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Reason for presenting the review: Participation in the composition of the 

scientific jury for the defense of the dissertation according to Order № 796/ 

21.03.2024 of the Rector of UNWE.  

Author of the dissertation: Sevastyan Alexandrov Stavriyev 

Dissertation topic: Approaches to increase the economic efficiency of the 

transport system of the city of Sofia 

1. Information about the doctoral student  

The dissertant was trained in a doctoral program at the Department of 

Economics of Transport and Energy of the UNWE in the scientific specialty 

"Economics and Management (Transport)", according to the Order of the 

Deputy Rector of the UNWE Order № 1029/17.04.2019. The training was 

carried out in full-time form in the period 2019-2024. 

At present, the dissertant works at Stolichny Autotransport EAD, and 

since 2017 he has held the position of Logistics Expert. During his studies in 

the PhD programme the dissertant has successfully passed all examinations.  

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation 

The dissertation on "Approaches to Increasing the Economic 

Efficiency of the Transport System of Sofia" has a volume of 238 pages, 

which include a table of contents, introduction, three chapters, conclusion, 

scientific contributions and literature used. The text includes 67 tables and 

48 figures. The structure of the thesis is presented in an introduction, three 

chapters and a conclusion. Each chapter ends with conclusions. In terms of 

length and structure, the dissertation fully conforms to generally accepted 

standards. The author has clearly formulated the relevance of the topic, aims, 

object, objectives and limitations of the dissertation. The content 
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corresponds to the title. 

The presented dissertation is devoted to a topical and significant 

problem related to the study of opportunities for increasing the economic 

efficiency of the transport system in the city of Sofia. 

In the introduction of the dissertation the topicality is defined, the 

dissertation object is the transport system of the city of Sofia, and the 

possible approaches to increase the economic efficiency of the transport 

system of the city of Sofia is the subject of the research. The main objective 

of the research related to the need to investigate new approaches to increase 

the economic efficiency of the transport system of the city of Sofia, taking 

specific measures to achieve it. The following describes the tasks to fulfill 

the dissertation objective as well as the research methodology. 

Based on the formulated aim, objectives, object and subject of the 

research, the dissertation is structured in terms of structure and content. 

In the dissertation it is defended that by applying innovative solutions 

in the overall organization of the transport system of Sofia, and not only of 

its individual elements, economic efficiency will be achieved and the 

transport service of the population will be improved. The application of 

innovative approaches will increase the attractiveness of public transport in 

Sofia. 

The first chapter of the dissertation presents the essence, theoretical 

and methodological characteristics of the transport system of the city of 

Sofia and different approaches to increase economic efficiency are 

discussed. A review of transport systems, their nature and types, as well as 

the structure of urban transport systems is presented in turn. Different 

policies for managing EU and Bulgarian transport systems are examined 

using a deductive method. A methodological framework of the factors 

influencing the economic efficiency of the urban transport system is 

developed. 

In chapter two, an overview of the development of the transport 

system of the city of Sofia is given.  The approaches having a major role on 

increasing the economic efficiency and improving the urban mobility are 

analyzed and a statistical analysis of the factors influencing the transport 

system of Sofia city is made. In the third chapter the guidelines for 

increasing the economic efficiency of the transport system of the city of 

Sofia are presented.  In the conclusion the author presents the results 

achieved in the dissertation and the fulfilment of the set aim and objectives. 

The bibliographic list used in the thesis includes a total of 83 titles in 

Bulgarian and English. The references used are correctly cited in footnotes 

and in the main text of the thesis. 

In terms of volume, structure, scientific methods used, conclusions 

reached and generalizations, the dissertation fully meets the scientific 

requirements for the preparation of a doctoral dissertation. 
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3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied 

results  

Based on an in-depth analysis of existing theoretical propositions, the 

dissertation proves that through the implementation of new technologies in 

means of transport and the development of rolling stock and adjacent 

transport infrastructure, commuters' preferences can be changed. Taking and 

a model for a smart transport system is proposed based on the example of 

Sydney, Australia, which would lead to a reduction in operating costs, 

congestion and the risk of traffic accidents. 

4. Assessment of the scientific and scientific-applied contributions 

The scientific contributions made correspond to the text and are 

evidence of the conclusions reached by the dissertation. 

5. Assessment of the publications on the topic of the dissertation 

The submitted publications of the dissertant meet the requirements in 

terms of number and content, all of them are related to the topic of the 

scientific work. The publications are relevant and meet the requirements. 

6. Evaluation of the abstract (autoreferat) 

The abstract of the dissertation is formatted according to the 

requirements, duly reflecting the main elements of the scientific work and 

giving an idea of the objectives of the scientific research, the methods and 

approaches used, as well as the results achieved. 

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions 

The overall impression of the thesis is positive. With a view to future 

scientific developments of the dissertant, I recommend approbation and 

continued application of the above conclusions and the proposed approaches 

and models. 

8. Conclusion 

The dissertation contains scientific and applied results that meet the 

requirements of the Academic Staff Development Act and its implementing 

regulations. The achieved results comply with the requirements of the 

Regulations for Admission and Training of Doctoral Students at the UNWE. 

Due to the above, I give my positive assessment of the conducted 

research and propose the Honorable Scientific Jury to award the degree of 

Doctor of Education and Science to Sevastyan Alexandrov Stavriyev in the 

scientific specialty "Economics and Management (Transport)". 
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