YHUBEPCHUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBHIIIE

Ot: pod. npu Munko Jumutpos Ilerpon
CY”CB. Knumenm Oxpudcku”™

OTHOCHO: aHMcepTAalMOHEH TPYX 3a NPHCHAKAAHEe Ha o0pa3oBaTeJHA H
HAay4Ha cTemeH ,,JOKTOP“, mpodecroHalHO HampaBieHue 3.5.
Obwecmeenu KOMYHUKAYUU U UHPOPMAYUOHHU HAYKU.

OcHoBaHHe 3a mpeAcTaBsiHE HA CTAHOBHUIETO. penicHue Ha Kateapenus
CBhBET Ha Kateapa ,,Meouu u obujecmeerHu KOMyHuUKayuu”

ABTOp Ha quceprauMoHHusA TpyA: Cumona Bacunesa JlumutpoBa
Tema Ha qucepTaumoHuusi Tpya.” Hosu 6usnec mooenu 6 neuamuume meouu”’
1. NUndopmanus 3a TUCEPTAHTKATA

Cumona JlumMuTpOBa YCIENIHO € 3aBbpIIWJIA JIOKTOpPCKaTa Iporpama Io
Temata:,,Opeanuzayus u ynpaeieHue u3gvbH cgepama HA MamepuaiHomo
npouzeoocmeo”’ \kameopa "Meduu u  obwecmeenu  KOMYHuKayuu’,
Gaxynmem’Urxonomuka na ungpacmpyxkmypama’ na YHCC, npodecroHamHo
HanpasiieHnue 3.5. ObwecmseeHu KOMyHUKAyuu U UHGOPMAYUOHHU HAYKU.

O01ma xapakTepucTHKa HA NPEICTABCHUS AMCEPTALNOHEH TPYJ

JlucepTaliMOHHUAT TPyl OTroBaps Ha 3aKOHOBUTE M3UCKBAHMS, TOU C€ ChCTOU
oT 3 riaBy, 3aKJII0YEHNE U Hay4dHU NpuHOcU. HeroBusiT o0em € 256 ctpanuiy,
MPWIOKEH € COUCHhK C HAaydyHW NyOnukanuu, uMa rpaduku, Tabmunu u
oubmuorpadus.

B yBojma Ha nucepranmsTa, JOKTOpaHTKaTa apryMEHTHpa akTyaJHOCTTa Ha
TeMaTa, U Hall-Bede- HEeMHaTa CBbP3aHOCT C MEIMNHUTE MPAKTUKU. TS MHOrO
no0pe mo3HaBa HOBHUTE OM3HEC MOJENM B TMEYATHUTE MEAUH, KOETO MpPaBH
U3JI0)KEHUETO HAYYHO YOETUTENHO.



Ot rnegumie Ha MenuiiHaTa Teopusi, B mbpBa riaBa CumoHa JlumuTpoBa
pasriexaa NeYyaTHUTE MEIUM U TSXHOTO NO3WLMOHMPAHE HA MEAUNHUSA I1a3ap,
Y Hal-Bede 3HAYMTEIHATa IPOMsIHA HA TO3M Ia3ap ¢ Pa3BUTHUETO HA UHTEPHET,
HOBUTE AUTUTATHMU IUIAaTGOPMH, M HAJaraHeTO Ha COIMATHUTE MPEXKU B
MEAMUHOTO noTpedseHue. ['oJeMusT MeIueH HAaTUCK Ha MHTEPHET JIOTMYHO
BOJM J0O IpoMsiHA Ha Ou3Heca Ha MeYaTHUTE MeAuu. Te ca M3NpaBeHU Npen
HEOOXOAMMOCTTa KOPEHHO Ja MIPOMEHAT CBOsI OU3HEC MOJIEI, 3a /1a OLIETIEsAT.

JlokTopaHTKaTa TpejacTaBs U OBP30TO pa3BUTHE Ha OM3HEC MOJIEIUTE Ha
NeYyaTHUTE MEIUU B CTpaHu kKato BemukoOpurtanus u VMcnanus, TS moapoOHO
pasriiexaa HAKOM MHOTO MOMYJIPHU M OTJaBHA HAJIOKEHU IPEC U3IAHUS
kato ,,Tapausn”,.”Hio Hopk Taitmc” u ,,Hemrsabn Jxuorpadux”. Ha ToBa e
MOCBETEHA BTOpA TJIaBa OT HEWHaTa aucepranuda. Pasrimenana € u temara 3a
roJIsIMOTO BIMsAHWE Ha maHaemuaTra KoBua-19 BbpXy medara, KakTo M IO
KaKbB HAUYMH PA3JINYHUTE TIEYATHU U3JAAHUS S OTPa3siBar.

[NonsimMa TexxeCT B AMCEPTAlMOHHUA TPY/l UMAT MTPOBEICHUTE OT JOKTOPAHTKATa
JBE COLMOJIOTMYECKU H3cieaBaHusd. [IbpBOTO H3ciienBaHE € HApPaBEeHO ChbC
celeM MEIUMHM eKCIEepTH, YMSATO paboTa MpSKO € CBbp3aHa C KOHKPETHU
nevyatHu uznanug. Kem Hero Cumona {umutpoBa 100aBsi 1 BTOPO M3CIIECIBAHE
, KOETO € OCBIIECTBEHO ¢ rmoMourra Ha 50 yyactHuiy. ['1aBHaTa TeMa € Kak U B
KaKBa CTEIEH Ce pa3BUBAT MEIUNWHUTE MOTPEOHOCTU OT MEUYATHU M3JAHUs, KaK
TE3W MOTPEOHOCTH Ce ChUeTaBaT B HOBaTa XHOpHIHA MeAHWiiHA cpela, KOSTO
npejjara MeIMMHO ChAbPKAHHE B OIPOMEH 00eM, II0 BCSKO BpeMe€ U Ha
pa3IMuHA MEAUIHU T1aTHOPMHU.

ABTOpedepaThbT Ha JucepTalUsaTa OTroBaps Ha 3aKOHOBUTE M3UCKBaHuUs. Toi
ChAbpkKAa HEOOXOJUMHUTE E€JIEeMEHTH KaTo: HAYyYHU LeJIM U 3a/layd, OCHOBHU
XUIOTE3H, MPUIIOKEeHUs, onbdauorpadus u Ap. B Hero oTimyHO € mpeacraBeHa
OCHOBHATa H3CJIEIOBATEICKAa LEJ Ja JOKTOpCKaTa IHCepTalus, a HUMEHHO:
Opersie] U aHalu3 Ha OCHOBHUTE OHM3HEC MOJENM Ha HSAKOU YTBBPIEHU
CBETOBHM wu3JaHusi karto ,,l'apaubh”,.”Hio fIOpK Taiimc” un ,,HemrpHBI
Jlxxunorpaduk”. A ChIO M HIKOU OBJITApCKH M3AaHUS MPEIUMHO OT ,,MenuitHa
rpyna bwarapus’.

Wnu, o cBost 00eM, CTpyKTypa, 0OEKT M MpeaMET Ha HAYYHOTO HM3CJIEIBaHE,
JOKTOpCKaTa IMcepTanusi OTTOBapsi HA HEOOXOJMMHUTE 3aKOHOBU U3MCKBAHUS.

Hoxrtopantkata CumoHa JMMHTpOBa H3MON3Ba Pa3HOOOpPAa3HM METOAU Ha
U3CJIEBAHE- TEOPETUYEH aHaIU3, MAPKETUHIOBU IPOYYBAHUs, JBE ABTOPCKU
EMIIMPUYHU U3CIICABAHUA, KOUTO Ype3 KayeCTBEHW METOIAMKH, W3CIJIeIBaT



MOTPEOHOCTUTE, HATJACUTEe W  BWKIAHWATA HAa  HAKOM JKYPHAIHCTH U
MEHUUKBPU OT HW3BECTHH IE€UaTHWU u3faHusg y Hac. ChOpaHWTE eMIHMpUYHU
JaHHU O0O0OOIIEHO TMOKa3BaT HSKOM BOJCIIM TEHJCHIIMM B Pa3BUTUETO Ha
BECTHHKApCKaTa MHAYCTpHUs B buarapus.

bux or6emns3an CbIIO, Y€ NUCCPTAIUOHHUAT TPy U3I10JI3BA MHOTO I[06T)p C3HK
Hn CTHII, KOWTO MOKa3Ba HaydHaTa KOMIICTCHTHOCT Ha JOKTOpPAaHTKaTa, YMCHHUCTO
u da CHCTCMATHU3HNpa HAYYHU HJACHU MW XHIIOTC3HU, Od TI'M IIPCACTABH  YPC3
OIITHUMAJIHA CTPYKTYPA U MHOI'O SICHO HU3JIOKCHHUC.

BpobOmie, noKkTOpaHTKaTa MOKa3Ba TEOPETHUYHM IIO3HAHUS, TA  LUTUpA
W3CIIEIBAHUS, aBTOPHU, KOHLIETIIIMH, KOUTO MOCTABAT TOBA HAYYHO H3CJIEIBAHE B
IIMPOK HAay4YeH KOHTEKCT, CBbP3aH C Pa3BUTHETO HA IpecaTa B YCIOBHUSATA Ha
eaHa Obp30 pa3BUBAILA CE U IPOMEHSAIA CE MEANITHA HKOHOMHMKA.

OHeHKa HA MOJYYCHUTEC HAYYHH H HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHU pPE3YyJaTaATH.

JlucepTallUOHHOTO H3CJIEABAHE  IMOCTUra CJIEAHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-
NPUJIOKHH PE3YJITATH:

Ha nmbpBO MsicTo, aucepramnusaTa moJpoOHO pas3riexkia OM3HEeCMOJIeIUTe Ha
TaKyWBa BJIMSATEIIHU ME€YATHU M3JIaHUS B CBETA KaTO BecTHUIUTE. ~T'apaubH’ U
,Hio Mopx Taiimc” n crucanuero, Hemrbubn Jxuorpadux”. JIokTopaHTKaTa
M aHaJIM3Upa UMEHHO B KOHTEKCTAa Ha TEXHUTE OW3HEC MOJENIU, KOUTO UM
MO3BOJISIBAT YCHEIIHO Jia C€ pa3BHUBAT B YCJIOBUSTAa Ha CUJIIHO KOHKYpPEHTHATa
MenuifHa cpena, kosito MIHTepHeT ch3iaBa.

Ha BTOpO MsICTO, JOKTOpAHTKATA MPABU 3aAbJI0O0YCH aHATU3 HA Pa3BUTHETO HA
rneyatHuTe Meauu B bwirapus, mpomsiHaTa W NEPCHEKTUBUTE TPE] TEXHUTE
Ou3Hec MOJIeNU, IPEIMMHO B OHJIAMH cpea.

Ha Ttpeto msicTo, TOKTOpaHTKaTa aHAIM3Upa OM3HEC MOJEIUTE HA MEYATHUTE
W3aHusl, y HAC U IO CBETAa, B KOHTEKCTa Ha CBETOBHATa maHaemus ot Kosum-
19, KOSTO TATOCTHO MPOMEHS TEXHHS MEIUeH (OKYC, KaTO B TO3U TEPHO
M3IISUI0 TIOTYMHSBA JTHEBHUST PEJl HA MEIMUTE B TJIO0OAJICH Maial.

Ha 4eTBBPTO MACTO, JOKTOPAHTKATA apryMEHTUPA HAYYHUTE CU MU3BOJU YpE3
NOJIyYEHUTE EMIIMPUYHU H3CIEABAHUS C KYPHAINCTH W MEHWIKBPU OT
npecaTta, Bb3 OCHOBA HAa HEMHA aBTOpCKa MeTonuKa. [IpencraBeHuTe MHEHUS HA
KYPHAJIUCTH U MEIUNHU MOTPEOUTENN MPABAT HEMHUTE HAYYHU U3BOAM MHOTO



no-yoenutennu. KaTto wu3mon3Ba pa3nUyHU  TEOPETUYHU M EMIUPUYHU
COLIMOJIOTMYECKH METOAM, IOKTOPAHTKaTa H3rpakJa LSJIOCTEH MOJAENI Ha
pPa3BUTHETO Ha TMEYATHUTE MEAMHM, B CBETOBEH Maliad M y Hac, B KOPEHHO
HOBUTE YCIIOBHS Ha 3acwiBallaTa ce KOHKYpeHIHs oT VHTepHeT, HOBUTE
JUTUTATHU IaTGOPMH U COLIMATTHU MPEXKH.

OueHka Ha HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TPUJIOKHYU NPUHOCH.
JucepranusTa ocTUra CliefHUTE HAyYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHU MPUHOCH:

Ha nbpBO MsICTO, B [UcepTalMATa € U3BBPILEH CPABHUTEIICH aHAJIU3 HA HIKOU
Yy)KIU U OBJIrapcKu Npec H3JaHusl, TEXHUTE OW3HEC MOJIENIH, W BOJECLIUTE
(akTOpH 3a TAXHOTO YCIIELIHO PAa3BUTHE B AUTUTAIIHA CPEJIA.

Ha BTOpo msicTo, B qucepranusita 0oOCTOMHO C€ aHAIM3UPAT NEYATHUTE MEIUN
B ,,Menuiina rpymna beiarapus™s mepuon ot Tpu roguau (2019- 2021).

Ha Ttpero mscrTo, nuceprauusra C€ OCHOBaBa Ha [IB€ CAMOCTOSTEIIHU
EMIIMPUYHU W3CJIC/IBAaHUS, TPOBEAECHU C IMOMONITA HA ABTOPCKU METOJUKHU C
MHOT'0 U3BECTHU KYPHAIUCTU U MEHUIXKbPU HA TIE€YATHU U3JaHUA Yy Hac, u ¢ 50
MEJIUIUHU TOTpPEOUTEeNn 4Ype3 BBIPOCHUK, KOWTO Chabpxka 20 OTBOpeHU
BeIpocu. Te3u wu3cneABaHWA TpemyaraT yOeIUTEeTHW apryMeHTH 3a
HAIpaBEHUTE OCHOBHU W3BOAM W (HOPMYTUPAHETO HA HSIKOUM MPOTHO3U OT
JOKTOpPAHTKATA.

Ouenka Ha nyOJUKaUUTE 10 JUCEPTALMATA.

[To TemaTa Ha cBOsATa AMCEpTalNs, JOKTOpPAHTKATa € MpeICTaBuja TPU HAyYHHU
nyOJaMKanuy, KOWTO Ca W3HECEHH Ha aBTOPUTETHW HaydHH (OpyMHu:
MEXJIyHapOJHAa  Hay4yHa  KOH(EepeHUus Ha  MJIAIUTe  Y4YeHHM  Ha
teMa:” Ukonomuxama Ha bvreapus u Eeponeiickus cvi03”:
npeouzeuxkamencmeomo Ha Koeuo-19”, xakTo M MexAyHapoAHA HaydHa
KOH(EepeHIIUsT U JOKTOPAHTCKU CEMHUHAp, OpraHU3UpPaHU OT KaTenapa ,,Menuu u
obuecrBenn komyHukauu” B YHCC.

Kputnunu 0ejie:KKu, NpenopbKu U BHIPOCH.
Karo naBam BHCOKa OlleHKa Ha TOBAa HAyYHO HM3CIIE[IBAHE, CMSTaM, Y€ CIIe]

U3BECTHA PENAKIMs W aKTyalu3upaHe Ha HIKOM (akTH, TO MOXke Aa Obae
nyOnukyBaHo. To chbabpka MHOro ILIeHHa WH(OpManusi 3a pa3BUTUETO Ha



MeYaTHUTE MEIWH B CBETOBEH Mamad M y HAC B YCJOBHUSATA Ha JUTHUTATHA
MeauiHa cpena. ETo 3amo KbM HEro me mposiBIT UHTEPEC PA3IMYHU BHUIIOBE
YUTATENU- M3CIAEA0BATEIM MO MAPKETUHI M MEIUEH Ia3ap, TEOPETHUIU U
MEHU/KbPHU, CH3JATEIU U PEIAKTOPU Ha MEIUNWHO ChIbpKaHUE 3a Mpecara,
peaKkTopu Ha OHJIAWH MiIaTdOpMH, €KCHEepTH MO OHJAWH pekiama U Muap,
mo003HaTeTHU ynTarenu. Taka To 111e U3MbJIHU OCHOBHOTO CH MpeHA3HAYCHUE-
Ja TpeICTaBH TMpe] IIMPOKAa 4YUTATEICKa ayAuTOpPUS €JHO OPUTHHAIHO
u3clie/[BaHe, KOETO UMa MHOTO MOJIe3Ha HAyYHO-TIPUIIOKHA CTOMHOCT.

3akiIoueHue

Karo umam npenBu, HOCTUTHATUTE HAYYHU PE3YITATH B TO3U JTUCEPTALHUOHEH
TPYyA, CEPUO3HUTE TEOPETUYHHU IIO3HAHUS HA JOKTOPAHTKATa, HEHHUSAT
MHTEPECEH HAay4yeH aHaju3 Ha OBJIrapcKusi MOJET B HSIKOW NEYaTHU MEIUU Y
Hac, KaKTO W TCOPETUYHHUS aHAIU3 HAa HIKOU XUOPUIHH MOJIEIU B CBETOBHO
W3BECTHU MPEC U3JaHMUS, POBEACHUTE EMIIMPUYHU U3CIICIBAHUS U MOJYYEHHUTE
yOeqUTETHU Pe3yiTaTH, KATerOpM4YHO TpejjiaraM Ha YJICHOBETE Ha HAy4YHOTO
KYpH Ja TIPUCHIAT 00pa3oBaTelIHaTa U HaydHa CTeneH ,,JokTop” Ha CHMOHa
Bacunesa /lumutpoBa 3a HeiiHaTa qucepTalys Ha Tema:,,Hosu ouznec mooenu 6
neuamnume  meouu’,ipopecroHanHo  HampaBieHue  3.5.”0O6wecmeeHu
KOMYHUKAYUU U UHGOPMAYUOHHU HAYKU ™.

Codus, 15 anpun 2022r. [Moamuc:

npod. ndpu Munko Ilerpos
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Dissertation topic: "New business models in print media"

1. Information about the dissertation

Simona Dimitrova has successfully completed the PhD programme on the topic.

Public Communications and Information Sciences.
General characteristics of the submitted dissertation
The dissertation meets the legal requirements, it consists of 3 chapters,

conclusion and scientific contributions. It has 256 pages, a list of scientific
publications, graphs, tables and a bibliography.



In the introduction of the dissertation, the doctoral candidate argues the
relevance of the topic, and most of all, its connection with media practices. She
is very familiar with new business models in print media, which makes the

presentation scientifically convincing.

From the point of view of media theory, in the first chapter Simona Dimitrova
discusses print media and their positioning in the media market, and especially
the significant change in this market with the development of the Internet, new
digital platforms, and the imposition of social networks in media consumption.
The great media pressure of the Internet logically leads to a change of the print
media business. They face the need to radically change their business model in
order to survive.

The PhD student also presents the rapid development of the business models of
print media in countries such as the UK and Spain, she discusses in detail some
very popular and long established press publications such as the Guardian,. the
New York Times and the National Geographic. Chapter two of her dissertation
Is devoted to this. The major impact of the Kovid-19 pandemic on the press is
also discussed, as well as how individual publications cover this important
health topic.

Of great weight in the dissertation are two sociological studies conducted by the
doctoral student. The first study was done with seven media experts whose
work is directly related to various print publications. Simona Dimitrova adds to
it a second study , which was conducted with the help of 50 participants.The
main topic is how and to what extent the media needs of print publications are
evolving, how these needs are combined in the new hybrid media environment,

which offers media content in a huge volume, at any time and on different



media platforms.

The thesis abstract meets the legal requirements. It contains the necessary
elements such as: scientific aims and objectives, main hypotheses, appendices,
bibliography, etc. The main research objective of the PhD dissertation is
presented in an excellent way, namely: a review and analysis of the main
business models of some well-established global publications such as the
Guardian, the New York Times and the National Geographic. And also some
Bulgarian publications, mainly from the Media Group Bulgaria.

Either, by its volume, structure, object and subject of the scientific research, the
doctoral dissertation meets the necessary legal requirements.

The PhD student Simona Dimitrova used a variety of research methods-
theoretical analysis, marketing research, two original empirical studies, which
through qualitative methodologies, investigated the needs, attitudes and views
of some journalists and managers of well-known publications in Bulgaria. The
collected empirical data summarizes some leading trends in the development of
the newspaper industry in Bulgaria.

| would also note that the dissertation uses very good language and style, which
shows the PhD student's scientific competence, her ability to systematize
scientific ideas and hypotheses, to present them through an optimal structure
and very clear exposition.

In general, the PhD student shows theoretical knowledge, she cites studies,
authors, concepts that place this scientific research in a broad scientific context
related to the development of the press in a rapidly evolving and changing

media economy.



2. Evaluation of the scientific and applied results obtained.

The dissertation research achieves the following scientific and applied results:

First of all, the dissertation examines in detail the business models of such
influential print publications in the world as the Guardian and the New York
Times newspapers and the National Geographic magazine. The PhD analyses
them in the context of their business models, which allow them to successfully

develop in the highly competitive media environment that the Internet creates.

Secondly, the PhD student makes an in-depth analysis of the development of
print media in Bulgaria, the change and prospects for their business models,

mainly in the online environment.

Thirdly, the PhD student analyses the business models of print media, in the
country and around the world, in the context of the global pandemic of the
COVID-19, which is completely changing their media focus, and in this period

completely subordinating the media agenda on a global scale.

Fourthly, the PhD student substantiates her research findings through the
resulting empirical research with journalists and press managers, based on her
original methodology. The presented opinions of journalists and media users
make her scientific conclusions much more convincing. Using various
theoretical and empirical sociological methods, the PhD student builds a
comprehensive model of the development of print media, globally and in the
country, in the radically new conditions of increasing competition from the

Internet, new digital platforms and social networks.



3. Evaluation of scientific and applied contributions.

The dissertation achieves the following scientific and applied contributions:

First of all, the dissertation provides a comparative analysis of some foreign and
Bulgarian press publications, their business models, and the leading factors for

their successful development in a digital environment.

Secondly, the dissertation thoroughly analyzes the print media in the "Media

Group Bulgaria™ in a three-year period (2019- 2021).

Thirdly, the dissertation is based on two independent empirical studies
conducted using the author's methodologies with many well-known journalists
and managers of print media in the country, and with 50 media consumers
through a questionnaire containing 20 open-ended questions. These studies
offer convincing arguments for the main conclusions drawn and the formulation

of some predictions by the PhD student.

4, Evaluation of dissertation publications.

On the topic of her dissertation, the PhD student has presented three scientific
publications, which have been presented at prestigious scientific forums: an
international scientific conference of young scientists on "The economy of
Bulgaria and the European Union": the challenge of Kovid-19", as well as an
international scientific conference and a PhD seminar organized by the
Department of Media and Public Communications at the UNWE.
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5. Critical comments, recommendations and questions.

Giving high marks to this research study, | believe that after some editing and
updating of some facts, it can be published. It contains a lot of valuable
information about the development of print media worldwide and in our country
in the digital media environment. That is why it will be of interest to various
types of readers- marketing and media market researchers, theorists and
managers, press content creators and editors, online platform editors, online
advertising and PR experts, and inquisitive readers.Thus, it will fulfill its main
purpose- to present to a wide readership an original study that has very useful
scientific and applied value.

6. Conclusion

Taking into account the scientific results achieved in this dissertation, the
serious theoretical knowledge of the PhD student, her interesting scientific
analysis of the Bulgarian model in some print media in our country, as well as
the theoretical analysis of some hybrid models in world famous press
publications, the empirical research conducted and the convincing results
obtained, | strongly suggest the members of the scientific jury to award the
degree of Doctor of Education and Science to Simona Vassileva Dimitrova for
her dissertation entitled: "New Business Models in Print Media", professional

field 3. 5. "Public Communications and Information Sciences".

Sofia, 15 April 2022. Signature:

Prof. Dr. Milko Petrov
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