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Tema Ha aucepTallMOHHUS TPYA: »BBb3MOKHOCTH 32 pa3BUTHE HA Xa3apTeH TYpU3bM B
Bbbvarapus”
Hayuen ppkoBoauTen: npo¢. a.H. Tans [Mapymesa

OcHoBaHMe 3a IPEICTaBSIHE HAa CTAHOBMILETO: y4acTHUE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO JKypHU IIO
3alIMTa Ha JUCepTallMOHHMA Tpya cbriaacHo 3amoBex Ne 99/18.01.2024 r. Ha B.M.A.

3aMecTHHUK-PeKTOp 1Mo HayYHOM3CIIEA0BATENICKA IEHHOCT U MEXIyHAPOTHO ChTPYIHUYECTBO
"Ha YHCC.

1. Undopmaumus 3a gucepTanrta

JlucepTaHThT ce € 00ydaBai M0 JOKTOPCKa Mporpama KM kameopa ,, Mkonomuka Ha
mypuzma‘* Ha YHCC mno wnayuna cneyuannocm ,,koHomuxa u ynpasieHue (mypusvm) ",
cerinacHo 3amoBen Ha Pextopa Ha YHCC Ne 718/12.03.2021 r. OGy4eHHETO € OCBHIIECTBEHO
B pedosra hopma nipe3 nepuoaa 02.03.2021 — 02.03.2024 r., moa HAYYHOTO PHKOBOJICTBO Ha
npod. a.H. Taus [Tapyiesa.

2. OO01ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA NMPeICcTABEHUs THCEPTAIHOHEH TPY/

[IpencraBeHusAT nucepTallMOHEH TpPyA Ha Tema: ,,Bb3MOKHOCTH 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
xa3zapTeH Typu3bM B bbarapus” ¢ B o0mr 06em ot 206 crpanuiu. ChCTOM Ce OT CITUCHK Ha
Tabaunure, purypure u rpadukure (2 cTp.), CIUCHK Ha mpuiiokeHusTa (1 cTp.), CIUCHK Ha
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n3noi3BaHuTe chkpamenus (1 crp.), yBox (7 crp.), u3noxkenue B Tpu rinaBu (162 crtp.),
3akmouenne (5 crp.), cuchK Ha m3moisBaHara guteparypa (11 crp.) u 2 npunoxenus (14
crp.). CTpykTypaTta Ha JUCEPTAllMOHHUS TPYJ CE€ XapakTepusupa € MHOro ao00pa
MOCTIeIOBATEIHOCT, OOBBP3aHOCT M JIOTUYHOCT B HU3J0XKEHHEeTo. HammueH e W oTimdeH
OanaHc B o0emMa Ha TPHUTE TJIaBH, KAKTO U MEX]y OTJCIIHUTE naparpadu.

M360pbT HA KOHKpeTHATAa TeMa M MHIMBUAYyAIHUTE MOTHBH 3a pa3paboTkara Ha
JMCEPTALMOHHUS TPy, IPOAUKTYBaHH OT NMPO(ECHOHANHUS BT HA JOKTOPAHTa, ca MHOTO
nobpe o6ocHoBaHU. HechbMHEHO, TeMaTa € aKTyaJlHa M 3HA4YMMAa, KaTo akKICHT € TOCTaBeH
BBPXY CHJIHOTO MKOHOMHYECKO BIUSHHE Ha Xa3apTHHS TYPU3bM U KIIFOUOBOTO MY MSICTO 32
ycliexa Ha MrpajHuTe jJecTHHAIUU. O0eKTHT H MpeaMeThT Ha M3CIICABAHETO Ca KOPEKTHO
neunupann. QO0eKT Ha HAYYHOTO W3CIICBAHE € Xa3apTHHUAT TYPU3bM KATO CIICIUAIN3UPAH
BUJ TYpU3bM. 32 MpeIMeT Ha M3CIEABAHETO Ca BH3NPHETH BB3MOKHOCTHUTE 3a Pa3BUTHE HA
XazapTeH Typu3bM B bbarapus. B pamkute Ha AuCepTAMOHHUS TPYH, Ype3 ACTAWIH3UPAHO
TEOPETUKO-METOIOJIOTUIECKO W MPAKTUKO-TIPHIIOKHO W3CJIEIBAaHE € TMOCTHTHAaTa HeJTa Ha
JFCepTaLuATa, KOATO € HacO4YeHa KbM M3CIIE/IBAHE Ha TEXHOJIOTUUTE W JUTUTATU3AIMATA B
Xa3apTHaTa WHAYCTPHS, W HA Ta3uW OCHOBA, Pa3pabOTBAHETO HAa MOJEN 3a pa3BUTHEC HA
Xa3apTeH Typu3bM B bwirapus, dype3 mpuiiaraHe Ha IOJUTHKA 33 OTTOBOPEH XaszapT. 3a
MOCTUTAHETO Ha IIEeNTa, JOKTOPAHTHT JAeHUHHpA TET H3C/AeN0BATEICKH 3aJ4a4H, KOUTO
MOCTUTAa W3IUI0 B OTACITHUTE TJaBH Ha MPEJICTaBEHUs JOKTOPAHTCKU Tpyd. B
IMCEePTalMOHHUSL TPyA € QopMmynupaHa Te3aTa, Y€ Xa3apTHUAT TYpPHU3bM OKa3Ba
MOJIOKUTEITHO BIIMSTHHE BBPXY pa3BUTHETO Ha JecTuHammute. DopMmynmpaHara Teza ce
JI0Ka3Ba HAITBJIHO apTyMEHTHUPAaHO B M3JIOKEHHETO Ha TPyAa 4Ype3 IMpOoBepKaTta Ha TPUTE
XMIIOTe3U. 32 pealn3WpaHeTO Ha IEJIUTEe Ha pa3paboTKaTa € WM3MOJ3BaH MeTOAMYECKH
HHCTPYMEHTAPUYM, BKJIIOYBAII IPUJIAraHETO HAa WHAYKIUS U JEIyKIHs, aHAJIN3 U CHHTES,
HMCTOPUYECKH METO]I, CPAaBHUTEJICH aHAlIU3, CTATUCTUYECKH U IECKPUIITUBHU METOJIU, METOJ
Ha HaOJI0/IeHUe, aHKETHO IpOyuYBaHE, METOJ Ha AbI00YMHHO uHTepBlO. [locraBeHu ca
OCHOBHU OrpaHHYeHHUsl. YIIOMEHATH ca M3TOYHHLMTE HA HH(OPMALIMOHHO OCUTYPSIBaHe.
OTKpoeHa € HayYHATa HOBOCT M MOJIe3HOCT Ha TUCEPTALlMOHHUS TPY/I.

HN3non3Banara Juteparypa BKIouBa o010 171 CbBpeMEHHU U aKTyajHH 3arjlaBUst
Ha kupwinna (41 6p.), naturuna (81 Op.) u uHTepHeT n3roununy (49 Op.). Tsa moamomara
3abJIO0OYCHUST KPUTHUEH aHAM3 Ha W3CIe[BaHaTa NpOOJeMaTHKa, H3SCHSIBAHETO Ha
TEPMUHOJIOTUYHUTE YTOYHEHUS W MOHITUHHUS arapaTt, 0COOCHO B ITbpBa M BTOpaA TIiiaBa Ha
JTUCEepTAIMOHHUA TpyAd. B 1syata HayyHa pa3paboTka JIUTEepaTypHHTE HW3TOYHHIIUA Ca
U3IIOJI3BAHU J10OPOCHBECTHO M KOPEKTHO OT JIOKTOPaHTa, KOETO IO3BOJISIBA Ja C€ OTKPOU
JIMYHUS MY HPHHOC.

3. OueHka HA MOJyYeHUTE HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU Pe3yJITaTH

CpabpxkaHHETO Ha TpyZJa /laBa OCHOBAaHHE Jla C€ MOCOYH, Y€ CTPYKTypaTa, BbpXY
KOSITO TOW € M3TPasicH, MO3BOJIABA J1a C€ NMPHIIOKH HAITBIHO ITOCIENOBATENIEH U JOTMYECKH
00OCHOBAaH H3CIENOBATEICKH MOAXOJ. B KOMMO3MIMOHHO OTHOIIEHUE, BCAKA €JHAa OT
4acTUTE€ Ha JAMCEepTalisATa € HallbJIHO 3aBbpIIEHA MW CaMOCTOSITEIHA, KOETO JaBa



BB3MOYKHOCT J]a C€ Mpocienu LAJIOCTHATa IpobiemaTtuka Ha u3cienBaHeTo. [lomyuenure
HAy4YHO-TIPWJIOKHU PE3YITATH B AUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ CE€ ChABPKAT B YBOJA U TPUTE IVIABH
Ha pa3paboTkara.

> B nmbpBa riaaBa Ha JUCEpTAlMOHHUS TPYJ Ca HallpaBEHW TEPMHUHOJIOITMYHU
YTOYHEHHS Ha MOHATHETO Xa3apTeH Typu3bM. Ha ocHOBaTa Ha GOpMyIMPOBKH Ha YTBBPJACHU
MMEHA B Ta3u Hay4yHa O0JIaCT, AUCEPTAHTHT € M3BeJl COOCTBEHO OMpeEAETICHHE 3a Xa3apTeH
TYpU3bM, KOETO TNpueMaMe 3a abCOJIIOTHO peleBaHTHO. M3cienBaHa e B3aMMOBpB3KaTa
MEXy Ka3sMHO Typu3Ma M pPa3BUTUETO Ha JecTHMHauuure. JlUCKyTHpaHa € poJiAiTa Ha
Xa3apTHHA TYpU3bM 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha TypuUcTHYecKara uHaycrpus. Pasrmemanum ca
¢bakTopure Ha roOanu3alnus B TypuU3Ma, KaTO M OCHOBHHMTE TEHJICHLMU M WHOBALUU B
Pa3BUTHETO Ha Xa3apTHAaTa JIeCTUHALIMS.

3a uenuTe Ha aHaJIM3a Ha HAYYHOTO M3CIJIE/IBaHE U C L€ pa3saCHABaHE Ha IpeaMeTa Ha
JMCEPTAllMOHHUS TPyl BbB BTOpHU Maparpad Ha AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPY[ € pasriie/laHa poJisiTa
Ha Xa3apTHUS TYpU3bM 3a Pa3BUTUETO Ha TypucTtuuyeckata uHayctpus. llpencraBenu ca
WHCTPYMEHTHTE, IIOCPEICTBOM KOWTO WIPATHHUAT OW3HEC MOXKE J1a BIHSIEC BBPXY
IIPUBJIEKATEIHOCTTA HA JECTUHALMHUTE. AKLEHT € IOCTABEH BBbPXY XAPAKTEPUCTHKUTE Ha
Xa3apTHaTa UHAYCTPHUs, KOUTO BIMAAT IO3UTUBHO BbPXY Pa3BUTUETO HA TYPU3MA.

B Tperus maparpad Ha mbpBa IJaBa Ha JAMCEPTALMOHHMS TPYA Ca IPEICTaBEHU
¢dakTopuTe, KOMTO OKa3BaT BIMSHHE BBPXY PA3BUTHUETO Ha Xa3apTHUS TypuU3bM B
JNECTUHALUUTE. AKUEHTHUPAHO € BbpXYy 3HAYEHHETO Ha JWTUTalHAaTa TpaHchopMarusl.
W3cnenBann ca MHOBAaTMBHUTE AacleKTH Ha XaszapTHaTa uHAycTtpus. [IpencraBenu ca
rJ1I00aJTHU TEHJIEHIIUN B Pa3BUTHETO HA Xa3apTHUTE I€CTUHALUH.

> Bropa rnaBa Ha aucepTallMOHHUS TPy TpeTHpa aHalW3a U OIEHKaTa Ha
Xa3apTHUS TypU3bM BBB BOJEIIM JecTHHanuM B cBera U bobarapus. IlpencraBenu ca
METOJIMKATa U HHCTPYMEHTAPUYMBT 32 IIPOBEKJAHE HA NIPOYUYBAHETO, OCHIIECTBEHO B TPETa
rnaBa. B mbpBHM maparpad BHMMaHHETO € HACOYEHO KbM KOHKYpPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha
Xa3apTHUSA TypuU3bM BBB BOJCIIM JECTHHALMU B cBeTa. HampaBeH € aHaiM3 M OLEHKA Ha
TAXHOTO pa3BUTHE B AMepuka, Kuraii u Esporna.

Bropust naparpad Ha Hacrosiata rjlaBa aHaIU3Upa B JAE€TalIM Xa3apTHUS TypU3bM
B bparapus, kato e HampaBeHa 00111a XapaKTepUCTHKA Ha Xa3apTHATa UHIYCTPHS B CTpaHaTa.
[IpoydeHo e chCTOSHUETO Ha UrpaIHus OM3HEC B CTpaHaTa 3a MOCIEAHUTE TOJUHH.

He Ha mocnenHo MSCTO 1O 3HAUMMOCT, BbB BTOpA IJ1aBa ca MPeaaoKeHH METOIMKA 1
MHCTPYMEHTapuyM 3a IPOBEKJaHE Ha NPOYYBAHETO B Tpera riaBa. [locTaBeH € akLeHT
BbPXY METOJMKaTa Ha aHKETHOTO IMpOy4YyBaHe M  JIBJIOOYMHHUTE  MHTEPBIOTA.
N3cnenoBaTecKusAT UHTEPEC € HACOUEH KbM KPUTEPUUTE, I10KA3aTEIUTE U OrPaHUYEHUATA
Ha EMIIMPUYHOTO wu3ciensaHe. IlpencraBeHa € TexHoJorusATa 3a NPOBEXKAAHE HaA
KOMIUIEKCHOTO €MIIUPUYHO H3Cle[BaHe M METOAMTE 3a aHAU3 U OIICHKa Ha TOJy4YeHUTe
pe3yJiTaTi.

> [IpakTueckara MPUIOKUMOCT Ha Pa3rieaHUTE TEOPETUYHU MOCTAHOBKHU B
I'bpBa M BTOpa TIJlaBa ca WIIOCTPUpPAHU B TpeTa IJaBa Ha TUCEPTAlMOHHUS TpyHd. Ts
IIpe/ICTaBsl Bb3MOXKHOCTUTE 3a Pa3BUTHE HA Xa3apTHUS TYPU3bM B iecTUHALMSA bbirapus.



BHHMaHHETO € HACOYEHO KBM pE3yJNTAaTUTE OT AaHKETHOTO IIPOyYBaHE W
IbJIOOYMHHUTE UHTEPBIOTA. AKILEHT € I0CTaBEH BbPXY pa3pabOTEeHUs MOJEI 3a pa3BUTHE HA
Xa3apTHHUA Typu3bM B bbirapus ype3 NpuIaraHeTo Ha IIOJIMTHKA 3a OTTOBOPEH Xa3apr.
ABTOPBT € OTKPOMJI HACOKH U IIPETIOPBKHU 38 PA3BUTHETO HA Xa3apTHUS Typu3bM B bbirapus
Bb3 OCHOBA Ha IIPOBEJCHOTO U3CIICABAHE B JUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPY .

I'open3noxkeHOTO B HACTOSILATA TOYKA OT CTAHOBUILETO MU, [I03BOJISABA C yOEIEHOCT
Ja TBBPASA, Y€ TPUTE XUIOTE3W, (OpPMYJIHMpaHH B YBOAA Ha TUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYyHd, ca
HaI'bJIHO TIOCTUTHATH W JOKa3aHW. PesynraTtute OT NpeacTaBeHUs AMCEPTALMOHEH TPY.
70Ka3BaT (opMyJHpaHaTa Te3a, Y€ Xa3apTHUAT TYpPU3bM OKa3Ba IMOJIOKUTEJIHO BIUSHHUE
BbPXY Pa3BUTHETO Ha JECTHMHALMUTE. B TpuTe Ii1aBM Ha JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPy Ca HAJIMIIC
aBTOPOBU CHKJCHMS, KOHCTATAallMM M aHaJIU3U, KOETO IpujaBa Ha pa3paboTkara HaydeH U
Hay4HO-TIPUJIOKEH XapaKTep.

4, Ouemca HA HAYYHHUTEC U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHA ITPUHOCHA
Ilo name MHCHHUC, B AuCCPTAlUATa CC OTKpPOABAT CJICAHUTC HAYYHU W HAYYHO-
IIPUII0KHU IIPUHOCH:

> Ha 6a3aTta Ha u3non3BaHUTE JUTEPATYPHU U3TOYHULIM OT YTBBPACHU HAyUYHU
U3CJIeI0BaTeNH, € U3BeJIeHa aBTOPOBA Ae(PUHUIUSA 32 CHIIHOCTTA HA Xa3apTHUSI TYPU3bM.

> AHanusupaH € NOTEHIHATBT HA Xa3apTHUSA TypU3bM BbB BOZACIIU ACCTUHALUU
B cBeTa U buirapus.

> [Ipemioxken e aBTOpOB MOJEIN 3a Pa3BUTHE HA Xa3apTHUA TypU3bM B bearapus
Ype3 NIPUJIaraHe Ha MOJIMTUKA 32 OTTOBOPEH Xa3apT.

> [Ipoyuyenn ca rnoOanHUTE TEHIACHIMM B pa3BUTUETO HA Xa3apTHUTE
JECTUHALUU.

> DopMynHMpaHy ca HACOKH U MPENOPBKHU 32 Pa3BUTUETO HA Xa3apTHUS TYPU3BM
B bbarapus.

5. OueHka Ha NyOJMKAIMUTE N0 JHCEPTANMATA

Hoxropant JIrobomupa ['eopruesa e npeacTaBuia 9 (1eBer) myoiuKanuyd B 00J1acTra
Ha AUCCPTAIUOHHHUA TPy, BCUYKHU OT KOWUTO Ca MU3JIC3JIM OT IICYaT. Benukn HY6J'H/IKaHI/II/I ca
II0 TEMAaTa Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHUSA TPYyA U MO CHIICCTBO MPCACTABIABAT OTACIHN HEIOBU YaCTH,
IMOCBCTCHU Ha pa3IMYHU ACIICKTHU Ha AUCCPTAIUOHHHUA TPYA. Te ca cranamm JOCTOAHUE Ha
HayyHata oOmHocT B U u3BbH YHCC u cChbllecTBEHO MpeBHIIABaT HM3UCKBaHMUATA IO
OTHOIIICHHE Ha MyOIUKaIMuTe, HEOOXOIUMU 3a MPHUCHKIaHe HAa 00pa3oBaTelHAaTa U Hay4Ha
CTENeH ,,JOKTOp .

6. Omnenka Ha aBTOpe(deparTa

ABTopedepaTbT Ha nucepTalnoHHMS Tpyna € B obem oT 50 ctp. Toit e u3rorsen Ha
OBITapCKU W aHTJIMHACKU €3WK, B CHOTBETCTBHE C YCTAHOBEHHUTE M3WCKBAaHUS KbM oOeMa U
ChJIbP)KaHUETO Ha aBTOpedepatuTe. ABTOpedepaThT JaBa TOYHA M IbJIHA MpEACTaBa 3a
ChIBPKAHUETO, CTPYKTypaTa U OCHOBHUTE U3BOJIH, HAIIPAaBEHH B TUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/I.



7. KpuTnyHuU 0ejIe;KKH, MPeNnopbKU U BHIPOCH

OtunTaiiku O€3CHOPHUTE JOCTOMHCTBATa Ha IPEJCTABEHUS AUCEPTALMOHEH TPy,
HSIMaM CBIUIECTBEHHM KPUTHYHH O€JeKKH KbM JOKTOpaHT Jliobomupa I['eoprueBa. bux
npernopbyana, B ObJemara cu HayqHOHU3ClIeIoBaTecka paboTa, TOKTOPAHTHT J1a MPOIBIDKU
Ja u3cienBa OHJIAH (OpMUTE Ha Xa3apTHUS TYPH3bM, C OIJIEeJ, HOBOBB3HUKBAIIUTE
VHOBAaTUBHU JUTMTAJIHUTE TCHACHIIMM B Xa3apTHATA UHYCTPHUSL.

8. 3axiouenue

B 3aknrouenue, ofmara MU OLEHKAa 3a JMCEPTAlMOHHUSA TpPyA Ha JOKTOPAHT
JIro6omupa ['eopruesa I'eoprueBa e CUIIHO MoNIOKUTENHA. [IpeacTaBeHUAIT 3a pelieH3upaHe
JUCEPTALIMOHEH TPYX ,,BB3MOKHOCTM 3a pa3BUTHME Ha Xa3apTeH Typu3bM B beiarapusa
IIPEACTABIISIBA IJIOCTHO, OPUIMHAJIHO HAay4YHO M HAay4YHO-IIPUJIOKHO M3cienBaHe. B Hero
KPUTHYHO Ca MPEICTAaBCHU M AHAIM3UPAHU BAKHHM BBIIPOCH 33 TEOPUATA U IPAKTHKATa Ha
Xa3apTHUA TYypuU3bM U 32 BB3IACHCTBHETO My BBpXy norpedurenure. LlsnoctHoTo
ChAbpXKAHUE, U3BOAUTE U ChIBPXKAIIUTE CE B M3CJIEABAHETO HAYYHU NPUHOCU MM JaBaT
OCHOBaHHME Ja NpernopbuyaM Ha YIECHOBETE Ha YBaXaeMOTO HAYYHO XYpU Ja HPUCHAST
oOpa3oBarenHaTta u HaydHa cteneH ,Joktop” Ha JIKOBOMHWPA TI'EOPI'HEBA
I'EOPI'HEBA - penoBeH AOKTOpaHT B Karezpa ,,JIkoHoMHKa Ha Typusma” KbM (haKkyiaTeT
,JIkoHomuka Ha nH(ppacTpykrypata” Ha YHCC.

07.04.2024 r. Tlommuc: ..o
Codus (mom. n-p Acs Ilanmxkeposa)
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1. Information about the Ph.D. student

The Ph.D. student studied in the doctoral programme of the Department “Economics
of Tourism” in scientific specialty “Economics and Management (Tourism)” in accordance
with the Order of the Rector of UNWE Ne 718/12.03.2021. The study was carried out in
regular form in the period 02.03.2021 — 02.03.2024 under the scientific supervision of Prof.
D.Sc. Tanya Petrova Parusheva.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation

The content of the presented dissertation on the topic: “Possibilities for the
development of gambling tourism in Bulgaria” is a total of 206 pages. The dissertation is
structured in the following parts: a list of tables, figures, and graphics (2 pages), a list of
annexes (1 page), a list of the used abbreviations (1 page), an introduction (7 pages), three



chapters (162 pages), a conclusion (5 pages), a bibliography (11 pages) and 2 annexes (14
pages). The structure of the dissertation is characterized by a very good consistency,
coherence, and logic in the presentation. There is also an excellent balance in the volume of
the three chapters (each consists of 53 pages), as well as between the individual paragraphs.

The choice of the specific topic and the individual motives for the development of
the dissertation which lie on the professional path of the Ph.D. student, are very well
justified. Undoubtedly, the topic is relevant and significant, with an emphasis on the strong
economic influence of the gambling tourism and its crucial role for the success of the
gambling destinations. The object and the subject of the research are correctly defined. The
object of scientific research is the gambling tourism as a specialized type of tourism. For the
subject of the research are accepted the possibilities for development of the gambling
tourism in Bulgaria. Within the dissertation, through a detailed theoretical-methodological
and practical-applied research the goal of the dissertation is achieved which is aimed at
identifying the technologies and the digitalization in the gambling industry and on this basis,
developing a model for development of the gambling tourism in Bulgaria via appliance of
policy for responsible gambling. To achieve this goal, the Ph.D. student defines five
research tasks which she achieves entirely in the individual chapters of the presented
doctoral dissertation. In the dissertation work a thesis is formulated that the gambling
tourism has a positive impact on the development of the destinations. The formulated thesis
is proved and fully argued in the exposition of the work by testing the three hypotheses.
Methodological tools were used to achieve the objectives of the dissertation including the
application of induction and deduction, analysis and synthesis, historical method,
comparative analysis, statistical and descriptive methods, observation method, survey, in-
depth interview method. Basic restrictions have been set. The sources of literature
information are mentioned. The scientific novelty and usefulness of the dissertation is
highlighted.

The bibliography includes a total of 171 modern and up-to-date titles in Cyrillic
(41), Latin (81) and internet sources (49). It supports the in-depth critical analysis of the
researched issues, the clarification of the terminological clarifications and the conceptual
apparatus, especially in the first and second chapters of the dissertation. Throughout the
scientific dissertation, the bibliographic sources have been used in good faith and correctly
by the Ph.D. student which allows to highlight her personal contribution.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientifically applied results

The content of the dissertation gives grounds to point out that the structure on which
it is built allows a fully consistent and logically sound research approach to be applied. In
terms of composition, each of the parts of the dissertation is completely finalized and
independent which makes it possible to trace the overall issues of the study. The obtained
scientific and applied results in the dissertation are contained in the introduction and the three
chapters of the study.



> In the first chapter of the dissertation are made terminological clarifications
of the concept of gambling tourism. Based on the formulations of well-known names in this
scientific field, the dissertation has derived its own definition of gambling tourism which we
consider absolutely relevant. The interaction between gambling tourism and development of
destinations has been studied. The tools by which the gaming business can influence the
attractiveness of destinations are presented. Emphasis is placed on the characteristics of the
gambling industry, which positively influence the development of tourism.

In the third paragraph of the first chapter of the dissertation, the factors that influence
the development of gambling tourism in the destinations are presented. It is focused on the
importance of digital transformation. The innovative aspects of the gambling industry are
explored. Global trends in the development of gambling destinations are presented.

> The second chapter of the dissertation deals with the analysis and assessment
of gambling tourism in leading destinations in the world and in Bulgaria. The methodology
and tools for conducting the study, carried out in the third chapter, are presented. In the first
paragraph, attention is directed to the competitiveness of gambling tourism in leading
destinations in the world. An analysis and assessment of their development in America,
China and Europe has been made.

The second paragraph of this chapter analyzes gambling tourism in Bulgaria in detail,
with a general description of the gambling industry in the country. The state of the gaming
business in the country for recent years has been studied.

Last but not least, the second chapter proposes a methodology and tools for
conducting the study in the third chapter. Emphasis is placed on the methodology of the
survey and in-depth interviews. The research interest is focused on the criteria, indicators,
and limitations of the empirical research. The technology for conducting the complex
empirical research and the methods for analysis and evaluation of the obtained results are
presented.

> The practical applicability of the considered theoretical statements in the first
and second chapters are illustrated in the third chapter of the dissertation. It presents the
opportunities for the development of gambling tourism in Bulgaria.

Attention is focused on the results of the survey and in-depth interviews. Emphasis is
placed on the developed model for the development of the gambling tourism in Bulgaria via
appliance of policy for responsible gambling. The author has highlighted guidelines and
recommendations for the development of gambling tourism in Bulgaria based on the research
conducted in the dissertation.

The above in this point of my opinion allows me confidently to state that the three
hypotheses formulated in the introduction to the dissertation have been fully achieved and
proven. The results of the presented dissertation work prove the formulated thesis that
gambling tourism has a positive impact on the development of destinations. In the three
chapters of the dissertation there are author's judgments, findings and analyzes which gives
the dissertation a scientific feature.



4. Evaluation of the scientific and scientifically applied contributions
According to our opinion, the following scientific and scientifically applied
contributions stand out in the dissertation:

> Based on the bibliographic sources by known researchers, the author's
definition of the term gambling tourism is derived.

> The potential of gambling tourism in leading destinations in the world and in
Bulgaria was analyzed.

> An author's model for the development of gambling tourism in Bulgaria
through the implementation of a responsible gambling policy is proposed.

> Global trends in the development of gambling destinations have been studied.

> Guidelines and recommendations have been formulated for the development

of gambling tourism in Bulgaria.

5. Evaluation of the publications based on the dissertation

Ph.D. student Lyubomira Georgieva has presented 9 (nine) publications in the field of
the dissertation work all of which have been published. All publications are on the topic of
the dissertation and are essentially separate parts of it dedicated to various aspects of the
dissertation. They have become available to the scientific community inside and outside the
University of National and World Economy and significantly exceed the requirements for the
publications required for the award of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract of the dissertation is a total of 50 pages. It is prepared in Bulgarian and
English accordance with the established requirements for the volume and content of the
abstracts. The abstract gives an accurate and complete idea of the content, structure, and
main conclusions of the dissertation.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations, and questions

Considering the indisputable merits of the presented dissertation work, | have no
significant critical remarks towards Ph.D. student Ljubomira Georgieva. | would recommend
that, in her future research work, the Ph.D. student continues to explore online forms of
gambling tourism, in view of emerging innovative digital trends in the gambling industry.

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, my overall assessment of the dissertation of Ph.D. student Lyubomira
Georgieva Georgieva is very positive. The dissertation presented for review on the topic:
“Possibilities for the development of gambling tourism in Bulgaria” is a comprehensive,
original scientific and applied research. It critically presents and analyzes important issues
about the theory and practice of gambling tourism and its impact on the customers. The
overall content, conclusions and scientific contributions contained in the study give me



reason to recommend to the members of the Distinguished Scientific Jury to award the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor” of LYUBOMIRA GEORGIEVA
GEORGIEVA - regular Ph.D. student at the Department of “Economics of Tourism” to
Faculty “Economics of Infrastructure” of UNWE.

07.04.2024 Signature: ...
Sofia (Associate Professor Dr. Asya Pandzherova)
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