CTAHOBMUIIE
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Hog 6vreapcku ynusepcumem
Obwecmeenu KOMyHUKAYUU U UHDOPMAYUOHHU HAYKU

OTHOCHO: JMCEPTAlMOHEH TPYX 3a MPUCHXKAaHE Ha oOpa3oBaTeliHAa W HaydHa CTEIEH
LJAOKTOP* 110 Obwyecmeenu komynukayuu u ungopmayuonnu nayku 8 YHCC.

ABTOp Ha aucepTauuMoHuus Tpya:  Mas ['epeosa botiuesa
Tema Ha qucepTallMOHHUS TPYA: Jluckypcno koncmpyupane na obpasa Ha bvneapus e
anenoesuunu nomenucu (1900-2017)

Ocnosanue 3a TpeACTaBsSHE HA CTAHOBHINETO: y4acTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO KYPH IO
3alUTa Ha JUCEePTAlMOHHUSA TPy chriaacHo 3amoBea Nel90/24 suyapu 2025 r. Ha Pextopa
Ha YHCC.

1. Wndopmaumus 3a qucepranra

JuceptanTbT ce € oOy4aBaj MO JOKTOpCcKa mporpama KbM kameopa ,, Meouu u
oowecmeenu komynukayuu “ /hakyaimem ,, Ukonomuxa u ungppacmpyxmypa‘ sa YHCC no
Obwecmeenu KOMyHUKayuu u uUHGOpMayuoHHU HAyKy CHhTIACHO 3aroBel Ha 3aM.-peKTopa
nmo HUJI na YHCC. OOy4eHHeTO € OCBIIECTBEHO B camocmosmentna ¢GopMa B Iporpama
,Opranuzaiusi ¥ ynpaBjcHHE W3BBH cdepaTa Ha MaTEPUAIHOTO MPOU3BOACTBO (MEIHH U
KOMYHHUKAI[HH).

2. O0ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA MpeJCTABEHHS THMCEePTAIMOHEH TPY/

[IpencraBeHusT AUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPYA Ha Tema ,,/INCKypCHO KOHCTpyHpaHe Ha oOpasa
Ha beirapus B anrnoesuunu merenucu (1900-2017) e ¢ o6em ot 241 craHaapTHH CTPAHHUIIN
U € CTPYKTYpHUPaH B yBOJ, TPH OCHOBHHU IJIaBU W 3akitoueHue. [IpeicraBeHu ca HaydyHHTE
MPUHOCH U CIIUCHK C IMyOJIMKAIMUTE Ha aBTOpa MO TeMara, KaKTO M CIUCHK C TaOIHUIUTE U
rpadukure. OtaenHo e npeacrabena budmuorpadus. O6emMbT U cTpyKTypara Ha paboTara ca
KJIACMYECKH U OTTOBAPSAT HA HAYYHUTE U3MCKBAHUS 32 JIUCEPTAIIHOHEH TPY/I.

Temara, u3bpana ot gqoktopant boifueBa, € OT Te3u TeMHU, KOUTO Ca BUHATU aKTYaJIHU
Y BUHArd HE0OXOIUMHU 32 €THO OOIIECTBO, KOETO C€ CTPEMHU KbM pPaslIUpEeHO ceOerno3HaHue.
Ta HuMa He e BaKHO KaKBH CMe OUIIM B OUUTE Ha JAPYrUTe, KaKk T€ ca IO OMHCAIU U Mpeaaiu

Ha CBOUTC CBHApPOJHUIIN U KaK TO3U o6pa3 CC € HACJIOXKUJI BbB BPEMCTO BBPXY UMHUKA HA



nepkaBata? Baxno e! TonkoBa e BaxHO, Ue € M3HEHAIBAIIO0 Kak JI0 cera JApYr y4eH He ce €
3axBaHaJ C TO3U BBIIPOC U MUCIIA, Y€ HallaTa Hay4Ha OOUIHOCT TpsiOBa ja O6imarogapu Ha Mas
boitueBa, ue 15 ce e peunwia u ro € HampaBuwia. llle cu no3Bosig na HampaBsi mapaneln ¢
n3cneaBane Ha gou. A-p Enena TapameBa ot penaprameHt Anrimumnuctika Ha Hos
OBJITapCKU YHUBEPCUTET 3a HauuHa, 1o koito BBC oTpassBa Obarapckara Tema B mbpBuTe 7
roJMHU ciej Biu3aHeTo Ha crtpanata B EC (,,/IMMIKBT Ha eaHa cTpaHa, Ch3laBaH OT
MexayHapoauuTe meauu. Cinydasr ¢ bearapus®.), u3BoauTe oT KOeTo Ouxa OWIM MHOTO
MHTEpECHU 3a JOKTOopaHT boiiueBa. lIpenmoppuBam TOBa HaydHO MO3HAHCTBO, YCEUIANKH
BB3MOXKHOCT 32 MHTEPECHU OBJCIIN ChbBMECTHHU M3CIICABAHUS.

OcHOBHA 1eJ HAa U3CIIEIBAHETO, ITOCOYEHA OT TOKTOPAHT boliuesa, € ,,J1a T0Kaxe, 4e
II'BTEMHUCUTE Ca YaCT OT NMOTOKA Ha JUCKYPCUBHOTO BB3IIPOU3BOJICTBO Ha 0Opa3a Ha bbarapus
B MEXIYHApOJEH IJIaH", KOSITO 1] € U3MIbJIHEHA B X0/1a Ha paboTara.

JlucepTanMOHHUAT TPyA H3ITBIHSABA YCICIIHO IMOCTAaBEHUTE TPU 3aJauM — Ja Oble
MpeAcTaBeH 00pa3bT Ha bbiarapus B aHTIOE3WYHUTE MBTEMHUCH; J1a OBJ€ MOCTaBEH B TIO
IMIUPOK TIOJUTUYECKH, TEOMOJUTHYCCKH, HKOHOMHYECKH, COLMAJICH, KYJITYpeH | T.H.
KOHTEKCT U Jla ce MPOBEJAE M3CJeBaHE HAa €3MKOBUTE CTPAaTErny 3a peaju3alys Ha jKaHpa
IIBTEINNC U KOHKPETHO 3a (hopmMupaHeTo Ha oOpasa Ha beirapus.

O0exkTHT Ha wuU3cJAeABaHe ¢ scHO neduHHpaH - o0pa3bT Ha bbiarapus B
aHIJI0€3UYHUTE mbTenucu B mepuoga mexay 1900 r. u 2017 r. Karto mombiHeHue u
MOCTaBsSiHE Ha O0EKTa B KOHTEKCT, € HAallpaBeH YacTUYEeH Mperjies] Ha KypHATUCTHYECKU
MyOJUKAIIH.

TounusT mnpeamMer ca ,TEeKCTOBUTE U €3UKOBU MEXaHWU3MH, MpHIAraHu Mpu
KOHCTPYHpaHETO Ha 00pa3 W MJECHTHUYHOCT Ha bbiarapus u ObIArapcKkoTO B aHIJIOE3UYHU
II'BTEINHUCH.

Karo ocHoBen npob.em e neduHupana HeJOCTaThbYHATA MPOYUYEHOCT HA BBHIIPOCHUTE
C KakbB 00pa3 e uaeHtuduurpana bbarapus B aHMI0€3MYHUTE MBTENUCH U TI0 KaKbB HAYHH,
C KaKBH CPE/ICTBA € KOHCTPYHUPaH TO3HM 00pa3 U KakBU €PEeKTH MOCTUTA.

N3cnenBanero nomycka TpUu XHIOTE3H:

1. ,,00pa3bT Ha bbarapus B aHTIOE3WYHU IBTEMHICH CE€ M3TPaXaa MOCIeI0BaTEIHO Ype3
€3MKOBUTE MEXaHW3MH Ha TMOCOYBAHE Ha pazNMuMe W Mojaodue B peayBailu ce

PCIIPE3CHTAaTUBHU CTpATCTMUM HA OYCPHAHC, CCCHIMUAIU3alusd, an06maBaHe,



POMaHTHU3UpPAHE, CK30TH3aIUs, TOJUTH3AIMSA, W3ThKBAaHE HAa [MBWIH3AIMOHHA

JIpYrocT u Jip.. ,,

2. ,JIPOMCHSINATA CE PEIPE3CHTATHBHA MMapaJiurMa € 3aBUCUMa OT TpaHC(OpPMAIIUUTE B
aBTOpOBATA POJIHA CPe/a M OT MPOMECHSIIIATA CE UICHTHYHOCT HA MUIICHIUs CYOeKT. B
IIBTETIIMCHATA TTPOIYKIIHS € TPOCIISUM MPEXO1 B aBTOpOBaTa ceOenaeHTH(UKAITIS OT
UMIIEPCKU CYOCKT Mpe3 Thpcel] EK30TUYHOTO MOJAEPEH CYOCKT KbM CKENTHYCH
MOCTMO/IEpEH CYOeKT.

3. ,IBTEHUCHUAT JTUCKYpC THpPaXkwpa oOpa3su Ha TPOCTPAHCTBOTO, YTBBPJCHH B
rIo0amHaTa COIMATHOIMOJUTHYECKA TIPAKTHKA, KaTO C TOBA PEKOHCTHUTYHpA Ha Hali-
OJIM3KO JI0 TPaKJIaHUTE HUBO KOHIICMIIUUTE HA TPAJUIIMOHHATA T'EOMOJIUTHKA U UMa
MPUHOC KbM 33JJaBAHETO HAa paMKa 3a CIIa3BAHETO HA CBETOBEH pejl.

[TonoxwurenHo  OTOENsA3BaM  ONPEACICHWTE W  ONMCAHW OTPAaHWYCHUS Ha
n3cieaBanero. Upes TIX ce IMocTHra Mo-ToueH (OKYC MPH MPOYNTA HA TIOJIYYCHHUTE JaHHH,
pe3yNTaTH ¥ TCXHUS aHAJU3.

YTOYHEHHETO, Y€ M3CIICBAHETO HE B3MMAa 0] BHUMAHHUE ITHTEITUCHU TEKCTOBE 3a
bbarapus, myOonukyBaHu OT OBITApCKH aBTOPH M M3TpakIaniu oOpa3a Ha bearapus mpes
nmpu3Mata Ha OBJITapcKoTO CeOEeBB3MPUSITHE, MPUEMaM CBIIO 32 H3KIIOUUTEIHO BaXKHO,
3al[0TO TaKWBa MBTEMHUCH, aKO U J]a Ca €BEHTYaJHO NMYOJMKYBaHW Ha aHIJIMICKU €3HK,
W3JIM3a U3BBH MOJIOKEHUTE e U 3aJa4u.

W3non3Banara HayyHa JuTepaTypa € MOAXOJAAIIO0 MNOJOpaHa M BKIIOYBA KAaKTO
CbBPEMEHHU M3TOYHMIIM, TaKa M akTyalHH HAyYHH TpPYAOBE OT MHUHAJIOTO, KOUTO ca
pEJIeBaHTHU Ha TMPOBEXKJIAHOTO H3CIEABAaHE M TIOCTABEHUTE W3CIEA0BATEICKH IIEJIH.
N3Toununure Ha OBATapcku €3WK ca 18, a WM3TOYHWUIIMTE HA AHTJIMMCKU e3uk ca 173.
OtnenHo ca mocoyeHu 4 UHTEPHET U3TOYHUKA.

3. OuneHka HA MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yaTaTH

W3non3Banara METONONIOTHS 3a KAuyeCTBEH aHallM3 OTYUTaM KaTo MOAXOJAIIA.
CrnenupuyHaTa TeMa, KOSTO U3UCKBA J]a Ce U3TUPSAT, ONMUILIAT M aHATTM3UpaT U3AaTecTBaTa B
KOHTEKCT M Ja Ce€ pasMiexJaT M3BOPOBU MaTepHalid, MpeBpbIlla BTOpa U TpeTa TiiaBa B
aBTOpPCKO u3cnenBane. [1o TO3M HaUMH MOyYEHUTE PE3YyITaTh ce Pa3mpoCcTUpar B Hax 2/3 oT
npenctaBeHus Tpya. Llennre u 3agaunTte Ha paboTaTa ca U3MBIHECHU.

4. OueHka HAa HAYYHUTE H HAYYHO-NIPHJIOKHU NIPUHOCH



OI_IGHSIBaM TCOPCTUYHHUTC U HAYUYHO-TIPUJIOKHU IIPUHOCHU KAaTO aACKBATHO MPCUCHCHU

" OpCACTAaBCHU B JUCCPTAIUOHHUA TPYA.

[To HenoHATHYU MpUYMHK JOKTOpaHT boiiueBa He e ciomenana ['paduka 9. ,,MscTo Ha
IBTENHCA B IUKBJIA HA 0hopMsIHE Ha BHHIIHO oOmecTBeHo MHeHue ™ Ha cTp. 231 u ['paduka
10. ,,l{uxbn Ha TpaHchopMalys Ha MbTENUCHUS TUCKypc 3a bearapusa“ Ha crp. 235. Tesn
BU3YaJIM3allMl U TEKCTOBUTE MOSCHEHHS KbM TAX Ca OTIUYUTEIHU NPHHOCHH MOMEHTH,
KIIOYOBM 3a pa3OMpaHeTo Ha JOUCKypca HE caMO 10 OTHOIIEHWE Ha MEIUHHOTO W

JIMHTBUCTUYHOTO pa3OupaHe, HO U Ha COLMOJIOTO-KYITYPHOTO M PHIIOCO(CKOTO.

5. OuneHka Ha ny0JMKaLUMUTE N0 JMCEPTALMATA
Cnucbk ¢ my0iuKanyuTe Ha ABTOPA 110 TeMAaTa HAa IMcePTANMATA
Jloxtopant Mas boiiueBa mpeiacTaBsi 4eTHUpU HAyYHHM CTAaTUU IO Temara, MyOJMKYBaHHU B
yTBbpJAeHU B bbirapus Hayunu cnucanus. EqHa oT TAX € Ha aHTTIMHCKU €3UK, a TpU — Ha
obarapcku. [lyOnukanuuTte ca B mepuoja Ha paboTa BBPXY NMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYyA U IO
TeMara.
1. BoitueBa, M. (2019). bwarapus muMoxojaoM: cTapara W HoBara bwiarapus B
nerenucute Ha [larpuk JInit @vpmop m Huk XwHT. Hayunu tpynose Ha YHCC,

(4), 173-188. https://unwe-research-papers.org/bg/journalissues/article/10133

2. boitueBa, M. (2023) ,,AHIIIO€3UYHUAT ITbTENUC 3a bbarapus B 3opara Ha XX B.:
ch3marenl Ha oOpa3u W Meauarop Ha uAeHTHYHOCTH B ,IIpodecnonanHo
obOpazoBanme’ 25/2023 Ne4, 327-338. HarnmoHamHO M31aTEICTBO 32 00pa30oBaHUE H
Hayka ,,A3-Oyku‘.

3. boiiueBa, M. (2023) ,,Tekcryanu3zupaHnata ObJrapcka peagTHOCT B aMEPHUKAHCKH
oerermcd oT 1980-tre u 1990-te rommaum Ha XX B. Memuum U 0OLIECTBEHU

komyHuKarmu, 2023, 6poit 54. https://media-journal.info/?p=item&aid=459

4. Boycheva, M. (2023). Potentialities of Using Travelogues as a Resource in the ESP
Classroom. Yearbook of UNWE, (2), 145-154.
https://www.unwe.bg/doi/yearbook/2023.2/YB.2023.2.10.pdf

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa


https://unwe-research-papers.org/bg/journalissues/article/10133
https://media-journal.info/?p=item&aid=459
https://www.unwe.bg/doi/yearbook/2023.2/YB.2023.2.10.pdf

ABTOpedepaThT € MOAXOSII0 ChCTABEH U MPEJICTABEH.

7. KpuTnuHu 0eJIe:KKH, NPEeNOPbKU U BLIPOCH

bux uckana na oTmpaBs HAKOJIKO KPUTHYHU OCJIEKKH MO OTHOILIEHHWE HA OMMCAHUETO
Ha METOJOJIOTHUSITA HA POBEICHOTO M3CIIEBAHE.

Ha nbpBo MsicTo, paboTaTa Ou creuenwyia OT M3HACSIHE HAa CHUCHK WIM TaOJIWYHA
pempe3eHTanus Ha  aHATWM3UPAHUTE IBTENMMCH C OCHOBHU TEXHU  OTIMYUTEITHU
xapakTepucTuku. ChIo Taka Ou OmiIo J00pe 1a ce 0TOENek M Jalid TOBA Ca BCUUKH U3BECTHU
Ha UCTOPHUSATA MHTEIUCH WU ca W30paHU MO0 KPUTEPUU HA JIOKTOpaHTAa U HA KaKbB MPUHITUI
€ HalpaBeH Noa00pHT?

I[To otHOomenwe Ha wu3Boma Ha crp. 123 ,TpsbBa nma ce wma TIpenBHI, 4Ye
HaMaJIsiBAllIOTO MPUCHCTBUE Ha bbarapus karo TemMa BbB BECTHUIMTE OT Kpas Ha 30-te
TOJIMHA C€ NBDKM W Ha (akTa, 4e ce TOSIBABAT HOBU MEAWH — PaTUOTO U IMO-KHCHO
TeneBu3uATa. Ho mpeiio’keHOTO KOJIMUEeCTBEHO CPaBHEHUE BCE MaK MPpaBU Bb3MOXKEH H3BOA
3a CXOJCTBO HA CTEMEHTa Ha MNPUCHCTBUE HA Temara ,bbiarapus B aHIJIMHACKU U
aMEpPUKAaHCKH TeUaTHW Menuu.”, OWxX wucKaja nga [g00aBs, 4Ye HaMasIBalIusAT Opou
nyonukaiuu, ocooeHo ot 40-Te roJAWHU HaTaThK, OM MOT'BI J]a Ce ABKM CHLIO Taka U Ha
(dakTa, ye mapprkaBara € M3JsA3JIa OT oOXxBaTa Ha WMHTEepec Ha mpecata B Anrmus u CAIll, c
Koeto Ou Morio jga ObAe W MOJYEPTAaHO M3NM3AHETO W OT MPUHAMICHKHOCT U KbM
ChOTBETHATA IIMBUJIN3ALIMOHHA OC.

[IpenopbuBaM cien u3BecTHa mpepabOTKa, KOSATO Ja s HampaBu IMO-JieCHa 3a
BB3MpHUEMaHe OT Hecleuuaau3upana myoianKa, JucepranusaTa a ce myOJiMKyBa 3a HIMpoKaTa
obarapcka oOuiectBeHocT. Paborara € MHOTO 3a1b1004eHa, U3KIIOYUTEIHO MHOTOIUIACTOBA
U Hail-BaXXHOTO — OCBH3HATO MOJYEpTaBallla pOJIATA HA NbTENHCa BHB (OPMUPAHETO U
U3MBIHEHUETO Ha Te0-MOJUTHYECKUTE IUTAHOBE Ha JIbP)KaBUTE C  IEJIEHACOYEHO
IBITOCPOYHO IJIaHUPaHE Ha MEXIYHApOIHATA CH TIOJUTHKA.

Cpmio Taka mOpemnopbyBaM MpepadOTeHUAT TPYyA Ja CE€ HU3MpaTH HAPOYHO Ha
bearapckure KyaTypHu HHCTUTYTH, Kakto U B MBHP, xakro m Ha mpexara Ha AbYY
(Aconmarust Ha OBITAPCKUTE YUMIIHILA B Uy>KOMHA), KAKTO U J]a C€ TIOMUCIH 3a MPOBEKIAHE
Ha CEMHUHApU 3a MPEICTAaBUTENM Ha TE3W WHCTUTYIMH, B KOWTO Ja ObJAT 3alo3HATH C

OCHOBHHUTC IIBTCIIMCHU W H3BOJAU H 3aKIKOUYCHHUA OT AUCCPTallUdATa C HAACKIaA TOW Oga UM



MOMOTHE MpH paboTaTa WM IO KOHCTPYHPAHETO HA MyOJM4YHUS O00pa3 Ha CTpaHaTa B
paboTaTa uMm.

8. 3akuiouenue

JucepraimoHHUAT TpyA, npeAactaBeH oT Mas boilueBa HOcH penuila HECbMHEHU
MPUHOCHA MOMCHTH M € OoraT M3TOYHUK HA I[IEHHA W TPYAHO JIOCThIIHA WHMOpPMAIHS,
chOpaHa W aHaTU3WpaHa BHHUMATEIIHO W JCTAalIHO. 3a0eNeXWTEeTHO € HUBOTO Ha
MOCTUTHATaTa JbJIOOYMHA Ha KadecTBeHOTO wu3cieaBane! W3paszsBam craHOBUIE Ha

aucepTaHT boliueBa fa ce mpuchau 0Opa3oBaTeHaTa U Hay4Ha CTEIEH ,,JOKTOp®.

10 ¢eBpyapu 2025 . IMogmuc: ......oovviiiiiinin.
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OPINION

By: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Evelina Antonova Christova
Media and Communication Department, New Bulgarian University

Public Communications and Information Sciences

Regarding: dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree

"Doctor" in Public Communications and Information Sciences at the UNWE

Author of the dissertation: Maya Gergova Boycheva
Topic of the dissertation: Discursive construction of the image of Bulgaria in English-

language travelogues (1900-2017)

Basis for presenting the opinion: participation in the scientific jury for the defence of
the dissertation in accordance with Order No. 190/January 24, 2025 of the Rector of the
UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The dissertation candidate studied under the doctoral program at the Department of
Media and Public Communications / Faculty of Economics and Infrastructure of the UNWE
in Public Communications and Information Sciences according to the Order of the Vice-
Rector for Research and Development of the UNWE. The training was carried out in an
independent form in the program "Organization and Management Outside the Sphere of
Material Production (Media and Communications).

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The presented dissertation work on the topic "Discourse construction of the image of
Bulgaria in English-language travelogues (1900-2017)" has a volume of 241 standard pages
and is structured in an introduction, three main chapters and a conclusion. The scientific
contributions and a list of the author's publications on the topic are presented, as well as a list
of tables and graphs. A Bibliography is presented separately. The volume and structure of the

work are classic and meet the scientific requirements for a dissertation work.



The topic chosen by the PhD candidate Boycheva is one of those topics that are
always relevant and always necessary for a society that strives for expanded self-knowledge.
Isn't it important what we were in the eyes of others, how they described and conveyed it to
their compatriots and how this image has been superimposed over time on the image of the
state? It is important! It is so important that it is surprising that no other scientist has tackled
this issue so far, and | think that our scientific community should thank Maya Boycheva for
deciding and doing it. I will allow myself to draw a parallel with a study by Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Elena Tarasheva from the Department of English Studies of the New Bulgarian University on
the way the BBC covered the Bulgarian topic in the first 7 years after the country's entry into
the EU ("The Image of a Country Created by the International Media. The Case of
Bulgaria™). The conclusions from which would be very interesting for a doctoral student
Boycheva. | recommend this scientific acquaintance, sensing an opportunity for interesting
future joint research.

The main goal of the study, stated by doctoral student Boycheva, is “to prove that
travelogues are part of the flow of discursive reproduction of the image of Bulgaria
internationally”, which goal was fulfilled in the course of the work.

The dissertation successfully fulfils the three tasks set — to present the image of
Bulgaria in English-language travelogues; to place it in a broader political, geopolitical,
economic, social, cultural, etc. context and to conduct a study of the linguistic strategies for
the realization of the travelogue genre and specifically for the formation of the image of
Bulgaria.

The object of the study is clearly defined - the image of Bulgaria in English-language
travelogues in the period between 1900 and 2017. As a supplement and to place the object in
context, a partial review of journalistic publications has been made.

The exact subject is “the textual and linguistic mechanisms applied in the
construction of the image and identity of Bulgaria and Bulgarian in English-language
travelogues.”

The main problem is defined as the insufficient research into the questions of what
image Bulgaria is identified with in English-language travelogues and in what way, with
what means this image is constructed and what effects it achieves.

The study assumes three hypotheses:



1. “the image of Bulgaria in English-language travelogues is consistently constructed
through the linguistic mechanisms of indicating difference and similarity in alternating
representative strategies of denigration, essentialization, inclusion, romanticization,
exoticization, politicization, highlighting civilizational otherness, etc.

2. “the changing representative paradigm is dependent on the transformations in the
author’s native environment and on the changing identity of the writing subject. In travelogue
production, a transition in the author’s self-identification from an imperial subject through a
modern subject seeking the exotic to a sceptical postmodern subject is traceable.”

3. “the travelogue discourse replicates images of space, established in global socio-
political practice, thereby reconstituting the concepts of traditional geopolitics at the level
closest to citizens and contributing to setting a framework for observing world order.”

| positively note the identified and described limitations of the study. They achieve a
more precise focus when reading the obtained data, results and their analysis.

| also consider the clarification that the study does not take into account travelogues
about Bulgaria, published by Bulgarian authors and building the image of Bulgaria through
the prism of the Bulgarian self-perception, to be extremely important, because such
travelogues, even if they are eventually published in English, go beyond the set goals and
objectives.

The scientific literature used is appropriately selected and includes both contemporary
sources and current scientific works from the past, which are relevant to the research being
conducted and the set research goals. The sources in Bulgarian are 18, and the sources in
English are 173. 4 Internet sources are listed separately.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

| consider the methodology used for qualitative analysis to be appropriate. The
specific topic, which requires searching, describing and analysing publishing houses in
context and examining source materials, turns the second and third chapters into an author's
study. In this way, the results obtained are spread over 2/3 of the presented work. The goals
and objectives of the work are fulfilled.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

| assess the theoretical and applied scientific contributions as adequately assessed and

presented in the dissertation work.



For incomprehensible reasons, doctoral student Boycheva did not mention Figure 9.
“Place of travel writing in the cycle of shaping external public opinion” on page 231 and
Figure 10. “Cycle of transformation of travel writing discourse for Bulgaria” on page 235.
These visualizations and the textual explanations to them are distinctive contributing
moments, key to understanding the discourse not only in terms of media and linguistic
understanding, but also of sociological, cultural and philosophical.

5. Evaluation of publications on the dissertation

List of the author's publications on the topic of the dissertation

Doctoral student Maya Boycheva presents four scientific articles on the topic,
published in established scientific journals in Bulgaria. One of them is in English, and three -
in Bulgarian. The publications are in the period of work on the dissertation work and on the
topic.

1. Boycheva, M. (2019). Bulgaria in passing: the old and the new Bulgaria in the
travelogues of Patrick Lee Furmore and Nick Hunt. Scientific works of the UNWE, (4), 173-
188. https://unwe-research-papers.org/bg/journalissues/article/10133

2. Boycheva, M. (2023) “The English-language travelogue of Bulgaria at the dawn of
the 20th century: creator of images and mediator of identities” in “Professional Education”
25/2023 Ne4, 327-338. National Publishing House for Education and Science “Az-books”.

3. Boycheva, M. (2023) “The textualized Bulgarian reality in American travelogues
from the 1980s and 1990s of the 20th century. Media and Public Communications, 2023,
issue 54. https://media-journal.info/?p=item&aid=459

4. Boycheva, M. (2023). Potentialities of Using Travelogues as a Resource in the ESP
Classroom. Yearbook of UNWE, (2), 145-154.
https://www.unwe.bg/doi/yearbook/2023.2/YB.2023.2.10.pdf

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract is appropriately composed and presented.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions

| would like to make a few critical remarks regarding the description of the
methodology of the research conducted.

First of all, the work would benefit from presenting a list or tabular representation of
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the analysed travelogues with their main distinguishing characteristics. It would also be good
to note whether these are all travelogues known to history or were they selected according to
the criteria of the doctoral student and on what principle was the selection made?

Regarding the conclusion on p. 123 “It should be borne in mind that the decreasing
presence of Bulgaria as a topic in newspapers since the late 1930s is also due to the fact that
new media appeared — radio and later television. But the proposed quantitative comparison
still makes it possible to conclude that the degree of presence of the topic "Bulgaria™ in
English and American print media is similar. 1 would like to add that the decreasing number
of publications, especially from the 1940s onwards, could also be due to the fact that the
country has fallen out of the scope of interest of the press in England and the USA, which
could also emphasize its departure from belonging to the respective civilizational axis.

| recommend that after some revision, which would make it easier for a non-
specialized audience to perceive, the dissertation be published for the general Bulgarian
public. The work is very thorough, extremely multi-layered and most importantly -
consciously emphasizing the role of travel writing in the formation and implementation of
the geopolitical plans of countries with purposeful long-term planning of their international
policy.

| also recommend that the revised work be sent specifically to the Bulgarian Cultural
Institutes, as well as to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as to the ABUCH network
(Association of Bulgarian Schools Abroad), and to consider holding seminars for
representatives of these institutions, in which they would be introduced to the main
travelogues and conclusions and conclusions from the dissertation in the hope that it would
help them in their work on constructing the public image of the country in their work.

8. Conclusion

The dissertation presented by Maya Boycheva brings a number of undoubted
contributions and is a rich source of valuable and difficult-to-access information, collected
and analyzed carefully and in detail. The level of depth achieved in the qualitative research is
remarkable! | express my opinion that the dissertation candidate Boycheva be awarded the

educational and scientific degree of "doctor".

February 10, 2025 Signature: ...............oeeiennn..
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Sofia

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Evelina Christova
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