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OTHOCHO:  AMCEpPTalMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHXKIaHE Ha 00Opa3oBaTeIHa U HayYHa
CTEIEH s JAOKTOP® 10 Hayuna cneyuanrnocm B Y HCC.

ABTOp Ha TUCEPTALIMOHHHUS TPYI: Lucien Peters (JIycuen ITerspc)
Tema Ha THCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYI: ,.Students’ Social Capital, Social Space,
and Civic Life in Sofia“

OcHnoeanue 3a IPEACTABSHE HA CTAHOBUIIIETO: YYaCTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO
Kypu MO 3aluTa Ha JUCEPTAllMOHHUS Tpyd cbriacHo 3amoBen No
1034/15.04.2022 r. na Pexropa na YHCC.

1. Nndopmanus 3a q1ucepTanTa

JIoKkTOpaHTHT ce € o0ydaBall MO JOKTOpCKa IporpamMa KbM KaTeapa
,2koHomuyecka couuoiorus* Ha YHCC no npodecrnonanno Hanpasienue 3.1.
Cornmosiorusi, aHTPOMOJIOTHS W HAYKH 3a KyJTypara, Hay4dHa CIEIHATHOCT
,Comuogyorus®“. OOy4eHUEeTO € OCBIIECTBEHO B cBoOoaHa ¢dopma. Jlycuen
[Terbpc € MOJOXKWI HM3MUTHUTE, UMa HEOOXOJMMHTE KPEIUTH, MPEACTABHI €
TEKCT Ha JWCEpTaluATa, KOSITO € OO0ChlIeHa B KaTeApeHO 3acelaHue Ha
24.03.2022 r. (ITpotoxon Ne 284) u e B3ero penicHrue Ha DakyITETHHS CHBET
Ha O6monkonomuueckus akynrer (IIporokoa Ne 4/12.04.2022 r.).

2. O01ma xapakTepUCTHKA HA NMpeACTABEHUs] TUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/

Hucepranusita ce OTKpOsSBa C aKTYyaJIHOCT W 3HAYUMOCT, ThH KaTo ce
MPOYYBAT COLMATHUAT KalWTal Ha CTYJICHTHUTE, TEXHUST COIUAJICH >KUBOT U
anraxupaHoct. O0embT € 141 crpanunu. TekcTbT € pasneneH Ha 4 TIaBH.
CrpykTypaTa e Ki1acu4ecka v JIOTUYHA U € TOCTUTHAT OalaHC 10 OTHOIIIEHUE Ha
obema B oTaenHuTe TaBu. [IbpBaTa riaBa mpeacTaBs TeopeTUYHATa Oaza u
METOHOJIOTUATA OTHOCHO M3CJIEBAHE HAa COUMAaIHUA KanuTail B bearapus. B
Hes € HalpaBeH KPUTHUYEH 0030p Ha MPEIXOAHHU U3CIEIBaHUS; aKIIEHThT €



BBPXY KOMITOHEHTUTE U (HOPMHPAHETO Ha COIMAIIHUS KamuTal, reorpad)CKus
KanuTall, CeMEICTBOTO. BTopara riiaBa € mocBeTeHa Ha OYepTaBaHE TPAHULIUTE
Ha HAy4YHOTO MOJi€ U HAMHUpPAHE HA TMPECEUYHUTE UM TOUYKHU: COLMOJOTHUS U
KyJATypHa aHTpomnoJiorus. Tpera riaBa € o0ocobeHa Taka, 4ye B Hes ca
BKJIFOUEHH PE3yJTaTH OT M3CJEABAHE B XPOHOJOTHMYEH IUIAH, KATO aKIEHTHT €
cieq 1990 r. AHanmu3bT € peanu3upaH Ipe3 Npu3MaTa Ha YTBBPACHU
TEOPETUYHU W METOJAMYECKH KOHCTPYKTU: HOJUMUYECKA AHSANCUPAHOC,
2PANCOAHCKA AHeadXdCuparHocm, coyuanied kanuman wu Jp. YeTBbpra TIIaBa
BKJIIOYBA PE3YJITATH OT M3CIIE/IBAHE NIPU U3IMOJI3BAHE HA ChbBPEMEHHH METOIU U
OTHOBO TYK C€ M3MOJ3BaT sICHA TEPMUHOJIOTUYHA paMKa U KPUTEPUH; PE30HHO €
HaIPaBEHO OTPAHUYCHHUETO, Y€ POKYCHT € BBpxy Codusl.

JIoKTOpaHTHT WMa MHOro jJo0pa TeOopeTHYHa MOATOTOBKA, SICHO ca
U3BEJICHU O0EKT U MpeaMeT, GopMylupaHu ca 1enta u 3agaunte. [loguepraBam
sCHATa U JIOTUYHA CTPYKTypa Ha TEKCTA.

3. OmeHka Ha MOJyYeHUTe HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHH Pe3yJITaTu

JIOKTOpaHTHT M3MOJ3Ba TOYHO TEPMHUHUTE, /1aBa Je(PUHHUIIMM Ha TOBA
KAaKBO € COLIMaJIeH KanuTai. Tol nmpaBu pakypc BbB BPEMETO OT COLMAIIM3MA 110
T. Hap. MWJICHWBJIN, U3SACHSIBA MOHATUATA ,,CEMEHUCTBO®, ,,JOMAaKMHCTBO®,
,»3EMJISTYECTBO‘; U3BE¥K/]a OCOOCHOCTUTE Ha KOJIEKTUBHATA OBJIrapcka MCUXHKA.
JIOKTOpaHTBT AOCTUTA J0 U3BEXkKJAaHE HAa (PaKTOPU U BPH3KU OTHOCHO MPEKHUTE
OT POJAHUHU W TPUATEIU U OTUMTA BIUSHUETO UM BBPXY (OpMHUpAHETO Ha
(He)aHTaXXUpaAHOCTTAa HA MIIAJIUTE XOpa C TPaxIaHCKOTO oO0miecTtBo. Toi
YCTAaHOBSIBA XMOpPUJHU €JIEMEHTU MEXKIy CBBp3Balll U MOCTOB KamuTald B
bobarapus. MeHHO B TOBa ce U3pa3siBaT HAKOM OT MPUHOCUTE: aKTyaJIM3UpaHe
U CHCTEMAaTU3UpaHE Ha TEPMHUHOJIOTHITA U NPEACTaBAHE Ha PE3YJITATH CIEL
KPUTHYEH MPOYUT HAa TEOPETUYHU I[IOCTAHOBKM W H3CIEABAHHUS U 4Ype3
XPOHOJIOTUYHO M MHOTO(AKTOPHO MPOyYBAHE HA MPOMEHUTE B COLMAIHUSA
KaluTaj ¥ B TIOBEJICHUETO Ha MJIaIuTe Xopa B brarapus.

4. OueHkKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-NPUI0KHHU MPUHOCH

B nucepranMoHHUSt TpyI € TPEACTABEHO H3CJIEABAHE OTHOCHO
dbopMupaHETO Ha COLMATHUS KalUTAIl cpell Obarapckute cTyneHTH. [Ipunoxen
€ WHTEPAMCIUIUIMHAPEH TOAXO0J, KOMTO € YMECTeH C OIJiell TeMaTHUKarta.
[IpoOnemaTukara € B mojerara Ha COLMOJOTUATA U COIIMAIIHATA aHTPOIOJIOT U
KakKTO M Ha eTHoMeToaojorusita. OCHOBHMSAT H3CIEHOBATEIICKU METOH €
eTHOrpad)cko HAOIO/ICHNE, U3TOJ3BAaHU Ca MOJYCTPYKTYpHUPAHU UHTEPBIOTA C
PECIIOHJEHTH U ‘KUTEUCKU UCTOPUHU.

5. Ouenka Ha mMy0JUKALIMUTE MO JUCEPTANUATA

Jlycuen Ilerspc e aBTop Ha 3 (TpW) HAyYHHU CTaTHH, KOUTO Ca
myOJMKYBaHW B HallMOHAJIHW Hay4YHW crucanus. W Tpute crtaTtum ca 1o
TEeMaTuKaTa Ha AucepTanusara. B myOiaukanuuTe moeTamnHo ca mpeiCTaBeHH



pesyaratu ot wu3cienaBaHero. Crnmpam ce Ha eaHa OT TAX ,,Social Media
Ethnographic Methods. The Virtual World, Real-Life Pandemic Disease and the
Ethnographer, my6naukyBana B crnucanuero ,,Menuutre Ha 21 Bek. OunaiiH
W3JIaHUE 3a U3CJICJABaHMS, aHAIU3U, KpUTUKa“ npe3 mail 2021 r. AkieHtupam
Ha TOBAa, Y€ JIOKTOPAHTHT MPECTaBs] METOAUTE HA HM3CJCABaHE OTHOCHO €IIMH
aKTyaJieH MpoOjeM, a UMEHHO TaHACMUATA W TOBEACHUETO CTYJICHTUTE BHB
BUpPTyaJIHUST ~ CBIT. M3mom3Bam  mojgo0eH  MeTox B M3CICABAHUS
(xubepeTHOrpadpcKOTO HAOTMIOJCHHE) W OILICHABAM TMOJOXHUTEIHO TOBa, Y€
JOKTOPAHTHT W3MOJ3Ba CHBPEMEHHW METOJM, KOWUTO Ca TMOAXOASAIIN 32
peanu3upaHe Ha U3CieIBaHe Ha MpobiieMaTHKaTa B TUCepTaIUsITa.

6. Ouenka Ha apTopedepara

ABtopedeparpr (40 crpaHuMIM) TpeACTaBs TOYHO W ITBJIHO
CHABPKAHUETO U CTPYKTYypaTa Ha TUCEPTAIUITA.

7. Kputuunm 0eJie:KKH, NPeNnopbKU U BHIPOCH

bumo e BB3MOXKHO TOKTOPAHTHT Ja H3BEAC MOBedYe ACHUHHUIIMN Ha
ocHOBHHTE TepMHUHH (passive bridgers, active bridgers, social movers, voluntary
social movers, involuntary social movers, social floaters, free floaters, multi-
layered social capital). Be3amoxxHO € Ouio Te3u ne@uHuum 1a ce 00 IUHAT MO/
¢dbopmara Ha pEYHUK, KOETO OW JOMPHUHECIIO TMO-KATETOPUYHO Ja CE€ OUepTasT
TEOpEeTUYHATAa paMKa W MPUHOCHT OTHOCHO aKTyaJM3WpaHEe Ha KaTeropuaaHo-
NOHATUIHUS anapar. PopMyJlIHpaHETO Ha MPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH OTHOCHO
U3CIIEJIBAHETO Ha COIMAJIHUS KaluTadl B KOHTEKCTa Ha aKaJIeMUYHOTO
o0pa3oBaHME HA CTYJEHTUTE CHIIO OW MOTJIO J]a € MO-KOHKPETHO W Te Ja Cce
000CcO0AT Ha HAYYHO ¥ METOJIMYECKO PABHUIIIE.

8. 3akiouenue

[IpaBs yoeneHo u3Boaa, ye AucepTanmoHHUIT Tpya Ha Jlycuen IleTnpc
MMOKPUBA M3MCKBAHUATA Ha 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHEC HA aKaJeMUYHUS ChCTaB, KaKTO
u Ha [IpaBuHMKa 3a yCIOBUATA U pela 3a MpuaoOUBaHe HA HAYYHU CTCTICHH U
3aeMaHe Ha akaneMnyHd UIBEKHOCTH B YHCC. OcHOBaHuATa MU ca CIIEIHUTE.
JlucepTaniMOHHUAT TPYJ MAONPHUHACA 3a OOoraTsABaHEe HaA ChHINECTBYBAIINUTE
3HaHUS B CJEAHUTE OOJACTU: COLMOJOTUS M KyJITYpHAa AaHTPOIOJIOTHS.
JIOKTOpaHTHT TOKa3Ba MHOTO J0OpUM TEOPETUYHU TO3HAHUS M YMEHHS 32
npujiaraHe Ha CHBPEMEHHM W3CIICJIOBATEJIICKM METOJIM, KOUTO TMOETAarHO ca
U3BEJICHU B TpETa M YETBBHPTA IaBa. VIMaliku mpeaBuj] rOperssIoKEHOTO BHB
BpB3Ka ¢ aucepTanusaTa Ha Tema ,,Students’ Social Capital, Social Space, and
Civic Life in Sofia®, npeanaram Ha yBa)kaeMHUTE WICHOBE Ha HAYYHOTO KYpH J1a
o0b1e npuchaena Ha Jlycuen [lerspc OHC ,,moxTop®.

25 maii 2022 r., rp. Codus Iloanuc:
[Ipod. nu MBanka MaBpoaueBa
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UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY (UNWE)

OPINION

From: Prof. Ivanka Todorova Mavrodieva-Georgieva, DSc, PhD; Faculty of
Philosophy, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Scientific
speciality 2.3 Philosophy (Rhetoric)

Subject: dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor” in a scientific speciality at the UNWE.

Author of the dissertation: Lucien Peters
Theme of the dissertation: ,.Students’ Social Capital, Social Space,
and Civic Life in Sofia”

Reason for submitting the opinion: participation in the scientific jury for the
defence of the dissertation according to the Order AMe
1034/15.04.2022 of the Rector of the UNWE

1. Information about the PhD student
The doctoral student graduated the PhD program at the Department of Economic
Sociology of the UNWE in the professional field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology
and Cultural Sciences; scientific speciality “Sociology”. The education was
carried out in a free format. Lucien Peters passed the required examinations; he
obtained the required credits. The PhD candidate submitted the text of the
dissertation, which was discussed during the meeting on 24.03.2022 (Minutes
No. 284) and a decision of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of General
Economics was taken (Minutes No. 4/12.04.2022).

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation
This dissertation stands out for its relevance and significance as it explores
students’ social capital, social life and engagement. Its volume is 141 pages. The
text is divided into 4 chapters. The structure is classical and logical and a balance
has been achieved in terms of volume in each chapter. The first chapter presents
the theoretical observation and methodology on social capital in Bulgaria. It
includes a critical review of previous research; the focus is on the components



and development of social capital, geographic capital, and the family. The
second chapter is devoted to delineating the boundaries of the scientific field and
finding their intersections: sociology and cultural anthropology. The third
chapter includes the results of research in a chronological order, focusing on the
period after 1990 in Bulgaria through the prism of established theoretical and
methodological constructs: political engagement, civic engagement, social
capital, etc. The fourth chapter shows and reflects the results of the study using
modern methods. The terminological framework and criteria are applied clearly
and correctly, the constraint that the focus is on Sofia is reasonably made.
The PhD student demonstrates a very good theoretical background, the subject
of the PhD thesis is clearly stated, the aim and objectives are formulated
correctly. 1 emphasise on the main features of the text: its clear and logical
structure.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied results
The PhD student uses precise terms, gives definitions of social capital, he gives
an overview in terms of time from socialism to the so-called millennials. The
author clarifies the notions of “family”, “household”, “zemlyachestvo”
(3emusigectBo In Bulgarian); he brings out the peculiarities of the collective
Bulgarian psyche. The PhD student reaches the derivation of factors and
relationships concerning the networks of relatives and friends and considers their
influence on the development of young people’s (dis)engagement with civil
society. He establishes features of bonding capital and bridging capital in
Bulgaria. The contributions are: updating and systematising terminology;
presenting results based on a critical reading of theoretical frameworks; study and
research through a chronological and multi-factorial study of changes in social
capital and in the behaviour of young people in Bulgaria.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied contributions
The dissertation presents a study on the formation of social capital among
Bulgarian students. An interdisciplinary approach has been applied, which is
appropriate in view of the subject matter. The problems are in the fields of
sociology and social anthropology, as well as ethnomethodology. The main
research method was ethnographic observation, using semi-structured interviews
with respondents and life stories.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications
Lucien Peters is the author of three scientific articles that have been published in
national scientific journals. All three articles are on the topic of the dissertation.
The publications present the results of the research in stages. | focus on one of
them “Social Media Ethnographic Methods. The Virtual World, Real-Life
Pandemic Disease and the Ethnographer,” published in the journal 21st Century
Media. An Online Journal of Research, Analysis, Criticism” in May 2021. |



emphasise that the doctoral student presents research methods on a current issue,
namely the pandemic, and student behaviour in the virtual world. I use a similar
method in research (cyberethnographic observation) and | appreciate that the PhD
student uses modern methods that are appropriate for the realisation of research
on issues within the scope of the dissertation.

6. Evaluation of the abstract
The abstract (40 pages) accurately and completely presents the content and
structure of the thesis.

7. Critical comments, recommendations and questions
It would have been possible for the PhD student to present clearer definitions of
the main terms (passive bridgers, active bridgers, social movers, voluntary social
movers, involuntary social movers, social floaters, free floaters, multi-layered
social capital). The terms could be presented in the form of a glossary, which
would have contributed more explicitly to outlining the theoretical framework.
The formulation of the contributions concerning the study of social capital in the
context of students’ academic education could also be more concrete and they
could be differentiated at the scientific and methodological levels.

8. Conclusion

I confidently conclude that the dissertation written by Lucien Peters covers
the requirements of the Academic Staff Development Act as well as the
Regulations on the Conditions and Procedure for Acquisition of Scientific
Degrees and Holding Academic Positions at the UNWE. My reasons are as
follows. The dissertation contributes to the enrichment of existing knowledge in
the following fields: sociology and cultural anthropology.

The PhD student demonstrates very good theoretical knowledge and skills
in applying modern research methods, which are outlined in chapters three and
four. Considering the above in relation to the dissertation on Students’ Social
Capital, Social Space, and Civic Life in Sofia, | propose to the esteemed members
of the scientific jury that Lucien Peters be awarded the PhD.

25 May 2022,
Sofia Prof. lvanka Mavrodieva, DSc., PhD



