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1. [IHQopMarIuq

,{ucepranmr ce

HA PCUCH3VflTA: YqACTI{C B

AACepTar]uoHHt4fl TpyA

cbcTaBa Ha HayqHoTo

cbrJlacHo 3anoseA
i\Ib1333/14.05.2024 ua pexropa na VHCC.

Anrop Ha,qr{ceprauuoHHr4.,r rpya : Kupnt Eoilrcoe 3dpaercoe

Teua Ha Ar.rceprarIrroHHr,rf, Tpya: Teua:

peeuoHilnHume duc6a,ryarucu

KoHKypeHmocno co 6tto cmma 6 p ez uo H ume

3a AlrcepTaHTa

e o6yranal ro

IIpeodonn6aHe

ttp$ no6utua6aHe

AoKropcKa rpofpaMa

HA

HA

rcamedpa/QqKynmem ua YHCC to HayqHa cnet4uatHocm crtrraqro 3auoBeA Ha



3arvr.-pexropa no Hl4A Ha yHCC Ns948127.04.2020 O6yuenuero e

ocblqecrBeHo B sado,aua $opvra rpe3 repl4 o1a 07 .04.2020 - 07 .04.2024 r.

Knpur Eofit<os 34paeron e poAeH na 2 ,{exeMBpI{, 1992 tol,. flpes 2011

roA[rHa 3aBbpruBa cBoero cpeAHo o6pa.soeanue s 33-raEsurona rI{MHtl3I{.fl ,,CB.

Co$ux'o cbc cleur4[LJrHocr - ,,SpeHcKr4 e3r4Koo. flpe: 2014 roAI{Ha 3alroqBa Aa ce

o6yrana 6aKarasrpcKa rlporpaMa ,,yflpaBJIeHI4e Ha 6z:seca u

rrpeArlpueMaqecTBo" KbM Hos EtIIapcKI{ Ynunepcurer (HBY), rp. CoSua.

flpes 2018 roAraHa ycreruHo 3aBbprxBa ra upra4o6uea 6axanaBbpcKa creIIeH B

To3r{ yHr4Bepcr4Ter. llpes 2019 roArHa upn4o6nna MarrcrbpcKa crerleH ro

crrequulllHoct ,,PeruoHaIIeH 6usHec I4 MeH[AxMbHT" or YHCC - Co$ur. B

ilepuoAa 2020 2024 ro,UuHa ce o6yuana B ,{oKropcKa rlpofpaMa 3a

npr4AO6HBaHe Ha OHC,,4oKTOp" KbM KaTeApa,,PerEoHUIIIHO pa3BI{TI4eo6.

TpyAonara Kapuepa Ha I-H 34panr<on 3aIIoIIBa upe: 2011 roguna, xaro

T6proBcKI4 eKcrrepr, a roAuHa [o-KbcHo Tofi 3aeMa AJIBxHocTTa oSrzc

MeHlrAxrp. Or 2014 roArrHa Ao AHec e MeH[rAxbp KrroqoBl4 KJlrreHrra. H.f,I\daN{

uu$opvraqufl Karp;r4iluta Aa e 3aeMaJr r4Jrr4 3aeMa aKaAeMI4rIHara AJIbxHocr KbM

MOMeHTa Ha [OJryrIaBaHe Ha

perurcrprrre Ha HALII4A).

AoKyMeHTI4Te (cuope,q crpaBKa HaEpaBeHa B

VltrllunuilyitrlHrl.f,T yue6eu IJIaH e I43[IJIHeH,

perrreHHeTo Ha KaTeApeHI4fl cbBeT Ha KaTeApa

OTIIT4CJITI AOKTOPAHTA C NPABO HA 3AIIU4TA.

2. O6ua xapaKTeprrcrrrna Ha npeAcraBeHlrfl Al{cepralrlroHeH TpyA

llpegcraneHrf,r 3a peIIeH3I{paHe Al4cepraul4oHeH TpyA e B o6eu 156

crpaHurlu. Crpyxrypara Ha Ar,rcepraur4flTa e oprarrr4svpaHa B cJIeAHI4re pa3AeJII{

- yBoA, r,l3JloxeHl4e n 3 (rpu) TJIaBLI, 3aKrroqeHl,Ie, ocHoBHH HayqHV ilpvruoav u

KOeTO Ce 3aCBl4AeTe,rlCTBa

,,PernoHa,'IHo pa3nHTre"

OT

La

6n6nuorpaSur..



Brnperu orpoMHraflr 6pofi Ha Haf{Hrre H3cJIeEBaHVfl s o6racrra Ha

KoHKypeHrocnoco6Hocrra, Bce oule Hf,Ma r43rrep[areJlHa 4eQIlunqklf,, KaKTo 14

paMKa B Ko.rrro [a ce 4e$unupa ra3v cJroxHa couI4anHo-I,IKoHoMI{rrecKa

Kareroplrfl. KonxypeHTocroco6uocrra Ha Hr4BO perlroH olrle noBerre

ycJroxHflBa rtJrKyBaHero Ha floHrrr4ero. Tasu cJroxHocr ce npo.f,Bf,Ba or $arra,

qe KarefopurflTa,,KoHKypeHTocfroco6Hocr'o LIMa MHorolJlacroB xapaKTep u upn

4eQznnpaue Ha Heftnara cbulHoar e neo6xoArzvto Aa ce I,I3IIoJI3Ba

MyJrrraAr4cur{[nr4HapeH [oAxoA. Bcuqxu re3r4 apfyMeHTI4, rl{r{Ho 3a MeH Karo

r{3cneAoBaTen c r4HTepec s o6,tacrra Ha ,,Teopr4flTa Ha

KoHKypeHrocnoco6Hocrra" olpeAeur ra:6opa Ha reMa Karo aKTyELTIeH kr

rlocTaB-flT BUCOKO JreTBaTa IrO OTHOTUeH]re IIOCOKaTa, B KOf,TO HayqHOTO

LI3cneABaHe e OpI{eHTI4paHO.

Oqe B yBo4a aBTopBT Ha AraceprarluoHHr,rfl Tpy[ orpeAen.fl ocHoBHI{re

eJreMeHTu Ha HayqHoro r{3cJreABaHe, a HMeHHo ToBa ca r43cJle,qoBareJlcKara

Te3a, o6ex'ra Ha v3cJreABaHe, rlpeAMera Ha I43cJIeABaHe, IIeJITa 14 HayqHure

3aAaqr4.

flpaen BlerrarJreHr4e, qe o6exra Ha r43cJreABaHe He e rIpaBI4JIHo

4eSrannpan, TaKa .re 'rofi Aa Kopec[oHAr4pa c r43cJreAoBareJlcrara re3a Ha

Al4ceprarlrzoHHrr.f, TpyA. l4scre4onareJrcKara re3a e (urarr,rpal,r) ,,,.. gwc6atanchre

B pernoHure Morar la 6'slat [peoAoneHr4 trpe3 BHeAp.rrBaHe Ha krmoBa\Lrv1

wrtvrann3arlurfl, Ha 6zsuec npoqecure r{ cb3AaBaHe Ha KoHKypeHTHa cpeAa 3a

rrpeAnpr4rruflTa n Brnraprzfl, Koero or cBofl crpaHa rrle c63AaAe 6naronpuflTukr

yCJIOBIafl 3a COI{I4tLlHo-I4KOHOMI4qecKo pa3BI4TI{e Ha peTLIOHLIT9 3a nnaHupaHe oT

HI{Bo NUTS 2.'o Tan<a SopvrynnpaHa r43cneAoBareJrcKara re3a, r43r{eKBa o6extrr

Ha u3cJIeABaHe la 6r[ar [peAnpr,If,Tr4flTa, Kor,ITo AoKTopaHTa 3aflBflBa,,qe Iue

I{3cneABa. B uocreABarrloro [3JroxeHr{e B nbpBa, BTopa H Tpera rJIaBa Ha

AUCeprarIIaoHHI,,.fl TpyA Ce aKr{eHTr4pa Bbpxy aHarrr436T Ha [poqecr4Te, KoI4To



lporurlar n 6usHec rlpeAnpl4flTtrra, Koero o3HarraBa, qe aBTopa AaBa 3aflBqa Aa

o6nrpxe perlaoHaJlHara KoHKypeHTocuoco6uocr cbc cbcro.f,Hraero Ha re3r4

crpyKTypl4. Or 4zceprarlLrflTa, trpo3upa .tBeH cMr4cbJr Ha HAeflTa" rre HocureJrr.

Ha perkroHilrrHara KoHKypeHrocuoco6Hocr ca pa3nr4qHure rro pa3Mep

trpeAtrprurut.I4znsplueHl{rr aHanI,I3 rlporuqa B Ta3u nocoKa, Koero orrpeAenf,

eAHa rlpocra, Ho B cblrloro BpeMe eJIeraHTHa roruqecKa paMKa Ha

Ar4cepTaur{oHHoTo H3CJr eABaHe.

B nbpBa ruraBa, AoKTopaHTa B g.st6ouwua e pa3rrreAan ocHoBHr.rre

eJIeMeHTr4 Ha cBoero Ar4cepraru4oHHo r43CJreABaHe, yMeJro e 60parzn c
ir[TeparypH[Te r43TOqHr4rIU r4 CMflTaM, qe Karo 6poit re ca Aocrarbq.Hu u
AoKiBBar, qe AoKTopaHTa IIo3HaBa Teopu.[Ta Ha ,,perlroHErrrHara

KoHKypeHrocnoco6Hocr". Mosra [pelopbKa KbM AOKTOpaHTA e AA rrpeqr{3lrpa
rllrrlrpaHero B JrrrreparypHr.rfl o6rop c ofneA uslsrsaue pLrcKbr or
IIJIATUATCTBAHC.

3' oqenrca Ha rloJryrreHl{Te HayqHu ,n HayqHo-[prrJroxHrr pe3yJrrarrr

cnaxrau, qe [peAJroxeHara MeroAoJrorr4, Ha HayqHoro [3cJreABaHe,

I43BbpIxeHI4-[T aHiuII43, KaKTo u [pel-noNeHI,tre npelopbKl4 I4 ..HacoKr4 
3a

uo4o6pxnaue perr{oHir.rrHara KoHKypeHrocuoco6Hocr ca [pr4Hocr4 c HayrrHo-

npI'IJIoxeH xapaKTep. rlpes raxa o$opMeHoro cbAbpxaHrre Ha Ar{ceprarluo1Hr4fl
TpyA, AoKTopaHTa e yc[rn s gerailtu Aa rrpeAcraBr{

HafrHr{ 3a4aqkr, Korzro rofi 3aeAHo cbc cBos

4eSunrapall4 B Haqaroro Ha oBo.flTa eKr4rrHa pa6ora. cu-arau, qe e [ocrlrrHara
IIeJITa Ha ALICepraI{}IoHHI4flT TpyA, a aMeHHO ycnerrrHo e AoKa3aHa ocHoBHara

xr4IIOTe3a Ha HayrrHoTo a3cJIeABaHe.

pe3ynTaTr4Te OT pelreHr4Te

HayqeH pbKoBoALITen ca



4. oqeHrca Ha HayqHrrre n. HayqHo-rprrJroxHr.r rprrHocr{
B npercraBeHara clpaBKa 3a HarrHo-[pr4noxHr4 rrpr.rHockr B caMnflT

AI4cepraIII4oHeH rPYa ca 4eSunupaqvr o6rqo 5 (ner) rpr,rHoca. Crrnacen c6M c

AOKTOpaHTa, qe TOTIHO Te3I4 MOMOHTH oT HerOBaTa AI4CepTarIHfl, Ce OTKpof,BaT

Karo [pl4Hocu. Bcu'IKIl [pLIHocI4 ca opLIrkrHrlrrHo Aeno Ha aBTopa 14 rrp{Ko
IIPO}I3TUIIAT OT H3BbPIUCHOTO AI4CCPTAIII4OHHO I43CNCABAHE. B TAKA

- flponeAeHo e

pe3ynTaTr{Te,

HA

HA

4eSuuapaHlITe rIpI4HocH ce orKpof,Bar cneAHr4Te, Kor4To uMaru3KrrorruTeJrHo

rrpr{noxeH (uoneseu 3a rpaKrr4xara) xapaxrep :

aHKeTHO [porrBaHe H e HanpaBeH eMrlvpzqeH afta[ru3

c aKqeHr B6pxy 4efiuocrra na MCII a srsAeficrBr4ero

uasponara rpaHc$opMarlu[ Ha r{KoHoMaKara Bbpxy rexHr.fl 6asueco upr,t

HilJlr{qr4 e na co 6crn eHa crp aref H.rr 3 a ALtr:UT aTrlr3Ar\krfl .

- l'IsneAeHu ca ,,pe,,opbKrl 3a [peoroJrflBaHe Ha perr4oHnJrHure

Euc1atascu, qpe3 uogo6pxeane pa6or ara Ha orroBopH ure prHcr1rryrfprv,

ycKopf,BaHe [poueca Ha ALIJl]uITaJtu3aL\Lrfl. u ycbBbprrreHcrBaHe HA

IPOBCXAAHATA ABPXABHA IOJII,ITI.KA 3A NOAKPEIIA HA MC[.

5. OqeHrca na rry6.rurKarlurrre rro Arrceprarlr{flTa
flpe4craneilu ca 3 (rprz) caMocro.rreJrHr{ ny6ruraqvpr, Kovrro cnopeA

MEH KOPCCTIOHALTPAT C TCMATA HA ALTCCPTAIIVTflTA. C TE3I4 rrylIl[fXAqUN,

AoKTopaHTa Kapun 3lpanxon [oKpI4Ba Mr4H]rMaJrHr4Te Lr3kreKBaHvrq, 3a

AorycKaHe Ao uy6nauna 3aulr4ra r4 nocnerBarrla nepu$raraq ufl. B HAI_II4A,
orpeAeneuu n FIfIfI3pACpE rz

AOKTOpaHTa ycleruHo e

ALICepTaIII4 OHHO LI3CneABaHe.

ttrI3PACPB na yHCC. rlpe: re:a uy6lLrKar\uu,

nonynrpr43r4pnfl pe3ynTarr4re oT cBOeTO



6. Oqenrca Ha aBToPeQePara

AnropeSeparbr e B o6eur 28 crpaHI4uI'I

ocHoBHuTe aKIIeHTIA OT AUCepTauuoHHI4fl TpyA.

vt npeAcraBr o6errunso

B ra3v eu $oPua Ha

o$opulen1ae, aBTope$epamt e npLIeMJIHB I4 AocTaTbqeH raro o6eu'

7. Kpuru'rHu 6erexKl{, rrpelopbKl{ lI Bbrlpocn

Cnoxuara reMa, Koero AoKTopaH ta e wslPatt la o3aFJIaBI4 HeroBI4-rIT

AUCepTaUpIOHeH TpyA onpeAenfl cJIeAHI4Te IIpeIIopbKl4, KOLITO HqMaT

KpuTHrreH xapaKTep, a uMeHHo Te Ca:

- Oqe B yBoAHara qacr Ha Alrceprarlr{oHHrIfl TpyA e neo6xoAlaMo .4a ce

orrpeAeJrf,T, Kor4 noAxoAra rqe ce I,I3[oJI3Bar 3a AoKa3Bane/orxntpJlf,He Ha

ocHoBHaTaTe3a,KaKToIIepI4oAaHaLI3cJIeABaHe,TaKaI,lI

un S opruaql4oHHure I43To!IHI'IqI4, Ko I4To c a I43rI oJI3BaIJri'

B MeToAoJIotpIflTa e 4o6pe Aa ce o6ocHoee, 3aIIIoro uzlpauure

IOKA3ATEJIU CC I{3IIOJI3BAT 3A AHAJIVI3

KoHKypeH'ro cno co6Ho crra H a [peAnp vflTt4flT a;

Irllaaru cneAHrITe Bbnpocl4 KbM AoKTopaHTa:

- Karc e olpeAeJILtJI o[eparl4BHara peura6unHocr Ha

csog aHarug?

- KaKso npeAcraBrrflBa peura6unHocrra Karo I4KoHoMI4qecKa Kareropl4, I4

KaK T.f, ce cBbp3Ba c KoHKypeHToc[oco6Hocrra?

8. 3arc.nrorreHlre

Cumau, qe I,I3BbpIIreHI4f,T nllTeparypeH o6:op, l

MeTOAOJIOTI4f, yI MeTOALIKa HA I43CJIeABaHe, IIpoBeAeHoTo

SoprvrynnpaHllTe H3BoALI, KaKTo I4 npeAnoxeHllTe HacoKI{ 3a pa3pelxaBare Ha

oueHKa Ha

rrpeAflplrflTwflTA B

paspa6oreuara

r{3cJIeABaHe,
l

n4enrusuqupaHr{Te upo6nerrara ca Jrr4rIHo AeJIo Ha AoKTopaHTa I{ HeroBI4flT



Hayqeu pbKoBoAHTeJr. Ily6nraxaqnarre Ha AoKTopaHTa ca AocrarbqHu 3a

noKpuBaHe Ha MrlHI4MaJrHr4Te HayKOMeTpt4qHr4 fIOKa3areJrU, KaKTO U CA

peneBaHrHr{ c reMara Ha Ar,rceprauroHHu, rpyA. Anrope$eparbr o6errunuo

orpa3qBa cb,{6pxaHr4ero Ha Ar4ceprarltrflTa. Bcuqxrz resu Sarr[, KaKTo vt roBa)

qe ca cllil3eHr.r H3ucKBaHr4flTa ua 3PACPE, flpanuJrHr4Kbr 3a npuJrafaHero My 14

ua IIpanuJIHr{Kbr sa YHCC Mr4 AaBar ocHoBaHrre Aa AaM IIOJIOXIITEIHA

oIIeHKa na paspa6oreHr,r.f, Ar4ceprauuoHeH TpyA pr crrr,rraM 3a

rpeAnoxa Kupu"rr 34pannoe Aa rpr4Ao6we o6pasoBareJrHara

,,4oKTop".

flara:31.05.2024

fp. llnon4rEn floAuac:

/npo$. 4n llemp Eopracon/

ocHoBaTenHo Aa

v Hayrl}la cTerIeH
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Author of the dissertation: Kiril Boykov Zdravkov

Dissertation topic: Topic: Overcoming regional imbalances by increasing

competitiveness in the regions

1. Information for the dissertation student

The dissertation student was trained in a doctoral program pt a

department/faculty of the LNWE in a scientific speci a\ty according to the Order

of the Vice-Rector for the NID of the Lrl{WE No. 948/27,04.2020 The training



was carried out in a correspondence form during the period 04.07-2020 -

04.07.2024.

Kiril Boykov Zdravkov was born on Decembet 2, 1992. In 2011, he

completed his secondary education at the 33rd Larrguage High School "St. Sofia"

with a specialty - "French language" .In2014, he began to study in the bachelor's

program "business management and entrepreneurship" at the New Bulgarian

University OTBU), Sofia. In 2018, he successfully graduated and obtained a

bachelor's degree at this university. In 2019, he obtained a master's degree in

"Regional Business and Management" from LNWE - Sofia. In the period 2020 -

2y24,he is studying in a doctoral program for the acquisition of "Doctor" at the

"Regional Development" department.

Mr. Zdravkov's working career began in201,1 as a sales expert, and ayear

later he held the position of office manager. Since 2014, he has been the manager

of key customers. I have no information that the candidate held or holds the

academic position at the time of receiving the documents (according to a check

made in the NACID registers).

The individual study plan has been fulfilled, which is evidenced by the

decision of the departmental council of the "Regional Development" department

to expel the doctoral student with the right of defense.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The dissertation submitted for review is 156 pages long. The structure of the

dissertation is organized in the following sections - introduction, exposition in 3

(three) chapters, conclusion, main scientific contributions and bibliography.

Despite the huge number of scientific studies in the fie1d of

competitiveness, there is still no comprehensive definition, as weJl as a

framework in which to define this complex socio-economic category.

Competitiveness at the regional level further complicates the interpretation of the



concept. This complexity is manifested by the fact that the category

"competitiveness" has a multi-layered nature, and when defining its essence, it is

necessary to use a multidisciplinary approach. All these arguments, for me

personally as a researcher with an interest in the field of "competitiveness theory"

define the choice of topic as relevant and set the bar high in terms of the direction

in which scientific research is oriented.

Already in the introduction, the author of the dissertation defines the main

elements of scientific research, namely the research thesis, the object of research,

the subject of research, the goal and the scientific tasks.

It is noteworthy that the object of research is not properly defined so

that it coffesponds to the research thesis of the dissertation work. The research

thesis is (I quote) "..imbalances in the regions can be overcome by implementing

innovations, digitization of business processes and creating a competitive

environment for enterprises in Bulgaria, which in turn will create favorable

conditions for the socio-economic development of the regions for NUTS level 2

planning." The research thesis thus formulated requires that the object of research

be the enterprises that the PhD student states that she will research. In the

subsequent exposition in the first, second and third chapters of the dissertation,

the emphasis is on the analysis of the processes that take place in business

enterprises, which means that the author makes a request to link regional

competitiveness with the state of these structures. From the dissertation, a clear

sense of the idea that carriers of regional competitiveness are the enterprises of
different sizes can be seen. The analysis carried out proceeds in this direction,

which defines a simple but at the same time elegant logical framework of the

dissertation research. 
:

In the first chapter, the doctoral student has in depth considered the main

elements of his dissertation research, skillfully handled the literature sources, and



I think that they are sufficient in number and prove that the doctoral student
knows the theory of "regional competitiveness". My recommendation to the
doctoral student is to refine the citation in the literature review in order to avoid
the risk of plagiarism.

3' Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results
I believe that the proposed methodology of the scientific research, the

performed analysis, as well as the proposed recommendations and guidelines for
improving regional competitiveness are contributions of a scientific and applied
nature' By means of the content of the dissertation, thus formed, the doctoral
student was able to present in detail the results of the solved scientific tasks,
which he, together with his supervisor, defined at the beginning of his teamwork.
I believe that the goal of the dissertation work has been achieved, namely that the
main hypothesis of the scientific research has been successfully proven.

4. Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions
In the presented reference for scientific and applied contributions, a total of 5

(five) contributions are defined in the dissertation work itself. I agree with the
PhD student that it is precisely these moments of his dissertation thilt stand out
as contributions. All contributions are the original work of the author and derive
directly from the dissertation research performed. Among the contributions
defined in this way, the following stand out, which have an extremely applied
(useful for practice) character:

- A survey was conducted and an empirical analysis of the results was made,
with an emphasis on the activity of SMEs and the impact of the digital
transformation of the economy on their business, in the presence of their
own di git alization strate gy.



- Recommendations are made for overcoming regional imbalances by

improving the work of the responsible institutions, speeding up the

digitalization process and improving the implemented state policy to

support SMEs.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

3 (three) independent publications are presented, which, in my opinion,

coffespond to the topic of the dissertation. With these publications, doctoral

student KirilZdravkov meets.the minimum requirements for admission to public

defense and subsequent verification at the National Institute of Public Health,

defined in the National Institute of Social Sciences and Humanities of tlkraine.

Through these publications, the PhD student has successfully promoted the

results of his dissertation research.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract is 28 pages long and objectively presents the main highlights

of the dissertation work. In this form of layout, the abstract is acceptable and

sufficient in volume

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

The complex topic that the doctoral student has chosen to title his

dissertation determines the following recommendations, which are not critical in

nature, namely:

- Already in the introductory part of the dissertation work, it is necessary to

determine which approaches will be used to prove/disprove the main

thesis, both the research period and the information sources that are used.



- It is good to justifli in the methodology, because the selected indicators are

used to analyze and evaluate the competitiveness of enterprises;

I have the following questions for the phD student:

- How did he determine the operating profitability of the businesses in his

analysis?

- What is profitability as an economic category and how does it relate to
competitiveness?

8. Conclusion

I believe that the performed literature review, the developed research

methodology and methodology, the conducted research, the formulated

conclusions, as well as the proposed guidelines for solving the identified
problems are the personal work of the doctoral student and his supervisor. The

doctoral candidate's publications are sufficient to meet the minimum
scientometric indicators and are relevant to the topic of the dissertation. The

abstract objectively reflects the content of the dissertation. All these facts, as well
as the factthat the requirements of ZRASRB, the Rules for its implementation
and the Rules of the LNWE have been met, give me reason to give posITIvE
evaluation of the developed dissertation work and I consider it reasonable to
suggest that Kiril Zdravkov acquire the educational and scientific degree

"doctor".

Date: 3I.05.2024

Plovdiv

Signature:

/prof. Petar Borisov/


