YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO U CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBUIIE

Ot:  npog. 0-p Xpucmuna Jlazaposa Hukonosa

VHCC

Hayuna cneyuannocm Hkonomuxa u ynpaenenue (Hkomomuka Ha
mpancnopma)

OTHOCHO:  JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHKIAHE Ha HAyYHA CTETICH
»JIOKTOP Ha HAYKHUTE" 1O HayuHa cneyuaiHocm VIKOHOMUKA H
ynpasyenue (Typusbpm) B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha JUCEPTAMOHHHUS TPY: Tans I[lemposa [lapyuwesa
IIpoghecop, ooxkmop
VHCC
Tema Ha TUCepTallMOHHUS TPYA: HOBA ITAPAJ[UT'MA HA KVJITYPHUA

TYPU3BM B KOHTEKCTA HA ITIOBAJIN3ALIHATA

OcHosanue 3a MIPEICTaBSIHE HAa CTAHOBWINETO: YYaCTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHO
KYpH 3a 3allldTa Ha AUCEPTAIMOHEH TPy 3a MpHJI00MBaHE HAa HaydyHa CTEIEH
,,JJOKTOp Ha HaykuTe" chbriacHo 3amoem Ne279/06.02.2021 r. na Pexrtopa Ha
YHCC.

1. NUndopmanus 3a TUCEPTAHTKATA

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPy € TPEACTaBeH 3a OOCHXKIaHEe B Kameopa
., Ikonomuxka Ha mypuszma “, Gaxyrimem ,, Ikonomuxka Ha
ungpacmpykmypama“ Ha YHCC cowrmacho un./ ot IlpaBwinuka 3a
OpraHu3alMsITa U MPOBEXKIAHETO HAa KOHKYpPCH 3a MPUAOOMBAaHE Ha HAy4YHU
CTENEHU M 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akajaeMudHu JuibkHOCTH B YHCC u e HacoueH 3a
nyonuuHa 3amura ¢ pemienne Ha KC Ha cpmiata kareapa (mpoTokoa Ne
65/15.12.2020 r1.) m pemenne Ha DC Ha dakynrer ,JIkKOHOMHKA Ha
unppacrpykrypata* (IIlporoxom Ne12/12.01.2021 r.).

2. Kpatka xapakTepucTHKa HA NPeJCTABEHUS TUCEPTANUOHEH TPY/
[IpeacraBenusT qucepTalioHeH Tpyna € B odeM oT 395 cTpaHuIM U €



CTPYKTYypUpPaH B YBOJ — 9 CTp., OCHOBEH TEKCT, pa3mpe/ieieH B YETUPH TJIaBU
(300 ctp.), 3akimrodeHue — 5 cTp., COUCHK C M3MOJI3BaHAaTa JIuTeparypa — 16 crp.
u npunoxxenust — 50 ctp. [Ipeacrasenu ca 7 Tabaumm, 55 durypu u 11 rpaduku
3a OHarJeasBaHe Ha PE3YIATATUTE OT EMIMPUYHUTE U3CIICIBAHUS.

JlvcepTalmOHHUAT TPYA € MOCBETEH Ha M3KIIOYUTEIHO aKTyaJleH U 3HAaYUM
npoOseM, CBbp3aH C HAayYHUTE, METOJOJOTHYHUTE U MPAKTUKO-TIPUIIOKHUTE
acleKTH Ha TPWIAraHETO Ha HOBa MapaJurmMa Ha KYyITYpHHS TYypuU3bM B
KOHTeKcTa Ha riobammzanusara. Kakto mpod. Ilapymesa cama e obocHoBana
,»AKTYaJIHOCTTa Ha M3CJIe[iBaHaTa MpodieMaTHKa HaMUpa u3pa3 B epekTure Ha
mpolieca Ha riio0anu3anus U Ha KyJITYpHHS TYPU3bM 33 YCIEITHOTO YCTOWYHBO
pPa3BUTHE HA CBETOBHUTE JICCTUHALIUU .

JlepuHupanata OCHOBHaTa Il Ha W3CIEABAHETO € CBBp3aHa C
HE0OXOMMOCTTA Jla C€ aHaNU3Mpa M OLEHW HOBaTa MapajurMa Ha KyJITypHUs
TYpU3bM B KOHTEKCTa Ha TI00amm3aiusiTa, ¥ Ha Ta3d OCHOBA, /1a CE€ Pa3KpHUsAT
BB3MOKHOCTH 3a OBJIEHI0 pa3BUTHE HA YCTOWYUB KyIATypeH TypusbpM. B
CHOTBETCTBHE C MOCTABEHATa IIEJ Ca OMpEACNICHU 8 M3CIIEIOBATEIICKH 33Ja4H,
KOUTO Ca YCIEIIHO H3MBJIHEHW M Ca OCUTYPWJIM TOCTUTAaHETO Ha IIeNTa Ha
JIUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYA.

OOexThT M MNPEeOMETHT HAa M3CIEIBAHE ca OIpElIelIeHH C Hay4yHa
KaTEerOpUYHOCT, MPUCHIIA M OTroBapsAllla Ha MPETEHIMUTE 3a HHUBOTO Ha
HAY4YHOTO M3CJIE[IBaHE U HETOBaTa 0OOCHOBAHOCT.

HucepranTkata 00OCHOBaBa B CBOS JAMCEPTAllMOHEH TpyA Te3ara, 4e
riodanu3anusaTa mnopaxiaa TpaHcQopMalM B PA3BUTHUETO Ha YCTOWUYMBUS
KyITypeH Typu3bM. Ts 3amuTaBa TEOPETUYHHTE AacleKTH W TMpejjara
CHBPEMEHHUTE TOJXOAM, Ype3 KOUTO TYPUCTUUYECKUTE NECTUHAIIMM MOTaT Ja
OTTOBOPSAT Ha TMpEAU3BUKATENCTBATA 3a OMA3BaHE W ChXpaHsIBaHE Ha
KyITypHUTE pecypcu 3a ObaemmuTe mokoneHus. (OcHOBHaTa Te3a €
JIEKOMIIO3UpaHa B 4 W3CIENOBATEIICKH XWUIIOTE3W, KOMUTO ca ampoOWpaHu u
YCTIEIIHO TIOKA3aHU B XOJa Ha U3CIIEABAHETO.

Ha 0a3ara Ha Taka popmynupaHuTe OCHOBHA Te€3a, 1IeJl, 3aJa4u, NPEAMET U
00EKT Ha W3CIEABAHETO € u3rpajieHa JucepTaluara B CTPYKTYpHO U
ChJIbPKATEIHO OTHOILICHUE.

Hayuynata ocBenmomMeHOCT Ha JAuMcCEepTaHTKaTa M CBOOOJHO OOpaBeHE B
u3cieABaHaTa o0JacT ¢ MOAXOIAI] Hay4eH MHCTPYMEHTapUyM IpoJinyaBa U ce
JI0Ka3Ba B ChbPKaTEIHATA CTPaHa Ha TUCEPTALUOHHUS TPY/I.

3. OneHka Ha MOJIyYeHUTe HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHM Pe3yJITaTH
CrneuuaiHo BHUMaHHUE 3acily’kaBa HOBATOPCKUAT MOAXOA M HM300pBHT Ha
cucTeMa OT IIOKa3aTelM 3a OLEHKAa Ha B3aUMOJEUCTBUETO MEXKIY
riiobanu3anusaTa u KyJlaTypHaTa UIEHTUYHOCT, KOMTO He Cie/iBa TPaJuLMOHHUTE



nogxoau. [lo opurMHaNeH W JOCTHIICH HAYWH aBTOpKAaTa € Chymsula Ja
NpEJICTaBH CBOETO BIDKJAHE 3a TOBa KaKk Ha Oa3aTa Ha KYJITYpPHOTO
MHOT000pa3ue KaTo KIFY0B PEeCypc 3a YCTOWYHBO Pa3BUTHE HA TypU3Ma, MOXKE
J1a ce U3rpajyl CHCTEMA OT TIOKA3aTeNH, C KOSTO Ja C€ OICHST MPOSBICHUATA HA
rio0anu3anusTa B KyJITYPHUTE MPAKTUKH. [IpeIoKESHUAT MOIX0]] 32 aHAIN3 U
OLICHKA HA YCTOMYUBOTO PAa3BUTHE HA KYJITypHUS TYpH3bM B TJio0aJIHATA Cpeia
¢ W30 JMehUHHpaH OT JUCEPTAHTKaTa M UMa XapaKTep Ha OPUTHHAJICH
HAYYHO-TIPHIIOKEH TpuHOC. TOM CTOM B OCHOBaTa Ha MOCTUTAHETO HA JIPYT OIIIC
MO-CBIICCTBEH pE3yJlTaT OT HAYYHOTO M3CIICABAHE, TMPEACTAaBEHO B
JIMCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYyJ, a MMEHHO pa3pabOTBaHETO Ha aBTOPOB MOJET 3a
MOMYJIIPU3UpPAaHEe HA PETHOHANHATA KYJITypHAa WICHTHYHOCT W TOCTHTAaHE Ha
YCTOMUMB KyITYypeH Typu3bM. Taka U3rpajeHuAT B TEOPETUYCH U
METOJIOJIOTHYCH TUIaH JMCEPTAIMOHEH TPYyJ IMO3BOJIIBA B KpaiiHa CMETKa Ja
ObJaT peaqu3upaHd W 3HAYUMH MPAKTHKO-TIPUIONKHHA PE3YJITaTH, CBBP3aHU C
BB3MOKHOCTUTE 3a OBJEIIO pPa3BUTHE HA YCTOHYMB KYJITYypeH TYpU3bM B
rJI00aJIHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO.

M3mon3BaHaTta METOMOJIOTHS Ha HAYYHO HW3CJenBaHe, WH()OPMAIMOHHUTE
M3TOYHHUIIM Ha AaHalu3a M HAJIOKEHUTE OrPAaHWYCHUS Ha M3CIEIBAHETO,
oyepTaBaT SICHO M3CJIEeIOBATEIICKOTO T0JIe B 000CHOBaBaT n300pa Ha 00EKTH 3a
aHanmu3, KaKTO W T[OCIEAOBaTeIHOCTTA  HA  U3JO0XKEHHETO U
B3aMMOOOBBP3aHOCTTa MEXKIY OTACITHHUTE EJIEMEHTH Ha W3CIEABAHETO IPH
M3IBJIHEHUETO Ha MOCTaBeHuTe 3aaa4yr. OT Ta3u TIIeHAa TOYKAa MOXKE Ja ce
U3pa3d CTAaHOBHUIIE, Y€ B CTPYKTYpHO U CHIBPKATEIHO OTHOLICHUE
aucepTanmonHus Tpya Ha pod. Tans [apymeBa € MakKCHMATHO ONTHMU3HPAH,
CTIOJYWIUB ¥ HAYYHO U3bPKaH.

Pasriienana ot um3ciemoBaresncka TUIEAHA TOYKA, IUCEPTAIMATA € H3IUIO
CTPYKTypHUpaHa 3a HAyYHO TpPETHpAHE Ha W3CJICIOBATEIICKHS IMPOOJieM M 3a
CH3/IaBaHETO Ha yCJIOBHATA U MPEINOCTABKUTE 3a MMOCTUTAHETO Ha MMOCTaBEHATA
OCHOBHA IIEJI.

CrnenBa ma ce oTOENeKM OTIIMYHATA HAyYHA OCBEIOMEHOCT Ha aBTOpKaTa B
U3CiIe/[BaHaTa Hay4YHa OO0JIACT W M3KIIOYUTENHO MPEIHU3HOTO IHMTHUPAaHE Ha
JUTEPATypHUTE W  WHPOPMALMOHHATE M3TOYHHIM B TEKCTa U B
oubmmorpadckara crpaBka.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHHU MPHUHOCH

OCHOBHUTE TEOPETHYHU, METOJOJOTMYHW W TPUIIOKHH TPUHOCH Ha
JMCEPTAHTKaTa ca 0OCKTUBHO (DOpMyJIMpaHU B MPEJCTaBEHATA CIIPABKa U MOXKE
Ja Ce M3pa3W KaTeropuyHO CHIJIaCHE C MPETCHIMHUTE 3a TAXHOTO HAJIUYHC B
nuceprauioHHus Tpya. CbOTBETHO, T€3U MPUHOCHU MOraT Ja Obaat 0000IeH!
0 CJICJTHUS HAYMH:



- Hay4Ho-TeopeTMYHH NMPUHOCH — CBBHp3aHU C: 1). popMmynupane u
CHUCTeMAaTHU3HpaHe Ha MOHATHUS U U3ACHSABAHE HA OCHOBHU MPUHIIUIU U
KOHIENIMK 32 [IodalHuTe TpaHchopmanmmu B KyidTypara u
KOHIICTIIIMATA 32 HOBaTa MapagurMa Ha KyIATYpPHHS TYpU3bM; 2).
CUCTEMAaTU3MpaHE Ha TEOPETHUYHUTE AacCleKTH M U3SICHSIBaHE Ha
Bpb3KaTa MEXAY KyJITypHaTa HJICHTUYHOCT U YCTOWYUBUS KYJITYpEH
TYpU3bM B KOHTEKCTAa Ha MECTHOTO M IJ100aTHOTO; 3). JOpa3BUBaHE U
o0OoraTsiBaHEe Ha TEOpHUATA 3a BBH3JIEUCTBUETO HA JUTUTAIM3ALMATA U
UH(OPMAITMOHHUTE U KOMYHUKAIIMOHHUTE TEXHOJIOTHH 32 YCTOMYHBO
pPa3BUTHE HA KYJITYPHHUS TYPUIBM.

- Hay4Ho — MeT0/10JIOTUYHM IPUHOCH — CBBp3aHu C: 1). nepurupane
Ha TMOJXO/ 3a M3CIe[BaHe Ha KyJITypHATa MIEHTHYHOCT KaTo (akTop
3a pa3BUTHE HA HWKOHOMHKA, Oa3upaHa Ha HICHTUYHOCTTA; 2).
pa3paboTBaHe U anmpoOupaHe Ha aBTOPOB MOJEN 3a MOIYJISpU3UpaHe
Ha pEeTHOHANTHATa KyJITypHA WACHTUYHOCT W MOCTUTAaHE HA yCTONYMB
KYJITYPEH TypU3bM.

- IlpakTNkK0 — NPHJIOKHM NMPHMHOCH — BKIIIOYBAT cieqHoTo: 1). Ha
0a3aTa Ha M3CJIE[]BAaHE Ha MapaMETPUTE 3a YCTOMYMBO pa3BUTHE Ha
KyJITYpHUSI TYpU3bM B CBeTOBEeH Maiad, B EBpona u B bowirapus, e
0000111eHa OLIEHKa Ha HErOBOTO pa3BUTHE B Iilo0aiHa cpena; 2). Bb3
OCHOBAa Ha pe3ylTaTd OT IMPOBEJCHO EMIHPUYHO [POYyYBAHE €
neduHupaHa posisitTa Ha MexayHapoaHusi (GoJKIOpeH (ecTuBal
,=Mope ot purmu’, Trpan bamuumk, 3a mnDomynspusupaHe Ha
perroHaiHaTa KyATypHa WICHTHMYHOCT M TOCTHTaHE Ha YCTOWYWB
KYJITYpEeH TypU3bM; 3). CHCTEMATH3UPaHU Ca OCHOBHUTE TECHICHIIUH U
MPEeIM3BUKATEIICTBA TIPEJ Pa3BUTHETO Ha YCTOMYMB KYJITYpeH
Typu3bM C (DOKYC BBpPXY MPOMEHHTE B M3UCKBAHUATA HA TYPUCTHTE
KbM KYJITYPHHS TPOIYKT; 4). pa3KpUTH ca BH3MOKHOCTH 3a OBACIIO
pa3BUTHE Ha YCTOWYMB KyITypeH TYpU3bM B  TJIO0ATHOTO
IOPOCTPAHCTBO C AaKUEHT BBPXY pa3HOOOpa3ueTo OT HHUIMATHUBH,
OPOEKTH M MporpaMu 3a OBACIIO PAa3BUTHE HA CEKTOpa U IpHU
OTYMTAHE Ha TMpeAUMCTBAaTA Ha 3HAYUMHU KOHIICHIMM  KaTo
EBpomneiicku cTonuiy Ha KyiaTypaTa ¥ TPaHCHAIMOHAIHU KYJITYpPHU
MapIIpyTH.

5. Ouenka Ha MyOJUKANMHUTE M0 JUCEPTANUATA

[IpeacraBenu ca 38 myOiMKanuu MO TeMara Ha JUCEPTAIIMOHHMS TPYI,
cbOoTBeTHO 1 MoHorpadwusa, 1 kuura, 16 HayyHu crtaTuu, TyOJUKYBaHH B
UHACKCUpPAHU CIIMCAaHUS M CIUCAaHUS C Hay4yHO peueHsupaHe u 20 HaydyHU
J0KJIa/1a OT HAMOHAIHA U MEXIyHapOIHU HaydHHu ¢popymu. [lo Hame MHEeHUE



C TOcOoYeHUTe NyOnMKauud [0 TemMaTa Ha JAHCEepTalusATa € OCHUTYPEHO
aJ€KBATHO PpA3MpPOCTPAHEHUE HAa MOJYyYEHHUTE PE3yJTaTd B Hay4yHaTa
JUTEpaTypa.

6. Ouenka Ha aBropedepara
ABTopedepaThT KOPEKTHO U aJIEKBAaTHO OTpa3siBa TUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY/
B CTPYKTYPHO U CHABPIKATEITHO OTHOIIICHUE.

7. KpuTnuHu 0ej1eKKHU, NPenopbky U BbIPOCH

Hsmam kputnunu Oenexxku. EqMHCTBEHAaTa MU NpEenopbKa € CBbp3aHa ¢
OIllE€ MO-IIMPOKOTO MOIYJSIPU3UPAHE HA HM3CIEJBAHETO Cpel OOIIECTBOTO HU
3aMHTEPECOBAHUTE CTPAaHU, C 1€ M3MOJI3BAHE Ha pE3yJTaTUTE OT HEro 3a
LEJIUTE Ha YCHBBPIICHCTBAHE HAa HAIMOHAJIHATA IOJUTHKA 3a Pa3BUTHE Ha
Typu3Ma B bearapus.

8. 3akJouenue

B 3akmroueHue, cMmsaTaM uye NPENCTABEHUAT JMCEPTALMOHEH TPYJ Ha
TeMa: ,[Hoea napaduema Ha KyImypHUs mypu3bM 6 KOHMEKCmd Ha
enobanuzayuama‘ ¢ aBrop npog. 0-p Tauma Ilemposa Ilapywesa, HaIbIHO
OTroBapsi Ha M3UCKBaHUATA 3a NPUIOOMBAaHE HAa HayyHa CTEMEH ,,JOKTOp Ha
HaykuTe“. B Hero ca HanMie 3HAYMMH HayYHU, METOJOJOTHYHU M NPAKTUKO-
IPWIOKHHU IPUHOCH, KAKTO U HOBATOPCKU IOJAXOJ B M3CJIEBAHETO HAa TEMATA,
KOETO M03BOJISIBA J1a C€ JaJie BUCOKA OLIEHKa Ha M3CJIeJoBaTeNcKaTa pa3paboTka
U 12 ObJie MPenopbyaHO Ha yBa)KaeMOTO HAy4YHO JKypHU Ja MPUCHAU HayyHaTa
crerneH ,,JJokTop Ha HaykuTe“ mo HaydyHO HampasieHue 3.8. MkoHomuka,
Hay4dHa crnenraiHocT Mkonomuka u ynpasienue (Typuzbsm) Ha npod. a-p Tans
Ilerposa Ilapymesa.

01.03.2021 r. IToamuc:
rp. Codus /mpod. n-p Xp. Hukomnosa/



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

EVALUATION REPORT OF DOCTORAL THESIS

Referee: Prof.Dr. Christina Lazarova Nikolova
Economics of Transport and Energy Department, UNWE
Scientific filed 3.8 Economics, Economics and Management
(Economics of Transport)

About: Dissertation on the award of a scientific degree ‘Doctor of Sciences’ in
scientific field of Economics and Management (Tourism) at the University of
National and World Economy, Sofia.

Author: Tanya Petrova Parusheva
Professor, PhD
Topic: A NEW PARADIGM OF CULTURAL TOURISM IN THE CONTEXT OF

GLOBALISATION

Reason for the presentation of the report: participation in the examination board for viva

voce examinations for Doctor of Sciences’ research degree, according to the order
N0279/06.02.2021 of the Rector of the University of National and World Economy.

1. Information about the candidate

The dissertation has been submitted for discussion in the department of Economics of
tourism, Faculty of Economics of Infrastructure at the University of National and World
Economy pursuant to article 7 of the Regulations on the organization and conduct of
competitions for acquiring scientific degrees and for holding academic positions at the
UNWE and is aimed at public protection by decision of the council of the same department
(Protocol Ne65/15.12.2020) and decision of the Faculty council of the Faculty of Economics
of Infrastructure (Protocol Ne12/12.01.2021).

2. General characteristics of the dissertation thesis
Dissertation thesis has a volume of 395 pages, structured in an introduction (9 pages), a
four-chapter exposition (300 pages), a conclusion (5 pages), bibliography (16 pages), and 50
pages of annexes. The main text includes 7 tables, 55 figures and 11 graphs.



The dissertation thesis is dedicated to an actual and significant research problem related to
the scientific, methodological and practical aspects of the implementation of a new paradigm
of cultural tourism in the context of globalization. As Prof. Parusheva herself justified: ‘The
topicality of the researched issues is reflected in the effects of the globalization process and
cultural tourism on the successful sustainable development of the world's destinations’.

The main objective of the study is related to the need to analyse and evaluate the new
paradigm of cultural tourism in the context of globalisation, and on this basis, to open up
opportunities for the future development of sustainable cultural tourism. In accordance with
the objective set, 8 research tasks have been identified, which have been successfully
accomplished and ensured the achievement of the purpose of the dissertation work.

The subject and the object matter of the study have been determined with scientific firmness,
inherent and consistent with the claims for the level of scientific level of research and its
justification.

The candidate justifies in her dissertation the thesis that globalization creates transformations
in the development of sustainable cultural tourism. The author summarises the theoretical
aspects and proposes modern approaches through which tourist destinations can meet the
challenges of preserving and storing cultural resources for future generations. The main
thesis was decomposed in 4 research hypotheses, which were approbated and successfully
proven in the course of the study.

On the basis of the formulated main thesis, purpose, tasks, subject matter and object of the
study, the dissertation was built structurally and meaningfully.

The scientific awareness of the candidate and free handling in the research field with an
appropriate scientific toolkit is evident and is proven in the meaningful side of the
dissertation work.

3. Evaluation of the results achieved in the dissertation thesis

Particular attention deserves the innovative approach and the choice of a system of indicators
to assess the interaction between globalisation and cultural identity, which does not follow
traditional approaches. In an original and accessible way, the author presented her vision of
how, on the basis of cultural diversity as a key resource for the sustainable development of
tourism, a system of indicators can be built to assess the impacts of globalisation in cultural
practices.

The proposed approach for analysis and evaluation of the sustainable development of cultural
tourism in the global environment is fully defined by the author and has the character of an
original scientifically applied contribution. It underpins the achievement of another even
more significant result of the scientific research presented in the dissertation, namely the
development of an author's model for the promotion of regional cultural identity and the
achievement of sustainable cultural tourism. Thus, the dissertation built in theoretical and
methodological terms allows for achieving important applied results related to the
opportunities for the future development of sustainable cultural tourism in the global space.



The scientific research methodology used, the information sources of the analysis and the
limitations of the study imposed have clearly outlined the research field and have justified the
selection of objects for analysis, as well as the consistency of the statement and the
interconnectedness between the individual elements of the study in the performance of the
tasks assigned. From this point of view, it can be expressed an opinion that, structurally and
meaningfully, the dissertation work of Prof. Dr. Tanya Parusheva is optimized, successful
and scientifically sound.

The research presented in the PhD-dissertation thesis has been conducted with a suitably
selected methodology and scientific tools. In order to achieve the defined research goals and
the implementation of the research tasks, a PhD-candidate has applied statistical,
mathematical and economic research methods involving a complex and specialized analysis,
questionnaire survey and interviews, as well as scientific comparisons and summaries.
Examined from a research point of view, the dissertation is fully structured for scientific
treatment of the research problem and for the creation of the conditions and prerequisites for
achieving the main objective.

The bibliography consists of 355 literature sources, including 254 scientific works and 101
internet sources. The excellent knowledge of the literature in the research field and the
precise citation of the information sources in the text and in the bibliographic references
should be noted as well.

4. Evaluation of the scientific and applied results and contributions
The main theoretical, methodological and scientific and applied results and contributions to
the scientific field of Economics of Tourism found in the dissertation thesis are objectively
formulated in the submitted report and can be strongly agreed with the claims for their
presence in the dissertation. They could be summarized as follows:
I. Scientific and theoretical results and contributions:

1. Formulated and systematised concepts and clarified basic principles and
concepts for global cultural transformations and the concept of the new
paradigm of cultural tourism.

2. Systematised theoretical aspects and clarified the link between cultural
identity and sustainable cultural tourism in the context of local and global
issues.

3. Further development and enrichment of the theory related to the impact of
digitalization and information and communication technologies on the
sustainable development of cultural tourism.

Il. Scientific and methodological results and contributions:

1. Defined approach to exploring cultural identity as a factor in the development
of an identity-based economy.

2. Development and approbation of an author's model for promoting regional
cultural identity and achieving sustainable cultural tourism.



I11.Applied results and contributions:

1. Based on the study of the parameters for sustainable development of cultural
tourism worldwide, in Europe and in Bulgaria, an assessment of its
development in a global environment is summarised.

2. Based on the results of an empirical survey, the role of the International
Folklore Festival ‘Sea of Rhythms’, held in the city of Balchik, is defined to
promote regional cultural identity and to achieve sustainable cultural tourism.

3. The main trends and challenges for the development of sustainable cultural
tourism with a focus on changes adapted to the requirements of tourists for the
cultural products are systematized.

4. Opportunities for the future development of sustainable cultural tourism in the
global space have been opened up, with a focus on the diversity of initiatives,
projects and programmes for the future development of the sector and taking
into account the advantages of significant concepts such as European Capitals
of Culture and Transnational Cultural Routes.

5. Evaluation of the scientific publications on the dissertation topic
Thirty-eight publications on the dissertation topic are presented, respectively: 1 monograph,
1 book, 16 scientific articles published in indexed journals and journals with scientific peer-
review and 20 scientific reports from national and international scientific forums. These
publications on the dissertation topic provide adequate dissemination of the achieved results
in the scientific literature.

6. Evaluation of the author’s summary of the dissertation thesis
The author’s summary reflects accurately and adequately the dissertation thesis as a structure
and contents.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions
| don't have critical remarks. My only recommendation is related to the even wider
promotion of the study and research results of the dissertation to the public society and
potential stakeholders in order to use its results for the purpose of improving the National
Tourism Development Policy in Bulgaria.

8. Conclusions
In conclusion, | believe that the presented dissertation thesis fully meets the requirements for
awarding ‘Doctor of Sciences’ degree to the candidate. It contains the respective scientific
and applied contributions to the scientific field, as well as it is based on an innovative
research approach, which allows me to praise the conducted research and to recommend to
the honourable Evaluation Board to award to Prof. Dr. Tanya Petrova Parusheva ‘Doctor of
Sciences’ degree in the scientific filed of Economics and Management (Tourism).



01.02.2021
Sofia Prof. Dr. Christina Nikolova
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The dissertation has been submitted for discussion in the department of Economics of
tourism, Faculty of Economics of Infrastructure at the University of National and World
Economy pursuant to article 7 of the Regulations on the organization and conduct of
competitions for acquiring scientific degrees and for holding academic positions at the
UNWE and is aimed at public protection by decision of the council of the same department

10



(Protocol Ne65/15.12.2020) and decision of the Faculty council of the Faculty of Economics
of Infrastructure (Protocol Ne12/12.01.2021).

10. General characteristics of the dissertation thesis
Dissertation thesis has a volume of 395 pages, structured in an introduction (9 pages), a
four-chapter exposition (300 pages), a conclusion (5 pages), bibliography (16 pages), and 50
pages of annexes. The main text includes 7 tables, 55 figures and 11 graphs.
The dissertation thesis is dedicated to an actual and significant research problem related to
the scientific, methodological and practical aspects of the implementation of a new paradigm
of cultural tourism in the context of globalization. As Prof. Parusheva herself justified: ‘The
topicality of the researched issues is reflected in the effects of the globalization process and
cultural tourism on the successful sustainable development of the world's destinations’.
The main objective of the study is related to the need to analyse and evaluate the new
paradigm of cultural tourism in the context of globalisation, and on this basis, to open up
opportunities for the future development of sustainable cultural tourism. In accordance with
the objective set, 8 research tasks have been identified, which have been successfully
accomplished and ensured the achievement of the purpose of the dissertation work.
The subject and the object matter of the study have been determined with scientific firmness,
inherent and consistent with the claims for the level of scientific level of research and its
justification.
The candidate justifies in her dissertation the thesis that globalization creates transformations
in the development of sustainable cultural tourism. The author summarises the theoretical
aspects and proposes modern approaches through which tourist destinations can meet the
challenges of preserving and storing cultural resources for future generations. The main
thesis was decomposed in 4 research hypotheses, which were approbated and successfully
proven in the course of the study.
On the basis of the formulated main thesis, purpose, tasks, subject matter and object of the
study, the dissertation was built structurally and meaningfully.
The scientific awareness of the candidate and free handling in the research field with an
appropriate scientific toolkit is evident and is proven in the meaningful side of the
dissertation work.

11. Evaluation of the results achieved in the dissertation thesis
Particular attention deserves the innovative approach and the choice of a system of indicators
to assess the interaction between globalisation and cultural identity, which does not follow
traditional approaches. In an original and accessible way, the author presented her vision of
how, on the basis of cultural diversity as a key resource for the sustainable development of
tourism, a system of indicators can be built to assess the impacts of globalisation in cultural
practices.
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The proposed approach for analysis and evaluation of the sustainable development of cultural
tourism in the global environment is fully defined by the author and has the character of an
original scientifically applied contribution. It underpins the achievement of another even
more significant result of the scientific research presented in the dissertation, namely the
development of an author's model for the promotion of regional cultural identity and the
achievement of sustainable cultural tourism. Thus, the dissertation built in theoretical and
methodological terms allows for achieving important applied results related to the
opportunities for the future development of sustainable cultural tourism in the global space.
The scientific research methodology used, the information sources of the analysis and the
limitations of the study imposed have clearly outlined the research field and have justified the
selection of objects for analysis, as well as the consistency of the statement and the
interconnectedness between the individual elements of the study in the performance of the
tasks assigned. From this point of view, it can be expressed an opinion that, structurally and
meaningfully, the dissertation work of Prof. Dr. Tanya Parusheva is optimized, successful
and scientifically sound.

The research presented in the PhD-dissertation thesis has been conducted with a suitably
selected methodology and scientific tools. In order to achieve the defined research goals and
the implementation of the research tasks, a PhD-candidate has applied statistical,
mathematical and economic research methods involving a complex and specialized analysis,
questionnaire survey and interviews, as well as scientific comparisons and summaries.
Examined from a research point of view, the dissertation is fully structured for scientific
treatment of the research problem and for the creation of the conditions and prerequisites for
achieving the main objective.

The bibliography consists of 355 literature sources, including 254 scientific works and 101
internet sources. The excellent knowledge of the literature in the research field and the
precise citation of the information sources in the text and in the bibliographic references
should be noted as well.

12. Evaluation of the scientific and applied results and contributions
The main theoretical, methodological and scientific and applied results and contributions to
the scientific field of Economics of Tourism found in the dissertation thesis are objectively
formulated in the submitted report and can be strongly agreed with the claims for their
presence in the dissertation. They could be summarized as follows:
IV. Scientific and theoretical results and contributions:

1. Formulated and systematised concepts and clarified basic principles and
concepts for global cultural transformations and the concept of the new
paradigm of cultural tourism.

2. Systematised theoretical aspects and clarified the link between cultural
identity and sustainable cultural tourism in the context of local and global
issues.
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3. Further development and enrichment of the theory related to the impact of
digitalization and information and communication technologies on the
sustainable development of cultural tourism.

V. Scientific and methodological results and contributions:

1. Defined approach to exploring cultural identity as a factor in the development
of an identity-based economy.

2. Development and approbation of an author's model for promoting regional
cultural identity and achieving sustainable cultural tourism.

V1. Applied results and contributions:

5. Based on the study of the parameters for sustainable development of cultural
tourism worldwide, in Europe and in Bulgaria, an assessment of its
development in a global environment is summarised.

6. Based on the results of an empirical survey, the role of the International
Folklore Festival ‘Sea of Rhythms’, held in the city of Balchik, is defined to
promote regional cultural identity and to achieve sustainable cultural tourism.

7. The main trends and challenges for the development of sustainable cultural
tourism with a focus on changes adapted to the requirements of tourists for the
cultural products are systematized.

8. Opportunities for the future development of sustainable cultural tourism in the
global space have been opened up, with a focus on the diversity of initiatives,
projects and programmes for the future development of the sector and taking
into account the advantages of significant concepts such as European Capitals
of Culture and Transnational Cultural Routes.

13. Evaluation of the scientific publications on the dissertation topic
Thirty-eight publications on the dissertation topic are presented, respectively: 1 monograph,
1 book, 16 scientific articles published in indexed journals and journals with scientific peer-
review and 20 scientific reports from national and international scientific forums. These
publications on the dissertation topic provide adequate dissemination of the achieved results
in the scientific literature.

14. Evaluation of the author’s summary of the dissertation thesis
The author’s summary reflects accurately and adequately the dissertation thesis as a structure
and contents.

15. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions
| don't have critical remarks. My only recommendation is related to the even wider
promotion of the study and research results of the dissertation to the public society and
potential stakeholders in order to use its results for the purpose of improving the National
Tourism Development Policy in Bulgaria.
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16. Conclusions
In conclusion, | believe that the presented dissertation thesis fully meets the requirements for
awarding ‘Doctor of Sciences’ degree to the candidate. It contains the respective scientific
and applied contributions to the scientific field, as well as it is based on an innovative
research approach, which allows me to praise the conducted research and to recommend to
the honourable Evaluation Board to award to Prof. Dr. Tanya Petrova Parusheva ‘Doctor of
Sciences’ degree in the scientific filed of Economics and Management (Tourism).

01.02.2021
Sofia Prof. Dr. Christina Nikolova
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