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OTHOCHO: TUCEpTAallMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHKIaHE Ha 00pa3oBaTeIHa U HAyyHa CTENEH
LJAOKTOP* 1o Hay4yHa crienraHocT 05.11.02. [TonuTonorust, mpodeCHOHAITHO HAIIpaBICHUE
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ABTOp Ha qucepTauMoHHus Tpya: XpuctruHa MBanosa lumutpoBa

TeMa HA JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/: HpI/IHI_II/IHI/ITe W OICHHOCTUTC HAa KOHCCPBATU3MaA U

OBJIrapcKuTe MOJUTUYCCKU TTAPTHH, YWICHYBAIIX B EBporielickaTa HapoiHa mapTHs
OcHosanue 3a TIpeICTaBSHE HA CTAHOBMIIETO: y4acTBaM B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO XKYpPH II0
3alMTa Ha JUCEePTAMOHHUS TPy chriacHo 3amosea Ne 3327/13.11.2024 r. na Pekropa Ha

YHCC.

1. Undopmaumus 3a gucepTanra

JucepTtanThT ce € o0ydaBall 1o JIOKTOPCKa ImporpamMa KbM Kateapa ,,Ilomuronorus®,
¢bakynrer ,,MexayHaponHa ukoHoMuka W nonutuka™ Ha YHCC nmo HayuyHa criequanHoCT
[Tonmuronorus, npodecronanHo HampasieHue 3.3. IlonuTudyeckn HayKu ChIIacHO 3aroBen
Ha Pextopa Ha YHCC Ne 1132/20.05.2020 r. O6y4eHHETO € OCBIIECTBEHO B peoBHA (hopMa
ot 28.04.2020 r., TpanchopmupaHo B 3am04Ha popma Ha oOydeHHE ChC 3aroBe]] HA 3aM.-
pexropa o HUJI Ne 1254 ot 26.04.2024 r. OtunciieHa ¢ IpaBo Ha 3allluTa ChC 3al0BE] Ha
Pextopa Ne 3384 ot 19.11.2024 .

2. O0ma xapakTepuCcTHKA HA NMPeACTABeHHs TUCEPTAHOHEH TPY/

[IpencraBeHusT 3a 3amUTa TUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPY[ € aKTyaJjeH, KaKTO B TEOPETUYHO,
Taka ¥ B MPAKTUKO-TIOJIUTHYECKO OTHOLIEHHE. [TocBeTeH e Ha MPUHLMITUTE U LIEHHOCTUTE Ha
CbBPEMEHHHUSI KOHCEPBATU3bM M IMPOOJEMHUTE Ha TAXHOTO apTHKYJIHpaHE B MPOrpPaMHHUTE
JOKYMEHTH Ha OBJIrapCKUTe IMOJMTHUECKH MapTHM, 4jeHoBe Ha EBpomeiickara HaponaHa

mapTus. B TO3u cMHCBI TEKCTHT € M3KIIOUHTSIHO IOJIE3€H — M Karo dHaJIu3, U Karo



IIPAaKTUYECKa HACOYEHOCT. M3uCKBa ce MIMPOYMHA HA MUCJICHETO, TCOPETUYHH HATPyIBaHUS
U TOYHO M3CIIEI0BATEICKO (OKycHpaHe, 3a Aa Ob/ie IucepTaluara He IPOCTO MPOCIieAsiBaHe
Ha TEOPUU U TPAKTUKH, a 3aABJIO0YCH MONUTOJOTHYeH aHanu3. llpuBercTBam m3bopa Ha
TeMara OT CTpaHa Ha JOKTOpAaHTa M OIICHABAM BCHYKHM TPYAHOCTH, Ipe] KOHTO € Oui
U3IIPaBeH IpU pa3pabOTBAHETO Ha JUCEpPTALUATA.

B cTpykTypHO OTHOIIEHHWE TpyABT € OajJaHCUpaH M ce€ MpUIbpXKa KbM
,,KITaCH4eCKUTe  MOJIENTN Ha MOJ0OCH THUI M3CJICABAHUS — YBOJ, TPH IJIaBH, 3aKJIIOYCHUE U
W3Mnoi3BaHa auTeparypa. O0muaT odem Ha aucepranusara — 268 crpanunu (0T Kouto 236
OCHOBEH TEKCT) OTroBapsi Ha YTBBPJACHUTE CTaHAAapTH. M3Moja3BaHuUTE JUTEpPaTypHU
M3TOYHULIU - 284 (Ha OBJITapCKH, aHTTIMHCKU, HEMCKHU U PYCKU €3HUK).

B VBona ca Hanuie BCUUKM M3UCKYEMH aTpUOYTH — aKTYaJHOCT U IIOCTAaHOBKAa Ha
npobyemMa, OCHOBEH M3CIIENOBATEICKH BBIPOC, MPEAMET W OOCKT Ha M3CIIeBaHE, OCHOBHA
LleJI, OCHOBHA Te€3a, OCHOBHHM XMIIOTE€3H, (OPMYJIHMPAHU M3CIEAOBATEICKH 3aj]lauu,
METOJIOJIOTUYECKN HHCTPYMEHTApUyM; CBABP)KATEIHUTE M TEMIIOPAJHU OTPAHUYECHUS Ha
n3cneasanero. [locouenure arpulyTH ca Nperu3HO ONpPEAEICHH U B IOCIEACTBUE PA3BUTH B
aHaJu3a.

JIOKTOpaHTBT JEeMOHCTpHpa A00pa CTENeH Ha IO03HAaBaHE Ha HaydHaTa JIMTepaTypa
[0 M3Cle[BaHaTa MpoOJieMaThKa, aJeKBaTHO M NPOJYKTHBHO s u3moi3Ba. [IpunoxkeHure
¢burypu 1 TabJIMIU WIIOCTPUPAT OCHOBHUS TEKCT.

AHamu3sT € JIOTMUEH M rmociegoBaTenHo  mpeactaBs: (1)  TeopeTHko-
METOA0JIOTMYECKUTE MPOOJIEMH Ha KOHCEpBAaTUBHATA MOJIMTHYECKA (pUIoco(pusi; Bb3HUKBAHE
U OCHOBHHTE IIEPHOAM B HEHHOTO DA3BUTHE; AHAIM3UPAHU Ca HIEUTE HA OCHOBHU
MPE/ICTaBUTEIM HA KOHCEpBAaTH3Ma W € HalpaBeH ONUT 3a W3BEXKJAAHE Ha BOJCLIUTE
MPUHLIMIIA Ha KOHCEpBAaTUBHATA JOKTPUHA; CIIEI[UAIHO BHUMAHUE € OT/I€JICHO Ha OCHOBHUTE
KOHCEPBAaTUBHHU IIEHHOCTH U € OCBIIECTBEH CPABHMUTEIECH aHAJINW3 HA CBHABPKAHUETO Ha
LEHHOCTUTE MPH PA3TUYHU MHUCIUTENH; (HOpMyTUpaHU ca Oa3UCHUTE PA3IUUMUSL MEXITY
€BPOINEHCKHUS U aMEpPUKAaHCKHUS KOHCEPBAaTHU3bM B THhpPCEHE OTrOBOP Ha BBIPOCA KBJAE €
OwbirapckuaT koHcepatu3bM ([IspBa rnaBa); (2) aHamu3upaHu ca OCOOCHOCTHUTE Ha
OBArapckus NOJIUTUYECKH KOHCEPBATU3BM; KOHCEPBATUBHUTE NPUHIMINA M IIEHHOCTU
BB3mpuetd oT EHII u ,,ibTAT* Ha OBbATapCKUTE MOJUTHYECKU NapTHUH KbM wieHcTBo B EHIT;

HU3BCACHU Ca IPOTrpaMHUTEC MPUHOUIIM W HOCHHOCTU Ha Cri03 Ha ACMOKPAaTUIYHUTE CHUJIH,



Hemokpatn 3a cunHa bbarapus, ['paxkmanu 3a eBpomeicko pa3BuTHE Ha bbiarapus u
JIBuwxenue bearapus Ha rpaxkaaHuTe U € GopMylupaHa Te3ara 3a TSAXHATa MPUHAAJICHKHOCT
KbM KOHcepBatu3ma (Bropa riasa); (3) u3BeneHu ca OCHOBHU KOHCEPBATUBHHU IICHHOCTH B
CBbBPEMEHHOTO OBITapcKo OOINECTBO Ha OCHOBAaTa HA BTOPMYHA MHTEpPIIPETAlUs Ha
HAI[MOHAJIHU TPEJICTABUTEIIHU COLIMOJIOTUYECKH W3CJIEIBAHUS U CE€ TbpPCH OTrOBOP Ha
BBIIPOCA JIajli [IECHHOCTHUTE HAarjacl Ha OOLIECTBOTO HaMUpAT OTPa)KCHHE B 3all[UTaBaHUTE
MPUHIMIIA U [IEHHOCTH OT MOJUTHYECKHTe mapTuw, wieHyBamm B EHII; mpencraBenu ca
pe3yJITaTUTE OT AaBTOPCKM MHTEPBIOTA C €KCIIEPTH IO TeMarta (IPAKTUIM U aHAIU3aTOPH) U €
OCBIIECTBEH aHalIM3 Ha TEXHUTE OICHKM 3a CHOTBETCTBUETO/HECHOTBETCTBUETO HA
MPUHIMIIATE U [ICHHOCTUTE Ha OBITapCKUTE MapTHH C T€3U HAa KOHCEPBATHU3MA; OCHIIECTBEH
€ CpaBHUTEJICH aHaJM3 MEXIYy KJIACHYECKUTE €BPONEHCKH KOHCEPBATMBHHU MPHUHIUNU U
[IEHHOCTH W TPUHIIUIIUTE U [IEHHOCTUTE Ha JIICHOIICHTPUCTKUTE U KOHCEPBATHBHY NApTUU B
bwirapus, akruBan wienku Ha EHIT — (Tpera rinasa).

3aKJIIOUEHUETO CHHTETUYHO MPECTaBs MOJYyYSHUTE PE3yNTaTu OT JUCEPTAUOHHOTO

u3cieBaHe U U3BOJIUTE, 1O KOUTO aBTOPHT JOCTHUTA.

3. OueHka HA NOJYy4YeHUTE HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

BuumarenHoTo 3amo3HaBaHe ¢ JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPy Ha XpuctuHa J[MMUTpoBa MU

JlaBa OCHOBAHHE 32 CJICHUTE OIICHKH:

(1) UscnenaHeTo e MOCBETEHO HA aKTyaleH M 3HAYUM 3a TCOPUATA M MPAKTUKATA
npoOJieM; OCBIIECTBEHO € Ha J00p0 TEOPETUYHO paBHHUILE, IPEICTABIISIBA
CaMOCTOSITENIEH aBTOPCKH MPOAYKT M OTroBaps Ha NPHUETUTE CTaHAAPTH 3a
TUCEePTAIMOHEH TPY;

(2) Uzmon3BaHaTa METOJIOJIOTHS - CHCTEMATHUSH TEOPETHUYUCH MPErJie/l HA OCHOBHUTE
JUTEPATypHU W3TOYHUIM; KOHTCHT-aHAIM3 HA TOJUTUYECKH W MPOrPaMHU
JOKYMEHTH;  BTOpMYHA HHTEpPHpETallds Ha EMIHPUYHH U3CJIEeIBaHUA Ha
[IEHHOCTUTE; KaUeCTBEHO HM3CJIe/IBaHE Upe3 ABJIOOUMHHU UHTEPBIOTA C MOJIUTHUIIU -
MPaKTUIM M EKCHepTU-U3CIEeNOBaTeNIM — € aJeKBaTHAa M IMPOJYKTUBHO
U3MO0JI3BaHa;

(3) IlocraBenata men: ,Ja Cce AaHAJIM3UPAT MPHUHIMIUTE W IICHHOCTUTE Ha
KOHCEpBaTU3Ma Karo mnoiutudecka Qumocodus u ga ce UASHTHUPUINPA KOU

INPpUHIOWUION W LOEHHOCTH Ca CIOACIICHU B IOJUTHYCCKUTC ©W IMPOrpaMHHUTC



JOKYMEHTH Ha OBJIFapCKUTE MOJIMTHYECKU MapTHH, 4WieHyBamu B EBponeiickara
HapoJHa MapTUs* — € OCTUTHATA YCIIEUIHO;
(4) UzcnenomaresnckuTe 3aJau Ha AMCEPTALIMOHHOTO M3CIEIBAaHE ca (POPMYITUPAHH
a/IeKBaTHO U PELIEHU B X0/1a Ha U3CJIEIBAHETO.
4. OueHka Ha HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH NPHUHOCH
IIpuemam KaTto IsUI0 CAMOOLICHKaTa Ha aBTOpa 3a IPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH B
JUCEPTALMOHHOTO U3CJIEIBAHE, KATO CH MTO3BOJISI 1a OTKPOSI CIEAHUTE OT TAX!
v W3BeneHn M aHanu3MpaHU ca OCHOBHUTE XapaKTEPUCTUKU Ha
OBJArapckus KOHCEpBAaTU3bM U € 3alllUTEHa Te3aTa 3a ChAbprKaTeaHaTa My OJIM30CT 10
€BPOMNENCKHUS KOHCEpBAaTU3bM, IOCPEACTBOM HACHTU(QULUUPAHUTE Ppa3IUKUd B
KOHCEpBAaTUBHUTE UJEH Ha €BpOIIEHiCKaTa 1 aMEpUKaHCKaTa MOJUTHYECKA MUCHII;
v Cucrematusupana e wuHOpManus 3a MbTS HAa OBJITapCKUTE
IIOJINTUYECKHU NapTUu U TAXHOTO noszunuonupane B EHII u e HanpaBeHa oneHka 3a
TAXHATa aHraKUpaHOCT ¢ npuHuunure U neHHocture Ha EHII u BimsgHuero um
BBPXY MOJIUTUYECKUTE TpolriecH B bbarapusi;
v OcblllecTBEH € KOHTEHT aHajdu3 Ha OCHOBHUTE IOJUTHUYECKU H
IIPOrpaMHU JOKYMEHTH Ha OBJIFapCKUTE MOJUTUYECKH MApTUHU, aKTUBHU WIEHOBE Ha
EHII - CAC, ACB, I'EPB, IBI" 1 € moCTUTrHATO UICOTOTUYECKO HACHTU(DHUITMPAHE Ha
MapTUUTE KaTo MPUTEXKaBallll KOHCEPBATHUBEH MPO(UI U CHOJENSIINM OCHOBHUTE
NPUHLIMIIM M LEHHOCTH Ha KOHcepBaTu3Ma. M3rorBeHa e aBTopcka TaOiMIla,
WIIOCTpUpAIla NPWINKUTE U Pa3IM4usaTa B CIOJEICHUTE NPUHIUIN U LEHHOCTH OT
EHII, CAC, ACb, I'EPb u JIbT".
[locoueHnTe NPUHOCHM KOPEKTHO ca pas3felieHd Ha TEOPETHMYHU M MPAKTHKO-
MIPUJIOKHHU.
5. OueHka Ha NyOJMKAIMUTE N0 JHCEPTANMATA
XpuctuHa J[MMUTpOBa € IpeAcTaBuiIa ClipaBKa 3a HeoOXoauMuTe myOnukauuu — 4
myOauKanuu (0T KOUTO €Ha Ha OBJITapCKU U TPU Ha aHTJIMHCKU €3MK), OTPa3siBally OTACITHU
ACMeKTH OT AUCEPTAIIMIOHHOTO U3CJE/IBaHE.
6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa
ABTopedepaTbT ChIbpKa HEOOXOJUMHTE €JeMEHTH W HHGOpMAaIHs, KOHUTO

CHOTBETCTBAT Ha/H AACKBATHO OTpPa3saBaT CbABPKAHUETO HA JUCECPTAIUOHHUA TPY .



7. KpuTnyHuU 0ej1e;KKH, MPeNnopbKU U BHIPOCH

KpI/ITI/l‘lHI/ITe MM 0€JIeKKH ca OT CHABPKATCICH U TCXHUYCCKH XapaKTEpP, a UMCHHO:

v' B wnsaxou uyacti Ha [IbpBa IjIaBa H3JI0KEHUETO HE € JOCTATHYHO (POKYCHUPAHO —

HU3JI0KCHHU Ca O6H_II/ITC BB3IJICAM Ha KOHCCPBATHBHHU MHUCIUTCIA U CC I‘Y6I/I B
OIpeZIeIeHa CTETEeH aKIEHThT BbPXY NPUHIUINTE U IICHHOCTHTE,

Makap aBTOpBT Ja € HOCOYMJI OTpaHMYCHHATA HA aHaIM3a, CTPyBa MM ce, 4e
U3JIOKEHUETO OW CIIeYenmsio, ako B TeKcTa Oe HampaBeHO CpaBHEHHE MEXIY
BOJCLIMTE IPUHLMIIN U IEHHOCTH HAa KOHCEpBAaTHU3Ma U Te3U Ha julepanu3ma (1 Kak
ellHa U ChIla [IEHHOCT C€ MHTEPIIPETUPA 10 Pa3INUCH HAUUH);

Crnopen MeH B JaucepranysTa He € Npenu3upaHa JOCTaThYHO TOYHO pas3siMKaTa
KOHCCPBATU3BM — XPUCTUAHACMOKpPALIUA,

Hanmuie ca TEeXHMYECKM TPELIKH, KOMTO HapyliaBaT JOOpPOTO ChIbPIKATEIHO
BIICUATIICHUE.

Hsxon or Te3u O€nexKd M TNPEeHopbKM C€ OTHACAT I0-CKOpO 10 Obaemniara
u3cieioBaresicka pabora Ha JOKTOpaHTKara. M Apyr mbT B CBOM PEIECH3MU ChbM
MOCOYBAJI, Y€ CC PELICH3UPa TOBA, KOETO € HAIKCAHO, a HE TOBA, KOETO JOIbJIHUTEITHO
MOXe€ J1a Ce HalulIie.

8. 3akuoueHnue

JuceprauvoHHuss TpyX Ha  XpucTMHA JlumMuUTpoBa ChbABpPKA TEOPETHYHH H

IMPHUIIOKHO-TIPAKTUYUCCKH PE3YJITATH. I[I/ICGPT&III/IOHHHSI TPYyA YAOBJICTBOPSABA M3HCKBAHUATA

Ha 3PACPDB u llpaBunnuka 3a HeroBoro mpuiarade. ETo 3amo mpeayiaraM Ha Hay4HOTO

Kypu Ja npuchau Ha XpuctuHa HMBanoBa [lumurpoBa OHC ,jokTOop® mo HaydHaTa

cnernmanHoct 05.11.02 , ITonmuronorus®, npodecuonanHo HampasieHue 3.3. , Ilonmutuuecku

HayKH".

04.12.2024, Codus THogmuc: «..oovvveiii i

npod. 1-p I'eopru SnkoB
3aciy>xui npodecop Ha YHCC



University of National and World Economy

REVIEW
By: Prof. Dr. Georgi Nedev Yankov

Academic Field: 05.11.02 Political Science, Professional Field 3.3 Political Sciences
Regarding: Dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the
academic field of 05.11.02 Political Science, Professional Field 3.3 Political Sciences at
UNWE.

Author of the Dissertation: Hristina Ivanova Dimitrova

Dissertation Topic: The Principles and Values of Conservatism and Bulgarian Political

Parties Members of the European People's Party
Basis for this review: Participation as a member of the academic jury for the defense of the
dissertation in accordance with Order No. 3327/13.11.2024 issued by the Rector of UNWE.

1. Information about the Candidate

The candidate has been enrolled in the doctoral program at the Department of
Political Science, Faculty of International Economics and Politics at UNWE, in the academic
field of Political Science, Professional Field 3.3 Political Sciences, as per Rector’s Order No.
1132/20.05.2020. The training began in a full-time format on 28.04.2020 and was later
converted to part-time study by Order No. 1254/26.04.2024 from the Vice-Rector for
Research and Development. The candidate was granted the right to defend the dissertation by
Rector’s Order No. 3384/19.11.2024.

2. General Overview of the Submitted Dissertation

The dissertation presented for defense is both theoretically and practically relevant. It
addresses the principles and values of contemporary conservatism and the challenges of their
articulation in the programmatic documents of Bulgarian political parties affiliated with the
European People’s Party. In this context, the text is highly valuable—both as an analysis and
as a practical guide. The dissertation requires broad thinking, solid theoretical foundation,

and precise research focus to transform it from a mere review of theories and practices into a



profound political science analysis. I commend the doctoral candidate’s choice of topic and
recognize the various difficulties encountered during the dissertation’s development.

Structurally, the dissertation is well-balanced and adheres to the “classic” models of
such research—introduction, three chapters, conclusion, and references. The overall length of
the dissertation—268 pages (236 of which are the main text)}—meets established academic
standards. The cited literature consists of 284 sources in Bulgarian, English, German, and
Russian.

In the Introduction, all required elements are present—relevance and problem
formulation, main research question, subject and object of the study, primary objective, main
thesis, key hypotheses, formulated research tasks, and methodological framework, along with
the study's content and temporal limitations. These elements are precisely defined and
subsequently developed throughout the analysis.

The doctoral candidate demonstrates a solid understanding of the scientific literature
on the topic and utilizes it in a coherent and productive manner. The included figures and
tables effectively illustrate the main text.

The analysis is logical and sequentially presents: (1) The theoretical and
methodological problems of conservative political philosophy; the origins and key periods of
its development; the ideas of major representatives of conservatism are analyzed, and an
attempt is made to derive the leading principles of the conservative doctrine; special attention
is paid to the fundamental conservative values, and a comparative analysis of the content of
these values across different thinkers is conducted; the basic differences between European
and American conservatism are formulated in the search for an answer to the question of
where Bulgarian conservatism stands (Chapter One); (2) The specific features of Bulgarian
political conservatism are analyzed; the conservative principles and values adopted by the
EPP and the "path" of Bulgarian political parties towards membership in the EPP; the
programmatic principles and values of the Union of Democratic Forces, Democrats for a
Strong Bulgaria, Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria, and Bulgaria for Citizens
Movement are outlined, and the thesis of their affiliation with conservatism is formulated
(Chapter Two); (3) Fundamental conservative values in contemporary Bulgarian society are
identified based on a secondary interpretation of national representative sociological studies,

seeking to answer whether the societal value attitudes are reflected in the principles and



values upheld by the political parties affiliated with the EPP. The results of original
interviews conducted by the author with experts on the topic (practitioners and analysts) are
presented, accompanied by an analysis of their assessments regarding the
alignment/misalignment of the principles and values of Bulgarian parties with those of
conservatism. A comparative analysis is conducted between classical European conservative
principles and values and those of the center-right and conservative parties in Bulgaria that
are active members of the EPP (Chapter Three).

The conclusion succinctly presents the results obtained from the dissertation research

and the conclusions reached by the author.

3. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Scientific Results

A thorough review of Hristina Dimitrova’s dissertation allows me to provide the
following assessments:

(1) The research addresses a current and significant issue for both theory and practice;
it is conducted at a solid theoretical level, represents an independent authorial work, and
meets the accepted standards for a dissertation.

(2) The applied methodology—systematic theoretical review of key literature sources,
content analysis of political and programmatic documents, secondary interpretation of
empirical value studies, and qualitative research through in-depth interviews with political
practitioners and expert researchers—is appropriate and effectively utilized.

(3) The stated objective: “to analyze the principles and values of conservatism as a
political philosophy and identify which principles and values are reflected in the political and
programmatic documents of Bulgarian political parties affiliated with the European People's
Party”—has been successfully achieved.

(4) The research tasks formulated in the dissertation are appropriate and have been

effectively addressed throughout the course of the study.

4. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Scientific Contributions
| fully accept the author's self-assessment of the contributions in the dissertation research,

with the following being highlighted:



v' The main characteristics of Bulgarian conservatism have been identified and
analyzed, and the thesis on its substantive proximity to European conservatism has
been defended, through the identified differences in conservative ideas between
European and American political thought.

v Information on the path of Bulgarian political parties and their positioning within the
EPP has been systematized, and an evaluation has been made of their commitment to
the principles and values of the EPP and their impact on political processes in
Bulgaria.

v' A content analysis of the main political and programmatic documents of the
Bulgarian political parties active in the EPP — UDF, DSB, GERB, DBG - has been
conducted, leading to an ideological identification of the parties as having a
conservative profile and sharing the core principles and values of conservatism. An
original table has been created, illustrating the similarities and differences in the
shared principles and values of the EPP, UDF, DSB, GERB, and DBG.

The mentioned contributions are correctly divided into theoretical and practical-applied ones.

5. Evaluation of the Publications Related to the Dissertation
Hristina Dimitrova has provided a reference for the required publications—4
publications (one in Bulgarian and three in English), reflecting various aspects of the
dissertation research.

6. Evaluation of the Abstract
The abstract contains the necessary elements and information, which correspond to
and adequately reflect the content of the dissertation.

7. Critical Remarks, Recommendations, and Questions
My critical remarks are of both substantive and technical nature, specifically:
v In some parts of Chapter One, the presentation is not sufficiently focused—general
views of conservative thinkers are presented, and to some extent, the emphasis on
principles and values is lost.

v Although the author has noted the limitations of the analysis, | believe the



presentation would benefit from a comparison between the leading principles and
values of conservatism and those of liberalism (and how the same value is interpreted
differently).

v" In my opinion, the dissertation does not precisely distinguish enough between
conservatism and Christian democracy.

v’ There are technical errors that undermine the overall positive substantive impression.

v' Some of these comments and recommendations are more relevant to the future
research work of the PhD student. | have stated elsewhere in my reviews that one

reviews what has been written, not what further can be written.

8. Conclusion
The dissertation of Hristina Dimitrova contains theoretical and practical results. The
dissertation satisfies the requirements of the Law on Research and Development and its
Implementing Regulations. Therefore, | propose to the scientific jury to award Hristina
Ivanova Dimitrova the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the scientific specialty 05.11.02
"Political Science", professional field 3.3 "Political Science".

04.12.2024, Sofia Signature: ...

Prof. Dr. Georgi Yankov
Professor Emeritus of UNWE
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