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1096/16.04.2024 2. na Pexmopa na YHCC.

1. NUndopmanus 3a 1ucepTanTa

JlucepTanThT ce € oOydaBan MO JOKTOpPCKa mporpama ,,HakazaTemHo
npaBo“ KbM Karenpa ,HakazarenHonpaBHu Hayku“ Ha HOpuandeckus
dakynrer Ha YHCC karto 3a109€H TOKTOpAHT Ha 00yueHue, (MHAHCUPAHO OT
IbprKaBarta, Mo Hay4YHa CHEIUATHOCT ,,HakazaremHo mpaBo®, cbriacHoO 3aroBey
Ha 3am.-pektopa mo HUJ[ ma YHCC Ne 1036/08.05.2020 r. u 3amoBenm Ne
2736/17.10.2023 r. OOy4eHHETO € OCBIISCTBEHO B 3aa0uHa ¢opma Tpe3
nepuona 2020 — 2024 r.

JlucepTaHThT € TOJYYHJI BHUCIIETO CH IOPUAMYECKO 00pa3oBaHHE B
Opunnueckust gaxynrer na YHCC. Ot 2017 r. e maructsp no mnpaso. B



nepuona 2016 — 2019 r. e paboTHiI KATO TEXHUYECKH CHTPYAHHUK B HOTapuaIHa
kantopa. Ot 2023 r. u 10 MOMeHTa € chaeOeH momomHuK B HakazaremHo
ornenenue Ha Coduiicku pailoHeH cbia. MHTepecute My ca NPEAMMHO B
o0J1acTTa Ha HaKa3aTEIHOTO IIPABO.

2. O0ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA MpeICTABEHUs JUCEPTANMOHEH TPY/

JucepraunoHHUAT Tpyn Ha pokropanta Cnac Kpymos IlanaiioToB
Ipe/ICTaBIIIBa OPUTHHAIIHO, 33]IBJIOOYEHO U CUCTEMHO H3CIE[BaHEe, KOETO UMa
HE CaMO Hay4YHO, HO M IPaKTHYECKO 3HayeHHe. [[elCTBUTEIHO, BBIIPOCHTE,
CBBP3aHU C OTHEMAHETO Ha BELIW B I0JI3a HA JbprKaBara ca OWIM MpeaIMeT Ha
Hay4HH JUCKYCHH B OBJIrapcKaTa HaKa3aTeIHONpPaBHA TEOPHUs, HO JOKTOPAHTHT
pasriexaa npoOiemMaTuKaTa OT pa3juyeH 3pHUTENIEH BbI'bJ, KaTo s o0XBalla B
ISJIOCTHO MOHOTpaUyHO M3CIEABaHE, B KOETO akTyajgHaTa ypenda Ha
OTHEMAaHETO Ha BEIIM B M0JI3a Ha JbpKaBaTa € M3CielBaHa B KOHTEKCTa Ha
IpaBoOTO Ha EBporenckus cbro3 U nmpakTukara Ha Cbaa Ha EBponelickus cbro3
n EBpornelickus cb1 110 mpaBaTa Ha YoBeKa. M3cimenBaneTo € akTyaiHo.

AKTyaqHOCTTa Ha M3CJIEIBAHETO MPOM3THUYA OCBEH OT 3HAYMMOCTTAa Ha
MHCTUTYTa Ha OTHEMaHE Ha UMYILECTBO B I10J13a Ha Abp)KaBaTa, KaTo crocod Ja
HE ce JOIycKa 00JIaro/IeTeICTBaHe OT MPeCThIIHA JIEHHOCT, OLIe U OT TOBA, 4e
pazBuTMeTO Ha IpaBoto Ha EC Hamara CepHO3HO IIPEOCMHCIISIHE,
OCBBPEMEHSIBAHE, JONBJIBAHE U YCHBBPLICHCTBAHE HA MHCTUTYTA, 3a KAKBOTO,
0e3 CbMHEHUE, 111e AOIPUHECE U3CIIEABAHETO.

JlucepTalMOHHUAT TPYJ C€ ChbCTOU OT YBOJI, TPU IJIABU U 3aKIHOUYEHUE C
o611 0o6em ot 186 ctpanunu. IIspBara rj1aBa € MocBeTeHAa Ha U3SICHSIBAHE Ha
CBIIIHOCTTa HAa MHCTUTyTa HAa OTHEMAHETO HAa HMYIIECTBO B IOJ3a Ha
IbpKaBaTa U OTTpaHUYaBaHE HA TO3M OT APYTH CXOJHM NMPABHU MHCTUTYTH. B
rjlaBa BTOpa JHUCEPTAaHTHT € pasriienal C HyXHaTa MPEeuUu3HOCT U
3a1bJ00YEHOCT M3TOYHULUTE Ha MEXKIYHAPOAHOTO NPaBO M MPAaBOTO Ha
EBporneiickus cbto3 B 00JacTTa Ha OTHEMAHETO Ha MUMYILECTBO, MPUAOOUTO OT
npecTbliHA JeHHOCT W € (QopMmynupan H3BOAM IO OTHOUIGHHE Ha
HEOOXOAMMOCTTa OT U3MEHEHHE Ha JIEHCTBAIIOTO OBJIrapcKo 3aKOHOJATEJICTBO
B oOnactra. B rmaBa Tpera OT HU3JI0KEHUETO, IUCEPTAHTHT € WU3SICHUI
ChOTHOILIEHUETO MEXAY OTHEMaHETO HAa UMYIIECTBO Mo peaa Ha wi. 53 ot HK u
ApYTUTE MEXaHW3MH 32 OTHEMaHe Ha MMYIIECTBO, MPEABUACHU B OBITapcKOTO
3akoHogatenctso — B 30HIIN u B 3AHH. B 3akntoueHueTo ca HampaBeHU U
cboTBeTHHU ipeoxkenus de lege ferenda.

CnpaBkaTa 3a JUTEpATypHUTE HM3TOUYHHUIM ChIbpka 96 3ariiaBus Ha
OBJITAPCKU U PYCKU €3WK; OCIEKKUTE 01 IUHUS ca 275 Ha OpOi; IIUTUpaHUATA



ca KOpeKTHU. Meroaukara Ha u3cienBaHe € akryaiaHa. CTHIBT Ha IOKTOpaHTa
e 100Bp, OopaBu ce 100pe ¢ HaKa3aTeTHOMIpaBHATA TEPMUHOJIOTHUSI.

3. OueHka Ha MOJy4YeHUTe HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yaTaTH

C u3cnenBaHeTo ca MOCTUTHATH 3HAUMMU HAyYHU U HAayYHO-TIPUIIOKHU
pesynrati. OOEKT Ha MU3ciIeABaHEe € UHCTUTYThT HAa OTHEMAaHE Ha BEIIH, KOUTO
ca OWUJIM MPEAMET U CPEICTBO HA MPECTHIUIEHUETO, BKIIFOUUTEIHO U B CIIy4auTe,
KOTaTo MNPUTEKABAaHETO UM € 3a0paHEHO, KaKTO M OTHEMaHETO Ha obJjarara,
npuaoOuTa upe3 MpecThIUIEHUE, perijaMeHTHpaH B HopMaTa Ha ui. 53 ot HK.
Te3u BBIpPOCH Cca U3SICHEHU ¢ HAYYHATA 33 {bJIO0YEHOCT U IPELU3HOCT.

ToepcenusaTa Ha qucepTaHTa B 00J1acTTa HA HAyYHUS aHAJIU3 Ca JOBEIU 10
(dopMynrpaHe Ha NMPAaBHO3HAYMMHU M HAyYHO OOOCHOBAHM TE€3HU IO BBIPOCUTE
Ha JUCEpPTAllMOHHMS TpPyJ W CBOTBETHUTE HA TOBa MPEIIOKEHUS 3a
YCBBBPIIEHCTBAHE HA 3aKOHOJIATEJICTBOTO.

Metononorusta Ha U3CIEIBAHETO € aKTyalHa W € JOBEJa O MPaBUIIHU
HAay4YHH W HAYYHO — MpPaKTHUYECKH pe3ynrartd. M3mon3eanu ca HabmroneHue,
ONMCAaHUE, CPABHEHUE,; METOBT HA HAYYHUS AHAIN3 U CUHTE3;UHAYKTUBHHUAT U
NEAYKTUBHUAT METOJ; CPaBHUTEIHOINPABEH, HCTOPUYECKH U  JIOTUKO-
IOPUINYECKH METO/IH.

IlocTaBeHHTE OT TOKTOPAHTA LIEJIU U 33]a49H CA U3I'BJIIHECHH.

JIMCepTalMOHHUAT TPy CHOTBETCTBA Ha HOPMAaTUBHUTE W3UCKBAHMS U
KaTo KayecTBO YAOBJETBOpsBAa H3UCKBaHMATAa 3a npugobuBane Ha OHC
,JokTop“. He ca pgomycnatm nHapymenus Ha 3PACPDL u IlpaBunnuka 3a
MPUJIAraHETO MY.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIO0KHHM IPHUHOCH

JlucepTalluOHHUAT  TPYyJ  TpEeACTaBlisiBa  O€3CHOpPeH  MNPUHOC B
HaKa3aTeJIHONpaBHAaTa TEOPHSI.

AJIMHUpALINM 3aCITy’aBaT CEPUO3HUTE YCHUIINS, TTOJIOKEHU OT JIOKTOPAHTA,
3a M3ACHSIBAHE HA IIpaBHATa CHIIHOCT HA MHCTUTYTa Ha OTHEMAHETO Ha
UMYIIECTBa, MPUAOOUTH OT MPECThIIHA JIEWHOCT, B TOJI3a Ha JbpKaBara M 3a
OTTPAHUYABAHETO MYy OT JPYTH, CXOJHU MPAaBHU UHCTUTYTH, MEXIY KOUTO B
TEOPUSTA, a U B IPAKTUKATA MOXKE Jla C€ IONMyCHE CMECBAHE.

Ot 3HaueHWE € U3ACHSIBAHETO HA MPEANOCTABKUTE MPU OTHEMAHETO Ha
npeaMera, CpeACTBOTO W NPUAOOUTOTO OT TPECTHIUICHHETO IO cera
JelcTBaliaTa HallMOHaJIHA ypeada; aHalu3bT Ha MPOTHUBOpPEUMBATA MPAKTUKA
MO MPHUJI0KEHUETO Ha 3aKOHA U HAOESI3BaHETO HA KOHKPETHU HACOKHU, B KOUTO
OBJITApCKOTO HAaKa3aTEIHO 3aKOHOJIATEJICTBO CJIe/IBa Ja MPEThPIU W3MEHEHHUE.



B Ta3u Hacoka TpyabT mie Ob1e OT TOISIMO 3HAYCHHE KAaKTO 33 3aKOHOJATENs,
TaKa U 3a MpaBOIPUIIOKUTENINTE. be3 chbMHEHHE 3a 1300pa Ha TeMa U 3a OlLICHKA
Ha TPYAHOCTUTE TIPH MpHJIaraHe Ha OOCHKIAHUS MHCTUTYT, KOUTO C€ HYXIAsAT
OT IOKTPUHEPEH OTTOBOP, TUCEPTAHTHT € OWII CEPUO3HO yJIECHEH OT JEHHOCTTA
cu kato cbiaeden nomomuuk B CPC — HO u pabGortata My mo rojsim Opoit
HAKa3aTeJIHH JIeNIa.

Ilenen mpuHOC MMa aBTOPBT MPU CUCTEMATHU3UPAHE HA NPHIOKUMUTE
aKTOBE OT MEXKJIYHAapOJHOTO IPaBO M MPaBOTO Ha EBpomeickusi cbro3 B
o0JacTTa Ha OTHEMAHETO Ha 00JIaruTe, MPUIOOUTH OT MPECThIIHA JEHHOCT U 3a
aHaim3 Ha npaktukata Ha CEC u ECITY. B Tazu my 4acT M3CJIEABAHETO IIE
CIIOMOTHE MHOT'O Ha 3aKOHOJATEJNsl TP OCHbBPEMEHSIBAHE U YCHBBPIIICHCTBAHE
Ha UHCTUTYTa B KOHTEKCTA Ha JOOPUTE €BPONEUCKU MPAKTUKU U MU3UCKBAHUSATA,
3QJIETHAJIA B U3TOYHULIMTE Ha MpaBoTo Ha EC.

N3cnenBanero € 1HEeHHO W C aHajdu3a Ha peaulla BBIPOCH, KOUTO C€
MOCTAaBST MPHU U3ACHIBAHE HA ChOTHOIIEHUETO Ha OTHEMAHETO Ha UMYIIIECTBA B
Moj3a Ha JbpKaBaTa Bb3 OCHOBAa Ha pa3iMYHU HOPMATHUBHU akToBe. Te3u
BBIIPOCHU Ca U3ACHEHU C HY)KHATa MPELU3HOCT, ACTAMIHOCT U IbJI00YMHA, KAaTO
ca W3BEJCHUM OCHOBHUTE TMPOOJIEMHU TIpe MPaBONPUIIOKUTEIUTE U ca
HallpaBEHU TMPEJIOKEHUSI 3a OCHBPEMEHSBAHE U YCHBBPIICHCTBAHE Ha
NEUCTBAIIUS PETJIAMEHT.

OT Ba)XHO HAYYHO-TIPWJIOKHO 3HAYEHUE 1IE CE SIBH TPYABT B YaCTTa MY, B
KOSITO aBTOPBT € opMyJMpal U Hikou npeiokenus de lege ferenda, xouto ¢
YMECTHO Ja ObJaT MOIOKEHH Ha IIMpOoKa JAUCKycus. Pa3bupa ce, He BCUYKHU
OT HANpaBEHUTE TMPEJJIOKEHUST Ouxa Morjau Aa ObaaT CIHOACICHU, HO €
MPENOPHUUTEIIHO Ja ObIAT TUCKYTUPAHHU.

YOeneno Moxxe Ja ce TBBPAM, Y€ JAUCEPTAHTHT € KOHIICHTPUpAI
HaydyHUTE€ CH TBpPCEHHMsI B o00JlacTTa Ha akTyajgHata nOpoOjeMaThka Ha
OTHEMAHETO Ha MMYIIECTBO B MOJI3a Ha JbprKaBaTa, KOATO HE € Ouia mpeaMeT
Ha aKTyaJIHO LSUIOCTHO, UHTEPAUCIUIIIMHAPHO, CUCTEMATHYHO MOHOTPa(UIHO
u3clie/IBaHe B MOCIEAHUTE FOJIMHUA B ObJrapckaTa HaKa3aTeTHOTIPaBHA TEOPHS.
OTTYyK W U3BOABT, Y€ U3CIEABAHETO € aKTyaJdHO W OM MOTJIO Ja JIONpPHHECE
CBIIECTBEHO 32 Pa3BUTUETO HA HaKa3aTeJIHONpaBHATa TEOpUs U 3a
IPaBOINPUIIATAHETO.

Haydnara paboTa Ha qucepTaHTa HEABYCMHUCIICHO COYH, Y€ JOKTOPAHTHT
Ce OTIMYaBa ChC CIHOCOOHOCT Ja W3CJelBa BCECTPAHHO U 3aIBIOOYECHO
HaKa3aTeJIHOMpaBHa MpoOjeMaTHKa, WMa OOoraTh TEOPETUYHU TO3HAHUS B
o0jacTTa Ha HaKa3aTeIHOTO NPaBO; JEMOHCTpHUpA, Y€ MOXKe Ja padoTH ¢
rojleMd MacuBU OT HUH(OpManus, OT KOUTO € crocoOeH naa dopmynupa
pEeJIeBaHTHU HAyYHU U3BO/IU.



5. Ounenka Ha MyOJUKALMHUTE 1O JUCEPTANMUATA

I[To Temara Ha [AHWCEPTAIMOHHUS TPYyHA JOKTOPAHTHT HMa TpU
myOJMUKaIMy, KOWTO TIPEICTaBIIsABAT O€3ClOopeH NpWHOC B Haykarta: 1.
[TanaiiotoB, C. ,I'paxknaHckara KOHPUCKAIMI“ U OTHEMAHETO HAa HE3aKOHHO
npUA0OMTO UMYIIECTBO MO wi. 53 oT HakazaTenaHus KoJIeKC B CBETJIMHATA Ha
MOCJIETHUTE 3aKOHOBH mnpomeHu” — B: COOpHHMK C [dOKJIagu OT HaydHa
KoH(pepeHuss Ha Tema ,llpenu3BUKaTencTBa Mpeja MPABHOTO PETyJIHMpaHE B
boerarapusa®, nmposenena na 31.10.2023 r.; 2. IlanaiiotoB, C. Pa3Butue Ha
MHCTUTYTa Ha OTHEMaHE Ha MMYILECTBO B OBJITrapcKOTO 3aKOHOJATEJICTBO U
MPHJIOKEHNETO Ha mpuHIHmIa ,,Non bis in idem* — B: cn. busnec u npaso, Op. 4
ot 2021 r., ctp. 31 — 53; 3. IlanaiioToB, Cnac. HoBute momoxxenus B 4. 53 ot
Haka3aTe’aHus Kojaekc Ha PenyOnuka bearapus — B: COOpHUK C TOKIagu OT
HayyHa KoHpepeHius, npoBeaeHa Ha 12 noemBpu 2020 r. B YHCC, T1. Il
AKTyaJlHM TpoOjieMd Ha NyOJUYHOTO M HAKA3aTEIIHOTO MpPaBo. AKTyaJHHU
npobaemu Ha uctopudeckure, UK YHCC, ctp. 337 — 345.

Ceoiute npencTaBisiBaT 0€3CNOPEeH MPUHOC B HAyKaTa.

[IpeacraBenuTe MyONIMKaAIMK B KOJMYECTBEHO U KaU€CTBEHO OTHOIICHHE
U3IBJIHSABAT MUHUMAJTHUTE HAIMOHAIHM W3MCKBAaHUS 3a TNpodecruoHaTHO
Harnpasienue 3.6 IlpaBo, cerinmacHo 3PACPB, u otroBapar Ha ycioBusara 3a
3aemane Ha OHC ,pokrtop®, cbrinacHo IlpaBunHMKa 3a MpuaraHeTo Ha
3PACPbB u ponwiaurennure n3ucksanus Ha YHCC.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTOpedepaTbT OTroBapss Ha HM3UCKBAHUATA KbM ChABPKAHUETO MY,
CBOTBETCTBA HA CTPYKTYpaTa M ChIABPKAHUETO HA IUCEPTALMITA, MPEAOCTABS
SICHO M TOYHO PE3IOME Ha AUCEPTAUUOHHUSA TPYA.

7. KputuuHu 0e/ie:KKH, NPeNnopbKU U BbIPOCH

PaGorata Ou Owna gooborareHa, B cCiy4yall 4e TUCEPTAHTHT HU3SICHU
CHOTHOIICHUETO MEXITY OTHEMAHETO Ha MMYIIECTBO B I0JI3a HA AbprKaBara 1o
pena Ha wi. 53 or HK m oTHemaneTro Ha mpsikata WM HEMpska oOarara,
MpUA0OUTA OT FOPHUINYECKO JIUIE, KOETO C€ € 000TaTUiIo Uiu OM MOTJO Jia ce
oboratu OT U3BBPIIIEHO MPECTHILICHUE, TI0 peaa Ha 1. 83a, ain. 6 ot 3AHH.

8. 3akaoueHue



B 3akmiouenune, umaiiku MpeaBHUIl M3JIO0KEHHUTE MO-TOpPE ChOOpaKeHHUs,
JlaBaM IOJIOKUTETHA OLICHKA HA IPEICTaBEHMS 32 3allUTa TUCEPTAMOHEH TPy
Ha aucepranta Cmac KpymoB IlanaiioToB Ha Tema ,,OTHEMaHe B IoJi3a Ha
IbpKaBaTa Ha UMYIIECTBO, IPUAOOUTO OT IPECTHIIHA JEHHOCT.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPy OTroBaps Ha M3WCKBAHMATA Ha Wi. 6, an. 3 OT
3akoHa 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha akaJeMU4HHs chcTaB B PenyOnuka bviarapus u Ha
yi. 27, an. 2 ot llpaBunnuka 3a npunarane Ha 3PACPDB 3a nmonmydaBaHe Ha
oOpa3oBarenHaTa M Hay4Ha CTEIEH ,JJOKTOP®, MOpaad KOETO MpejjiaraM Ha
yBaKa€MOTO HAy4HO Xypu Aa ObJe MpUCHACHA 0oOpa3oBareiHaTa M Hay4yHa
CTeIleH ,,J0KTOp * B HayyHa objacT 3. ColuaiHu, CTONAHCKH U TPaBHU HAYKH ',
npodecuoHanHo  HampaBieHue ,,3.6 [IpaBo®, HaydyHa cheuuagHOCT
,HakazaremnHo npaBo* Ha Criac KpymoB IlanaitoTos.

17.05.2024 1.
rp. Codus [Mogmuc: .....cooovvvvvviiiiinn....
(mou. n-p Panuma Mnkosa)
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OPINION

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ralitsa Yankova Ilkova Petkova, Associate Professor of
Professional Field 3.6 Law, Scientific Specialty "Criminal Law" at the Law
Faculty of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" Kliment Ohridski

Subject: dissertation on awarding educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in
professional field 3.6 Law, Doctoral Program in Criminal Law at the UNWE

Author of the dissertation: Spas Krumov Panayotov — part-time doctoral
student at the Department of Criminal Law Sciences at the Law Faculty of
UNWE

Topic of the dissertation: "Forfeiture in favor of the state of property acquired
from criminal activity"

Grounds for presenting the opinion: participation in the members of the
scientific jury on the defense of the dissertation in accordance with Order No
1096/16.04.2024 of the Rector of UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertant

The dissertant has been educated on the Doctoral Programme in Criminal
Law at the Criminal Law Sciences Department of the Law Faculty of UNWE as
a part-time PhD student of education financed by the state in the scientific
specialty Criminal Law according to Order of the Vice-Rector on Scientific
Research of UNWE Ne 1036/08.05.2020 and order Ne 2736/17.10.2023. The
training was carried out in part-time form in the period 2020 — 2024.

The dissertant has received his higher legal education at the Law Faculty
of UNWE. Since 2017 he has a Master of Laws. In the period 2016 — 2019 he
worked as a assistant in a notary office. Since 2023 he has been a court assistant
in the Criminal Division of the Sofia District Court. His interests are mainly in
the field of criminal law.



2. General characteristics of the dissertation presented

The dissertation of the PhD student Spas Krumov Panayotov is an
original, thorough and systematic study that has not only scientific but also
practical significance. Indeed, the issues related to the forfeiture of property in
favor of the state have been the subject of scientific discussions in the Bulgarian
criminal law theory, but the PhD student examines the issues from a different
visual angle, covering it in a comprehensive monographic study, in which the
current regulation of the seizure of goods in favor is examined in the context of
European Union law and the case-law of the Court of Justice of the European
Union and the European Court of Human Rights. The study is up to date.

The relevance of the study stems not only from the importance of the
institution of asset forfeiture in favor of the state, as a way to prevent the benefit
of criminal activity, but also from the fact that the development of EU law
requires serious rethinking, updating, supplementing and improving the
institute, to which, undoubtedly, the research will contribute.

The dissertation consists of an introduction, three chapters and a
conclusion with a total volume of 186 pages. The first chapter is devoted to
clarifying the essence of the institution of asset forfeiture in favor of the state
and distinguishing it from other similar legal institutions. In chapter two, the
dissertant has examined with due precision and depth the sources of
international and European Union law in the field of asset forfeiture, acquired
from criminal activity and has formulated conclusions regarding the need to
amend the current Bulgarian legislation in the field. In Chapter Three of the
presentation, the dissertant has clarified the ratio between the seizure of
property under Art. 53 of the Penal Code and the other mechanisms for asset
forfeiture provided for in the Bulgarian legislation — in the Law on Combating
Corruption and Income Laundering Act. Corresponding proposals de lege
ferenda are also made in the conclusion.

The reference for the literary sources contains 96 titles in Bulgarian and
Russian; the footnotes are 275 in number; Citations are correct. The research
methodology is up-to-date. The style of the PhD student is good, he handles
well with criminal law terminology.

3. Evaluation of scientific and applied research results obtained
The research has achieved significant scientific and applied scientific

results. The object of research is the institute of forfeiture of items that have
been the subject and instrument of the crime, including in cases where their



possession is prohibited, as well as the seizure of the benefit acquired through a
crime regulated by the norm of art. 53 of the Bulgarian penal code. These
questions have been clarified with scientific depth and precision.

The dissertation's quests in the field of scientific analysis have led to the
formulation of legally significant and scientifically based theses on dissertation
issues and the corresponding proposals for improving the legislation.

The methodology of the study is up-to-date and has led to correct
scientific and scientific-practical results. Observation, description, comparison
were used; the method of scientific analysis and synthesis; the inductive and
deductive method; comparative legal, historical and logical-legal methods.

The goals and objectives set by the PhD student have been fulfilled.

The dissertation works comply with the regulatory requirements and as a
quality satisfies the requirements for acquiring a PhD degree. There were no
violations of the aw on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria and its Implementing Regulations.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied research contributions

The dissertation work represents an indisputable contribution to criminal
theory.

Admiration deserves the serious efforts made by the PhD student to
clarify the legal nature of the institute of the forfeiture of property acquired
from criminal activity in favor of the state and to distinguish it from other,
similar legal institutions, among which mixing can be allowed in theory and
practice.

It is important to clarify the prerequisites for the seizure of the object,
means and acquired from the crime under the current national legislation; The
analysis of the contradictory practice in the application of the law and the
identification of specific guidelines in which Bulgarian criminal legislation
should be amended. In this regard, labor will be of great importance for both the
legislator and law enforcers. No doubt about the choice of topic and about
assessing the difficulties in implementing the institute under discussion which
need doctrinal response, the dissertant has been seriously facilitated by his
activities as a judicial assistant in Sofia Regional Court — Criminal Division and
his work on a large number of criminal cases.

The author has a valuable contribution to the systematization of the
applicable instruments of international and European Union law in the field of
forfeiture of proceeds of crime and to the analysis of the practice of the CJEU
and the ECtHR. In this part, the study will greatly help the legislator in updating



and improving the institute in the context of good European practices and the
requirements laid down in the sources of EU law.

The study is also valuable with the analysis of a number of questions that
are raised in clarifying the ratio of the forfeiture of property in favor of the state
on the basis of various normative acts. These issues have been clarified with the
necessary precision, detail and depth, as the main problems facing the law
enforcement authorities have been identified and proposals for updating and
improving the current regulation have been made.

Of important scientific and applied importance will appear the work in its
part in which the author has formulated some proposals de lege ferenda, which
are appropriate to be subjected to a broad discussion. Of course, not all of the
proposals made could be shared, but it is advisable to discuss them.

It can be confidently argued that the dissertant has concentrated his
scientific quests in the field of current issues of asset forfeiture in favor of the
state, which has not been the subject of a topical comprehensive,
interdisciplinary, systematic monographic study in recent years in Bulgarian
criminal law theory. Hence the conclusion that the study is topical and could
contribute significantly to the development of criminal law theory and law
enforcement.

The scientific work of the dissertant unequivocally shows that the
doctoral student is distinguished by the ability to explore comprehensive and in-
depth criminal law issues; has extensive theoretical knowledge in the field of
criminal law; demonstrate that he can work with large amounts of information
from which he is able to formulate relevant scientific conclusions.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

On the topic of the dissertation, the PhD student has three publications
that represent an indisputable contribution to science: 1. Panayotov, S. "Civil
Forfeiture” and Forfeiture of lllegally Acquired Assets under Art. 53 of the
Criminal Code in the Light of the Latest Legal Changes "— In: Proceedings of
the Scientific Conference on "Challenges to Legal Regulation in Bulgaria”, held
on 31.10.2023; 2. Panayotov, S. Development of the Institute of Asset
Forfeiture in Bulgarian Law and the Application of the "Non bis in idem"
Principle — In: Business and Law Journal, issue 4 of 2021, pp. 31-53; 3.
Panayotov, Spas. The new provisions in art. 53 of the Penal Code of the
Republic of Bulgaria — In: Proceedings of a Scientific Conference held on 12
November 2020 at the UNWE, vol. II. Current issues of public and criminal
law. Current Problems of Historical, IC UNWE, p. 337 — 345.

They represent an indisputable contribution to science.
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The presented publications in quantitative and qualitative terms meet the
minimum national requirements for professional field 3.6 Law, according to the
Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, and
meet the conditions for occupying the NSA "Doctor" in accordance with the
Rules for the Implementation of the Law on the Development of Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the additional requirements of UNWE.

6. Evaluation of the autoref

The autoreferate meets the requirements for its content, corresponds to
the structure and content of the dissertation, provides a clear and accurate
summary of the dissertation.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions

The work would be further enriched if the dissertant clarifies the ratio
between the forfeiture of property in favor of the state by the order of art. 53 of
the Penal Code and the withdrawal of the direct or indirect benefit acquired by a
legal person that has enriched itself or could be enriched by a crime committed
by the order of art. 83a, para. 6 of the AAN.

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, taking into account the above considerations, | give a
positive assessment of the dissertation paper presented for protection by the
dissertator Spas Krumov Panayotov on the topic "Forfeiture to the state of
property acquired from criminal activity.

The dissertation works meet the requirements of art. 6, para. 3 of the Law
on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and Art.
27, para. 2 of the Rules for the Implementation of the Law on Educational and
Scientific Procedure "Doctor", which is why | propose to the honorable
scientific jury to be awarded the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in
scientific field 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences"”, professional field 3.6
Law", scientific specialty "Criminal Law" of Spas Krumov Panayotov.

May 17, 2024
G. Sofia SIgnature:......cccoevveeveennnnn
(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ralitsa llkova)
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