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ABTOp Ha nucepTannonnus Tpya: KHPUJ BOMKOB 3/IPABKOB

Tema na paucepraumonnuss tpya: IHPEOJOJIABAHE HA PEI'MOHAJIHUTE
JANCBAJIAHCHU YPE3 ITOBUITABAHE HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOBHOCTTA B
PETMTOHUTE

Ocnosanue 3a TIpECTaBSIHE HAa CTAHOBHIIETO: YYacTHE B ChCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO JKypU IO
3alllUTa Ha JUCEPTalUOHHUS Tpya cbriacHo 3amoBen Nel333/14.05.2024 na 3am-pexropa mo HUJ]
Ha YHCC.

1. Wudopmamnusi 3a 1ucepTanTa

JucepranTbT ce € oOydaBal MO JIOKTOpCKa IporpaMa JOKTOpCKa Iporpama
AJIMUHUCTPALIA U VIIPABJIEHUE (PernonanHo pasButue), mpodecruoHaTHO HalpaBleHUE
3.7.Aomunucmpayus u ynpagienue KbM Kateapa ,,PETHOHAaTHO pa3BUTHE” ChC CPOK Ha oOyueHue 4
/aeTupu/ romuuH, chriacHo 3amoBex Ha Pexropa ma YHCC Ne948/27.04.2020r. OGyueHnuero €
OCBIIECTBEHO B 3adouna (popma, npe3 nepuoaa 07.04.2020r. - 07.04.2024r.

2. OO0ma XapaKkTepuCTHKA HA MPeACTABEHHs IUCEPTAHOHEH TPY/

Jlucepmayuonnusm mpyo e ¢ odbem 157 crammaptam crpanunu. ChCTOM C€ OT YBOJA, TPHU
OCHOBHHU TJIaBH 3aKIJIIOUYECHUE, OCHOBHU HAYYHU ITOCTHXKCHHS C IPHHOCEH XapakKTep, CUCHK ¢he 123
U3I0JI3BAaHU H3TOYHUKA.

Axmyarnocmma ua memama Ha JUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYI TMPOU3THYA OT OOEKTUBHUTE
PEATHOCTH B TJI00aIHaTa UKOHOMHKA M PETHOHAIHOTO pa3BUTHE. PernoHHMTE ca OCHOBEH OOCKT Ha
[[EJICHACOYCHO BB3JCHCTBHE OT CTpaHa Ha TPABUTEICTBATA M MPOCIEPUTETBT MM € OT
IBPBOCTETIICHHO 3HAYCHHE B HAITMOHATHUTE W EBPOIICHCKHUTE CTPATETHH 32 PA3BHUTHE.

3a mogoOpsiBaHEe HA COIMAIIHUTE U MKOHOMHYECKHUTE TMOKA3aTeNId B PETUOHUTE MTOCTOSHHO Ce
anpoOupaT HOBH, MOJIEPHH MOAXOIU U (JOPMU Ha PErHOHAIIHA TTOJTUTHKA.

KbM Te3u chBpeMeHHU (OpMHU 3a pa3BUTHE HA PETHOHUTE M TEXHUTE UKOHOMHUKHU MOTaT Jia ce



MPUYUCISIT KITBCTEPUTE, HAYIHO-U3CIIEI0BATEIICKH JIA0OpATOPUU U APYru (OPMHU Ha KOOTIEpUPAHE U
CBHTPYIHUYECTBO C IMIMPOKO Y4acTHe U B3aUMEH nHTepec. Te chueTaBaT MHOBAILlMU C HATPYIIAH OIUT,
IIPU KOETO B PETHMOHUTE C€ Ch3/laBaT YCTOWYMBHU Ou3Hec Mpexu. [IpakThueckara 3HAYUMOCT Ha
TeMaTa MPOU3TUYA OT CIO0KHOCTTA HAa CUMOMO03aTa MEXKAY OTIEITHUTE GUPMU, IbP>KABHUTE OPTaHU U
HENPAaBUTEJICTBEHUTE (POPMH Ha TPAXKIaHCKO y4acTHeE, KaTO Ha BCUUKH paBHUIIA JelcTBa (PaKTOPHT
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, a HaydyHUTE HJIed M J00puTe NpPaKTUKU ca MPU3BAaHM Ja pellaBar
KOMIUIEKCHUTE BBIIPOCH Ha COIHMATHO-MKOHOMHYECKOTO pa3BUTHE, C KOUTO Ja C€ MpPeoaosiBaT

nucOamaHCUTE B PETHOHUTE.

CrnenoBaTenHO aHanuzupanume 6 OUCEPMAYUOHHUSL MPYO NpobLemMu umMam HAyyHa U
NPAKMUYecKa 3HavyuMocm, 3all0To BIHSAT 3a IIOCTUTAHETO Ha COLIMATHO-UKOHOMHYECKA CTAOMIIHOCT
U nipocrieputet B peruonute Ha EC.

Llenma na oucepmayuonnus mpyo € € Ja TOKaKe 3HAUYCHHETO, pOJiATa M BIUSHHETO Ha
MAaJIKUSl U CpefieH OM3HeC KaTo ChBpeMeHHa (popma 3a pa3BUTHETO HA PETHMOHHUTE M MPEOAOIIBAHETO
Ha HeraTUBHHUTE nucOanancu B beirapus. B msmbineHne Ha Taka (GopMylMpaHaTa el ce IpaBU
anaim3 Ha MCII, 3a ma ce ycTaHOBM CTENEeHTa HA TSIXHAaTa WKOHOMHMYECKAa AaKTHMBHOCT U
CIOCOOHOCTTA UM J1a BB3ACHUCTBAT €()EKTUBHO BHPXY PErHOHATHOTO Pa3BUTHE.

3a mocturanero U, JOKTOPAHTHT CH € MOCTaBHJI 3a PEIIaBaHe CICAHUTE U3CAe008AMENCKU
3a0avu:

e Jla ce M3BBPIIM TEOPETUYCH 0030p M Ja C€ W3BEJAT METOAOJIOTMYECKH IMOCTAHOBKH
OTHOCHO KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTA B IPOCTPAHCTBEH ACIIEKT.

e Jla ce aHanu3upa M OLIEHM HOpPMaTHBHATa paMKa, perjaMeHTHpalla pPa3BUTHUETO Ha
MAaJIKUS M cpeieH OM3HeC B KOHTEKCTa Ha PETMOHATHOTO Pa3BUTHE.

e Jla ce 00001 U aHATH3UPA HATPYHAHUAT TEOPETUUYECH U MPAKTUYECKU OIUT, CBBP3aH C
(YHKIIMOHHUPAHETO U KOHKypeHTocnocooHocTTa Ha MCII.

e Jla ce mpoBeie eMIHMPUYHO M3CIEJBAHE C aHKETHAa KapTa, 3a Ja ce IpOBeEpU
cnoco6HocTTa HAa MCII n1a ce MHTErpupaT B pernoHaaIHaTa MKOHOMHMKA.

e Jla ce ouepTasT HAaCOKUTE M BB3MOKHOCTUTE 3a pPa3BUTHE Ha KOHKYpEHTOCHOcoOHaTa
cpena B bbearapus v npeofossBaHeTO Ha AUCOATaHCHUTE HAa pETHOHUTE.

Obexm Ha u3cnedeare Ha AUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ € Ipolleca HAa PErHOHAIHO pa3BUTHE, B
KOHTEKCTa Ha (pyHKIMOHMpaHe Ha MankuTe U cpeauu npeanpudarus (MCII) u TsaxHOTO Bb3aeHcTBHE
BBPXY TAX. M3cieaBaHu ca COIMATHO-UKOHOMHMYECKH MPOLECH B PETHOHAIHOTO pPAa3BUTHE U
BB3/CHCTBUETO BBPXY peruoHuTe Ha bbiarapus B pe3yiraT Ha BIMSHHETO OT IPOBEXKIAHUTE
NOJUTHUKU 32 MOBHIIABaHE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa Ipe3 nepuoaa Ha wieHcTBoTo HU B EC.
OcBeH TOBa HSIKOW WHHUIMATHBH, TPOU3THYAIIN OT JPYTH TOJHUTHUKH, CE€ BKIIOUBAT B PETHOHAITHOTO
U3MEpEeHue, KaTo TIOCTaBAT akIEeHT BbpPXY HayKara M TEXHOJOTMHUTE, HOJUTHKATAa KbM
NPEANPUATHITA U BAXKHOCTTA HA PETHOHUTE (HAIIpUMEp KOHIICTIIIUHUTE 32 PErHOHAIHA HHOBAIIMOHHA
CUCTEMA).

Ilpeomem ma u3zcnedosanemo ca KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA, WHOBAIIUUTE W JIUTUTATHUTE
pelIeHNs 3a MPEeINpUATHATA, KaTO ChbBpeMeHHa (opMa 32 HKOHOMUYECKO U TEPUTOPUAITHO Pa3BUTHE.
W3cnenBanu ca KOMIUJIEKCHUTE BBIIPOCH, CBBP3aHU ChC Ch3JJaBAaHETO, PA3BUTUETO, POJISTa U MIACTOTO
Ha MaJIKus U cpefieH 6usHec B bbarapus. Cp3naBaHeTo Ha KM3HEHA KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHaA cpena y
HAC € MKOHOMHYECKH W TIOJMTUYECKH MPHOPUTET, a OICHKAaTa Ha JOCETAlIHOTO MY HM3ITBJIHEHHE U
OBJeIUTe ONIMK 32 Pa3BUTHE Ca OT ChIIECTBEHA BAXKHOCT 3a MPEOJOJSBAHETO Ha HEpaBEHCTBATa
MEXIy PETHOHHTE.

OcHoBHaTa u3cie0BaTeICKaTa Te3a Ha AUCEPTAMOHHUS TPY/] €: 1ucOaTaHCUTe B pETHOHUTE
Morar ia ObJIaT MPEoI0JICHN Ype3 BHEAPSIBAHE HAa WHOBAIIWH, JUTHUTATIH3AINS Ha OU3HEC MTPOILIECUTE
U Cbh3/1aBaHE Ha KOHKYPEHTHa cpeja 3a Mpeanpustuara B bearapus, KoeTo oT CBOsl CTpaHa Iie
ch371a/1e OIaronpusiTHU YCIOBUS 32 COLMATHO-UKOHOMUYECKO Pa3BUTHE HA PETUOHUTE 3a MJIAaHUPAHE
ot HuBo NUTS 2.

B 6ubmmorpadusita, kosato € onucana B 9 cTpaHuId, ca mocoueHu 123 u3TouyHuKa, OT KOUTO
33 Ha Owirapcku e3uk u 35 Ha uyxng u 41 ye® Oubnuorpadcku wm3rounuka. Te BKITIOUBAT



MOHOTpaUYHN W HAyYHU pPa3paObOTKH, MOKIATH, MyOnuKanuu W 14 HOPMATHBHH JIOKYMEHTH.
[Tocouenute nuTepaTypHH W3TOYHUIM W IIUTHPAHU aBTOPU B HaydyHaTa pa3padoOTKa, TOBOPAT 3a
3abJI009EHU TEOPETHYHH ITO3HAHUS HA IOKTOPAHTA [0 OCHOBHATA TEMATHKA.

3. OueHKa HA MOJIyYeHHTE HAYYHH W HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHHU Pe3yJITaTH

OOXxBaThT Ha U3CJIEABAHETO (HAyYHOM3CIIEIOBATEICKATa Te3a, O0EKTHT, MPEAMETHT, LIENTa U
U3CJIEIOBATEIICKUTE 3a/1a4l, KAKTO U MOCTUTHATUTE PEe3yATaTH) JaBaT OCHOBaHHUE Ta3M JUCEPTaLUs
na Obae KBaTHHUIMpaHA KATO HAYYHA U MPAKTUKO - MPUJIOKHA.

[Ipu u3cnenBaHeTo € M3MOJI3BaH MHTEPAUCHUILIMHAPEH MOIX0J M BKJIIOYBA TPAJAULIMOHHU U
ChBPEMEHHHU METO/M 32 aHAIU3 U OLICHKA.

W3non3Banu ce aHanu3 U CHHTE3, aOCTpakuus U 0000LIeHWEe, MHIYKIUS U JeAYKIIHS;
craTuctuka, anketHo npoyuBaHe u SWOT ananuz. Cpen OCHOBHUTE MHCTPYMEHTH, Ype3 KOUTO Ce
pelaBat u3cie0BaTeICKuTe 3a1a4uu. M3nons3Banu ca MHOKECTBO METOI0JIOTUYECKU U METOUYECKH
TOKyMeHTH Ha EBpomeiickus cbi03, HOPMATHUBHU AaKTOBE Ha EBPOMNEHCKOTO U OBIATapCKOTO
3aKOHOJATENICTBO

TeopeTnko-MeTo10JI0TUYHATA YacT HA JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ CE OCHOBaBa Ha 3a/1bJI00YEH
KOHTEHT aHaJIu3 Ha €BPOIMEWCKOTO U HAIMOHATHOTO 3aKOHOJATENICTBO U YCTAHOBEHUTE MPAKTUKU B
objacTTa Ha CBH3JABAHETO, PA3BUTUETO U I[JIOCTHOTO TOJANOMAaraHe Ha MaJKH W CPEIAHH
npennpustus (MCII).

ABTOPBT Ha JMCEpPTAlMATa MPOyYBA PA3IUYHU TEOPETHUYHH W TPUIIOKHU H3CIEABAHUA, C
OIHT 32 JIa MPOBEJe COOCTBEHO EMITMPUYHO MPOYYBAHUS CBBP3aHH C TEMaTa 3a MPEOoJI0JIABaHE Ha
pErHOHAIHUTE JUCOATIAHCH U TTOBHIIIABaHA HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA B PETUOHUTE.

[Tocoyennte OT aucepTaHTa MPUHOCH HANBJIHO MOTBBPKAABAT, Y€ TOW € M3IIBJIHUI
IIOCTaBEHUTE OT HEro M3CJeI0BaTeNICKa Te3a, XUIIOTE3H, 1]l U 33/1a4d Ha pa3paboTKaTa.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPHIOKHH PHHOCH

B mnacrosmara gucepranus ca NpeACTaBEHW OPUTMHAIHM HAyYHM M HAYyYHO- HPHIOKHHU
IPUHOCH B PE3YNITAT OT U3CIEABAHUATA HA JOKTOPAHTA.

e HampaBen e ¢okycupaH TeopeTHUEH aHaJIW3 Ha MOHATUMHHSA amapar, CBbp3aH C
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA M HEHHOTO MPAKTUKO-TIPUIIOXKHO MPOSIBIICHUE.

e |I3BbpuIeHN ca aHANM3 M OLEHKA Ha aKTyajgHaTa HOPMAaTHBHO-PETyJIaTOpHA paMmKa 3a
ch3naBane u pazsutue Ha MCII B brarapusi.

e (CucreMaru3upaH € HATPYMAHUAT IPAKTUUECKU OMUT MPU PYHKIIMOHUPAHETO HA MAJIKUTE
Y CPEIHM NpEeANnpusaTUs B bearapus, 4pe3 KOJIUUYECTBEH U KAUECTBEH aHAJIN3 HA TOCTHIKEHUATA UM.

e [IpoBeneHO € aHKETHO NMPOYYBAHE U € HAPABEH EMIIMPUYEH aHAJIN3 Ha PE3yIATaTUTE, OT
neitHoctta Ha MCII u BB3zAelicTBUeTO Ha LMdpoBaTa TpaHcPopMmalUs Ha MKOHOMHUKATa BBPXY
TeXHHsI OU3HEC.

e li3BeneHu ca TpPENoOpbKU 3a MPEOJOJIIBAHE HAa PErHOHATIHHUTE JUCcOalaHCH, Ypes
nogo0psBaHe paboTaTa Ha OTTOBOPHHUTE MHCTUTYIMH, YCKOpsIBAHE IpOIeca Ha JAUTHTAIM3alUS U
YCBHBBPIICHCTBAHE HA MPOBEXKIaHAaTa AbpKaBHA MOJUTHKA 3a noakpena Ha MCII.

5. OueHka Ha MyGIHKAIMUTE 1O IUCEPTANMSITA

[To TemaTukara Ha AMCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYI JOKTOPAHTHT € MPEACTABHI TPH IMyOJMKALUU, HA
KOUTO € aBTOp. ChIIUTE NPSKO KOPECHOHIUpAT C TeMara Ha JUCEpTalusATa M ca aHOHCUPAHW Ha
Hayuan npoektu B YHCC. IlyOnukanuure ca CBbp3aHM C AUCEPTAMOHHHS TPYA W pa3KpuBaT
KOMIIETEHTHOCTTA Ha JJOKTOpaHTa B Hay4yHaTa 00JIacT, B KOSTO € pa3paboTeHa JucepTalusiTa.

6. Ouenka na asropedepara

ABtopedepata e pa3paboTeH CBhITIACHO M3UCKBAHHATA M ChABPka OCHOBHUTE MPOOIeMH U
IBTUIIATA 33 TAXHOTO PEICHUE, TTOCOYCHH B AMCEPTAMOHHUS TpyA. Toii 1aBa IbJIHA MPEICTaBa 3a
Hay4YHATa CTOMHOCT U MPaKTHYECKAaTa MPHJIOKUMOCT Ha TIOCTUTHATUTE IPUHOCH OT JIUCEPTAHTA.

Crnensa na ce agmupupa (hakra, ue B aBTopedeparta Ha TUCEPTANHATA KOPEKTHO ca MMOCOYCHU



HEOOXOIMMOCTTa, 3HAYCHHUETO, IEJIMTE, MPEaMETa, 3aaunuTe, METOANTE, IPAKTHUECKOTO 3HAUCHHE,
U3TOYHUIINTE, 00eMa U CTPYKTypaTa Ha U3CJICIBAHETO, KAKTO U HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO - TPUIOKHUTE
NPUHOCH. B HEro ca mpejcraBeHH HAKpPaTKO TE3UTE M M3BOJMUTE, JO KOWTO JOCTHIra JOKTOPAHTA,
KaKTO U ChIbPXKAHUETO Ha mpeiokenusta de lege ferenda, ¢ HeoOxoauMara apryMeHTaIus 3a TOBA.

7. KpuTuunu 0eJie;KKd, MPenopbKH U BHIPOCH
Hapen ¢ n3bpoeHure 10CTOMHCTBA Ha JOKTOPAHTa € PEAHO /1a C€ MPHUBJICUYe BHUMAHUETO KbM
CPaBHHTEITHO CKPOMHATA MY ITyOJUKAIIMOHHA JIEHHOCT.

8. 3akumouenune

TpynsT nokas3Ba, 4e JOKTOPAHTHT IPUTEkKaBa 33bJI00YCHH TEOPETUYHH 3HAHUS 110 HAyYHATa
CIELHATHOCT U CIIOCOOHOCT 3a CaMOCTOATENHU HayyHU u3cienBaHus (wi.27, an.l TIII3PACPB).
HucepTtamusta oTroBapsi Ha popMaTHUTE PEKBU3UTOPHH M3nCKBaHus Ha 4. 27, an. 2 [III3PACPB, a
pa3zpaboTKaTa Ha OTJIEITHUTE MPOOJIEMU B TUCEPTALUOHHUS TPYH MPEACTABISABA €IHO U3IBPKAHO OT
€3MKOBa M CTWIMCTUYHA TJEAHU TOYKM HAY4YHO H3CJIE/IBaHE, KOETO C€ BIIHMCBA HAMBIHO B
MpPEJICTaBUTE HA HAyYHATA KOJETUs 3a U3IbPKaH HAY4YeH TPY/I.

W3noxxeHoTo 10 TyK MM JaBa OCHOBaHHUE Ja JaM MOJI0KMTeJHA OIIEHKa M Ja TjacyBaM 3a
NMPHUCHXKIAHEe Ha oOpaszoBaTeiiHaTa W HaydHa crteneH "mokrtop" Ha Kupwmn BoiikoB 3apaBkoB, B
npodecuoHamTHOTO HampaBieHue 3.7 AIMUHUCTpalUs U YIpaBlICHUE, MO HAYYHA CHeYUudiHoCm
»AJIMUHUCTpAIUA U yIIPaBJICHUE (PETMOHATHO PAa3BUTHE).

30.05.2024 r. IMoanuc:
I'p. Ulymen /mpod. n-p H. Cantupos/
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1. Information about the dissertant
The dissertant has been trained in the doctoral program ADMINISTRATION AND
MANAGEMENT (Regional Development), professional field 3.7.Administration and Management
at the Department of Regional Development with a period of study of 4 /four/ years, according to the
Order of the Rector of the UNWE Ne948/27.04.2020. The training is carried out in part-time form,
during the period 07.04.2020 - 07.04.2024.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation

The dissertation is 157 standard pages long. It consists of an introduction, three main chapters
conclusion, main scientific achievements with contribution, list of 123 sources used.

The relevance of the topic of the dissertation arises from the objective realities in the global
economy and regional development. Regions are the main object of targeted influence by
governments and their prosperity is of paramount importance in national and European development
strategies.

New, modern approaches and forms of regional policy are constantly being tried out to
improve social and economic indicators in the regions.

Clusters, research laboratories and other forms of cooperation and collaboration with broad



participation and mutual interest can be counted among these modern forms for the development of
regions and their economies. They combine innovation with experience, creating sustainable
business networks in the regions. The practical relevance of the topic stems from the complexity of
the symbiosis between individual companies, public authorities and non-governmental forms of
civic participation, with the competitiveness factor at work at all levels, and scientific ideas and good
practices called upon to address the complex issues of socio-economic development, with which to
overcome regional imbalances.

Therefore, the problems analyzed in the dissertation have scientific and practical significance
because they influence the achievement of socio-economic stability and prosperity in the EU regions.

The aim of the dissertation is to show the importance, role and influence of small and
medium business as a modern form for the development of regions and overcoming the negative
imbalances in Bulgaria. In pursuance of the objective thus formulated, an analysis of SMEs is made
in order to ascertain the extent of their economic activity and their ability to effectively influence
regional development.

In order to achieve this, the PhD student has set the following research tasks:

e To conduct a theoretical review and to derive methodological propositions on
competitiveness in spatial aspect.

e To analyse and evaluate the regulatory framework governing the development of small
and medium-sized businesses in the context of regional development.

e Tosummarise and analyse the accumulated theoretical and practical experience related to
the functioning and competitiveness of SMEs.

e Conduct an empirical study with a questionnaire to test the ability of SMEs to integrate
into the regional economy.

e To outline the directions and opportunities for the development of the competitive
environment in Bulgaria and overcoming the imbalances of the regions.

The object of the dissertation research is the process of regional development in the context
of the functioning of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and their impact on them. Socio-
economic processes in regional development and the impact on the regions of Bulgaria as a result of
the influence of the policies implemented to increase competitiveness during the period of our EU
membership are studied. In addition, some initiatives stemming from other policies are included in
the regional dimension, focusing on science and technology, enterprise policy and the importance of
regions (e.g. concepts of a regional innovation system).

The subject of the study is competitiveness, innovation and digital solutions for enterprises as
a modern form of economic and territorial development. The complex issues related to the creation,
development, role and place of small and medium-sized businesses in Bulgaria are studied. The
creation of a vibrant competitive environment in our country is an economic and political priority,
and the assessment of its performance to date and future development options are essential for
overcoming regional inequalities.

The main research thesis of the dissertation is: the imbalances in the regions can be overcome
through the implementation of innovation, digitalization of business processes and the creation of a
competitive environment for enterprises in Bulgaria, which in turn will create favorable conditions
for socio-economic development of the NUTS 2 planning regions.

In the bibliography, which is described in 9 pages, 123 sources are listed, of which 33 in
Bulgarian and 35 in foreign languages and 41 web bibliographic sources. These include monographs
and scientific papers, reports, publications and 14 normative documents. The mentioned literature
sources and cited authors in the scientific elaboration indicate the PhD student's in-depth theoretical
knowledge of the main topic.

3. Evaluation of the scientific and applied results obtained
The scope of the research (the research thesis, the object, the subject, the aim and the research
tasks, as well as the achieved results) give grounds to qualify this dissertation as scientific and



practical-applied.

The study used an interdisciplinary approach and included traditional and contemporary
methods of analysis and evaluation.

Analysis and synthesis, abstraction and generalization, induction and deduction; statistics,
survey and SWOT analysis are used. The main tools used to solve the\ research tasks include.
Numerous methodological and methodological documents of the European Union, regulations of the
European and Bulgarian legislation are used

The theoretical and methodological part of the dissertation is based on a thorough content
analysis of European and national legislation and established practices in the field of creation,
development and overall support of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMES).

The author of the dissertation explores various theoretical and applied research, with an
attempt to conduct his own empirical research related to the topic of overcoming regional imbalances
and increasing competitiveness in the regions.

The contributions mentioned by the dissertator fully confirm that he has fulfilled the research
thesis, hypotheses, aim and objectives of the study.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied contributions

This dissertation presents original scientific and applied contributions as a result of the
doctoral student's research.

e A focused theoretical analysis of the conceptual apparatus related to competitiveness and
its practical and applied manifestation is made.

e The analysis and assessment of the current legal and regulatory framework for the
establishment and development of SMEs in Bulgaria are carried out.

e |t systematizes the accumulated practical experience in the functioning of small and
medium-sized enterprises in Bulgaria through a quantitative and qualitative analysis of their
achievements.

e A survey was conducted and an empirical analysis was made of the performance of
SMEs and the impact of the digital transformation of the economy on their business.

e Recommendations are made to overcome regional imbalances by improving the work of
the responsible institutions, accelerating the process of digitalization and improving the state policy
to support SMEs.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications

On the subject of the dissertation the PhD student has submitted three publications of which
he is the author. They directly correspond to the topic of the dissertation and have been announced at
scientific projects at the UNWE. The publications are related to the dissertation and reveal the PhD
student's competence in the scientific field in which the dissertation is developed.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract has been developed according to the requirements and contains the main
problems and the ways of their solution mentioned in the thesis. It gives a full picture of the scientific
value and practical applicability of the contributions made by the dissertation.

It should be admired that the abstract of the dissertation correctly states the necessity,
significance, aims, subject, objectives, methods, practical significance, sources, volume and structure
of the research, as well as the scientific and scientifically applied contributions. It briefly presents the
theses and conclusions reached by the doctoral student, as well as the content of the de lege ferenda
proposals, with the necessary justification for this.

7. Critical comments, recommendations and questions
Along with the listed merits of the PhD student, it is right to draw attention to his relatively
modest publication activity.



8. Conclusion

The thesis demonstrates that the PhD student possesses in-depth theoretical knowledge of the
scientific specialty and the ability for independent scientific research (Article 27, Paragraph 1 of the
PPPASRB). The dissertation meets the formal requisite requirements of Article 27(2) of the
PPZPADB, and the development of the individual problems in the dissertation constitutes a
linguistically and stylistically sound scientific study, which fits perfectly into the scientific
committee's idea of a sound scientific work.

The foregoing gives me grounds to give a positive assessment and to vote for the award of
the degree of Doctor of Education and Science to Kiril Boykov Zdravkov, in the professional field
3.7 Administration and Management, in the scientific specialty Administration and Management
(Regional Development).

30.05.2024 r. Signature:
Siti Shumen Gr. D. Saltirov/



