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CTCICH ,A0KTOP" 110 HayuHa cheyuarnocm B YHCC.
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KonKypenmocnocoonocmma 6 pezuonume

1. Mudopmanus 3a AMCEePTAHTA
JucepTantsT ce e obyyaBal 10  JOKTOpCKa nporpamMa  KbM

kameopa/paxynrmem va YHCC 1o Hay4na cneyuairHocm ChIIIaCHO 3amoBes Ha



3am.-pektopa no HUJ[ nma VYHCC Ne948/27.04.2020 OOyuenuero e
OCBIIIECTBEHO B 3a00yHa Gopma npe3 nepuona 07.04.2020 —07.04.2024 r.
Kupun Boitkos 31paskos e posiet Ha 2 JlekemspH, 1992 rox. IIpes 2011
roJMHA 3aBLPIIBA CBOETO CpeHO oOpazoBaHue B 33-Ta E3nkoBa rMMHA3UA ,,CB.
Codus cve cneunantoct — ,,ppeHcku e3uk*. Ilpes 2014 ronuHa 3amo4sa aa ce
obyyaBa B OakamaBbpcka I[porpama ,yIpapleHHMe Ha OusHeca H
npennprueMadectBo kbM Hos Brarapcku Vuumsepcurer (HBY), rp. Codus.
ITpe3 2018 roauHa yCIENIHO 3aBbpIIBA U MPUA0OHUBA 6aKanaBbpcKa CTEICH B
To3u yHuBepcuteT. [Ipes 2019 roauna npyuao0MBa MarucTbpcka CTENEH IO
CIIENHAIHOCT ,,PerroHaner Oou3Hec U MeHWIKMBHT® oT YHCC — Codus. B
nepriona 2020 — 2024 romuHa ce oOyvaBa B JOKTOpCKa Iporpama 3a
npugoouBane Ha OHC ,,mokTop* KbM KaTeapa ,,PernoHaIHO pa3BUTHE".
TpynmoBaTta kapuepa Ha r-H 3apaBKoB 3amousa mnpe3 2011 roxusa, KaTo
TBPrOBCKM €KCIepT, a TOAMHA MO-KbCHO TOHM 3aeMa IBKHOCTTa O(pHUC
MeHHKEP. OT 2014 ronuHa 10 AHEC € MEHUUKBP KITIOUOBU KIIMEHTH. Hsamam
HHGOpMAIUs KaHIUaTa a € 3aeMall UM 3aeMa aKaJeMU4YHaTa UIbXHOCT KbM
MOMEHTa Ha IOoJydYaBaHe Ha JOKYMEHTUTe (CHopes CIpaBKa HarpaBeHa B
peructpute Ha HALIU]).
WuauBuayanHUsIT ydeOeH IUiaH € WU3IbJAHEH, KOETO C€ 3aCBUJIETENICTBA OT
PEILIEHUETO Ha KaTeApEHUsl ChbBET Ha Kareapa ,Pernonanno passuthe” Ia

OTHHUCIIM JOKTOpaHTa C IIpaBO Ha 3alliuTa.

2. O0ma xapakTepycTHKA Ha NpeJCcTaBeHUs AMCEPTALMOHEH TPYA
[IpencraBeHusaT 3a pelleH3MpaHe IHCEpPTAIlMOHEH TpyHd € B obem 156
ctpanuny. CTpyKTypaTa Ha IMCEPTaLUsiTa € OpraHu3upaHa B CJICAHUTE Pas/ie/in
- YBOJI, U3JI0XKeHHE B 3 (TpH) IV1aBU, 3aKJIIOUEHHE, OCHOBHH Hay4HHU MPUHOCU U

oudbnuorpadmus.



Bbrpeku orpoMHHAT Opoil Ha Hay4yHWTE H3CJIE[BaHHMs B 00JacTTa Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa, BCe Ole HsiMa M3vepraresHa AeUHULUS, KaKTO U
paMKa B KOATO Ja ce JeduHUpa Ta3d CJI0XKHA COLMAIHO-MKOHOMHYECKa
kareropus. KOHKypeHTOCITOCOOHOCTTa Ha HHMBO PErHOH OIle ToBeue
YCIIOXKHSBA ThIIKYBAaHETO Ha MOHATUETO. Tasu CIOKHOCT ce NposiBABa OT (axra,
Yye KaTeropusra ,,KOHKypeHTOCIIOCOOHOCT® UMa MHOIOIIJIACTOB XapaKTep U Mpu
nebuHUpaHe Ha HeWHaTa CBIIHOCT € HEeoOXOOUMO Jia Cce H3I0JI3Ba
MYJITAIUCUUIUIMHAPEH NMOAXO0A. Bcuuku Te3u apryMeHTH, JIMYHO 3a MEH KaTo
u3cien0Barell ¢ uHTepec B obmacTra  Ha  ,TeopuAra  Ha
KOHKYpPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa™ oOIlpeAensT Hu30opa Ha TeMa Karo akTyaJleH U
MOCTaBSAT BHUCOKO JieTBaTa IO OTHOIIEHHWE I10COKaTa, B KOSATO HAyYHOTO
U3CIIEBAHE € OPUEHTUPAHO.

Ome B yBoJa aBTOPBT Ha IUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYH OIpENess OCHOBHHTE
€JIeMEeHTH Ha Hay4YHOTO H3cJe[BaHe, a WMEHHO TOBa ca M3CiefoBarelicKara
Te3a, o0eKTa Ha Hu3clie[[BaHe, MpeAMeTa Ha H3CiIelBaHe, LeNTa U Hay4dHHTe
3a/1a4H.

IIpaBu BreuvatneHue, 4ye OOEKTa Ha W3CJIEJBAaHE HE € IPABUIHO
neuHUpaH, Taka 4Ye TOM Ja KOpecloHIupa C H3CIefoBaTelIcKaTa Te3a Ha
AMCepTAlMOHHUS TPy . M3cnenoBatenckarta Te3a e (LUTUPaM) ,,.. 1UcOanaHCcuTe
B PETHOHUTE Morar ga ObJaaT MNpeooJieHU 4Ype3 BHEApsBaHE Ha HWHOBALIMH,
IUTHTAIN3alus Ha OM3HeC MpollecuTe W Ch3JaBaHe Ha KOHKYPEHTHa cpela 3a
OpeanpuATHsTa B Bbhirapus, KoeTo OT cBOs cTpaHa e Ch3aafe OJaronpUsATHHA
YCIIOBHUS 34 COLIUAITHO-NKOHOMUYECKO Pa3BUTHE Ha PETUOHUTE 3a IUIAHUPAHE OT
HUBO NUTS 2.“ Taka ¢popmynupana uscienoBareiacKkara Te3a, U3MCKBa OOEKTHT
Ha M3cie/BaHe Jia ObJar NpeanpHATHATa, KOUTO JOKTOpaHTa 3asBsBa, Ye Iie
u3ciensa. B mocnensamoro u3nokeHWe B IbpBa, BTOpa W TpeTa IjlaBa Ha

AUCEPTANUOHHUA TPYHO C€ aKOCHTHpPa BBPXY AHAIHU3BT Ha MPOLECUTE, KOUTO



MPOTHYAT B OU3HEC MPEeNPUSITHATA, KOETO 03HAYABA, Ue aBTOpa J1aBa 3asBKa Ja
OOBBPXKE PETHOHANHATA KOHKYPEHTOCOCOBHOCT ChC CBCTOSHUETO Ha Te3M
CTPYKTypH. OT [ucepTanmusTa, Npo3upa sSBeH CMUCHI Ha ujesTa, ye HOCUTENN
Ha  pEeTMOHANHATA KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCT ca pasIHYHHTE [0 pasmep
IpenpusAThs. M3BbPINEHUSAT aHAIIH3 IPOTHYA B TA3H [OCOKA, KOETO omnpenens
COHA IIpOCTa, HO B CbUIOTO BpPEME eJeraHTHA JIOCMYecKa paMKka Ha
JAUCEPTALIMOHHOTO U3C/IEABaHE.

B mbpBa rnaBa, nokTopaHta B ABIGOYHHA e pasriiegan  OCHOBHHTE
C/ICMEHTH Ha CBOETO [NHMCEPTALMOHHO H3CIENBAHE, YMENO e OopaBun ¢
JIUTCPATYPHUTE M3TOYHMLM W CMATaM, 4ye KaTo Opoil Te ca AOCTATbYHU U
IOKa3BaT, — d9e  JIOKTOpaHTa [03HaBa TeOpHATA HA ,perHOHATHATA
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT. MosiTa IIpenopbka KbM AOKTOpaHTa € Aa MpenH3npa
UUTHPAHETO B JIMTepaTypHUsi 0030p C oriien u36sArBaHe PUCKBT OT

IJ1aruarcTBaHe.

3. Ouenka Ha mo/tydeHure Hay4YHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

CMmsTam, dYe mpeanoxeHaTa MeTOZONOrMS Ha Hay4YHOTO H3CJI€/IBAHE,
M3BBPIICHUAT aHAIM3, KaKTO W MpPEeNOXKEHUTE INPENOPBKA M HACOKH 3a
nono0psABaHe pernoHanHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT ca NPHUHOCH C HAayYHO-
IIPHIIOXKEH XapakTep. Upes Taka 0OpMEHOTO ChIBpP/KAHUE HA TUCEPTAllUOHHUS
TPYX, MOKTOpaHTa € yCIA B AETalNN Na IIPENCTaBH Pe3yIITaATATE OT peleHunTe
HayqHH 3alaqd, KOMTO TOH 3a€JHO CbC CBOS HaydeH PBKOBOJUTEN ca
Ne(QUHUpaTH B HAYalI0TO Ha CBOSTA CKUITHA pabora. CmsTam, Ue e OCTUTHATA
Lie1Ta Ha TUCCPTAMOHHHUST TPYJ, @ HMEHHO YCIIEIIHO € JOKA3aHA OCHOBHATA

XHUIIOTE3a Ha Hay4YHOTO U3CJIeiBAHE.



4. OneHka Ha HAY4YHHTE U HaYYHO-NIPUJIOKHU MPHHOCH

B mpencraBenara cmpaska 3a HayYHO-IIPHJIO)KHU TPHHOCH B CAMHUSAT
AUCEPTALMOHEH TPy ca AeUHUpanHy 06wo 5 (1eT) npuHoca. ChIITACeH ChM C
AIOKTOPAHTa, Y€ TOYHO TE3U MOMEHTH OT HerosaTa JHCEPTALMs Ce OTKpOSsIBAT
KaTo IPUHOCH. BCHYKM IPHHOCH ca OpHUTHHAIHO Aeo Ha aBTOpa U TPSKO
NPOU3THYAT OT HM3BBPIICHOTO JHCEPTAl[MOHHO H3clenBaHe. B Taka
Ne(QUHUPAHUTE MPHUHOCU Ce OTKPOABAT CJICAHUTE, KOUTO UMAT U3KJIFOUHUTEIHO
IPUIOXKEH (ITOJIE3€H 3a IPaKTUKATa) XapakTep:

- IIpoBeneHo e ankeTHO mMpoyuBanme u e HalpaBeH eMIIUpUYEH aHajIu3 Ha
PE3YIITATUTe, C aKUEHT BbpXy AeitHocTra Ha MCIT U BB3MeHcTBHETO Ha
uuppoBara TpaHcHOpMALHS HA HKOHOMHKATA BbPXY TEXHHs OU3HEC, IpH
HaJTM4Me Ha COOCTBEHA CTPATErus 3a JUTHTATH3ALIIAL

- M3Bemenm ca mpenopsku  3a NIPEOJ0IIBaHEe Ha  PErMOHAIHUTE
mucOanancy, upes noaoOpsBane paboTara Ha OTTOBOPHHMTE HHCTHTYILHH,
YCKOpsBaHe Ipoueca Ha [MIMTAIM3aLMs W yChBBPLICHCTBAHE Ha

MpOBEXKNaHaTa NbpikaBHA MOJIMTHKA 3a oakperna Ha MCIT,

3. Onenka Ha myGaAHKALUHUTE MO AHCEePTALUSITA

IlpencraBenn ca 3 (tpu) camocTosTennu nyOJUKalUK, KOUTO CIOpe
MCH KOpeCmoHIupaT ¢ Temata Ha muceprauusta. C Tesu Iy OJTMKAITHH,
fokTopanTa  Kupun 31paBKOB MOKpUBA MHMHMMATHHUTE U3UCKBAHUS, 3a
AI0NyCKaHEe 10 MyOJMYHA 3aliuTa UM [OC/eaBalna Bepudukanus B HALIU/I,
onpexnenenu B HIMNIBPACPE u ITII3PACPE na VHCC, YUpes Te3u nmybnukanuu,
JIOKTOpaHTa  yCHeIHO €  HOMy/IApU3Upall pE3yJITaTUTE OT  CBOETO

AACCPTAMOHHO U3CJIeIBAHE.



6. Onenka Ha aBTopedepara
ABtopedepaTsT € B o0eM 28 CTpaHMIM H TIpEACTaBA 00EKTUBHO
OCHOBHMTE aKIIeHTH OT [MCEPTAallMOHHMs TpyA. B Tasu cu ¢opma Ha

odopmieHue, aBTopedepaThT € MPUEMIUB U I0CTaTh4eH KaTo obeMm.

7. KputuuHm 0e/1esKKH, NPenopbKU U BLIPOCH

CrokHaTa Tema, KOeTO MOKTOpaHTa € u30pai [a o3arjiaBd HEroBHUAT
JMCEPTALIMOHEH TPYJl ONpedess —CIeIHUTE IPCNOPbKH, KOMUTO HSIMAT
KPUTHYEH XapaKTep, a HIMEHHO Te ca:

- Ome B yBOIHATA YacCT Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHMA TPYA © HeoOXOaMMO fa ce
OIPENENISAT, KOU MOAXOAHM LIe Ce M3MOJ3BaT 3a JOKa3BaHe/OTXBbPJISHE Ha
OCHOBHAaTa Te3a, KakTo [I[lepHoja Ha  H3CJIelBaHe, TaKa H
MHGOPMAIMOHHNTE H3TOYHHULIU, KOUTO Ca U3MOJI3BaHH.

- B wmeromonorusita e no0pe ma ce OOOCHOBE, 3alloTo n30paHuTe
JoKa3aTeqd  ce  M3Ioia3BaT  3a  aHajgu3 M OICHKa  Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTa Ha MPEANPUATHATA,

MMaM cieqHuTe BBITPOCH KbM JOKTOpaHTa!

- Kak e ompenenus orepaTMBHAaTa PEHTAOWIIHOCT HA NPEANPUATUATA B
CBOS aHanu3?

- KaxkBo npezcTaBisiBa peHTaOMIHOCTTA KaTO HKOHOMUYECKa KaTeropus u
KaK TS Ce CBbP3Ba C KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA?

8. 3akurouyeHue
CMaTam, dYe W3BLPIICHHAT JHTepaTypeH 0030p, pa3paboTeHaTa
METONOJIOTHST Y METOJMKA Ha H3CJIe[BaHe, IPOBEACHOTO H3CJICABAHE,
(GopMyIHpaHUTe U3BOJAHU, KAKTO M MPEATOKCHUTE HACOKH 3a paspeméBaHe Ha

uaeHTHGUIpaHUTe TPpoOIeMH ca JIMYHO [eN0o Ha NOKTOpaHTa M HETOBHAT



HaydeH pbKoBoauTen. IlyOnukanuure Ha JOKTOpaHTa ca [OOCTAaThYHH 34
IOKPMBAHE HAa MHHUMAJIHUTE HAyKOMETPUYHM I[IOKA3aTeNIM, KaKTO U ca
peJeBaHTHU C TeMmaTa Ha JUCepTalUOHHHs Tpyld. ABTopedepaTbT 0OEKTHBHO
OTpa3siBa ChABPKAHUETO Ha AMcepTanusTa. Bcuuky Te3u (akTH, KaKToO U TOBa,
Je ca crnazeHu usuckBanusATa Ha 3PACPD, [IpaBWIHUKDBT 3a IPUIAraHeTo My U
Ha [IpaBunnukbsT Ha YHCC Mu naBat ocHoBanue na gam ITOJIOKUTEJIHA
OLIEHKa Ha pa3paOOTeHMs MUCEpTAllMOHEH TPy U CUMTaM 3a OCHOBATENHO Ja
npemnoxa Kupua 3apaBkoB 1a npuaobue oOpa3zoBaTesHaTa U Hay4yHa CTEIEH

»»IOKTOP*.

Hara: 31.05.2024

I'p. IlmoBnuB
/mpod. nu [leTbp bopucos/
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1. Information for the dissertation student
The dissertation student was trained in a doctoral program at a
department/faculty of the UNWE in a scientific specialty according to the Order
of the Vice-Rector for the NID of the UNWE No. 948/27.04.2020 The training



was carried out in a correspondence form during the period 04.07.2020 -
04.07.2024.

Kiril Boykov Zdravkov was born on December 2, 1992. In 2011, he
completed his secondary education at the 33rd Language High School "St. Sofia"
with a specialty - "French language". In 2014, he began to study in the bachelor's
program "business management and entrepreneurship” at the New Bulgarian
University (NBU), Sofia. In 2018, he successfully graduated and obtained a
bachelor's degree at this university. In 2019, he obtained a master's degree in
"Regional Business and Management" from UNWE - Sofia. In the period 2020 -
2024, he is studying in a doctoral program for the acquisition of "Doctor" at the
"Regional Development" department.

Mr. Zdravkov's working career began in 2011 as a sales expert, and a year
later he held the position of office manager. Since 2014, he has been the manager
of key customers. I have no information that the candidate held or holds the
academic position at the time of receiving the documents (according to a check
made in the NACID registers).

The individual study plan has been fulfilled, which is evidenced by the
decision of the departmental council of the "Regional Development" department
to expel the doctoral student with the right of defense.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The dissertation submitted for review is 156 pages long. The structure of the
dissertation is organized in the following sections - introduction, exposition in 3
(three) chapters, conclusion, main scientific contributions and bibliography.

Despite the huge number of scientific studies in the field of
competitiveness, there is still no comprehensive definition, as well as a
framework in which to define this complex socio-economic cétegory.

Competitiveness at the regional level further complicates the interpretation of the



concept. This complexity is manifested by the fact that the category
"competitiveness" has a multi-layered nature, and when defining its essence, it is
necessary to use a multidisciplinary approach. All these arguments, for me
personally as a researcher with an interest in the field of "competitiveness theory"
define the choice of topic as relevant and set the bar high in terms of the direction
in which scientific research is oriented.

Already in the introduction, the author of the dissertation defines the main
elements of scientific research, namely the research thesis, the object of research,
the subject of research, the goal and the scientific tasks.

It is noteworthy that the object of research is not properly defined so
that it corresponds to the research thesis of the dissertation work. The research
thesis is (I quote) "..imbalances in the regions can be overcome by implementing
innovations, digitization of business processes and creating a competitive
environment for enterprises in Bulgaria, which in turn will create favorable
conditions for the socio-economic development of the regions for NUTS level 2
planning." The research thesis thus formulated requires that the object of research
be the enterprises that the PhD student states that she will research. In the
subsequent exposition in the first, second and third chapters of the dissertation,
the emphasis is on the analysis of the processes that take place in business
enterprises, which means that the author makes a request to link regional
competitiveness with the state of these structures. From the dissertation, a clear
sense of the idea that carriers of regional competitiveness are the enterprises of
different sizes can be seen. The analysis carried out proceeds in this direction,
which defines a simple but at the same time elegant logical framework of the
dissertation research.

In the first chapter, the doctoral student has in depth considered the main

elements of his dissertation research, skillfully handled the literature sources, and



I think that they are sufficient in number and prove that the doctoral student
knows the theory of "regional competitiveness". My recommendation to the
doctoral student is to refine the citation in the literature review in order to avoid
the risk of plagiarism.
3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

I believe that the proposed methodology of the scientific research, the
performed analysis, as well as the proposed recommendations and guidelines for
improving regional competitiveness are contributions of a scientific and applied
nature. By means of the content of the dissertation, thus formed, the doctoral
student was able to present in detail the results of the solved scientific tasks,
which he, together with his supervisor, defined at the beginning of his teamwork.
I believe that the goal of the dissertation work has been achieved, namely that the

main hypothesis of the scientific research has been successfully proven.

4. Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions
In the presented reference for scientific and applied contributions, a total of 5
(five) contributions are defined in the dissertation work itself. I agree with the
PhD student that it is precisely these moments of his dissertation that stand out
as contributions. All contributions are the original work of the author and derive
directly from the dissertation research performed. Among the contributions
defined in this way, the following stand out, which have an extremely applied
(useful for practice) character:
- A survey was conducted and an empirical analysis of the results was made,
with an emphasis on the activity of SMEs and the impact of the digital
transformation of the economy on their business, in the presence of their

own digitalization strategy.



- Recommendations are made for overcoming regional imbalances by
improving the work of the responsible institutions, speeding up the
digitalization process and improving the implemented state policy to

support SMEs.

S. Evaluation of dissertation publications

3 (three) independent publications are presented, which, in my opinion,
correspond to the topic of the dissertation. With these publication’s, doctoral
student Kiril Zdravkov meets the minimum requirements for admission to public
defense and subsequent verification at the National Institute of Public Health,
defined in the National Institute of Social Sciences and Humanities of Ukraine.
Through these publications, the PhD student has successfully promoted the

results of his dissertation research.

6. Evaluation of the abstract
The abstract is 28 pages long and objectively presents the main highlights
of the dissertation work. In this form of layout, the abstract is acceptable and

sufficient in volume.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions
The complex topic that the doctoral student has chosen to title his
dissertation determines the following recommendations, which are not critical in
nature, namely:
- Already in the introductory part of the dissertation work, it is necessary to
determine which approaches will be used to prove/disprove the main

thesis, both the research period and the information sources that are used.



- Itis good to justify in the methodology, because the selected indicators are
used to analyze and evaluate the competitiveness of enterprises;

I have the following questions for the PhD student:

- How did he determine the operating profitability of the businesses in his
analysis?

- What is profitability as an economic category and how does it relate to

competitiveness?

8. Conclusion )

I believe that the performed literature review, the developed research
methodology and methodology, the conducted research, the formulated
conclusions, as well as the proposed guidelines for solving the identified
problems are the personal work of the doctoral student and his supervisor. The
doctoral candidate's publications are sufficient to meet the minimum
scientometric indicators and are relevant to the topic of the dissertation. The
abstract objectively reflects the content of the dissertation. All these facts, as well
as the fact that the requirements of ZRASRB, the Rules for its implementation
and the Rules of the UNWE have been met, give me reason to give POSITIVE
evaluation of the developed dissertation work and I consider it reasonable to
suggest that Kiril Zdravkov acquire the educational and scientific degree

"doctor".

Date: 31.05.2024

Plovdiv

Signature: ....... > /A O

/prof. Petar Borisov/



