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OTHOCHO:  [UCEpTAlMOHEH TPYJA 3a MPUCHXKIaHE Ha 0Opa3oBaTelIHA M HAay4YHA CTETCH
LJAOKTOP® mo 3.5. Obwecmeenu KOMYHUKayuu u UH@OOPMAYUOHHU HAYKU,
0okmopcka npocpama no ,,Opeanusayus u ynpasierue u3evH cgepama Ha
MamepuaiHomo npoussoocmeo (meouu u komynuxayuu) “ 8 YHCC.

ABTOp Ha AucepTauMoHHus Tpya: Mas ['epeosa boiiuesa
Tema Ha AucepTauuoHHust TPyA: /Jluckypcno koncmpyupauwe Ha obpasa na bwreapus 6
anenoezuynume nvmenucu (1900-2017).

OcHnosanue 3a TpeJCTaBIHE HA CTAHOBMILETO: Y4aCTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO XYypH IO
3amuTa Ha JUCEepTalMOHHUs TpyA chriacHo 3amoBen Ne 2701/01.10.2024 r. Ha Pekropa Ha
YHCC.

1. Nndopmanus 3a nucepranra

Mas boifueBa ce e oOydaBasia 1Mo JOKTOpPCKa IMporpama KupM xameopa ,, Meouu u
obwecmeenu komyHukayuu *“ Ha dhakynrer ,, Ukonomuxa na ungppacmpyxmypama‘“ na YHCC
[0 HayyHa CIEUUAIHOCT ,, Opeanuzayus u ynpagieHue u3evbH cghepama Ha MAmepuaiHomo
npou3800cmeo (mMeduu u KomyHuxayuu)“ chriacHo 3amoBe]] Ha 3aMm.-pekrtopa mo HUJ[ Ha
YHCC Ne 190/ 24.01.2025 r. OOyueHHETO € OCBIIECTBEHO B C80000HA (popma cperry
MHAMBUAYAIHO 3aIuiamase npes3 nepuoga 2022-2025 r.

2. OO0ma xapaKkTepuCTHKA Ha NPeICTABeHHs JMCePTANMOHEH TPY/

JucepranmonHusaT Tpyd Ha Mas ['eproBa boiiueBa mnpenctaBisiBa 3aabi004eHO
u3cieBaHe Ha HauyMHa, 110 KOMTO bbirapus e mpeiacraBeHa B aHIVIOE3WYHM I'BTENHCH B
Iepuoj OT MoBede OT BeK. TOo3M Tpyx ce OnmuTBa Ja AEKOJUpPA CIOKHOTO B3aUMOJEHCTBUE
MEX1y MEAUHHOTO NPEACTABSHE, KYIATYPHHS TUCKYPC U T€ONOIUTHYECKUTE UHTEPECH, KOUTO
¢dbopmupaT npesicTaBaTa 3a HallaTa CTpaHa Cpell aHIJIoe3udHaTa ayauTopus. Toii e B 00em oT
251 crpaHuIM, KOETO TOKa3Ba ChIUIECTBEHA M3CIENOBaTENICKa IbjI0ounHa. CTpyKTypaTa Ha



JUcepTanusaTa € OpraHu3upaHa B TPM OCHOBHH IJIaBU:

1. ,IIbTeNHChT KaTo (opmMa Ha Ch3AaBaHE Ha MEOUiHA peasHoCcT —
YCTAaHOBEHU Ca TEOPETUYHHUTE OCHOBU M METOJOJIOTMYECKUTE IOAXOAU HAa TO3U TEKCT B
CUCTEMAaTa Ha MEIUWHUTE KaHPOBE.

2. ,IIpeicTaBsiHe HA U3/1aTEJICTBATA U MEYATHUTE MEIUU~ — U3CJIEABAHO €
MOJIETO Ha KYJITYpHO MPOU3BOJICTBO W MHOIO J00pe ca NpeiCTaBeHH OpHUTAHCKUTE U
aMEPUKAHCKUTE U3/1aTeNICTBA.

3. ,O0pa3sT Ha bbirapus B aHTIIOE3WYHH MBTENUCH — aHATH3UpPAHA €
IpeJcTaBaTa 3a CTpaHaTa HU B YETHPU pa3iIndHu uctopudecku nepuona (1900-1919),
MEXITYBOCHHHsSI MEpHOJ,, KoMyHHcTHYeckaTa epa (1945-1989) u romunuTe cnen mpexona
(1990-2017).

Ta3u cTpykTypa mo3BOJIsIBa Ha aBTOpa I'bPBO Ja YCTAHOBU TEOPETUYHHUTE PAMKH,
mpeny 1a TpoBeje JCTAlIHN aHAaTU3W Ha TOBAa Kak 0oO0pa3bT Ha beiarapus e ,HaciarBaH® u
TpaHc(hOpMHUPaAH B pa3IMYHU UCTOPHUECKU KOHTEKCTH.

Mas boiiueBa pa3paboTBa TeMa ChC 3HaAUMMa CHBPEMEHHA PEJICBAHTHOCT KAaKTO B
aKaJEMHUYEH, Taka U B COLIMAJIHO-NOJUTHYECKH KOHTEKCT. HelHOTO M3ciieqBaHe € MbpBOTO
nogo0HO B beirapus u uMa cBositTa ,,BeuHa* aKTyaJHOCT, OCOOEHO B MOMEHTa, B KOMTO B
bparapus npoabirkasa 1a U3KpUCTAIM3UPAT BBIIPOCUTE 3a HALMOHAJIHATA HU U €BpoOIeiicKaTa
HU UACHTUYHOCT, TXHOTO MPEIUINTAHE U B3aUMHO KOHCTPYHPAHE U KaK BbHUIHUTE MEIUNHU
HapaTUBH JONPUHACAT 3a MOATBPKAHETO HA €MH KOMIUIEKCEH HallMOHaJIeH 00pa3. ABTOPBT
yOeauTenHo apryMeHTHpa, Y€ H3CIEeIBaHETO Ha IIBTENHCUTEe JaBa IpejacTaBa 3a
(byHIaMEeHTAIHUTE BBIPOCH, MPeJl KOUTO € M3IMPAaBeHO OBIArapckoTo obmecTBo: ,,Kou cme
uue?”, ,,KaxBu ca npyrure?” u ,,Kax apyrure raegat Ha Hac?”. OCBeH TOBa, U3CJICABAHETO
ajipecupa TPEBOXKHH MOJIEIIH B aHIJIOE3UYHUTE MyOauKaiuu 3a beiarapus, kouto Mas boituera
Ha0JI01aBa KaToO MPEeIUMHO OOpHCYBAIlX ,,TUPAHUATA U MU3EPUATA HA COLMATHCTUYECKUS
HAaUYMH Ha >KUBOT, KOPYMIHMATAa BBB BJIACTTa, HUILOKHOCTTA HAa OOMKHOBEHHS 4YOBEK,
Oe3m3xonunara Ha paszauyHus’. Upe3 MocTaBsHE TMOJA BBIPOC HA TOBA CEJIEKTHBHO
IIpeCTaBsHEe, AMCEpPTAlMITa JONPUHACSH 332 KPUTHUUYHUTE AMCKYCHH OTHOCHO KYJITYPHOTO
NpeJCTaBsHE B epara Ha riaodanu3anusaTa. Te3u 3aKiIoueHus H3MbIHIBAT U OCHOBATA LIeJ Ha
aUcepTanusaTa 1a ce JOKaXKe, Y€ MPEICTaBSIHUATAa HUKOIa HE ca HEYTpaJlHU, a BUHAru ca
BIPAJICHU BHB BIIACTOBU OTHOIICHUS U UACOJIOTHYECKH paMKU. Tyk rckaM aa oTOenexa ChIo
Taka, 4e B yBOJa MHOIO NPEIM3HO U MPABHIHO ca (POPMYJIHUPAHU MPEAMETHT, OOEKTHT Ha
u3cieBaHe, LEIUTE U 33Ja4yiTe, OCHOBHATA Te3a U MPWIIOKEHATa B X0Ja Ha pazpaboTkara
MeTo10JIoTHA. LIeHTpalHuAT apryMeHT Ha JuUcepTalusaTa MOCTYJINpa, Y€ MPEACTaBSIHETO Ha
Bbeirapus B aHIII0€3MUHUTE IBTEMUCH HE ce 6a3upa eJMHCTBEHO Ha 0OEKTUBHU HAOIIOICHHS,
a 0Tpa3siBa MO-IIUPOKH MJIC0JIOTUYECKH PAMKH U BIACTOBU OTHOLIEHUs. ABTOPBT TBBPIH, Y€
OBTENIUCHUTE O00OLICHUS YTBBPKIABAT CHEUU(UYHU TPYNOBU MHTEPECH — ,,BHTpEIIHATA
rpyna cpeily BbHIIHATA, LEHTbpa Cpeuly mnepudepusTa, LHUBUIM30BAHOTO CpPELLY
BapBapckoTo”. Te3ara NONBIHMTENHO IIpenroJiara, 4e BBIPEKH Y€ PENpe3cHTAlMUTE Ha
Bbeirapuss umar pazHooOpa3ue BBB BPEMETO, T€ CE€ XapaKTEPHU3UPAT ChC 3a0esIeKHUTEITHA



€JHOPOJHOCT B PAMKHUTE Ha KOHKPETHU UCTOPUYECKH ITEPUOIH.

B nucepranusTa KOpEeKTHO ca IMUTUPAHU HAYYHH M3TOYHHUIM OT HSAKOJIKO OOJIACTH:
TEOpUsl HAa MEOUHTE W KYJTYpHHUTE HW3CJIEIBaHUs, IMPOLECUTEe Ha Tiolanu3anusita |
(bopMHpaHEeTO Ha HAIIMOHAITHYU UCHTUYHOCTH, U3CIICABAHUATA 32 OAIIKAHCKUS AUCKYPC U JIp.

3. OuneHka HA MOJyYeHUTEe HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTh

JuceprauoHHUAT Tpya Ha Mas boliueBa MMa 3Ha4YMMM HAy4HH PE3YJITATH, KOUTO
oborarsBar HOJETO Ha MEIUMHHHUTE M KyITypHUTe n3ciensaHus. Cpea OCHOBHHTE HAy4YHU
IIOCTHXKCHUSL HA JUCEpTalMsATa C€ OTKPOsBAa YCTAaHOBSIBAHETO HA MHOIOBAPUAHTHOCT HA
oOpasure Ha bparapus — u3BeICHU 1 apTYMEHTHPAHHU ca KaKTO pa3InyMsITa BbB BPEMETO, Taka
U YCTAaHOBEHUTE CXOJCTBA B OIPEACIICHH UCTOPUYECKU NEpUOAU. BakeH HayyeH MPUHOC
MIPEACTABIISIBA TEOPETUYHOTO MO3ULMOHUPAHE HA IBTENHCA KATO MEAUECH IPOILYKT, KOHTO
€IHOBPEMEHHO TpeHacsi M reHepupa 3HadyeHue. J(uceprammara yOeAWTENHO [10Ka3Ba, 4e
OBTENUCHT (PYHKIMOHUPA KATO ,,lIEMEHT OT IIUPOK KOMYHHKAIIMOHEH MOTOK MO TEMH OT
3aJjaieHusl THEBEH pell B OOIIECTBOTO” M OCHTYpsiBa HE caMO MH(popMamus 3a HEMo3HAaTH
MeCTa, HO U YTBBPKIABa OIPEIEICH CBETOIJIE] OTHOCHO MACTOTO HA Pa3jIUYHUTE HAPOAU B
,ToJsiIMaTa KapTUHA Ha >KMBOTA” . M3KIIOUMTEIHO MHTEPECHO U KAaTETOPUYHO IPUHOCHO €
NPEJCTaBIHETO Ha OPUTAHCKUTE U HA aHTIMUCKUTE M3JIATENICTBA, KOMTO Ca aHTAXHUPAHU U C
OTIIEYaTBAHETO Ha IbTenucH 3a bearapus. Jlucepraumsra Ipuiara KOMIIJIEKCHA
M3CJIEI0BATEIICKA METOIONIOTHS, KOATO €(PEeKTHUBHO ChUETaBa HAKOJIKO AHATMTUYHU MOJIXOAA.
[leHTpanHOo MACTO 3aeMa AUCKYPCUBHUAT AaHAJIW3, KOWTO IIO3BOJISABA Ja CE€ H3CJIEIBAT
COLIMAJIHUTE MPAKTUKU U BJIACTOBUTE OTHOLICHMs, BIPaJCHU B TEKCTA HA IbTENUCUTE. 103U
MOJIX0/ € 0OCOOCHO MOJXO/AI 32 aHAJIU3 HA TOBA KAaK CE Ch3JaBaT M MOAIbPIKAT ONPEICICHU
IpeAcTaBy 3a bbiarapus B pasnvuuyHu HCTOPUYECKU KOHTEKCTH.

Mertoponorusta BKIIOYBA OLIe 33AbJI00YEH aHATU3 HAa €3MKOBUTE CPEACTBA, 4pe3
KOWTO C€ M3CIe[BaT HAPATUBHUTE CTPYKTYPU U PETOPUYHUTE CTPATETMM, U3IIOI3BAHU 3a
KOHCTpyupaHe Ha oOpa3a Ha bbarapus. To3u JIMHIBUCTUYEH aCHEKT HA aHAIM3a € JOMbIHEH
OT KOHTEHT aHaJIu3, KOMTO MO3BOJIsIBA /1a C€ UACHTU(PHUIMPAT MMOBTAPSIINA CE€ TEMH, MOTUBHU U
CBhABPKATEIIHY €JIEMEHTU B KOpIlyca OT mbrenucu. Mas boitueBa pasriexna nbprenuca He
MIPOCTO KaTo JUTEpaTypeH KaHp, a KaTO MEIUECH NPOAYKT, YMETO 3HAaUeHue TpsOBa na Obae
MHTEPIPETUPAHO ,,B TACHA BPH3Ka ChC COLIMAIHUSA KOHTEKCT Ha HETOBOTO Bb3HUKBAHE .

OcHoBHara 11e1 Ha gucepTranusaTa — Aa aHaIU3Uupa KaK aHTJI0€3MYHUTE MBTEIUCH OT
1900 mo 2017 r. koHCTpyupaT oOpa3za Ha beiarapus 3a aHTTIOE3MYHHS YUTATEN M C KaKBU
MOJIUTUYECKH YIOTPeOU € CBbp3aH TO3M KOHCTPYKT — € YCHelHo nocturuara. [locraBenure
M3CIIEI0BATENICKH 33]]aUi ChIIO Ca U3ITBJIIHEHH MTOCIIEI0BATEIHO U 38 IBJIO0YEHO.

4. OuneHka HAa HAYYHHUTE M HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH IPUHOCH
[Tpuemam Taka GopMyTUpaHUTE B JUCEPTALUATA TEOPETUYHU U HAYUHO-TIPUIIOKHH
npuHocu. Te ca oOTpaxeHHME Ha HAKOJIKO KOHKPETHH pe3yiTara: TEOpETUYHOTO



MO3UIMOHHUPAHE Ha IbTENNCA KaTO €JUH OT Hal-Bb3EHCTBAILMUTE TEKCTOBE, CHHXPOHHOTO U
JIMAaXpOHHOTO M3rpaxkJaHe Ha oOpa3a Ha bbirapus upe3 mcropuueckara MepHOAM3alUs B
YEeTUPU PA3ITUYHU €TI0XH, aHAIU3BT Ha OPUTAHCKUTE U aMEPUKAHCKUTE U3AAaTEICKU PAKTUKU
U UJIeHTU(ULIMpaHe Ha eAHOCTPAaHUYMBUTE HHTEPIPETAIMU Ha ObJTrapcKaTa WACHTUYHOCT.

5. Ouenka Ha Ny0JTUKAIMUTE MO JUCEPTANUATA

Mas BoiiueBa npencTaBsi 4eTUpY MyOIUKAIMK 110 TeMaTa Ha TUCEPTAllMOHHUS TPYI —
TpH Ha OBJTApCKH M €Ha Ha aHIIMHCKU e3uK. Mckam ma orOenexa, ye pe3yiaTaTUTE OT
HEHHMUTE W3CIENOBATENICKU YCUIIHS ca MyOJMKYBaHH B WHACKCHPAHW HAy4YHU W3JAHUS Karo
Hayunu tpynose u l'ogumank vHa YHCC, kakro u B ci. ,,IIpodecnonanno oOpa3oBanue’ Ha
Harmonanuo u3natencTBo 3a o0pa3oBaHue U HayKa ,,A3-Oyku.

6. Onenxa Ha aBTOpedepara
ABTopedepaThT OTrOBaps Ha ChAbP)KAHUETO HA AUCEPTALUOHHUS TPYL.
7. Kputnunm 6ejie:KKH, NPenopbKH U BBIPOCH

HsiMaM chIiecTBEHN KPUTUIHH OETIEKKH M0 JUCepTAIMOHHUS TpyA. Tol e HamrcaH Ha
aKaJeMHUUYCH CTWI U C OTJIMYHA U3CIe0BaTelIcKa penusHocT. [IpenopbsuBam Ha Mas boliuesa
Ja TO M3Jaje, 3al[0TO Taka TOW IIe MOJYy4Yd U CBOETO HAIIBJIHO 3aCIy>KEHO OOIIECTBEHO
BHMMaHue. Imam cienHuAT Bepoc KkbM Mas boliueBa, KOUTO HE € IPOAUKTYBaH OT HUKaKBU
cJ1a00CTH B U3CJIEIBAHETO, @ I0-CKOPO € TIOBOJI Ja ¥ MPernopbh4aM J1a MPOIbIDKH Ja paboTu 1Mo
u3bpanara Tema: Bauwemo npoyusarne pazenedcoa anenoeudnu nomenucu 0o 2017 2. Kakeu
HOBU MeHOeHyuu uiu npomeHu 6 npeocmasume 3a buvreapus wnabnooasame unu
npeogudxcoame 0a 6voam Gopmupany 8 NO-aKmyaiHu MeoutiHu nyoruKayuu?

8. 3akawuenue

[IpencraBenata 3a myOIUYHA 3alIUTa JUCEPTAIUS € OCOOCHO IIEHHO M3CJIEe/IBAHE ChC
CBOSITA XPOHOJOTHUYHA IHUPOTA, METOJOJIOTHYECKa MPEIU3HOCT U KPUTHYHO aHTAXKUPAHE C
BBIIPOCUTE HA HAIMOHAJTHUTE oOOpa3u, MEIUHHUTE pENpe3CHTAllMd Ha HAIMOHATHU
UJCHTUYHOCTH M PETHOHU 4Ype3 BH3ACHUCTBAII KaHP KaTo MbTEMUCHT. BCHYKO TOBa MU JaBa
OCHOBaHHUE Jla TJacyBaM TMOJOXHUTEIHO 3a npucwvocoanemo Ha OHC ,, 0okmop* na Mas
I'epeosa boiiuesa no 3.5. Obwecmseenu KOMyHUKayuu u UHGOPMAYUOHHU HAYKU 8 OOKMOPCKA
npoepama no ,, Opeanuzayus u ynpagieHue u3ebH cghepama Ha Mamepuainomo npou300Ccmaeo
(meoduu u komynuxayuu) ‘B YHCC.

07.03.2025 1.
rp. Codus [Moammuc:






UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

STATEMENT

From: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya Plamenova Nikolova
Institution: UNWE
Scientific Field: 3.5. Public Communications and Information Sciences (Public
Relations and Social Media Communications)

Regarding: Dissertation for the awarding of the educational and scientific degree PhD in 3.5.
Public Communications and Information Sciences, doctoral program in "Organisation and
Management Outside the Sphere of Material Production (Media and Communications)" at
UNWE

Author of the dissertation: Maya Gergova Boycheva
Title of the dissertation: Discourse Construction of Bulgaria’s Image in English-Language
Travelogs (1900-2017)

Basis for this statement: Participation in the academic jury for the dissertation defence, in
accordance with Order No. 2701/01.10.2024 of the Rector of UNWE.

1. Information about the PhD Candidate

Maya Boycheva pursued a doctoral program at the Department of Media and Public
Communications, Faculty of Infrastructure Economics at UNWE, in the scientific specialty
Organisation and Management Outside the Sphere of Material Production (Media and
Communications), as per Order No. 190/24.01.2025 issued by the Vice-Rector for Research at
UNWE. The study was conducted independently with individual funding between 2022 and
2025.

2. General Overview of the Dissertation

Maya Gergova Boycheva’s dissertation is an in-depth study of how Bulgaria has been
represented in English-language travel writing over more than a century. The research seeks
to decode the complex interplay between media representation, cultural discourse, and
geopolitical interests that shape perceptions of Bulgaria among English-speaking audiences.
The dissertation comprises 251 pages, demonstrating significant research depth. It is structured
into three main chapters:



1 “Travelogue as a Form of Media Reality Construction' — Establishes the theoretical
foundations and methodological approaches of travel writing within the media system.

2 "Publishing Houses and Print Media Representation'" — Examines the field of cultural
production, with a well-developed discussion on British and American publishing
houses.

3 "The Image of Bulgaria in English-Language Travelogue" — Analyses Bulgaria’s
representation in four distinct historical periods: 1900-1919, the period between the

wars, the communist era (1945-1989), the post-transition years (1990-2017).

This structure allows the author to first establish theoretical frameworks before conducting
detailed analyses of how Bulgaria’s image has been constructed and transformed within
different historical contexts.

Maya Boycheva’s research holds significant contemporary relevance both
academically and socio-politically. This is the first study of its kind in Bulgaria and has
enduring significance, especially given the ongoing discussions regarding national and
European identity, their interconnections, and the role of external media narratives in shaping
a complex national image.

The author convincingly argues that analysing travel writing provides insight into

fundamental questions facing Bulgarian society: Who are we? Who are the others?, How do
others perceive us? Additionally, the study highlights recurring patterns in English-language
publications about Bulgaria, which Boycheva observes as predominantly depicting: The
tyranny and misery of socialist life; Corruption in governance; The insignificance of the
ordinary person, The hopelessness of those who are different.
By questioning these selective portrayals, the dissertation contributes to critical discussions on
cultural representation in the era of globalisation. The study effectively demonstrates that
representations are never neutral but are always embedded in power relations and ideological
frameworks.

I also wish to highlight that the introduction precisely and correctly formulates the
research subject, objectives, hypotheses, and methodology applied throughout the study. The
central argument of the dissertation posits that Bulgaria's representation in English-language
travel writing is not merely based on objective observations but is shaped by broader
ideological frameworks and power dynamics. The author argues that travel writing reinforces
specific group interests— The in-group versus the out-group; The center versus the periphery;
The civilised versus the barbaric.

Furthermore, the thesis suggests that while representations of Bulgaria have varied over
time, they exhibit remarkable consistency within specific historical periods. The dissertation
correctly cites academic sources from multiple disciplines, including media theory, cultural
studies, globalisation studies, national identity formation, and Balkan discourse analysis.

3. Evaluation of Scientific and Applied Results



Maya Boycheva’s dissertation makes significant scholarly contributions that enrich the
fields of media and cultural studies. Some key scientific achievements of the dissertation
include: Establishing the multiplicity of Bulgaria’s representations, highlighting both temporal
variations and recurring patterns across historical periods; The theoretical positioning of travel
writing as a media product that both transmits and generates meaning; Demonstrating that
travel writing serves as "an element of a broad communication flow that contributes to the
public agenda,"” offering not just descriptions of unfamiliar places but reinforcing particular
worldviews about different nations; Analysing the publishing practices of British and
American publishers, which have played a role in shaping Bulgaria’s image in travel literature.
The dissertation employs a comprehensive research methodology, effectively combining
several analytical approaches: Discourse analysis, allowing an exploration of the power
structures embedded in travel narratives; Linguistic analysis, identifying narrative structures
and rhetorical strategies used in travel writing about Bulgaria; Content analysis, detecting
recurring themes, motifs, and narrative elements in the corpus of travel writing.

Boycheva approaches travel writing not just as a literary genre but as a media product
whose meaning must be interpreted "in close connection with the social context in which it
emerged." The dissertation successfully achieves its main objective—to analyse how English-
language travel writing from 1900 to 2017 constructs Bulgaria’s image for an English-speaking
audience and the political uses of these representations. The research tasks set out in the study
are carried out thoroughly and systematically.

4. Evaluation of Scientific and Applied Contributions

I accept the theoretical and applied contributions as outlined in the dissertation. These
contributions reflect several key findings: the theoretical positioning of travel writing as one
of the most influential literary forms, the synchronic and diachronic construction of Bulgaria’s
image through historical periodization across four distinct eras, the analysis of British and
American publishing practices, and the identification of biased interpretations of Bulgarian
identity.

5. Evaluation of Publications Related to the Dissertation

Maya Boycheva has published four academic papers on the topic of her dissertation—
three in Bulgarian and one in English. Notably, her research has been published in indexed
academic journals, such as: Scientific Works, Yearbook of UNWE, Professional Education
(published by the National Publishing House for Education and Science "Az-buki")

6. Evaluation of the Abstract

The abstract accurately reflects the content of the dissertation.



7. Critical Remarks, Recommendations, and Questions

I have no major critical remarks regarding the dissertation. It is written in a highly
academic style with excellent research precision. I strongly recommend that Maya Boycheva
publish her dissertation, as it deserves broader academic and public attention. I do, however,
have one question for Maya Boycheva—not as a critique, but rather as an encouragement to
continue her research: "Your study examines English-language travel writing up to 2017. What
new trends or changes in representations of Bulgaria have you observed, or do you anticipate
in more recent media publications?"

8. Conclusion

The dissertation presented for public defence is a valuable and meticulously researched
study that stands out for its historical breadth, methodological precision, and critical
engagement with questions of national image construction and media representations of
national identities. Given these merits, I strongly support the awarding of the Doctoral degree
to Maya Gergova Boycheva in 3.5. Public Communications and Information Sciences, within
the doctoral program "Organisation and Management Outside the Sphere of Material
Production (Media and Communications)" at UNWE.

07.03.2025
Sofia Signature:



