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1. Kpatku 6uorpaduuHmn gaHHu

KanamaaTtbT 3a AOKTOPCKa cTeneH, r-H JliocneH MeTtepc, ma rpaxkaaHcTeo Ha Jllokcembypr 1 e 3aeman
NPecTUKHM PaboTHM MO3ULMM KAaTO eKCNepT, CbBETHUK M MEHUOKDbP Ha BUCOKO paBHUWE B
MeXayHapogHuTe opraHmnsauun: Eeponeiicku napnameHT (EC) un EBponeiicka komucus (EC), CeBeToBHa
3apaBHa opraHu3aumsa (C30), CeetoBHa 6aHKa, EBponelicka WHBeCTUUMOHHA 6aHKka (EUB),
MexayHapoaeH BanyteH ¢oHa (MB®), MuHucTepctBoTo Ha ¢duHaHcuTe B Jllokcembypr n Banque
Générale du Luxembourg. KaHampateT e 3aBbpwmn YHusepcuteTa [KopaX MeicoH, CALL B
Bakanasbpcka nporpama no CatenuTHW npefasaHna u YHusepcuteT Ek3eTbp, BenukobputaHusa c
MarmcTbpcka ctenH B obsactta Ha ¢uHaHcuTe. KaHAMAATBLT € 3anMcaH B AOKTOPCKa nporpama Ha
aHrAnicKkm esmnk B YHCC.

2. Heobxoammu AOKYMeHTM 3a Ny6aAMYHATA 3aliuMTa U O6LM XapaKTEPUCTUKU HA AOKTOpCKaTa
aucepTtauus

KaHamaaTbT npeactaBs HaaNeKHO HeobxoAMMUTE [OKYMEHTW: aucepTauus, astopedepaT, Tpu
nybamkaumm, nybankysanun B: YHCC Research Papers, 3/2021; Newmedia 21 (Meduume Ha 21 gek:
OHnaliH u3daHue 3a U3CAe08aHUSA, AHAAU3U, Kpumuka), 2-pu toHu 2021 r.; [llpobraemu Ha
nocmmooepHusma, 11(2), 2021 n npodecmoHanHa buorpadus. AstopedepaTsbT U TpUTe NybAMKALMM
npeacTaBAT OCHOBHUTE aBTOPOBU MPUHOCKM OTHOCHO TEOPETMUYHMA acneKkT Ha TemaTa 3a MIAOEeMKKUs
COUMANeH KanwuTaJ, KaKTO M OCHOBHWUTE EeMMUPUYHWU pPes3ynTaTu, MNpPou3TUYaLM OT NpPOoBeAeHOTO
JIOHTUTYANHA/IHO aHTPOMONOIMYHO MU3CeaBaHe.

dvcepTaumata ce CbCTOM OT YETUPMU NaBM — MbPBUTE ABE TEOPETUYHU U METOAONOTMYHU TNABU U
cnejpalimte ABe [/1aBU C pe3yntatM M HabaogeHua OT NpPoBeAeHO aHTPOMONOrMYHO M3c/nepnBaHe.
BkitovyeHa e M yBOAHA W 3aKNOUYMTENIHA YacT 3aefHO C MPUIOXKEHWMETO, B KOETO Ca MNpeacTaBeHu
npoduanTe Ha y4yacTHMUMTE U 3anucuTe Ha HabatoaeHne. OcBeH TOBa e NPUIOXKEH CNUCHK ¢ 21 durypm
n 3 Tabanuum. Lect oT durypuTe npeactaBaT OCHOBHUTE MAeN Ha aBTopa 3a popmupaHe Ha coumanHUs
KanuTan, CBbp3aHM C O4YepTaBaHE Ha KPbroBe, rpa*KAaHCKa aHra*KMPaHOCT M METOA0N0MMYHATa PaMKa
KaTo usano. CnUcbKbT Cc inTepaTypa BKAoYBA 120 TEOPETUYHU U eMNUPUUYHO 6asnpaHn M3TOUHMLMN.
O6wmaT obem Ha gucepTtaumaTa e 153 cTpaHumum.



3. OueHKa Ha OCHOBHMTE pe3ynTaTM M Ha U3C/Ief0BaTeNICKUTE NPUHOCU B AOKTOPCKAaTa
auceptauma.

OCHOBHUTE MOHATMA B TeopeTMyHaTa pPamKka Ha aucepTauuaTta — '"coumaneH kanutan', "posepue”,
"cemencteo" u "coumanHo npoctpaHcTBo" ca nogpobHo onucaHu B Mbpsa rnasa. ABTOPDBT AUCKYTUPA
OCHOBHUTE acneKTu Ha "coumanHua Kanutan" B npousseaeHuaATa Ha bypguiio, Konman, MbTHam, SleTkuy,
YY/IKOK, U [pyrn Kato npuema TPUMMIMEPHUSA MOZEN Ha couuanHua KanuTtan Ha Woolcock (1998).
MNocneAHUAT BKAKOYBA acMeEKTUTE Ha CBbP3BaHE, Cb3JaBaHe Ha MOCTOBE W Ha BPBb3KWU M ce npuema oT
aBTopa KaTo NO-pesieBaHTEH KOHLUENT 3a TecTBaHe B €MMNUPMYHOTO My u3cneaBaHe. Hamupam 3a
MHTPUIYBaLLO aBTOPOBOTO NoHATMe "coumnanHu cunosn” n gobaseHata My CTOMHOCT 3a pa3bupaHeTo Ha
BPB3KUTE MeXAY Pas/IMYHUTE KPbroBE Ha COLMANHUTE MPEXM M TAXHATa 3HAYMMOCT 3a y4acCTUETO Ha
MAaANTe Xopa B rParKAaHCKNA KUBOT.

ABTOPBT AEMOHCTpMpa M A06po no3HaBaHe Ha /MTepaTypaTa 3a COUMasHMA KanuTan B Gbarapckua
KOHTEKCT, KaTo NMoco4YBa MHOMECTBO NpenpaTKku B Leans TEeKCT Ha ancepTaumata (Pakaaskuiicka, 2008;
Mwuxalinosa, 2004; Kaned, 2004, PoT, 2007). Tol ANCKYTUPA BbPXY HAKOWU cNeunduIHn nscieaBaHuns 3a
6barapckata mnagex (AgHaHec, Xpucrtosa, KabansaHos, Kabakumesa, KaHed, Kosauea, Mutes, Kpuiia,
lfogsee v ap.). Taka KaHANOATLT ONpaBAaBa B AOCTaTbyHa CTeNeH HeobXoAMMOCTTa OT AOMbJAHUTENHO
3HaHME NO OTHOLWEHWEe HA KOHKpeTHaTa M3C/aenoBaTesICKa Tema, T.e. TPAXKAAHCKOTO y4yacTue Ha
OHELWHUTE MNageXu, OeTEePMUHUPAHO OT TEXHMA coumaneH Kanutan. OcBeH TOBa aBTOPBLT Mpasu
KpPaTKo NpeAcTaBAHe Ha 6bArapCcKoTo CEMENCTBO C aKLEHT BbPXy BUCOKOTO HMBO Ha A0OBEpPUE M B3aMMHA
nomoll, Mexay YyneHoseTe, ocobeHo npes nepuoaa Ha coumanusma (Cmonet, 1989 r.) 3a pasnunka ot
HMCKOTO HMBO Ha AOBepMe B COLMANHUTE UHCTUTYLMMU B NOCTCOLIMANUCTUYEcKo Bpeme (dykyama, 1995
r., Pot, 2007). Te3an KOHCMNEKTUBHWU PasMUCAM 33 COLMASIUCTMYECKOTO MWHANO AaBaT OCHOBaTa 3a
TecTBaHe Ha egHa OT OCHOBHUTE M3C/AeAO0BaTe/ICKM XMMOTe3M 33 TOBAa Aa/IM B AHEWHO Bpeme
rpaXKAaHCKaTa QHFa’KMPAHOCT Ha MJIAAUTE XOpa BCE OlLe € MOB/MAHA OT Pa3KasuTe 3a KOMyHM3Ma B
cemelictBoTo (cTp.9-10).

Mo oTHOWeHWe Ha uU3cneaoBaTe/ickaTa MeToA40/10MMsA aBTOPbT M3N0/3Ba JIOHMUTYAMHANHO eTHOrpadCKo
HabnogeHne Ha 15 cTyaeHTM M Bb3nuTaHuumn ot YHCC n Coduitckna yHusepcutet. HabnoaeHueto
NPOAb/AXKaBa 3a nNepuos oT 7 roAMHU M e A0MbJIHEHO C NOAYCTPYKTYPMUpPaHM UHTEpPBIoTa U cbbupaHe Ha
KUTENCKM UCTOPUKN Ha MHPopmaTopuTe. lMpoyysaHaTa rpyna obxBala MAaAeXn oT Taka HapeyeHoTo
nokoneHve Ha MwuneHunanute, pogeHo cneg 1980 r., U HAKOM NpeacTaBUTENM Ha NocneaBawoTto Z
nokoneHue. OcBeH TOBa aBTOPBLT M3M0/I3Ba MEHTA/NHO KapTorpadupaHe KaTo MeToA 3a npoc/iedsBaHe
Ha CbCTaBa Ha CTyAeHTCKaTa rpyna, CbbupaHuATa, ABMXKEHMATA, BM3yanHaTa MAeHTUPMKauma Ha
ny6MYHUTE Crpagy U MecTa M y4acTMETO Ha CTYAEHTUTE B rpaxKkgaHCKuTe cbbuTus.

Hamupam 3a cuieH acnekT Ha U3cneABaHeTo AeTalnns3npaHmua HaunH Ha NpeacTaBaHe OT KaHAMAaTa Ha
Ba)KHW KOMMOHEHTM HA [AM3aliHa Ha W3C/Ne[BaHETO: PasBUTMETO Ha HabAlOAEeHMEeTO BbB BPEMETO,
MOTUBaLMATA 33 U3C/eABaHETO, HauMHa Ha AOCTbM 40 y4acTHMLMTE, MecTaTa 3a Pa3roBop, HaYMHUTE Ha
BoAeHe Ha 6enexKu, 3anncu, eTMYHUTe U3MepeHua M Ap. Hammpam M KaTo MHOro moKasaTeneH u
WHPOPMATMBEH aHAIMTUYEH MHCTPYMEHT METOAa 3a M3yYaBaHe HAa e3MKa Ha y4acTHUUMUTE Mo Bpeme Ha
pa3roBOpMUTE MM, KaKTO M NPeacTaBAHETO UM B COLMANHUTE MPEKU. AHAAN3BT HA EMOLLMOHANHUA CTaTyC
Ha MHpOpMaTOpUTE U NpeacTaBeHaTa TaKCOHOMMA Ha Kateropuu (dwur.9, cTp.53) paskpuBa noapobHa
KapTWMHA Ha HarnacuTe, NOBeAEHUATA U YOeXKAEHUATA Ha MIAANTE XOPa KbM 06LLECTBEHM U FPaXKAAHCKM



AeHocTM KaTto npeobnagasar 4yysBcTBaTa Ha 6Gespasnuuve, Hedosepue U oTdyKaeHue. Mucns, ue
€MOLMOHaNHOTO HanpaB/ieHMe Ha aHa/nuM3a Ha aBTopa onpedefneHo MMa gobasBeHa CTOMHOCT KbM
npoBeAeHOTO 3a4b/1I60YEHO eEMNUPUYHO U3CeaBaHe.

[pyrn Haxo4KW, KOMTO BMCOKO OLEHABAM B AMcepTaumsaTa, ca 3agbnboyeHUTe NPO3peHna Ha aBTopa
BbPXY TaKa HapedeHaTa "wypobagxKaHalwmHa" 1 "3emnayectso” KaTo cneunduUUHN CoLMaNHN MPENKMH,
ype3 KOWUTO Ce Cb3[aBaT B/MATENHM U OOBEPUTENIHM BPB3KM M B3aMMOOTHOLWIEHUA B ObArapckoTo
obuwecTBo. KakTo nocoysa aBTOP®T, TE3U AYMWU/NOHATUA TPYAHO MOraT Aa ce NpeBeAaT Ha aHI/IMIACKK
€3MK, 3aWoTo GUKCUPAT BMA, B3aMMO3aBMCMMOCT M B3aMMHOCT, KOMTO ca 6/M3KM A0 Henotusma. OT
Apyra cTpaHa, aBTOPbT NPABWUIHO CNIOMEeHaBa cneundurKaTa U Ha ABeTe ABJIEHMUA, 33 KOUTO TOM Ka3Ba, ve
Te BKAOYBAT "XMOPUOHW eNemeHTM MeXAYy KOMMOHEeHTa Ha CBbpP3BaHE M KOMMOHEHTa Ha
MOCTOCb3JaBaHe B CTPYKTypaTa Ha coumanHua Kanutan B bbarapua" (ctp.80-81).

[pyra WHTepecHa HaxoAKa, NPOM3TMYaWA OT eTHorpapcKoTo HabnwogeHwe, e uaesTa 3a T.Hap.
dnekcmbunen kanutan (Flex capital) KaTo 4eTBbPTU KOMNOHEHT Ha CTPYKTypaTa Ha COUMaNHUA Kanutan
(dur. 2, ctp.41). Cnopen onpeaeneHWeTo Ha asTopa, ToW e "rbBKaBo, cneunduYHO 3a ULenTa
PEKOMMO3NpaHe Ha KPbroBeTe, CBbP3aHM C MOCTOCHb34aBalluusa KOMMOHEHT [Ha couuanHusa Kanutan]"
(cTp.99). Mo-noapobHa CTPyKTypa Ha penauuuTe mMexay Kpbrosete U ABUMKEHWATa BbTPe U HaBbH B
paMKUTE Ha MOCTOCb3AaBallMA KOMMOHEHT Ha CoUManHMA KanuTan ce npuema OT aBTopa KaTo
aHaNUTUYEH MHCTPYMEHT 3a No-406po pasbupaHe Ha coUMannsnpaLUTe NPaKTUKK Ha CTyaeHTUTe.

0606LaBalLmTe 3aK/IOUYEHNUA, HAMPABEHU BbPXY OCHOBATa HAa €MMUPUYHUTE JOKA3aTesICTBa, U3IexaaT
onpasgaHu M pobpe aprymeHTMpaHuW. ABTOPBLT MpPaBM 3aK/AHOYEHWS OTHOCHO HWUCKOTO HWMBO Ha
aHTaXKMPaAHOCT Ha MAAAUTE XOPa C FPaXKAAHCKM MHULMATMBM NOpPaam WMPOK CNEKTbP OT NpuumHm. Cpeg,
TAX TOW M3bpoABa /IMNcaTa Ha NAEPCTBO, HUCKOTO HMBO HA AOBEpPWE Ha CTYAEHTUTE B AbpKaBHUTE U
CoUMaNHUTE WHCTUTYLMM, BKAOUYMTENHO cekTopa Ha HIMO, 3aTBopeHMa M cTabuneH CBbP3BaLy,
KOMMOHEHT Ha COLUMaNHMA Kanutan (CeEMenCcTBOTO), U NO-MasiKo CTabUAHNA MOCTOCH34aBall, KOMMNOHEHT
Ha coumanHusa Kanutan. CemenHUAT NPOU3Xoa KaTo NPeANKTOP Ha CTyAEHTCKaTa rparkaaHCcKa akTUBHOCT
ce A0Ka3Ba OT HabAAeHMETO Ha aBTOPA, Ye CTYAEHTUTE, YNUTO POAMTENN Ca NO-aKTUBHM B HACTOALLUTE
rpaX4aHCKU U NONTUYECKN CbOUTUA, NPOABABAT MNO-TONAM UHTEPEC KbM rPakaAaHCKUA KUBOT. ABTOPBT
onpeaens rpaKAaHcKMa akTMBM3bM Ha CTYAEHTUTE KaTo CNOopaguyHO y4vyacTue B Y/IMYHU MPOTeCcTU U
yyactme tin "cnpu-u-ebpeu”, 6e€3 NpPoAbANKUTENHOCT BbB BPEMETO W TpaliHa MOTMBMPAHOCT Ha
y4yacTueTo. Tol CbLLO TaKa 3aK/104aBa, Ye y4aCTHULMTE MOKA3BaT OrpaHMYeHo pasbupaHe Ha NOHATMETO
3a "obuo 6n1aro" 1 He ca MOTMBMPAHK Aa yyacTBaT B Kay3u Ha HMO-Ta (cTp.90).

CbKansBam Aa NnpvsHas, Ye IMYHUTE MU HabnoaeHUA BbPXy BbrapckuTe CTyAeHT B Ka4eCTBOTO MU Ha
YHUBEPCUTETCKM NpenogaBaTten 3a nocnefHute 15 roguMHW HanmbAHO CbBMAZAT ¢ HabaoaeHWATa U
3aK/II0YEHMATa Ha aBTOPa OTHOCHO OTHYXKA3BaHETO Ha MJIAAENKUTE OT MOJIUTUYECKUSA KUBOT U iMNcaTa
Ha MOTMBaUMA Aa 6bAAT aKTUBHU rpaxKaaHu.

4. KpuTU4YHM KOMeHTapu

MocneaHo, we ob6bpHa BHUMAHME Ha HAKOWM HeAoCTaTbyHO A06pe GpopMy/nMpaHuM Te3u B AOKTOPCKaTa
AvcepTaums. Mbpeo, N0 OTHOLWEHME Ha AnTepaTypaTa n pedepeHUMUTe Ha 6bATaPCKM €3MK No TemaTa 3a
[OBEPUETO KaTo "MEeXAYyCeKTOPHO M3MepeHMe Ha couManHua Kanutan' 6ux morna ga npenopbyam



HAKOW [OMbJAHUTENHM YeTUBa KaTo KHurata Ha A. Jlynesa (2021) Kynamypa Ha (He)0osepuemo.
AHmpononozauyHu nepcriekmusu. C. TyteHbepr; H. Tunkmaxues (Pen). (2010) BaazocvbcmosHue u
dosepue. bwvneapua 8 Espona, CpasHumesnHu aHanusu 2006/2009. C. WU3ToKk-3anag v AaHHUTE M
aHanunsuTe oT EBpoNencKoTo coumManHo uscaenBaHe - PasinyHu Bb/HMU.

BTopo, aBTOPBHT ce N030BaBa Ha 5 KOMMNOHEHTHATa CXeMa Ha rpakiaHCcKa aHraxupaHoct (Letki, 2003 r.),
KOATO BKAlOYBA: pa3bupaHe WM nNpuvemaHe Ha KoHuenumaTa 3a 'O6buwoTto 6naro", pasbupaHe u
naeHTMbMumMpaHe C KaysuTe, MPOMOTMPaAHM B [pPaKAAHCKOTO 06wWecTBo, Bb3NPUATUSA 3a
6e3npucTpacTHoCcT U epeKTUBHOCT Ha HIMO-TaTa, NPO3pPaYHOCT Ha HEMPABUTE/ICTBEHUTE OpraHM3aumm m
NOANTUYECKU NAPTUIMHU AEWHOCTM U AOCTLMHOCT HAa rpakAaHCcKuTe opraHusaumm (ctp. 67). Bbnpeku
¢daKTa, ye TasM cxema obxBalla OCHOBHUTE GOPMM Ha rpaxkAaHCKa AeNHOCT, CbLecTBYBaT HAKOMU
AOMbAHUTENIHN W NO-Pa3NPOCTPAaHEHN BUAOBE aKTMBHOCTU KaTo AapeHua, ydyactme B 61aroTBOPUTENHMU
KaMnaHuM M B Ny6AMYHM OBCBHXKAAHMA, NOANUCBAHE Ha MNETUMLUW, KAaKTO W ydacTMe B Npouecn Ha
KOHCYATaLLMM, KOUTO aKTUBHOCTU He ce pasrnexgat. B To3nm cmucbn 6ux npenopbyana rnaBaTa OTHOCHO
rpa)kgaHCKaTa akTMBHOCT C aHanu3M Ha cektopa Ha HMNO pa 6bae AopasBuTa OT F/ieAHA TOYKa Ha
KanayuTteta Ha HMNO no oTHoweHWe Ha GMHAHCOBUTE, YOBELUKMUTE U EKCMEPTHUTE Pecypcu 3a aKTUBHO
yyactme B OOLLECTBEHW KOHCYATaUUM M NpUM B3E€MaHETO Ha MOJIMTUYECKM pPeLlleHMa KaKTo Ha
HAaUMOHANHO, Taka WM HA MeCTHO pPaBHULWLE, BKAOYUTENHO M TemaTa 3a pPasBUTUETO Ha
nponpasuTencTeeHn opueHtTmpaHute HMO-Ta. bux npenopbyan u noseve nNpenpaTtkM Kbm AaHHWU OT
aHKeTM 3a obLLEeCTBEHOTO MHEHME W HALMOHAIHU NPOY4YBaHMA, KOMTO NPeaoCTaBAT NpeacTaBuTeNHA
nHbopmauusa 3a pasnMYHM BMAOBE rparkAaHCKa AEWHOCT Ha OBMKHOBEHMUTE XOpa, KaKTO M OTHOCHO
Yy4acTMEeTO Ha Xopa B A0OPOBOYECKA AENHOCT 3@ PA3/IMYHUN COLMANHM Kay3Hu.

TpeTo, BbNPEKN OCHOBHUA aKLEHT Ha aBTOPa BbPXy CEMENCTBOTO B COLMANN3UPAHETO Ha MAaguUTe Xopa,
YUYMAULLETO CbLWO urpae GOPMATMBHA POAA B XKMBOTA Ha y4YeHUUMTE, KAaTO M3rpaskaa rparkAaHCKo
obpasoBaHMe M rpaxkgaHcKa rpaMOTHOCT 3a MAaAuTe NOKoJsieHWA. To3u acnekT e nponycHaT npu
aHanu3a.

NocnegHo, Hammpam ,G,Ed)MLI,MT B aHTPONONOrMYHMNA aHaA/IN3, CBBbP3aH C JZIMMNCa Ha NPEnpPaTtkn KbM
noNTUYECKaTa CUTyallMA B CTPaHATa nNpe3 roguHnTe Ha Ha6ﬂIO,D,EHMFITa Ha aBTOpa. TyK Mmam npensua
rNaBHO Bb3X04a Ha HAUMOHANTUCTUYHUTE U KpaﬁHO OEeCHU KOHCepBaTUBHU ABUXEHUA U NapTUN OT eAHa
CTpaHa, U TeHAEHUUNTE Ha yBe/ZIM4aBaHe Ha EBPOCKENTULUN3MA OT ApPYyra CTPaHa KaTo 4acCT OT COLMaIHO-
noNTUYHECKaTa AMHaMUKa B CTPaHaTa.

3AK/NIIOMEHUE: [Ouceptaumata ,CoumaneH KanuTaa, COLMANHO MNPOCTPAHCTBO U TPaXKOAHCKU
XMBOT Ha cTyaeHTMTE B CoPuAa“ e MHOBATMBHO Mpoy4YBaHE Ha COLMANHUA KanuTaa Ha MNAAEXuUTe B
bbarapua. U3cnepBaHeTo € OpUrMHaAHO B NPOU3BOACTBOTO Ha HOBA CMCTEMA OT 3HAHWA 33 HAr/lacuTe u
noBeAeHMETO Ha MJIaAMTe XOpa MO OTHOLWIEHME Ha TPaXKAAHCKUA KMBOT B CbBpemeHHa bbarapus.
YBepeHo uWe rnacyBam 3a NpPUCbXKAAHETO Ha obpasoBaTenHaTa M HayyHa cteneH "[oktop" B
npodecnoHanHo HanpasneHune "CoLMONOrNA, aHTPOMOIOTMA U KYNTYPHU M3cneaBaHua" Ha r-H JllocueH
MNeTepc.

Bypracku CBoboaeH YHuBepcuteT, byprac, Bbarapus Mpod.a-p TataHa KoueBsa

23.05.2022r. YneH Ha HayyHoTo Kypu



STATEMENT

For the Doctoral Dissertation for acquiring the educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” in
the scientific specialty “Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Studies”

Title: “STUDENTS’ SOCIAL CAPITAL, SOCIAL SPACE, AND CIVIC LIFE IN SOFIA”
Candidate: Mr. Lucien PETERS

Academic advisor: Assoc. Prof. Katia Mihailova, PhD

Faculty of General Economics, Dept of Economic Sociology,

The University of National and World Economy

1. Short biographical data.

The Ph.D. candidate, Mr. Lucien Peters, has the citizenship of Luxemburg and has held
prestigious working positions as an expert, advisor and high-level manager at the international
organizations like the European Parliament (EU) and the European Commission (EU), World
Health Organization (WHO), The World Bank, European Investment Bank (EIB), International
Monetary Fund (IMF), Ministry of Finance in Luxemburg and Banque Générale du
Luxembourg. The candidate has graduated from George Mason University, US in Satellite
broadcasting with B.A. and from Exeter University, UK with MA in Finance. The candidate has
been enrolled in a doctoral program in English at the UNWE.

2. The required documents for the public defense and general characteristics of the
Ph.D. dissertation

The candidate presented the duly required documents: the dissertation, the author’s abstract, the
three publications published in UNWE Research Papers, 3/2021, Newmedia 21 (Meouume na 21
sex: OHaatin uzoanue 3a uscieosanus, anaiusu, kpumuxa), 2nd June 2021, and Postmodernism
Problems, 11(2), 2021 along with his CV. The author’s abstract and the three publications have
covered the main author’s contributions concerning the theoretical aspect of the topic of youth
social capital as well as the main empirical findings stemming from his long-term
anthropological study.

The dissertation consists of four chapters — the first two theoretical and methodological chapters
and the next two chapters with research results and observations from the field survey. There is
an introductory and concluding part along with the Annex with informants’ profiles and
observation records. Additionally, a list of 21 figures and 3 tables has been attached. Six of the
figures present the main author’s ideas of social capital formation related to circles, civil



engagement and the methodological framework in general. The reference list includes 120
theoretical and empirical-based sources. The total volume of the dissertation is 153 pages.

3. Evaluation of the main findings of the Ph.D. thesis and the author’s research
contributions.

The main concepts of the thesis’ theoretical framework — ‘social capital’, ‘trust’, ‘family’ and
‘social space’ are thoroughly described in Chapter One. The author elaborates on the main
aspects of “social capital” in the works of Bourdieu, Coleman, Putnam, Letki, Woolcock, and
others and finally accepts the three-dimensional Woolcock’s (1998) model of social capital,
including bonding, bridging and linking aspect as more relevant for testing in his empirical
study. | find intriguing the newly invented concept of ‘social silos” and its added value to
understanding the links between different circles of social networking and their relevance to the
young adults’ involvement in civic life. The author also demonstrates a good knowledge of the
literature on social capital in the Bulgarian context by indicating numerous references throughout
the whole text of the thesis (Rakadjiska, 2008; Mihaylova, 2004; Kaneff, 2004, Roth, 2007) and
he elaborates on some particular research on Bulgarian youth (Adnanes, Hristova, Kabaivanov,
Kabakchieva, Kaneff, Kovacheva, Mitev, Creed, Ghodsee, etc.). Thus, the candidate sufficiently
justifies a need to provide academic knowledge on his specific research topic, i.e. today’s
youngsters’ civic involvement as determined by their social capital. Further, the author provides
a brief sketch of the Bulgarian family with a focus on the high level of trust and mutual
assistance between members, esp. during the period of socialism (Smollett, 1989) in contrast to
the low level of trust in social institutions during post-socialist times (Fukuyama, 1995; Roth,
2007). These concise reflections on the socialist past have provided a basis for testing one of the
main research hypotheses of whether nowadays the young adults’ engagement with civic life is
still influenced by family narratives about communism (pp.9-10).

In regard to the research methodology, the author uses long-term ethnographic observation of 15
students and graduates from the UNWE and Sofia University. The observation lasted for a period
of 7 years and was complemented by semi-structured interviews and collecting life histories of
the informants. The studied group comprises young people of the so-called Millennial
generation, born after 1980, and some members of the subsequent Z Generation. Additionally,
the author used mental mapping as a method to track student group composition, gatherings,
movements, visual identification of civic buildings and places and students’ participation in the
civic events.

| find as a strong aspect of the research the candidate’s way of depiction in sufficient detail
important components of the study design: timeliness, the origin of the project, way of
approaching informants, places of conversation, ways of taking notes, records, ethical
dimensions, etc.

| also find as a very indicative and informative analytical tool the method of studying the
language of the informants during their talks as well as their social media performance. The



analysis of the informants’ emotional status and provided taxonomy categories (Fig.9, p.53)
reveal a detailed picture of the youngsters’ attitudes, behaviors, and beliefs toward public and
civic activities with predominant feelings of indifference, mistrust, and alienation. | think, the
emotional strand of the author’s analysis definitely has an added value to the deep-insight empirical
study conducted.

Other findings I highly appreciate in the thesis are the author’s deep insights on the so-called
“shurobadzhanashtina” and “zemliachestvo” as types of social networking and creating
influential and trustful connections and relationships in the Bulgarian society. As the author
points out, these words/concepts are hard to translate into English because they fix a type of
inter-dependence and mutuality that are close to nepotism. On the other hand, the author
correctly mentions the specificity of both phenomena saying that they comprise “hybrid elements
between bonding and bridging capital in Bulgaria” (pp.80-81).

Another interesting finding stemming from the ethnographic observation is the idea about the
Flex capital as the fourth component of the social capital structure (fig. 2, p.41). According to the
author’s definition, it is “a flexible, purpose-specific re-composing of bridging capital circles”
(p.99). A more detailed structure of inter-circles and movements in and out within the bridging
capital is recognized by the author as an analytical tool to better understand students’ socializing
practices.

The final conclusions drawn from the empirical evidence look justifiable and well-argued. The
author concludes about the low level of engagement of young people with civic life due to a
wide range of reasons. Among them, he lists a lack of group leadership, students’ low trust level
in state and social institutions, including the NGO sector, closed and stable bonding capital, and
less stable bridging capital. The family background as a predictor of student civic activity has
been proved by the author’s observation thus saying that students whose parents are more active
in current civic and political events have shown greater interest in civic life. The author defines
students’ civic activism as sporadic participation in street protests and stop-and-go involvement
without sustainability and long-lasting interest and motivation in civic life. He also concludes
that the informants showed limited understanding of the concept of “common good” and were
not motivated to be involved in NGOs’ causes (p.90).

I’m sorry to confess that my personal observations on Bulgarian students in the capacity of being
a university teacher for the last 15 years completely match the author’s observations and
conclusions about the youth’s alienation from the political life and lack of motivation to be
active citizens.

4. Critical comments

Last, | will pay attention to some not very well-defined points in the Ph.D. thesis.



First, in regard to the references in Bulgarian on the issue of trust as a “cross-cutting dimension
of the social capital” | could recommend some additional readings like A. Luleva’s book
(2021) ‘Culture of (dis)trust. Anthropological perspectives, S. Gutenberg; N. Tilkidjiev’s book
collection (Ed). (2010) Wellbeing and Trust. Bulgaria in Europe, Comparative Analyses
2006/20009. S. Iztok-Zapad and the data and analyses from the ESS- different waves.

Second, the author refers to the 5 component scheme of civic engagement (Letki, 2003) that
comprises understanding and accepting the concept of the “Common Good”, understanding and
identifying with the causes promoted in civil society, perceptions of NGO impartiality and
effectiveness, transparency of NGO and political party activities and accessibility of civic
organizations (p. 67). In spite of the fact that this scheme covers the main forms of civic activity,
there are some additional and more spread types of activities like donations, participation in
charity campaigns and in public discussion, signing petitions, and participation in consultation
processes that are not considered. In this vein, | would recommend the chapter on civic activity
with analyses of the NGO sector to be further developed from the perspectives of NGOs’
capacities in terms of financial, human, and expert resources for active involvement in public
consultations and in political decision-making both at a national and local level, including also a
topic of development of pro-government oriented NGOs ; | would also recommend more
references to data from public polls and national surveys that provide representative information
on different types of civic activity of ordinary people, as well as on the participation of people in
volunteering for different social causes.

Third, in spite of the author’s main focus on the family in young people’s socializing, the school
plays a formative role in students’ life by building up civic education and civic literacy for young
generations. This aspect has been missed in the analysis

Last, I find a deficit in the anthropological analysis related to a lack of references to the political
situation in the country during the years of the author’s observations. Here | mean mainly the rise
of the nationalistic and far-right conservative movements and parties on one hand, and trends of
increasing Euroscepticism on other hand as part of social-political dynamics in present-day
Bulgaria.



CONCLUSION: The dissertation “STUDENTS’ SOCIAL CAPITAL, SOCIAL SPACE, AND
CIVIC LIFE IN SOFIA” is an innovative study on the youth’s social capital in Bulgaria. The
research is original in producing a new body of knowledge on youth’s beliefs and behaviors in
regard to civic life in recent Bulgaria. I will confidently vote to award Mr Lucien Peters the
educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” in the scientific specialty “Sociology,
Anthropology and Cultural Studies”.

Burgas Free University, Burgas, Bulgaria Professor Tatyana Kotzeva, PhD
23th May 2022 Member of the Scientific Jury



