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ABTOp Ha TUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPY/I: Cmunuanoc Bacunuoc Kagecmuouc

Tema Ha qUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPYA: Omuowenusma medxcoy CAILL] u Kumau
u pecuonannama poas Ha Ivpyus Kamo mocm medxncoy msx 8
Hsmounomo Cpedusemnomopue

Ocnoeanue 3a NpeJICTaBsIHE HA CTAHOBUIIIETO: yYacTHUE B ChCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO
Kypu MO 3alluTa Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHUSA TPyA ChracHo 3amoBen No
563/06.03.2024 r. na 3amectHuk-pextopa nmo H1J[ na YHCC.

1. Uudopmauus 3a nucepranra
HuceprantsT Crunuanoc Kadectuauc ce e oOyyaBan mo JOKTOPCKa

nporpamMa KbM Kkameopa , Meodwcoynapoonu omuowenus“,  ¢axyimem
., Meoxxcoynapoona ukonomuxa u noaumuxa“ Ha YHCC mno mnpogecuonanmno
nHanpagnenue  ,,3.3.  llonumuuecku  Hayku®,  O0oKmopcka  npospama

,,[lonumonoeus “ cerinacuo 3amoBeq Ha Pextopa Ha YHCC Ne 1135/20.05.2020
r. OOy4YeHHUETO € OCBHIIECTBEHO B OOKMOPAHMyYpa HA CAMOCMOSMENHA
noozomoska cpeuly saniauiane npe3 nepuoaa 28.04.2020 r. — 28.04.2023 r.

Kadectunuc wuma  OakanaBbpcka cTenmeH 1o — MexayHapoIHH
nKoHOMUYeCckH oOTHomeHuss or YHCC wu Maructepcka CTENEeH 110
Mexnaynaponen oOusznec ot London Southbank University, London, UK.
HeroBusitT nmpodecuonanseH OnuT € CBbP3aH C YIPaBICHUE U pa3BUBAHE Ha
KOMMaHuM, paboTelmu Ha MeXayHapoaHu mnazapu. OOpa3oBaHUETO U
npodeCUOHATTHUSIT OMUT Ha JIUCEpTaHTa ca (PAKTOP, OUEBUIAHO JOMPUHECHI 3a
Ka4ueCTBEHOTO pa3paboTBaHE HA TUCEPTALUOHHUS MY TPYIL.



2. O0ma xapakTeprucTHKA HA NPEACTABEHUS JUCEPTALUOHEH TPY

JlucepTalluOHHUAT TpyJ € B 0o0m odem oT 185 crpaHunu, kato uma
CTaHJApTHA CTPYKTypa 3a AUCEPTALMOHEH TPyJ, a UMEHHO BBBEIACHHE, TPH
rJ1aBu, 3akiatoueHue u oOubnuorpadusa. Ilocmennara cbabpxa 124 3arnaBus,
cpea KOuTo MOHOTpaduu, HAYYHU CTATHUU U OPUIIUATIHUA TOKYMEHTH.

Temara Ha AUCEpPTALIMOHHUS TPYJ € aKTyajHa C OrJie]l Ha yCJIOKHEHATa
cpela 3a CUTYpHOCT M 3acuiBamiara ce pons Ha Kwurail Ha cBeTOBHaTa
MOJUTUYECKA CIEHa, B MEXKJAYHAPOJHUTE OTHOILIECHUS U TiobaiHaTa
MKOHOMUKA. Bnusinuero 1 B EBpomna € e1HO OT u3MepeHusiTa, KOeTo 00yciaBs
3HAYMMOCTTA Ha JUCEPTAMOHHHUS TPYyHA. Temara € KOpEKTHO MHTEPIPETUPAHA,
KaTO Ha MbPBO MSCTO Ca HUJCHTHU(PULIHMPAHU MPOIMYCKUTE B CHIIECTBYBAIIUTE
u3cienBaHus. ToBa 1aBa Bb3MOXKHOCT U3IbPKaHO J1a ce popMmyliipa 1enTa u Jaa
ce OMpeAeaT 3aJaunuTe, Ype3 KOUTo T Iie Obae nmocturHata. Crtasa siCHO, 4e
aBTOpBT ce (¢okycupa BbpXxy oTHomeHusita Mexay CAIl u Kwuraii B
N3rounoro CpeamzeMHOMOpHUE U MICTOTO Ha ['bpums B TAX. PopMyIupaHUTe
XUIIOTE3U Ca MOJYMHEHHM Ha MOCTaBeHara uell. M3mon3BaHara nuTeparypa € B
J0CTaThb4eH 00€M U OTpa3siBa HEOOXOAMMOCTTA TeMaTa Jia ce pasriie/ia, KakTo B
HEWHUTE KOHLENTYalH!, TaKa U MPAKTUYECKH U3MEPEHHUS.

3. OuneHka Ha MOJIyYeHUTe HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

N3cnenBaneTo B HeMalika CTENEH € MHTEPAUCIUILTMHAPHO, BKIIOUBAIIO
TeMH OT MEXKIYHAapOJHHUTE  OTHOUIEHHUS, TEOMOJIUTHKA, CHUTYPHOCT,
MOJTUTUKOHOMHUS U JIp., KOETO MOCTaBs TpyHATA 3aj7ay4a /1a C€ HaMepsIT TOUHUTE
napaMeTpu Ha nucepranusta. [locTaBsiiku cu TakaBa HejleKa 3ajiadya aBTOPHT €
yCIsl a 00XBaHE M KOMEHTHpA Pa3IMYHU MPOMEHJIMBU 0€3 H3JIMUIIHO Ja
yTexHsaBa Tekcta. OcobeHo A0Opo BIeuatiieHWe MNpaBu (pakra, ye eaHa OT
W3CJICABAHUTE TIPOMEHJIMBUA € ,,0THOIIEHHWETO Ha TrbpuuTe KbM Kurtai®.
[TocoyeHoTO mpeAcTaBisiBa YCHEUIHO BIUIUTAHE HAa OMXEUBHOPUCTKHUS MOAXO
cpea METOAUTE, XapaKTepHU 3a U3CJIeABaHMsATa B chepaTa Ha MEXKTyHAPOIHUTE
OTHOIIICHHUS.

Cuuram, dYe MoOcCTaBeHaTa IIeJ € IOCTUTHAaTa, KAaTo ca W3IM'bIHEHU
MOCTAaBEHUTE 3aJauu. MeToloorusiTa € OTHOCMMa KbM IOCTaBeHaTa el U €
MPUJIOKEHa KOPEKTHO B ChOTBETCTBUE C aKaJeMHYHHUTE CTaHJAapTu. Makap aa
HE € M3BeJeHa EKCIUIMIIMTHO KaTo MeTol B yBoaa, Kadectuauc npasu u
BTOpUYHA 00paboTka Ha nanHu OT Pew Research Center, kouto ca yact ot
HETOBUTE AapryMEHTH, NPUBEICHHM BHB BTOpa TrjaBa. BBOPOCHUKBT 3a
CTPYKTYypHpaHOTO HHTEpBIO ¢ 20 BBbIOpoca € no0pe pa3paboTeH, Kato uma
pa3IMuHU TUNOBE BbIpocHu. ToW OTpas3siBa OT €lHA CTpaHa ThPCEHUATA Ha
JUCEepPTaHTa MO OCHOBHUTE MpOOIeMaTUYHU 00JIacT (CUTYpPHOCT, MUHBECTHUIIUU,
TEXHOJIOTUYEH TpaHchep W HMHOBALMM), HO OT Jpyra pojisiTa Ha KIIOYOBHU
,Harpaun‘’. [Tog0opbT Ha eKcnepTu ¢ pa3iaudeH npodui JaBa BB3MOXKHOCT 3a



aHAJIN3 HA PA3JIMYHU TMEPCIEKTUBA M OTKPUBAHE HA CXOJICTBA, KAaTO HApEX C
TOBA C€ I10COYAT U HIOAHCUTE.

C wu3non3BaHara METOAOJIOTHS  JUCEPTAHTHT MOCTUTA  BAJUIHU
pe3yiTaTH, KOUTO OT €JHAa CTpaHa o0OorarsBaT HAy4YHOTO IO3HAHME, 3aL[0TO
KaKTO TOM caM OOpbIlla BHUMAHHUE IO YacT OT TEMUTE JUICBAT U3CJECIABAHUS
WA ca TBbpae orpaHnueHu. OT Apyra CTpaHa pe3yJlTaTUTE HECbMHEHO MMAaT
HAay4YHO-IIPWJIOKEH  XapakTep, 3alloTO Te MPEACTaBIsBaT CBOEOOpa3eH
3a1bJI00YEH aHalln3, PE3YIATATUTE OT KOUTO MOraT Jia C€ MU3MO0JI3Ba OT TPHIKUTE
YIPaBIECHCKHU CTPYKTYpPH IpH GOpMyJIMpaHE HA TPhIIKATa BHHIIHA MTOJTUTHKA.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-NPHUJIOKHHU MIPUHOCH

N3Benenute ot Kadectuanc npuHocH Ha HETOBUS AUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY.
HEChbMHEHO Ca BaJIMIHU. HampaBeHUST OT HETO JIUTEpaTypeH 0030p, KAOMHETHO
MpoyuyBaHE U CHOpPAHUTE EMMOUPUYHU JAHHU HECHbMHEHO BOIAT 10
3a1bJI00YaBaHe Ha CHINECTBYBAIIUTE W MPUAOOMBAHETO HA HOBU 3HAHUA 3a
MSCTOTO Ha ['bpums B ,urpara Ha cwinte B M3tounoto CpeauszeMHOMOpHUE™.
Hapen c ToBa To#l ycnsiBa Ja HampaBu 3aqbJI00YEHO MPOYyYBAHE U aHAIU3 Ha
nHrepecute n nonutukute Ha CAILl u Kurait B pernona. Kato camocrosrenen
MPUHOC TOM M3BEXKJAa W MPOBEKIAHETO HA MHTEPBIOTATA C E€KCIEPTH, KOUTO
MOra J1a mpueMa ¢ yCIIOBHETO, Y€ MPUHOCHT LIECIIE Ja € OILIE MO-ChIIECTBEH AKO
MHTEPBIOTO Oe€lle HEeCTPYKTYypUpaHO, 3all0TO Taka JAUCEPTaHTHT UIenie Ja
ycriee na cbOepe moBede uHpopManus. KpUTUUHHUAT Tperyien Ha TpblKaTa
BBHIIIHA MOJINTUKA ITPUEMaM 3a Hal-ChIIECTBEHUSI NPUHOC C HAYYHO-TIPUII0KEH
XapakTep.

CnenBa nma ce otrOenexu, 4Ye M3CIEIBAHETO, peaTM3UpaHO OT
Kadectunuc, nma 3HaueHue He caMmo 3a ['bpuus, HO U 3a IPyru CTpaHU OT
pErnoHa, BKIKOYUATEIHO WieHKH Ha EC 1Mo OTHOLIEHUS NOTEHIHATHO Pa3BUBaHE
Ha mogo0HM oTHOIIeHUs ¢ KuTaii m 6anancupaneTo Ha oTHomeHusATa cbc CAILL]
Y 3aMaJHOCBPOICHCKY MapTHHOPH.

5. Ouenka Ha ny0JMKaLMUTE MO JUCEPTALUATA

[IpencraBenu ca Tpu Opos HAy4YHH CTaTHUU, KOUTO KOPECIOHIUPAT C
TemaTa Ha JUcepTalmoHHOTO u3cneaBane Ha Ctuimanoc Kadbectuauce mo equx
unu Apyr HauuH. [locouenuTe nyOnukanuMu ca JOCTaThbYHU W TOKpPUBAT
MUHHUMAJIHUTE HAIIMOHAJHU HM3UCKBaHHUA 10 wi. 20, ain. 2 u 3 or 3PACPb 3a
npugoOrBaHe Ha 00pa30BaTelIHA U HAyYHA CTEMEH ,,JJOKTOP® .

6. Ouenka Ha aBropedepara

ABTopedepaThT, 3a€THO C IPUHOCUTE U CIHUCHKA C MyOJUKAIMUTE € B
o0 obem ot 60 crpanuiu. Tol KOpPEKTHO OTpas3siBa ChIbPKAHUETO Ha
JUCEPTALlMOHHOTO M3CJEJBaHe, KAaTo NOAOpaHMUIT TEKCT € JOCTaTh4yeH
YUTATENAT Ja Bh3NpUeMe U pa3depe JoruKaTa Ha JUcepTaiusTa.



7. Kpurnunu 0ejie’KKu, NPpenopbKH U BLIPOCH

Makap nga Hamupam noadOpanara ot aucepranta Crunnanoc Kadecruauc
METOJI0JIOTHSI 32 HAI'BJIHO pPEJIEBaHTHA M J00pe MpHIIOkKEHa, OMX OTMpaBuia
npenopbka 3a Obaemu TpyaoBe. CbOupaHeTo Ha UHPOpMAIUs OT EKCHEPTH
(EeKcTepTHH OIIEHKH, ABJIOOYMHHU UHTEPBIOTA C EKCIIEPTH) € METOM, KOWTO UMa
MOTEHIIUAJ J1a HU MPEJA0CTaBU MHOTO JAeTaliiHa MHpOpMaIUs U J1a HU HACOUYH
BHUMAHUETO KbM TJIEIHM TOYKH, KOUTO MOXKE Ja CMe MpONmyCHaIH.
N3non3BaHeTo Ha CTPYKTYPUPAHO HHTEPBIO € BalUJEH H3CIEI0BATEICKU
METOJl, HO KOraro ce oOpblllaMe KbM eKCIepTH Oux mpenopbyaia
HECTPYKTypupaHo uHTEpBIO. CTpPyKTypUpaHOTO HHU TlomMara Ja cnoepem
uHopMalusi OT TOJsIM Opoil PECHOHACHTH, HO MPU HETO MMa PUCK Ja He
YJIOBUM HIOAHCHU U MOHSIKOTAa OTTOBOPUTE J1a MOPOJAT AOIMBJIIHUTEIIHH BhIIPOCH,
KOUTO HE MOXEM Ja MoCcTaBUM. HecTpyKTypupaHOTO UHTEPBIO OT CBOSI CTpaHa
JaBa BB3MOKHOCT 33 MHOIO MO-AE€TaillIHO OOChXKIaHE Ha TeMmMaTa Ha
UHTepBIOTO. EKCiepTuTe ca MTMYHOCTH, KOUTO MOTAaT Ja HU MPEJA0CTaBSAT MHOTO
uH(opMalus, KOATO Ja HU € TMOJIEe3Ha, Ja HU 00bpHAT BHUMaHUE BbPXY HEIIIO,
KOETO HHME CME MPONMYyCHAIW Ja MONUTaMe, a CTPYKTYPUPAHUSIT BBIPOCHUK
orpaHu4aBa Ta3M BB3MOXHOCT. CieaBa Ja ce uMma IMpeABUA, Y€ MocodyeHaTa
MpenopbKa eI J1a TOANOMOTHE AUCEPTaHTa B Clie/IBAllli HETOBU TPYJIOBE U B
HUKaKbB ClIyyail He HamaJsiBa BUCOKATa OlLIEHKA, KOATO JJaBaM Ha paboTrara Mmy.

8. 3akuouenue

HNucepranmonnusat Tpyn Ha Cruwimanoc Bacunmmoc Kadectuauc
,OTHOmeHuara mexay CAILl u Kutaiit u pernonannara pons Ha ['bpums kaTo
MocT Mexay Tix B HM3rounoro CpeauzemHomopue € pa3paboTeH B
ChOTBETCTBUE C HOPMATUBHUTE W3UCKBAHUA W AKAJEMHYHU CTaHJIAPTH 3a
NpUChXKJaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTelHa M HaydyHa cTeneH ,Joktop”. Temara e
UHTEpIIpeTHpaHa npodecuoHanmHo, KaTo TPYAbT MPUTEKABA HEOOXOIUMUTE
Ka4yeCcTBa M UMa HAyYHO-IPAKTUYECKUTE MPUHOCH. B TO3M CMHCBHI M3Ka3BaM
CBOETO IOJIOKUTEJTHO CTAHOBHIIE U MPeAJIaraM Ha yBaKaeMoTO HAYYHOTO
sKypu 1a npuchau Ha Ctuimmanoc Bacuinuoc Kadecruauc odpazoBarennara u
Hay4YHa CTEMEeH ,JOKTOP” 10 mnpodecuoHATHO HampaBJjieHue ,,3.3.
HoaunTuyeckn HayKu*, 10KTOpPCKa nporpama ,,Iloauronorus®.
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OPINION

By: Assoc. Dr. Daniela Dobreva Pastarmadzhieva;
University of Plovdiv ,, Paisii Hilendarski“;
Scientific field: 3.3. Political Science (Elections and Electoral Systems)

Regarding: dissertation thesis for the award of the educational and scientific
degree Doctor in professional field 3.3. Political Sciences, doctoral
Program: Political Science at UNWE

Author of the dissertation thesis: Stylianos Vasilios Kafestidis

Tema Ha TUCEepTalIMOHHUS TPY/I: US-China  Relations and  Greece’s
Regional Role as a Bridge between them in the Eastern
Mediterranean

Reason for presenting the opinion: participation in the scientific jury for the
defense of the dissertation thesis according to Order No. 563/06.03.2024 of the
Vice-Rector for Research of the UNWE

1. Information about the doctoral student

The doctoral student Stylianos Kafestidis was educated in a doctoral
program at the Department of International Relations, Faculty of International
Economics and Politics of the UNWE in the professional field 3.3. Political
Sciences, doctoral program Political Science according to the Order of the
Rector of the UNWE No. 1135/20.05.2020. The education was carried out in a
paid self-study form in the period 28.04.2020 - 28.04.2023.

Kafestidis holds a BA in International Economic Relations from UNSS
and an MA in International Business from London Southbank University,
London, UK. His professional experience is related to management and
development of companies operating in international markets. The education
and professional experience of the doctoral student is a factor that obviously
contributed to the quality of his dissertation work.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation thesis
The dissertation consists of 185 pages and has a standard structure for a
dissertation, namely an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and a



bibliography. The latter contains 124 titles, including monographs, scientific
articles and official documents.

The topic of the dissertation is relevant and significant in the context of
the complicated security environment and China's increasing role on the world
political stage, in the international relations and the global economy. Its
influence in Europe is one of the dimensions that determines the significance of
the dissertation work. The topic is correctly interpreted, and the gaps in the
existing research are identified. The latter makes it possible to clearly formulate
the goal and define the tasks by which it will be achieved. It becomes clear that
the author is focusing on US-China relations in the Eastern Mediterranean and
Greece's place in them. The hypotheses are subordinate to the set goal. The
literature used is sufficient and reflects the need to consider the topic, both in its
conceptual and practical dimensions.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The research is to a large extent interdisciplinary, including topics from
international relations, geopolitics, security, political economy, etc. Thus, it
poses the difficult task of finding the exact parameters of the dissertation.
However, the author has managed to cover and comment on various variables
without unnecessarily burdening the text. It is valuable that one of the variables
studied is the attitude of the Greeks towards China. This represents a successful
interweaving of the behavioural approach among the methods, typical for a
research in the field of international relations.

I believe that the set goal has been achieved by fulfilling the set tasks.
The methodology is relevant to the set objective and has been applied correctly
in accordance with academic standards. Although not explicitly stated as a
method in the introduction, Kafestidis also makes secondary processing of data
from the Pew Research Center, which is part of his arguments in chapter two.
The 20-questions-structured-interview questionnaire is well designed with
different types of questions. It reflects the doctoral student’s research on the
main problem areas (security, investment, technology transfer and innovation),
alongside with the role of key “players”. The selection of experts with different
profiles makes it possible to analyze different perspectives and discover
similarities, while also pointing out the nuances.

With the methodology used, the doctoral student achieves valid results,
which on the one hand enrich scientific knowledge, because as he himself pays
attention to some of the topics, research is missing or too limited. On the other
hand, the results undoubtedly have a scientific-applied character, because they
represent a kind of in-depth analysis, and its results can be used by the Greek
decision makers in formulating the Greek foreign policy.

4. Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions
Kafestidis’s evaluation of the dissertation contributions are undoubtedly



valid. The literature review, desk study and collected empirical data
undoubtedly lead to the deepening of existing and the acquisition of new
knowledge about the place of Greece among the forces in the Eastern
Mediterranean. In addition, he managed to do a thorough study and analysis of
the interests and policies of the US and China in the region. As a separate
contribution, he points out the conduct of the interviews with experts, which I
can accept under one condition. In my opinion the contribution would have
been even more substantial if the interviews were unstructured, because thus the
doctoral student would have been able to collect more information. I consider
the critical review of Greek foreign policy to be the most significant
contribution of a scientific and applied nature.

It should be noted that Kafestidis’ work has implications not only for
Greece, but also for other countries in the region, including EU members in
terms of potentially developing similar relations with China and balancing the
relations with the US and Western European partners.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

Three scientific articles are presented that correspond to the topic of the
dissertation study of Stylianos Kafestidis in one way or another. The specified
publications are sufficient and cover the minimum national requirements under
Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of Act on Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria for acquiring the educational and scientific degree
“doctor”.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract, along with the contributions and the list of publications,
totals 60 pages. It correctly reflects the content of the dissertation, and the
selected text 1s sufficient for the reader to perceive and understand the logic of
the dissertation.

7. Critics, recommendations and questions

Although I find the methodology selected by Stylianos Kafestidis
completely relevant and well applied, I would make a recommendation for his
future works. Gathering information from experts (expert assessments, in-depth
interviews with experts) is a method that has the potential to provide us with
very detailed information and direct our attention to perspectives that we may
have missed. Using a structured interview is a valid research method, but when
approaching experts I would recommend an unstructured interview. The
structured one helps us to collect information from many respondents, alongside
there is a risk of missing nuances and sometimes the answers provoke
additional questions that we cannot ask. The unstructured interview, on the
other hand, allows for a much more detailed discussion on the topic. Experts are
individuals who can provide us with a lot of information that is useful to us,
draw our attention to something that we have neglected to ask, and a structured



questionnaire limits this possibility. It should be borne in mind that the
mentioned recommendation aims to support the doctoral student in his
subsequent works and in no way reduces the high evaluation I give to his work.

8. Conclusion

The dissertation of Stylianos Vasilios Kafestidis “Relations between the
US and China and the regional role of Greece as a bridge between them in the
Eastern Mediterranean” was developed in accordance with the regulations and
academic standards for the award of the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor”. The topic is interpreted professionally, and the work has the
necessary qualities and the scientific and practical contributions. In this sense, I
express my positive opinion and propose to the respected scientific jury to
award Stylianos Vasilios Kafestidis the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor” in the professional field “3.3. Political Science, doctoral program
“Political Science”.
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14 March 2024 Signature: .................... R .....
Sofia



