBOIHUS
0IUT, (PMHAHCOBUTE OMNEpALMH, PA3BUTHETO HA MEXJIYHApOJHU NapTHHOPCTBA,
OPEANpPOCKTHU TMPOyYBaHUA M  MEKIyHapoJHA Ta3apHa €KCIaH3us ca
IpeAnocTaBKa 3a YCIEIIHO PealTu3upaHe Ha IUCEepTAlMOHHATA Te3a.

Karo gokTopaHT moa KOMOETEHTHOTO HAYYHOTO PBKOBOJACTBO Ha JOIL. J-P
AntonnHa XaoOoma, Crwimnanoc Kadectuauc € U3NBJIHWI B MOBJICH 00eM
WHAUBUIYaTHAS CU Y4eOeH IUIaH, OTroBaps Ha MUHUMAJIHUTE HAIMOHAJTHU
u3nuckBanus 1Mo 3PAC na PenyOnuka bearapus u c pemenue Ha @akyiaTeTHUS
chBeT Ha Dakynrer “MexayHapoaHa UKOHOMHUKA U TOJUTHKA™, pa3pabOTCHUST
OT HEro JUCEPTAllMOHEH TPyJ € HAacOYeH KbM 3allliTa 3a MPUCHKIAHE Ha
oOpa3zoBaTeHaTa U Hay4YHa CTEIEeH ,,IOKTOP*.

2. O01ma xapakTepuCcTUKA HA NMPeICTABEHUS TUCEPTAIUOHEH TPY/

AKTyamHOCTTa Ha W30paHUs W3CIICOBATEIICKHM MPOOJIeM, MOCBETEH Ha
pernoHanHaTa poJist Ha ['bpiinisi kaTo MocT B oTHOoHeHusTa Mmexay CAI u Kuraii
B M3tounoro CpeamzemMHOMOpHe € Oe3CrnopHa, KAaKTO OT TjeAHa TouKa Ha

IEOIOJIMTUYECKUTE MPOMEHU OT Kpast Ha XX ¥ HayanoTo Ha XXI Bek, Taka U B



KOHTEKCTa Ha CTPaTerMyeckoTo 3HaueHue Ha M3rounoro CpeauzeMHOMOpHE U
cnenu@uIHaTa poss Ha ['bpIyst B TO3U TeOMOINTHIECKH ITh3EIl.

[IpeacraBenust 3a pereHsupane auceprauroneH tpya Ha C. Kadectuauc
Ce XapakTepusupa C sCHa, IPEMEpPEHAa U JIOTUYHO W3IbpKaHa KIIACHYeCKa
cTpykrypa. ChIbp:KaHUETO Ha TpyJla € moMecTeHo B obeM oT 185 c., BkirouBaiio
YBOJI, TPHU TJIaBHU, 3aKJIFOUCHUE U OMOmorpadus, KOeTo Ch3/1aBa MPEANOCTaBKa 3a
OalaHCHUPAaHOCT Ha U3JOXKEHHEeTo. B moakpema Ha aprymeHTanusTa Ha
JUCEPTAHTA B U3JI0KEHUETO ca MOMECTEHHU 5 Tabmuuy, 9 kaptu u 4 rpaduku.

3a 7a MOCTUTHE LEeiATa Ha M3CIEABAHETO ITUCEPTAHTHT 3aIbIO0YEHO U
AHAJIUTUYHO € 00paboThi U cuctematusupan 124 Ha Opoi KJIaCMYeCKHW HAyYHU
nyOJMKalMi ¥ ChbBPEMEHHU JIMTEPATypHHU, WHPOPMAUMOHHU U JOKYMEHTAIHH
M3TOYHUIM. Pe3ynTarsT € BUAMM M MOANOMAara M3IMbJIHEHUETO Ha MOCTABEHUTE
Hay4YHOU3CIIEIOBATEIICKHU 33/1auHu.

N3cnenBanero € MHOro no0Ope KoHUenTyanusupaHo. M3cienoBarenckara
T€Ma U MNPEIMETHT Ha LSJIOCTHUS aHAJIW3 B JIUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYJ Ca KOPEKTHO
neuHUpaHu U ca IPSKO CBbP3aHU C 1IeJiTa Ha HAYYHOTO ThpPCEHE - "Na pasrieaa
npoekuuute Ha uHTtepecute Ha CAILl m Kurai B U3Tounoro CpenuzeMHOMOpHE U
pernonanHara pois Ha ['sprus, ctpana-wieHka Ha EC, KaTo MOCT MEXIY THX ...
U MIPOEKIIMUTE HA UHTEPECUTE HA APYTY yYacTHULIM.". B paMKuTEe Ha MOCTaBEHUTE
OTrpaHUYEHUs, TS YOSAUTETHO € MOCTUTHATa Ype3 MOCIe0BAaTEIHOTO U B IIbJIEH
o0eM pemiaBaHe Ha TIIOCTAaBEHUTE TPHU M3CJIEA0BATEICKH BBIPOCA, KOHUTO
MoJly4aBaT NoAPOOHH U YOEIUTETHU OTTOBOPH B TPUTE IJIABH B ChABPKAHUETO HA
paboTaTa, KaTo JbpKa J1a 0TOeNeka, Ye BCEKH OT TAX MOXKE Ja ObJe mpeaMeT Ha
CaMOCTOSITEJTHO IIPOYYBAHE..

3. OuneHka Ha MOJyYeHUTe HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHM Pe3yJITaTH

TemaTa Ha TpenCTaBEeHUs] TUCEPTAUUMOHEH TPYJ HAbJIHO ChOTBETCTBA Ha
ChABPKAHUETO U MpUTEkKaBa cOOCTBEH 00JUK. C JIOTHYECKH CTPYKTYPUPAHOTO CU
W3JI0KEHUE, KPUTUYECH TMOAXO] W TeMaTH4Ha OallaHCUPAHOCT, TUCEPTAIMOHHUST
TPyl TOTBbpXKIAaBa M3JUrHATATa XUIOTE3a, Y€ KaTo pe3yaTaT oT
CTpPaTErM4eCKUTe, HKOHOMUYECKH, AUIUIOMATUYECKHM KW BOEHHU OTHOIICHUS,
yctaHoBeHH c¢b¢ CAILl u pa3BUTUTE MKOHOMHUYECKH OTHOIIEHUA ¢ Kuraiickara

HapoJgHa pemyOnuka, ['bpius Moxe Ja (GyHKUIMOHUpA KaTo MOCT U



koMyHuKanroHeH kaHan Mexay CAILl m Kutait B permona Ha WM3TOYHOTO
Cpenuzemuomopue u M3touna EBporma.

[lonoxkxutenHa  OlEHKa 3acioykaBa u30paHaTa  METOAOJOTHS  Ha
U3CIIEIBAHETO, KOSTO € U3TPaJICHa BbPXY HAy4Y€H MHCTPYMEHTAPUYM, BKIIFOYBAII
KPUTUYEH W CPAaBHUTEJEH aHajJu3 Ha BBHIIHATA MOJIMTHKA, NpoduiupaHe Ha
BBHIIHU U PETMOHAIHA YYACTHHIIM, TPOCKTUPAHE HA M3CIICIOBATEICKHA MOJEI 32
JNEKOHCTPYHUPAHE HA MHTEPECUTE U LIEIUTE HA OCHOBHUTE 3aMHTEPECOBAHU CTPAHU
B M3rounoro CpennzemHomopue. EMIUpuyHUTE JOKA3aTEICTBA Ca U3BJIEUYEHU OT
KpUTHYEH TMpErje]l Ha JUTepaTypara, CPaBHUTEJIEH aHAIW3 Ha JUCKypca M
CTPYKTYPUPAHH HHTEPBIOTA C BBIPOCHUK C U30paHU MpEACTABUTEIN Ha
MoJIUTHUYECKaTa W OusHec OOIHOCT B ['bpuus, KaKTO M C NPEACTaBUTENINA Ha
HETMPABUTEJICTBEHNUA M aKaJIEeMHYHUS CEKTOP, KOUTO OCUTYpsIBaT MOCTUraHE Ha
[IOCTaBeHaTa HAayyHa MeJ M JOKa3BaHE Ha HW3CJIEAO0BATEICKaTa Te3a Ha
TUCEPTALMATA.

[locTurmarure B JUCEPTALIMOHHUA TPy pe3yJTaTH, AaBaT OCHOBAaHUE Jia Ce
HalpaBu W3BOABT, ue aucepraHT Kadectuauc mno3HaBa 3agbJIOOYEHO U
MHOTOCTPaHHO CBHCTOSIHUETO Ha W3CIIEBaHUs MPOOJIEM U JEMOHCTPUPA MHOIO
no0pa OCBEIOMEHOCT 3a XapakTepa W BB3MOKHOCTUTE Ha ['bpuus na urpae
HEe3aBUCUMa poJisi mpu mojabpxkaHe Ha Oamanc mexay CAIl u Kuraih upes
GopMaTH 3a pPETMOHAIHO CBHTPYAHHUYECTBO M Koaquuuu B M3T0uHOTO
CpennseMHOMODHE.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIO0KHHM IPHUHOCH

[Ipuemam mnperennuutre Ha pokTopanT KadecTtuauc 3a mocTurHata B
JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ HAyYHH NPUHOCU U TH ONPENEISAM KAaTrO HENOCPEICTBEH
OPSIK PE3YJITaT OT HETOBUTE CAMOCTOSITEIIHA HAYYHH ThPCEHUS.

OcpbluiecTBeHaTa KayeCTBEHATa U3CIeJ0BaTeNICKa pad0Ta, OCBEH Y€ JI0IbJIBa
u oboraTsiBa OCHOBOMOJAralmure 3a JUCEpPTALMOHHUA TPYyHd 3HAaHUS 32
MO3UIIMOHUpPaHeTO0 Ha [I'bpuuss B wurpara Ha cuiaute B M3TO4YHOTO
CpenuzeMHOMOpHE, Ha OCHOBAaTa Ha KPHUTHYEH Iperjea  odepraBa
Bb3MOKHOCTUTE Ha TpbIIKaTa BHHIIHA MOJUTHUKA B MepcrekThBa. HampaBeHOTO
NpOyYBAaHE W CpaBHsBaHE Ha WHTepecuTe U noiautukutre Ha Kurtaih u CAILl B

peruoHa cromara 3a 3aabj0oYaBaHe Ha pa30MpaHETO 3a JAWHAMHUKATa Ha



OTHOLIEHUATA MEXAY ABETE CUJIH.

Bucoka oneHka 3aciy’kaBa IPOBEJECHOTO HE3aBUCUMO Kadye€CTBEHO
EMITMPUYHO H3CIIEJIBAHE, KOETO YpE3 CTPYKTYPUPAHH UHTEPBIOTA C BBIIPOCHHK C
NOJIMTULIA M 3aUHTEPECOBAHM CTPaHM, € B OCHOBaTa HAa KOMIIETEHTHO
pa3paboTeHaTa OleHKa 3a Bb3MOKHOCTUTE Ha IPbhlLIKaTa BHHIIHA MOJIUTHKA.

5. OueHka Ha NyOJIMKALMUTE MO AUCEPTANUATA

3amMrara Ha aBTOPCKaTa Te3a B IUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYA € MOJKPENEHa C TPU
nyOnukaiuu, Ha kouto Ctunnanoc Kadectuanc e equncTsen aBrop. Benuku ca B
HaIpaBJICHUETO Ha MOCTABEHUsI HayyeH MpoOseM, BepuduuupaTr pe3yaTaTuTe OT
HAYYHOTO M3CJIEJIBAHE U OCUTYpPsIBAT HETOBaTa OOIIECTBEHA MPEACTABUTEIHOCT.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTOpedepaTbT KbM IUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJl OTrOBaps HA M3UCKBAHMATA HA
3akoHa u [IpaBuiHMKa 32 HETOBOTO MPUJIOKEHHUE, KATO KOHLIEHTPUPAHO, BIPHO U
TOYHO OTpa3siBa HETOBOTO ChIbpKaHUE B 00eM oT 60 cTpaHuIM.

7. Kpurtu4nu 0esie’kKH, NPenopbKU U BHIPOCH

be3 nga oTKpuBaMm ChHIIECTBEHH CIA0OCTH B ISUIOCTHATA KOHCTPYKLMS B
MIPEAJIOKEHUS 32 PELICH3UPaHe JAUCEPTAlMOHEH TPYA U BOJEHA OT YKEJIaHUETO Ja
CbM MoOJIe3Ha, Oux mnpenopbuana Ha CrtunmanHoc Kadectmauc na npeuwmsupa
(GopMynupoBKaTa Ha MPUHOCUTE U CIEI peAakius Ha TBbpAE pa3apoOeHara
CTPYKTypa Ja MNOThPCHU MO-IIMPOKO MpHU3HAHHE HA CBOATa pa3paboTkKa upes
HEWHOTO MyOJINKYBaHE.

8. 3akJ/oueHue

Karo oueHsiBaM JTOCTOMHCTBaTa Ha IMOCTUTHATOTO, JlaBaM IOJIOKUTETHA
OIIEHKA Ha JucepTauuoOHHUS TPy Ha TeMa ,,OTHomenusta mexxay CALLl u Kurait
U peruoHajHata pojii Ha ['bpIus Karo MOCT MexXAy TiaX B M3TouHOTO
CpenuzemMHoMopue® u uzkazBam cwriacue Ha Ctunuanoc Bacunmmnoc Kadectuaue
na Oblie MPUCHACHA 00pa3oBaTeIHa U HayyHa CTENEH JOKTOp B MPOodeCHOHATHO
Hanpasienue 3.3,  ITlomutmueckun  Hayku, crneuuanHoct [lomuronorus

(MexnayHapoHU OTHOIIEHUS U BbHIIIHA nojauTrka) B YHCC.

14.03.2024 r. UiieH Ha )KypHUTO:
Codus npod. a-p Jlugus Benkosa
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9. Information about the PhD student

Dissertation student Stilianos Vasilios Kafestidis is enrolled in a paid, self-
study form of doctoral studies, in the "International Relations™" Department of the
Faculty of "International Economics and Politics” of the UNWE in professional
field 3.3. "Political Sciences", scientific specialty: "Political Science (International
Relations and Foreign Policy)" for a 3-year term in the period from 28.04.2020 to
24.04.2023, according to Order of the Rector of UNWE No. 1135/20.05.2020.

Stilianos Kafestidis graduated consecutively with a Bachelor's degree in
International Economic Relations in 1996 at UNWE and a Master's degree in
International Business in 2000 at London Southbank University UK. He is fluent
in Bulgarian and English and has excellent computer literacy.

The attached CV of the dissertation candidate shows that he has a
representative 17 years of experience in the management of business companies,
and his high expertise and in-depth knowledge in the field of accounting auditing,
financial operations, the development of international partnerships, feasibility
studies and international market expansion are a prerequisite for successful
realization of the dissertation thesis.

As a doctoral student under the competent scientific guidance of Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Antonina Habova, Stilianos Kafestidis has fully completed his individual
study plan, meets the minimum national requirements under the Law of
Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria and by the
decision of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of "International Economics and
Politics", the dissertation work developed by him is approved for defense for
awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor".

10.General characteristics of the dissertation thesis

The relevance of the chosen research problem, dedicated to the regional
role of Greece as a bridge in the relations between the US and China in the
Eastern Mediterranean, is indisputable, both from the perspective of the
geopolitical changes of the late 20th and early 21st centuries, and in the context of



the strategic importance of the Eastern Mediterranean and the specific role of
Greece in this geopolitical puzzle.

The dissertation work presented for review by S. Kafestidis is characterized
by a clear, measured and logically sustained classical structure. The content of the
work is contained in a volume of 185 pages, including an introduction, three
chapters, a conclusion and a bibliography, which creates a prerequisite for a
balanced exposition. 5 tables, 9 maps and 4 graphs are included in the exposition
to support the argumentation of the dissertation student.

In order to achieve the goal of the research, the dissertation student
thoroughly and analytically processed and systematized 124 classical scientific
publications and modern literary, informational and documentary sources. The
result is visible and supports the implementation of the set scientific research
tasks.

The study is very well conceptualized. The research topic and the subject of
the overall analysis in the dissertation work are correctly defined and are directly
related to the purpose of the scientific research - "to examine the projections of
the interests of the USA and China in the Eastern Mediterranean and the regional
role of Greece, a member state of the EU, as a bridge between them ... and the
projections of the interests of other participants.”. Within the limits set, it is
convincingly achieved through the consistent and complete development of the
three research questions set, which receive detailed and convincing answers in the
three chapters in the content of the work, noting that each of them can be a subject
of independent study.

11.Evaluation of the scientific and scientific-applied results

The topic of the presented dissertation fully corresponds to the content and
has its own image. With its logically structured exposition, critical approach and
thematic balance, the dissertation confirms the hypothesis that as a result of the
strategic, economic, diplomatic and military relations established with the USA
and the developed economic relations with the People's Republic of China, Greece



can function as a bridge and communication channel between the US and China in
the Eastern Mediterranean and Eastern Europe region.

A positive assessment deserves the chosen research methodology, which is
built on a scientific toolkit including critical and comparative analysis of foreign
policy, profiling of external and regional actors, designing a research model to
deconstruct the interests and goals of the main stakeholders in the Eastern
Mediterranean. Empirical evidence is drawn from a critical literature review,
comparative discourse analysis and structured questionnaire interviews with
selected representatives of the political and business community in Greece, as
well as representatives of the non-governmental and academic sectors, which
ensure the achievement of the scientific objective and evidence of the dissertation
research thesis.

The results achieved in the dissertation give reason to conclude that the
PhD student Kafestidis has deep and multifaceted knowledge of the researched
problem and demonstrates very good awareness of the nature and opportunities of
Greece to play an independent role in maintaining a balance between the US and
China through formats for regional cooperation and coalitions in the Eastern
Mediterranean.

12.Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions

| accept the claims of doctoral student Kafestidis for scientific contributions
achieved in the dissertation work and define them as the immediate direct result of
his independent scientific research.

The substantial research work, in addition to supplementing and enriching
the foundational knowledge about the positioning of Greece in the game of forces
in the Eastern Mediterranean, on the basis of a critical review outlines the
possibilities of the Greek foreign policy in perspective. The study and comparison
of the interests and policies of China and the United States in the region help to
deepen the understanding of the dynamics of relations between the two powers.

The independently conducted qualitative empirical research deserves high
rating, which, through structured interviews with a questionnaire with politicians
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and interested parties, is the basis of the competently developed assessment of the
possibilities of the Greek foreign policy.

13.Assessment of publications

The defense of the author's thesis in the dissertation is supported by three
publications, of which Stilianos Kafestidis is the sole author. All are within the
lines of the posed scientific problem, verify the results of scientific research and
ensure its public representativeness.

14.  Assessment of the abstract

The abstract for the dissertation meets the requirements of the Law and the
Regulations for its application, as it focuses and accurately reflects its content in a
volume of 60 pages.

15.Critical notes, recommendations and questions

Without finding significant weaknesses in the overall structure of the
dissertation and driven by the desire to be helpful, 1 would recommend that
Stilianos Kafestidis refine the wording of the contributions and, after editing the
too fragmented structure, seek wider recognition of his work through its
publication.

16.Conclusion

Appreciating the merits of what has been achieved, | give a positive
assessment of the dissertation work on the topic "US-China relations and the
regional role of Greece as a bridge between them in the Eastern Mediterranean”
and express my consent that Stilianos Vasilios Kafestidis be awarded the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in Professional field 3.3. Political
Sciences, specialty Political Science (International Relations and Foreign Policy)
at UNWE.

14.03.2024 Member of jury:
Sofia Prof. Dr. Lidia Velkova
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