YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBUIIE

Otr: npod. n. H. HUeaiino XpucroB XpucroB, YHCC, Hayuna cneyuannocm:
»Opeanuzayus u ynpaesienue uzevH cihepama Ha MamepuaiIHomo nPou3800cmaeo

OTtHOCHO: JTUCEPTAllMOHEH TPYJl 3a MPHUCHXKIaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTellHA W HAay4YHa CTENEH
»JAOKTOP* 10 Hayuna cneyuarnocm ,,OpraHuzanus W YOpPaBJI€HUE W3BBH
MaTepUaHOTO MPOU3BOACTBO (Meauu u KomyHukaiwu)“ B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha aucepTauroHHus Tpya: Cumona Bacuiea lumutpoBa
Tema Ha nucepranuonuus Tpy: HoBu OU3HeC MOe/ M B MeYaATHUTE MeIUU

OcHnosanue 3a TIPEJCTAaBIHE HA CTAHOBHUILETO: y4acTHE B ChCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO KYpH IO
3aluTa Ha JUCepTAalMOHHUS TpyJ cbriacHo 3amoBex Ne 523/11.03.2022 r. na Pekropa Ha
YHCC.

1. HUudopmanus 3a q1ucepranrta

HucepranTbT ce € oOy4aBaj MO JOKTOpCKa mporpama KbM kameopa ,, Meouu u
obwecmeenu komynuxkayuu ** /paxyrimem ,Jikonomuka Ha uH@pactpykrypara‘“ Ha YHCC no
Hayuna cneyuariocm ,,OpraHu3alys W YIpaBlIeHHE HW3BBH cdepara HA MaTEPUATHOTO
NpPOU3BOJACTBO (MEAMU M KOMYHHKAIWH)“ chriaacHo 3amoBen Ha 3am.-pektopa no HUJI Ha
YHCC Ne 585/22. 03. 2019. OOGy4eHHETO € OCBIIECTBEHO B pedosHa (popMma Tpe3 rnepuoaa
26. 02. 2019 —26.02.2022 r.

2. OO0ma xapakTepuCcTHKA HA NPeACTABeHHUs AUCEePTALHOHEH TPy

JucepramoHHusT Tpya Ha CumoHa J{MMUTpOBa C€ ChCTOM OT YBOJ, M3JIOKEHHUE B
TPU TJaBH, 3aKJIIOUYEHUE, HAYYHH NPUHOCH, CHUCHK C HayyHM MNyOJMKallUU, CHUCHK C
rpadukd U TaOIUIM, TpUIoKeHuss W Oubmuorpadpus. OO6mmsar obem e 200 cTpaHHIH.
W3nonzsanu ca 20 tabnuuu, 1 durypa, 20 rpaduku u 77 U3TOUHULIN.

AKTyaJIHOCTTa Ha TeMaTa, u30paHa or JokTopaHTkata Cumona /lumutposa e
BBbH OT BCAKAKBO CbMHEHHMe. TS KOpecloHaupa ¢ IpOMEHEHaTa MeIuitHa Mmapajgurma u
MacHpaHOTO HaBJIM3aHE HA JUTMTAIHUTE TEXHOJIOTUH B mpecaTta. TekcTpT € (okycupana
BBPXY aHajM3a Ha HAKOJKO KJIIOYOBM TOYKM B OM3HEC MOJeNa Ha IEYaTHUTE MEAUHUTE,

JOBCIN 10 TpaHC(i)OpMaIII/IH Ha »Odj1ata UM CHCTEMA, B PE3YyJITaT HA JUIHTaIW3aluAdATa,



mobanu3anuaTa M KoHBepreHiusara. OT TPOU3BOACTBOTO JI0 KpaWHHS TPOIYKT C€
Ha0Jr01aBa MPOMSHA - U3JATEIUTE Ca MOTBJIHATH OT MYJITUILIATHOPMEHUTE PEANPUATHS, 32
Ja OIENeAT, KaHAINTE 3a AWCTPUOYIUS ca pa3indyHd, HAYUHUTE W CpEACTBaTa 3a
notpebiieHre chino. ToecT HoBaTa AUTUTAIHA PEATHOCT BB3ACHCTBA HA BCHUKH KOMITOHEHTH
BBB BepHUTaTa Ha CTOMHOCTTA Ha MEIMUHMS MTPOIYKT OT MIPOU3BOICTBOTO JI0 MTOTPEOICHUETO.
Te ca poBenmu 10 BB3MOKHOCTH 3a HOBAaTOPCKM TIPAKTUKM W HOBHM HA4YMHU 32
B3aUMOJICHCTBUE C ayJUTOPUHTE, @ T€ OT CBOS CTpaHa BEY€ OYAKBAT ChIbP>KAHUETO /1A €
HaJIUIE KOraTo U KbJIETO UCKAT U TO HE KOE U JIa € ChAbpKAHUE, @ OTTOBAPSIIOTO HA TEXHUTE
BKYCOBE, HACTPOCHHs W OdakBaHUsS. /[Hec BBB BB3XOJ ca JUTHTAIHUTE MeAuu. TaM mo-
TPYIHO MOKE Jla ce HajlaraT BWKAAHUS U Jla ce IeH3ypupa uHpopmaius. ChiieBpeMEeHHO B
crroxara Ha I/IHTepHeT U Jururajan3anuss € HaAJINUILEC I{pyr THUII KOMYHI/IKaIII/Iﬂ, KOsATO HE CC
CBC)XKIa CANMHCTBCHO 0 ITAaCHUBHO HOTp€6H€HI/I€ Ha MCIII/II;'IHI/ITG HpOZIYKTI/I, HO U 10 aKTHBHa
ynotpeba Ha MEIUWHUTE TEXHOJIOTUU, A0 CHOCOOHOCTTa CHBPEMEHHHUS YOBEK Ja Ce
OpPMEHTHpAa B TMOTONMTE OT HWH(OpMaIMi, Ja pa3no3HaBa bakTH, JTBXKA H
HC@BI[OI/IHTeraTaHI/II/I.

OcHoBHATa 1eJ1 HA JUCEPTALMATA € /I1a Ce aHAJM3MPA NAa3apbT HA NMeYaTHUTE
MeIMHU M MOSIBATA HA HOBU OM3HeC MOJeJIM, NPUJIOKEH! OT CBETOBHUTE MeIMH, KOUTO
HaBJM3aT ¥ B bbarapus. 3agaunte, npou3THYAIIA OT Ta3H LEN ca: MPErje] Ha OCHOBHUTE
IIOHATHUA B TECMaTa U TeOpeTI/I‘IHI/ITe KOHCTPYKHI/II/I; XapaKTepI/ICTI/IKa Ha IICYaTHUTC MCOAUN —
BCCTHUIIM U CIHCAHUS, aHAJIW3 Ha nasapa Ha IIC4YaTHUTC MCIHUU B B’I)J'Il"apl/lﬂ; aHaJIn3 Ha
HOBUTE OM3HEC MOJENU U MPUMEPH C YCIICUTHU €BPOMEHCKHA MOAENH U aHAIN3 Ha IPOMsHATa
Ha KYPHAJTUCTUUECKUTE KOMIIETCHIINH.

O0exkT Ha M3CJIeIBAHETO Ca NMeYaTHUTEe MeIHH, a NpeaMeT: HOBHTe OU3HeC
MOJEJIH B THAX.

Te3ara, 3anoxxeHa B auceprauusta Ha Cumona JluMutpoBa €, 4e B JIUTUTANHA,
TpaHchopmupalia ce cpeaa OBJITapCKUTE MEYaTHU MEAWH C€ MPOMEHST U aJanTUpaT KbM
AUTruTajan3anusara Ha MG)IPIfIHI/IfI nasap, KaTto eJ'II/IMI/IHI/IpaT CTapI/ITe 6H3H€C MOACIN U TT)pCHT
HOBH HAYWHH 3a Ch3aBaHe Ha [1e4yanoa.

CphmHOCTTa Ha JAucepTanMsATa € Ja ouepTae U aHalIu3upa npexoda oOT
KJIACUYECKUTE OM3HEC MOJIENIM Ha MEeYaTHUTE MEANH KbM HOBHU MOJEIH, BKIIOYUTEITHO Ype3

pedopMupaHe Ha Bede ChIECTBYBAIIUTE. 3a TO3M 1€ JOKTOpHATKATa € HalpaBuia mperies



Ha r100aJHuTe OM3HEC MOJENU B MEYATHUTE MEIUU 4Ype3 YCIEUIHUTE MPAKTUKU Ha HIKOU
CBETOBHHM HM3HaHUS Kato ,,Hro ﬁOpK Tanmc®, ,,'apaubsa® u ,,Hembpabn xuorpadguk®, kato
ca ThPCEHU CHOTBETCTBHS B OBJIrapcKara ma3apHa JedCcTBUTETHOCT. KOHKpeTHO - aHau3 Ha
naszapa Ha nedarHute meauu B buarapus, ooxBaman 3-roauiiex nepuoxa ot 2019 r. no 2021
¢ doxkyc ,MeauitHa Tpyma bwarapus®. LleHTpamHHAT BBIPOC, HA KOHTO THPCH OTTOBOP
Cumona JlumMuTpOBa B CBOSITA JUCEpTALUs - € KaK Jla ObaaT craceH! (PMHAHCOBO MEYaTHUTE
MEJIMU B TUTUTAIHATA €roXa.

To3u mpormec, cnopen AOKTOpaHTKara, HE € €JHO3Ha4YeH. Tbi Karo HAOOPBT OT
npodecroHalHu CHOCOOHOCTH € HapacHajl M CHUJIHO ce € 00oraTtwuil ciie]] MpeHacsHe Ha
MeAuitHaTa IeWHOCT B OHJIAMH cpena upe3 TpaHcdep, KOHBEpPreHuus U A00aBsiHE Ha HOBU
KBAIM(HUKAIIM W HOBM KOMIICTEHIIMM Ha >KYpHAIUCTHTE. J[OMBIHWTETHO YTEC)KHSBAIIO
00CTOSITETICTBO, HO KOETO CIPABEIMBO OOPBIA BHUMAHHUE JIOKTOPAHTKATA, € KOPOHABUPYC
naHjgeMudara. Ts HarimeBa Mokas3a, ye KadyecTBeHaTa XYpHAJIMCTHKA € He3aMEHHMa, HO U
cuiHO ys3BuMa. ETo 3amo B JgucepranusATa ce€ OpoOcieAsBa Bb3ACHCTBUETO Ha
TpaHcopMupalaTa BbIHa B MEIUUTE, KaTO CE 3all04Ba OT TEXHOJIOTHHUTE, KOMYHUKAIIMUTE
U ce cTurie ao mnorpedbutenure. Mertamopdosute ca peBomtouuoHHU. Pasrienanu ca
pa3IMYHU TEOPUHU Ha BOJACIIU aBTOPU B 00JIaCTTa, KOMTO OMKCBAT MPe3 KAaKBO € MUHAJA Ta3H
TpaHcopmals U 10 KakBO € jaoBena. ONMuCaHW ca U TMPOTHO3HWTE, KOMUTO Te JaBaT 3a
ObnaemeTo Ha medatHute Mmeauu. Pasrienanu ca Teopunmte Ha JleB ManoBuu, Pomxbp
@urep U Ip.

OcHoBarenHo CumoHa /IluMuTpoBa 1MocoyBa, 4e OM3HEC MOJETUTE HE ca YCTAaHOBEHH,
T€ ca JUHAMUYHHU, 3aBUCAT OT Ma3apa W M3JAHUETO, HO MHOIO YECTO MpOMsHaTa €
JNECTPYKTHBHA, T.€. CTapUAT Ma3ap HE MPOCTO C€ MPOMEHs, TOW M34e3Ba, 3a Ja CE MOSIBU
CHJIHO U3MEHEHa Bepura Ha Ch3JlaBaHe Ha CTOMHOCTTa. Ycnopen ¢ ToBa, CumoHa Jlumutposa
€ pasriieqana TeKKOTO (MHAHCOBO CHCTOSIHUE Ha MEYaTHUTE MEIUU HE CaMO KaTo pe3yiTar
OT JAUTHTaHATa TpaHnchopmanus U AeeKTUTe Ha MEAUITHIS Ta3ap, HO M B MO-IIMPOK IJIaH:
KaTo pe3yaTaT OT KPHU3WTE M PUCKOBETEC Ha HEONMHOEpaTHHUsl KalWTaIu3bM, TOCIOJCTBAII]
JIO0ATHO TPe3 TOCJIETHUTE HIKOJIKO JECETIIEeTHs. 3alI0kKeHa € Te3aTa, 4e Mpe3 MOCIeTHUTE
JBaJieceT TOAMHU Ma3apbT Ha MEYATHUTE MEIUU y HAC € MPEThPIsI CEepUO3HU Ma3apHU
TpaHcopmammu, MOBENM 1O 3HAUMTENECH CajJ Ha THUPAXKHUTE HAa BECTHUIUTE, OTJIMB Ha

ayauTopusaTa U PEKIaMOJATCIIMTEC W U3MECTBAHCTO MM KbM JUTHUTATHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBO,



CHMI)KaBaHETO HAa KAauyeCTBOTO HA MPEJIaraHOTO ChIbp)KAaHUE, JIUIICATAa Ha MPO3PAYHOCT B
coOCTBEHOCTTa M (PMHAHCHPAHETO HA MEAMUTE, OIPAaHMUYCHMST IUTYpalu3bM Ha MHEHUS,
3aCUJIBAHETO Ha JKBJITaTa Ipeca, I[OXKBITABAHETO HA T.HAp. CEPUO3HU BECTHULU MU
HeeeKTHBHATA CAMOPETyJIalusl.

ChIeBpeMEHHO >XKaHPOBHUTE (POPMHU B TPAAMLMOHHUTE MEIUM NPOIbIDKABaT Aa ce
[IOJTYMHABAT HAa YTBBPJEHUTE W3UCKBAHUSA, HO B CBIIOTO BpEME I'bBKABO CE€ IPUCIIOCOOSABAT
KbM HOBHTE WH(POPMALMOHHU MOTPEOHOCTH HA ayAMTOpUATA. 3acHiBa C€ MEIUIHOTO
NPUCHCTBHE B MHTEPHET M CE€ IPOMEHAT HAYMHUTE Ha OOIL[yBaHE C pPAa3JIMYHUTE
CHeLUANIU3UpaHu ayAUTOPUM W LeieBH nyonuku. Tyk (yHIaMEHTaIHMAT BBIPOC € 3a
OBJEILIETO HA NEYaTHUTE MEIUHU U B YaCTHOCT Ha BecTHULUTE. ToecT, Koi U 3aio (He) yere
BecTHHIIM AHEeC? B TO3u cuMcbi oOpedeHa jiu € Ha ruben ObirapckaTa rmpeca Wil MMa IaHe
3a BB3paxKaaHe, Makap u owyaiH? Cumona J[uMuTpoBa € pasrienana Ta3u mpoodsieM B JiBa
acriekT. OT e/lHa CTpaHa € WIIOCTpUpaIa U3MEPEHHsITa Ha KpU3aTa B IPEC)KypHATUCTUKATA —
OTJIMBA Ha YUTATEINH, ,,3aJ1e3a* Ha pUTyaja Ha YeTeHe, OTUY)KJCHHETO Ha MjajaTa myOiuka
OT Ievarta u TpyaHara Meaunamopdo3a Ha u3ganusaTa. Ho, B cbIoTO BpeMme, € mokasasia mbTs
KBM ,,[IO3UTHBHUS CIICHAPHIA' 32 OBJITAPCKUTE BECTHUIN — KOHTO M3MCKBA MO-TOJSM (DOKYC
BbPXY KaueCTBEHOTO JKYPHAJIUCTHYECKO CBhIAbpP)KAHME U YHUTATEICKO W3KUBSBAaHE B

MyITUMEANIHATA Cpefa.

3. Onenka Ha MOJIYYCHUTEC HAYIHHU U HAYYHO-IIPUJIOKHHU peE3yJiTaTn

B nmucepraumonnus tpyn Ha CumoHa J[MMUTpoBa ca M3IOJI3BAHM TEOPETUYHH U
EMIIMPUYHU METOJIM - AaHAJM3 HA Hay4yHa - UKOHOMHYECKAa M CTAaTUCTHUYECKA JIMTEPATYpA,
KakTO M MapKETMHIOBM MpoyuBaHWs. HampaBeHn ca JBE€ aBTOPCKH HENPEACTABUTEIHHU
EMITUPUIHU COIMOJIOTUYECKH H3cheABaHus. [IbpBOTO € ABIOOYMHHU MOTYCTPYKTypUpPAHU
WHTEPBIOTA C €KCIEPTH B MeauitHaTa obmact. BTOpOTO - CTpyKTypupaH BBIPOCHUK C L€
W3BJIMYaHE HAa KONWYeCTBeHa WHpopmanus oT morpeburtenurte. Llenta Ha Te3u TepeHHH
W3CIIE/IBAHMS € J1a C€ HampaBU OOCKTHBHA MOMEHTHA KapTHHA Ha OW3HEC MOJENUTE Ha
neyatHuTe Meauu B bearapus, B ycrmoBusta Ha COVID-19. 3amamena mo To3W HaYuH
METOJOJIOTHSTA MO3BOJISABA Ja C€ M3ITBJIHAT MOCTAaBEHUTE IS U 3aJauM U J1a C€ ITOCTUTHAT

YaKaHUTC HAYUYHHU U HAYUYHO-IPHUIIOKHU PC3YIITATH. AHaJ'II/I3I/IpaHI/I ca CHIIHUTE U ClIa0uTe



CTpaHM Ha OCHOBHHTC ousHec MOJCIIM, KOHUTO MOraT aa rapaHTupar YCTOfIqHBOCT Ha

MC,I[HﬁHOTO MNpCANpUATUE B JUT'HTAJIHATA €I10Xa.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE M HAYYHO-TPUJIOKHH TPUHOCH

Hucepranusta Ha CumoHa JluMUTpOBa KMa WHTEPAMCUUIUIMHAPEH XapakTep.
PaznuunuTe acrnekTu Ha mpoOieMaTHKaTa ca MPOCIEACHU Ype3 paKypcuTe Ha: MeauiiHara
MKOHOMHKA, MEAUMHUAT MEHHJDKMBHT, cOLUoJiorusata Ha Mmeauute. OTKpPOEH NPHUHOCEH
XapaKTep HOCH U3BEXKIAHETO U CUCTEMaTU3UpaHeTo Ha 14 ycrenrHun MexayHapoaHu OU3HeC
MoJiesia, KOUTO MOTaT Jia ce ajanTupar B bbiarapus: abOHaAMEHT, )KypHAIMCTHKA Ha XKHBO,
JOHOPCKO (MHAHCUpPAHE, MHKPOIUIAIIAHUSA, KAdYeCTBEHA J>KypHAJIMCTHKA, pa3cieBala
KypHaIMcTUKa u mp. Te ca MHUCIGHHM KaTO Ha4yMHU 32 CbXpaHSABaHE IPECTHkKa Ha

CbBpPCMCHHATA X XYPHAJIIMCTHUKA U I'apaHTUPAHEC Ha cTaOuIHU IIpUuxoaun 3a CbOTBCTHATA MCAKA.

5. OuneHka Ha MyOJMKAIMMUTE MO JHCEPTAIUATA

[lyOnukanuure ca Tpu Ha Opoll M ca JAOCTaTbyHM Ja NpuAoOMBaHE Ha
oOpa3oBaTenHaTa W HaydHa CTeleH ,JJOKTop“. Te ce BIUCBAaT HambIHO B TeMara Ha

aucepragusiaTa U €a J0CTaTbYHO ,uo6pe O3BYYCHHU B Hy6J'II/I‘-IHOT0 IMPOCTPAHCTBO.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa

ABropedepaTbT cneaBa CTpyKTypaTa Ha JuceprauMoHHMst Tpyna. Hamumcan e
CbOOpPa3HO BCHYKM AaKaJEMUYHM HM3UCKBAHMS 3a TO3M KaHpP W JaBa BB3MOXXHOCT Ja ce
OTKpOAT TE€3UTE M XMUIIOTE3UTE, 3aJI0’)KeHH B TekcTa. Hemo moseue, aBTopedepaTbT 3ByUH

KaTO CaMOCTOSTCJICH TCKCT, @ HC KATO YMAJICH BAPHUAHT HA AUCCPTAlIUATA.

7. Kputuunm 0es1e:KKHU, NPeNOPbKH U BHIPOCH:

[Ipe3 1968 r. Mapman MakinysH u Kyentnn ®uope B kHurara ,,BoitHa u mMup B
rJ100aJHOTO Ceno’ MpeIBUKIAT BIMAHUETO HAa MOJIEPHUTE TEXHOJIOTMU 3a MacoBa
KOMYHHKAIlMsl BBPXY YOBEHIKHS CBAT. Te akUEeHTHpaT BBPXY OMNACHOCTTa OT T.HAp.

,,CaMOElMHYTaI_II/ISI“ Ha YOBCHIKATa NpHUpoaad, IMpCACTaBJIsABaIlla I/I3Fy6BaHCTO Ha JIMYHOCTHA



I/I,Z[GHTI/I(bI/IKaI_II/IH B IJ100aIHUS I/IH(l)OpMaHI/IOHeH CBJAT. I[HCC TO3H MPOUEC € BbH OT BCAKAKBO
cbMHeHHe. ETo 34110 IIpU €BECHTYAJIHOTO M3JJaBAHC Ha ANCCPTAlUATa TO3HU aCIICKT 01 MOI'bJa
IMO-0TUYCTIIMBO Aa NPUCHCTBA. B 1031 KOHTEKCT OHX CH IIO3BOIH Aa 3aaaM CJICIHUSA BBIIPOC:

KaKBa € poJIATa Ha ayJUTOpPUATA B IIPEXO0Ja OT I€HaTHaTa KbM JUI'UTaJIHATA eroxa?

8. 3akuoueHue

I[ncepTalmﬂTa HOCH 6e3cn0peﬂ IMPUHOCECH XapaKTep, 3acdAra l'[pOﬁ.TleMl/I, KOUTO
KO€TO TenbpBa ¢ UMAT HCCIHOZHAYHO PA3BUTHE. HpeI[CTaBeHaTa AJOKYMEHTAallusA 3a
3alIMTa HA JOKTOPAHTKaTa € II'bJHA, CIIa3€éHU Ca BCUYKH AKAACEMHUYHH U NPOHEeaAYPHH
H3UCKBaHuA. Bcuuko TOBa MM [JaBa OCHOBaHHE [Ja riracypamM IOJOKUTEJTIHO 3a
NPUCHKIAHETO HA 06p330BaTeJIHaTa U HaAyYHa CTECNECH ,,JIOKTOp” Ha Cumona BacuieBa

JlMMUTpOBA U /1a MPU30BAa YBa:KaeMO HAYYHO KYPH 12 CTOPH CHIIOTO.

Jara / msicTo
9.04.2022 r.
Codus [onmuc: mpod. x. . UBaitno Xpucros

3abenesicka: Ilpenopvuumenen obem 3a cmanoguie OMHOCHO OUCEPMAYUOHEH MPYO
3a npucwvoicoane na OHC ,,00kmop *“: 3 cmandapmuu cmpanuyu.



YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

REVIEW

By:  Prof. Dr. Sc. Ivaylo Hristov, UNWE, Department of Media and Public
Communications, scientific speciality Organization and management beyond the sphere of
material production.

Regarding: competition for education and scientific degree PhD, scientific
speciality Organization and management beyond the sphere of material production (Media
and communication) in UNWE.

Author of the dissertation: Simona Vasileva Dimitrova

Grounds for presenting the review: member of the scientific jury for defence of the
dissertation by virtue of Order 523/11.03. 2022 issued by UNWE’s rector.

1. Information about the doctoral candidate
The doctoral candidate studied under a doctoral program at the department of Media
and public communication / The economics of infrastructure faculty at UNWE under
the scientific speciality Organization and management beyond the sphere of material
production (Media and communication) by virtue of Order Ne 585/22. 03. 2019 of
the Vice-rector in charge of RND. She studied full time in the period 26.02. 2019 —
26.02. 2022.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation
Simona Dimitrova’s dissertation consists of an introduction, exposition in three
chapters, conclusion, scientific contributions, list of scientific publications, list of
charts and tables, appendices and bibliography. The total volume is 200 pages. 20
tables, 1 figure, 20 charts and 77 sources have been used.
The topicality of the topic chosen by doctoral candidate Simona Dimitrova is
beyond doubt. It addresses the changed media paradigm and the massive introduction of
digital technologies in the press. The text is focused on the analysis of a couple of key points

in the print media’s business model, which led to a transformation of their whole system, as a

result of digitalization, globalization and convergence. A change is observed from the



production to the end product — the publishers have been taken over by the multi-platform
enterprises, in order to survive, the distribution channels have changed, so have the ways and
means of consumption. That is, the new digital reality impacts all components in the chain of
the value of the media product from production to consumption. They have resulted in
opportunities for innovative practices and new ways of interaction with the audiences, and
the latter, on their part, expect that the content will be present whenever and wherever they
want it to be, moreover, not just any content, but the one that addresses their tastes, attitudes
and expectations. Digital media are on the rise today. It is more difficult to impose views and
censor the information there. At the same time in the internet and digitalization era a new
type of communication is observed, which does not boil down only to the passive
consumption of media products, but to an active usage of media technologies, to the ability
of the contemporary person to orient themselves in the flows of information, to recognize
facts, lies and pseudo-interpretations.

The basic aim of the dissertation is to analyze the print media market and the
emergence of new business models, implemented by the world media, which are
introduced in Bulgaria as well. The tasks ensuing from this aim are: review of the basic
concepts in the topic and the theoretical constructs; characterization of the print media —
newspapers and magazines; analysis of the print media market in Bulgaria; analysis of the
new business models and examples of successful European models and analysis of the
change in the competence of journalists.

The research object are the print media: the new business models in them

The major assumption (thesis) of Simona Dimitrova’s dissertation is that in a
digital, transforming environment, the Bulgarian print media change and adapt to the
digitalization of the media market, eliminating the old business models and seek new ways to
generate profit.

The essence of the dissertation is to outline and analyze the transition from the print
media’s classical business models to new models, including by reforming the already
existing ones. To this end the doctoral candidate has made an overview of the global business
models in the print media via the successful practices of some world journals such as New
York Times, the Guardian and National Geographic and correspondences are sought in the

Bulgarian market reality. Particularly — analysis of the print media market in Bulgaria,



encompassing a three-year period 2019-2021 with a focus on Media Group Bulgaria. The
central question Simona Dimitrova addresses in her dissertation is — how the print media can
possibly be bailed out in the digital era.

According to the doctoral candidate, this process is not unambiguous. Since the set of
professional skills has grown and has been highly enriched after the media activity has been
transferred to an online environment through a transfer, convergence and the journailsts
acquiring new qualifications and new competencies. An additionally burdening
circumstance, which the doctoral candidate justifiably pays attention to, is the coronavirus
pandemic. It demonstrated that although quality journalism is irreplaceable, it is strongly
vulnerable. Therefore the dissertation considers the impact of the transforming wave in the
media, starting with the technologies, communications and ending up with the consumers.
The metamorphoses are revolutionary. Different theories of leading authors in the area are
discussed, which outline what this transformation has passed through and what it has resulted
in. The forecasts they make about the future of the print media have been described. Lev
Manovich’s, Roger Fiddler’s and other theories are treated.

Justifiably Simona Dimitrova argues that the business models are not fixed, they are
dynamic, depend on the market and the edition, nevertheless the change is often destructive,
that is, the old market not merely changes, it disappears so that a strongly modified chain of
value creation appears. At the same time Simona Dimitrova has considered the difficult
financial state of the print media not only as a result of digital transformation and the defects
of the media market, but also in a wider context: as a result of the crises and the risks of
neoliberal capitalism, which have been globally dominating in the past couple of decades.
The thesis has been proposed that in the past 20 years the print media market in Bulgaria has
undergone serious market transformations, which has led to a considerable decrease of the
newspapers’ circulation, withdrawal of the audience and advertisers and their shift to the
digital space, lowering the quality of the offered content, the lack of transparency of the
ownership and financing of the media, the limited pluralism of opinions, strengthening the
yellow press, the so called serious newspapers went yellow and the inefficient self-
regulation.

At the same time the genre forms of the traditional media continue to be subordinate

to the established requirements. However they flexibly adapt to the audience’s new



information necessities. The media presence in internet is becoming stronger and the means
of communication with different specialized audiences are changing. The fundamental
question here concerns the future of the print media and the newspapers in particular. That is,
who and why reads (does not read) newspapers today? In this respect is the Bulgarian press
doomed to die or does it stand the chance of revival, albeit online. Simona Dimitrova has
considered this problem from two viewpoints. On the one hand, she has illustrated the
dimensions of the crisis in press journalism — the withdrawal of readers, the “sunset” of the
reading ritual, the young audience’s alienation from the press and the difficult
mediamorphosis of the editions. However, at the same time she has shown the way to the
“positive scenario” for the Bulgarian newspapers — which requires a greater focus on the
quality journalist content and the reader’s experience in a multimedia environment.
1. Assessment of the achieved scientific and the applied-science results

Simona Dimitrova uses in her dissertation theoretical and empirical methods —
analysis of a scientific-economic and statistical literature, and also marketing research. The
author has conducted two unrepresentative empirical sociological studies. The first comprises
deep semi-structured interviews with experts in the media sphere. The second — a structured
questionnaire with the aim of deriving quantitative information from the consumers. The aim
of these terrain studies is to make an objective moment picture of the business models of the
print media in Bulgaria, under conditions of COVID-19. Set in this way the methodology
provides for fulfilling the set aims and tasks and achieving the expected scientific and
applied-science results. Both the strong and weak points of the basic business models, which

may guarantee the viability of the media enterprise in the digital era, have been analyzed.

2. Assessment of the scientific and applied-science contributions

Simona Dimitrova’s dissertation has an interdisciplinary character. The different
aspects of the problems are studied from the following perspectives: media economy, media
management, the sociology of media. A clear contribution is the derivation and
systematization of 14 successful international business models, which can be adapted in
Bulgaria: subscription, live journalism, donor financing, micro-payments, quality journalism,
investigative journalism etc. They are considered ways to preserve the prestige of

contemporary journalism and guarantee stable income for the respective media.
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3.

Assessment of the publications related to the dissertation.

There are 3 publications and they are enough to acquire the education and scientific
degree “doctor”. They are fully in line with the topic of the dissertation and are well
publicized in the public space.

Assessment of the PhD abstract

The PhD abstract follows the structure of the dissertation. It has been written in
compliance with all academic requirements for this genre and provides the
opportunity to highlight the theses and hypotheses, defined in the text. Moreover the
PhD abstract sounds like an independent text, not as a reduced variant of the
dissertation.

Critical remarks, recommendations and questions:

In 1968 Marshall McClune and Quentin Fiore in their book War and Peace in the

global village predict the impact of modern technologies for mass communication on the

world. They stress the danger from the so-called self-amputation of human nature, which is

losing your personality identification in the global information world. This process today is

beyond any doubt. Therefore if the dissertation is possibly published, this aspect can be more

markedly present. In this context, | would ask the following question: what is the audience’s

role in the transition from a print to a digital era?

6.

Conclusion

The dissertation has a doubtless contribution since it tackles problems which are
yet to have an unambiguous development. The documentation submitted by the
doctoral candidate is full, all academic and procedural requirements have been
met. All this gives me the grounds to vote positively for conferring the education
and scientific degree “Doctor” to Simona Vaslieva Dimitrova and to call on the

scientific jury to do the same.

Date/place signature: prof. Dr. Sc. lvaylo Hristov
9.04. 2022

Sofia

Note: the recommended volume for a review regarding a dissertation for conferring

the education and scientific degree “Doctor” is 3 standard pages.
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