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OTtHOCHO: JTUCEPTAIMOHEH TPYJ 3a MPHUCHXKIaHEe Ha oOpa3oBaTelHa W Hay4Ha CTEIeH
LJAOKTOP® 10 Hayyna cneyuarnocm 3.7. AAMUHUCTpalusi U YIpaBIICHUE
(Pernonanuo passurtue) B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha aucepTauMoHHUS Tpyn:  Kupun boiikos 30paskos
Tema Ha aucepTallMOHHUS TPYA: Ilpeoodonssane Ha pezcuonarnume oOucobanancu upes
nosuwasane Ha KOHKYPeHmocnocoOHOCMma 6 pecuoHume

OcHnoeanue 3a TIpeliCTaBsIHE HA CTAHOBUIIETO: y4acTHE B ChCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO XKYPH IO
3amuUTa Ha JAUCEPTAMOHHUS TpyA cbriacHo 3amoBen Nel333/14.05.2024 r. ma Pekxropa Ha
YHCC.

1. Undopmaumus 3a gucepranrta

JlucepTaHThT ce € o0ydaBajl IO JIOKTOpcKa Iporpama KeM kameopa ,, Pecuonanno
pazeumue“, ¢axyimem , Ynpaenenue u aomunucmpayus’® Ha YHCC mno HayuyHa
cnenuanHoct 3.7. Aomunucmpayus u ynpaéieuue (Pecuonanno pazeéumue) CBHIIacHO
3anoBen Ha 3am.-pexktopa mo HUJ[ ma YHCC Ne 948/27.04.2020 r. OOGyueHuero e
OCBILECTBEHO B 3adouna (opma npe3 nepuoa 07.04.2020-07.04.2024 r.

2. OO0ma xapaKTepuCTHKA HA NMPeACTABEHHs TUCePTALHOHEH TPy

[IpemioskeHUAT 3a peleH3upaHe AUCEpTALUMOHEH Tpyld € ¢ obem 156 ctpaHuuu, OT
kouto 141 cTp. ocHOBeH TekcT. [lucepranusita € CTpyKTypupaHa B yBOJ, TPM OCHOBHHU TJIaBH,
3aKJIIOYEHUE, CIUCBK C OCHOBHUTE HAay4YHM IIOCTHXKEHHS C TIPUHOCEH XapakTep,
oubnuorpadus Ha U3MOI3BAHUTE U3TOYHUIIH.

Ienra, 3amaunte, OOEKTHT M TMNPEeIMETT HA U3CIEABAHETO, KaKTO U
u3cneoBaTeickaTa Te3a ca KOpeKTHO (opMyJupaHM B YBOAHATa 4acT. AKTYyalHOCTTa Ha
Temara € j00pe obocHoBaHa. M3nonm3Banute nHpopMaruoHHH u3To4yHMIM ca 123. Te ca
KOPEKTHO TPYNHUPAHU CHOPE] €CTECTBOTO CU. B Ha4anoTo yIaqyHo ca MpEeACTaBEHU CIHUCHK C
TaOJIUINUTE, CINUCBK € (UIYpUTE W CHOUCHK C M3MOJ3BAaHUTE CBHKpamleHUs. TeKcThT e
MOAXOJAUI0 JONBJIHEH M oHarjeneH c¢ 21 Ttabmumu u 9 ¢urypu. He ca mpencraBeHu
MIPUIIOKEHUS.



3. OuneHka HA MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yaTaTH

W3nos3BaHaTa METOAOJIOIMS € ONMCaHa B YBOJHATA YacT HA JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA.
Ts e no6pe noadpana u cnocoOCTBa 32 U3MBIHEHNE HA MIOCTABEHUTE M3CIIeI0BaTeNICKa e 1
3a/a4yu. Y Ja4HO ca U3MOI3BaHU U MPUJIOKEHH TpapuKu, TaOIUIH, CXEMH U JUarpamMmu, KOUTO
OHArJIEIBaT OCHOBHUS TEKCT.

IIvpsa 2nasa e B 06em ot 50 ctp. wnu 32% ot obema Ha quUCepTaMOHHUA TpyA. Ts
BBBEX/A U U3SCHSBA OCHOBHUTE MOHATHS. Y JaUHO M U3YEPIATENHO € Pa3IiieaHO IOHIATUETO
,KOHKypeHTocrocoOHocT. V3BeneHa e paepuHHIMS HA TOHSATHETO ,,perHOHAIHA
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT. HampaBeH e cCpaBHHUTEJCH Nperjiiel Ha peruoHute B buarapus.
HamnpaBenu ca 3 0CHOBHM M3BOJ1a, OTYUTANKH IIPOLIECUTE HE CAMO HA PETMOHAIHO, HO CBHUIO
Y Ha HAIIMOHAJTHO U II00aJTHO HUBO.

Bmopa enasa e B 06em 52 ctp. unu 33% ot obema Ha AucepTallMOHHUSA TpYyd. B Hes
yIayHO € HaIpaBeH CTaTHMCTUYECKU aHalu3, OasupaH Ha H34YepHaTelIHa CTAaTUCTUYECKa
uH(popMalig OTHOCHO MAJKUTE W CPEIHH MPEANPHUSATUS MO HKOHOMHUYECKHU JEHHOCTH,
o0lacTH W peruoHu 3a IulaHupaHe B boearapus. [lpuHOCHT Ha aBTOpa HW3MBKBa upe3
MpEACTaBsIHE HA METOJMKATa M PE3YNTATUTE OT MPOBEJCHO AHKETHO NpPOYy4YBaHE, KOETO €
JOIBJIHUTEITHO OT EKCHEPTHU OLEHKH 3a ChCTOSIHUETO U NIpOoOJIEMUTE B pErMOHAIHATA
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, KaKTO M JIMYHUTE HAONIOACHHWS Ha aBTOpa IO H3Cle[BaHaTa
npobnematuka. Upe3 H3MOM3BaHWUTE pa3HOOOpa3HHM METOIU AaBTOPBT HIACHTU(DUIIUpA
OCHOBHUTE Tpymnu MNpoOJIeMH, KOUTO 3aTPYAHSIBAT MAJIKUTE M CPEAHH MPEIANpUATUS B
boarapus.

Tpema enasa e ¢ Haii-maabk 0b6em ot 36 ctp. wim 23% or nuceprauroHHUS Tpyd. B
Hesl aBTOPBT 000CHOBaBa HEOOXOJUMOCTTA OT JAUTUTAIHA TPOMSHA, KOSTO BKJIIOUBA HE CAMO
TeHepUpPaHeTO, 0O0pabOTBaHETO M CTPYKTYpHUpPAHETO HAa MOTOKAa Ha HHQpOpMAIUs, HO U
MIPOLIECUTE 10 B3EMAHE Ha PELIEHUS B MAJKUTE U CPEAHU NPEANpUATHA. AHATU3UPAHU ca
dakTopuTe, KOUTO BIMSAT BBPXY NAeDUHUpAHETO W H30MpPAHETO Ha WHBECTUIIMOHHATA
cTparerus. BbB (hoKychT Ha BHUMaHHUETO € MOCTaBeHa cpepaTa Ha YCIyTUTE.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHUTE M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHU IPUHOCH

Ilocoyenu ca 5 nmpuHOCa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPyA. IIBpBUAT OT TAX € ¢ TEOPETUKO-
METOZOJIOTMYEH XapaKTep, Ba Ca C aHAJUTUYHO €CTECTBO, a JIBA OT IIOCOYEHHUTE IMPUHOCU
MMaT EMIIMPUYHO U MPAKTUKO-TIPUIIOKHO €CTECTBO.

Karo nHaif-ieHHu ot TsX onpenensam npuHocute nog Ne 3 u 5, a UMEHHO:

- KommyectBeH M KadecTBEH aHaiu3 HAa TOCTH)KEHHATA HAa MAJKUTE W CPEIHU
npennpusaTus B bbarapus;

- Ilpenopvku 3a TpeofosiBAHE HA PETHOHAIHUTE AMCOaIaHCH, 4pe3 IM0J00psiBaHe
paboTaTa Ha OTTOBOPHUTE MHCTUTYLIMM, YCKOpsIBaHE MpOIleca Ha JUTHTAIU3aLUs U
YCBBBPILIEHCTBAHE Ha MPOBEXKJIaHATa IbP/KaBHA MOJIMTUKA 32 MOJAKPEINa Ha MAJIKUTE
U CPEHU NPEAIpUsITHUS.

5. OneHka Ha mMyOJIMKAIMMUTE N0 JUCEPTALUATA

[TpunoXeHHuAT CIUCHK ¢ MyOIUKAIlMK, CBbP3aHU C TeMaTa Ha JUCcepTalusATa BKIIOYBA
3 nyOnukanuu. Beuuku ca konektuBHU ToMoBe m3aaneHn or YHCC. Beuuku mocoueHu
nyOJIMKAallMU ca TEMAaTWYHO CBBbp3aHU C JucepTanvoHHus Tpyn. IlyOnukanwmsra mox Ne 3
OneHka Ha MHOBAallMUTE M TEXHOJIOTMUTE B Obarapckute mnpennpustus (Assessment of



Innovations and Technologies in Bulgarian Enterprises) e npeacraBeHa, KakTo Ha OBbJITapCKH,
Taka W Ha aHTJIWHCKH e3uK. [lyOnmukanuure Ha MOKTOpaHTa ca MyOJIMKYBaHU B IMEpPHOJA
2021-2024 r. Bcuuku myOauKaiuu ca ¢ eIMHCTBEH aBTop. He ca mpeacraBeHn myOauKamum
B ChaBTOPCTBO, KAKTO U B HAYYHH CITUCAHUSI.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa

ABTOpedepaTsT KbM AUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYX € ¢ 00eM OT 28 CTp. CTaHAApPTEH TEKCT
Ha OBITApCKHU €3MK, KAKTO M aHTJIMIiCKa Bepcus. B Hero ygauyHo ca MOCOYEHH OCHOBHHTE
MOMEHTH B JUCEPTAlMATA, KAaKTO M CTPYKTypaTa Ha IUCEPTALOHHUS TPYH, NPUHOCHTE,
CIHCHKA C MyOIMKalUY Ha JJOKTOPAHTA.

7. KputuuHu 0ejie:KKHU, NPeNnopbKH U BHIIPOCH

Kputnunure mMu Oenexku ca NPeJUMHO OT TEXHHYECKO E€CTECTBO, CBBP3aHH C
Heno0po npeactaBsine Ha AokiIaabT oA Ne 1 (Ilocneaumure Ha koBu 19 Bbpxy OM3Heca Ha
peruonute B bbnrapus), kakto u nHdopmanuara B TabIuIUTe Ha aBTopedepara.

B Tekcra Ha gumcepranusTa W MO-KOHKpPETHO B 3™ TyaBa peruoHajgHaTa
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT C€ pasrjiekja B KOHTEKCTa Ha JUTWTaiHata TpaHchopMaius Ha
MKOHOMHKaTa u oOmectBoTo. To3um ¢oKyc Ha BHHMAHHETO oOade He € OTOens3aH B
3arjaBHeTO Ha JAMCEPTAIlMOHHUS TPYA, KOETO MpeArnojiara pasriiekIaHe U Ha OCTaHAIUTe
aclieKTH Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa, KOWUTO ca caMO HW30pOCHH OT JUCEpTaHTa.
[IpenopbuBaM 00eMbT Ha OCHOBHHS TeKCT Aa He € moj 150 ctp. bu 6uno mobpe na ce
oopMu pUIIOKEHUE C TIPEICTAaBEHAa aHKETHA KapTa, KOSATO € U3IM0JI3BaHa MPH MPOYUBAHETO.
OmnarnensiBaHETO Ha TEKCTa W TaONMIKUTE BB 2P rjaBa ¢ KapTa Ha perHOHUTE Ha bbiarapus
CBHII0 O OHMIIO TPEUMYIIECTBO.

OTHOCHO MyONMKAIMUTE HA JOKTOpPaHTa IMpernopbyBaM pa3HooOpa3siBaHE Ha MecTara
3a myOJIMKyBaHe Ha OBACUIN CTATHH W JOKJIAId, OBJCHIM CHhBMECTHU ITYOJUKAIMH, KAaKTO U
nyOJIMKaluyU B 4yKOUHa.

Bwrnpocure My KbM JIOKTOpaHTa ca CICTHHUTE:

1. Kak onensBare (TepUTOpPUATIHO, BPEMEBO M OTPACIOBO) CHBPEMEHHHUTE
peruoHanHu aucOajaHCH B CTpaHaTa, KOUTO TPsOBa jJa ce mpeojosiedar? (JinuHa
olleHKa) 3a1p10049aBat JIM ce WK HaMalsiBaT Te3U JUcOaIaHCH 1Mo HacTosmeM?

2. OcBeH JWTHTaIMa3MsITa, KOSTO € BBHB (POKyca Ha BHUMAHHE B JIMCEPTAIIMOHHU
TPYH, KaKBH JIPYTM HAUYWHU 3a MPEOJOJsBaHE Ha PErHOHATHHUTE TUCOATaHCH B
bearapus Ouxre npeanoxuan?

8. 3akiioueHnue

IIpencraBenuTe KpUTHYHU O€NEXKHM M TPENOpbKH HE oMajioBaXkaBaT Tpyda Ha
nucepranTa. Llenra u 3agaunTe, KOMTO ca NOCTABEHH, ca M3IbIHEHHU. M3cienoBarenckara
Te3a € 000CHOBaHa U 3alluTeHa. BB Bpb3ka ¢ TOBa M3Ka3BaM CBOATA MOJIOKUTENHA OLIEHKA
OTHOCHO IPE/ICTaBEeHNUs 3a pasriekaaHe U o0ChXKIaHe AUCepTAIllMOHEH TPYA U Ipeiaram aa
ce MpHUChAM Ha AokTopaHta Kupun boiikoé 30paskos obpazoBaTenHaTa W HaydyHa CTENEH
,JIOKTOP* 10 Hay4yHa crnenuanHoct 3.7. ,,AnMuHucTpanus ¥ ympasieHue (Pernmonanano
pa3BuTHe)

Jlata 05.06.2024 r./
I'p. lllymen [Tonnuc:
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By: Associate Prof. Vanya Atanasova Vasileva PhD
Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen
Scientific field 3.9. Tourism (Tourist Markets and Hospitality)

Subject: Dissertation work for awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor” in a
scientific specialty 3.7. Administration and Management (Regional Development) in UNWE.

Author of the dissertation: Kiril Boykov Zdravkov
Dissertation topic: Overcoming regional imbalances by increasing competitiveness in the
regions

Reason for presenting the opinion: participation in the composition of the scientific jury for
the defense of the dissertation according to Order No. 1333/14.05.2024 of the Rector of the
UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertation student

The dissertation student was trained in a doctoral program at the Department of
"Regional Development”, Faculty of "Management and Administration” of the UNSS in
scientific specialty 3.7. Administration and Management (Regional Development) according
to the Order of the Vice-Rector for the Scientific Research of UNWE Ne 948/27.04.2020.
The training was carried out in correspondence form during the period 07.04.2020-
07.04.2024.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The dissertation proposed for review has a volume of 156 pages, of which 141 pages
are the main text. The dissertation is structured in an introduction, three main chapters, a
conclusion, a list of the main scientific achievements of a contributing nature, a bibliography
of the sources used.

The purpose, tasks, object and subject of the research, as well as the research thesis
are correctly formulated in the introductory part. The topicality of the topic is well-founded.
The information sources used are 123. They are correctly grouped according to their nature.
At the beginning, a list of tables, a list of figures and a list of used abbreviations are



conveniently presented. The text is appropriately supplemented and illustrated with 21 tables
and 9 figures. No applications submitted.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The methodology used is described in the introductory part of the dissertation. It is
well selected and contributes to the fulfillment of the set research goals and tasks. Graphs,
tables, charts and diagrams are well used and applied to illustrate the main text.

The first chapter is 50 pages or 32% the volume of the dissertation. It introduces and
clarifies basic concepts. The concept of "competitiveness”" is well and comprehensively
examined. A definition of the concept of “regional competitiveness” is derived. A
comparative review of the regions in Bulgaria was made. Three main conclusions have been
drawn, taking into account the processes not only at the regional, but also at the national and
global level.

The second chapter is 52 pages or 33% the volume of the dissertation. A statistical
analysis based on comprehensive statistical information on small and medium-sized
enterprises in economic activities, areas and planning regions in Bulgaria was successfully
carried out in it. The author's contribution stands out through the presentation of the
methodology and the results of a survey conducted, which is supplemented by expert
assessments of the state and problems in regional competitiveness, as well as the author's
personal observations on the investigated issues. Through the various methods used, the
author identifies the main groups of problems that make it difficult for small and medium-
sized enterprises in Bulgaria.

The third chapter has the smallest volume of 36 pages or 23% of the dissertation
work. In it, the author substantiates the need for digital change, which includes not only the
generation, processing and structuring of the flow of information, but also the decision-
making processes in small and medium-sized enterprises. The factors influencing the
definition and selection of the investment strategy are analyzed. The focus of attention is on
the service sector.

4. Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions

5 contributions of the dissertation are indicated. The first of them is of a theoretical-
methodological nature, two are of an analytical nature, and two of the mentioned
contributions are of an empirical and practical-applied nature.

As the most valuable of them, | define the contributions under No. 3 and 5, named:

- Quantitative and qualitative analysis of the achievements of small and medium
enterprises in Bulgaria;

- Recommendations for overcoming regional imbalances by improving the work of
the responsible institutions, speeding up the digitization process and improving the
implemented state policy to support small and medium-sized enterprises.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

The attached list of publications related to the dissertation topic includes 3
publications. All are collective volumes published by UNWE. All mentioned publications are
thematically related to the dissertation work. The publication under No. 3 Assessment of
Innovations and Technologies in Bulgarian Enterprises is presented both in Bulgarian and in



English. The PhD student's publications were published in the period 2021-2024. All
publications are single-authored. Publications in co-authorship, as well as in scientific
journals, are not presented.

6. Evaluation of the autoref

The autoref for the dissertation has a volume of 28 pages, standard text in Bulgarian,
as well as an English version. In it, the main moments in the dissertation are appropriately
indicated, as well as the structure of the dissertation work, the contributions, the list of
publications of the doctoral student.

7. Criticisms, recommendations and questions

My critical remarks are mainly of a technical nature, related to the poor presentation
of the report under No. 1 (The consequences of covid 19 on the business of the regions in
Bulgaria), as well as the information in the tables of the autoref.

In the text of the dissertation, and more specifically in the 3" chapter, regional
competitiveness is considered in the context of the digital transformation of the economy and
society. However, this focus of attention is not noted in the title of the dissertation, which
implies consideration of the other aspects of competitiveness that are listed only by the
dissertation. I recommend that the volume of the main text should not be less than 150 pages.
It would be good to form an application with a presented survey card that was used in the
study. Visualizing the text and tables in Chapter 2 with a map of Bulgaria's regions would
also be an advantage.

Regarding the PhD student's publications, | recommend diversifying the venues for
publishing future articles and reports, future joint publications, as well as publications
abroad.

My questions to the PhD student are as follows:

1. How do you assess (territorially, temporally and sectorally) the current regional
imbalances in the country that need to be overcome? (personal assessment) Are these
imbalances currently deepening or are they decreasing?

2. Apart from digitalization, which is the focus of attention in dissertations, what
other ways to overcome regional imbalances in Bulgaria would you suggest?

8. Conclusion

The presented critical notes and recommendations do not belittle the work of the
dissertation student. The goal and tasks that have been set have been accomplished. The
research thesis is justified and defended. In this regard, | express my positive assessment
regarding the dissertation work presented for consideration and discussion and propose to
award the doctoral student Kiril Boykov Zdravkov the educational and scientific degree
"doctor” in scientific specialty 3.7. "Administration and Management (Regional
Development)”

05.06.2024

Shumen Signature:



