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3a gucepTaumaTa Ha AHapen byHaxKynoB 3a npuaobrBaHe Ha HayyHaTa cTeneH SOKTOP Ha
COLMONOTNYECKUTE HAYKM

oT npo¢. AHTOHWUM TogopoB., A.N.H., HOB 6barapcku yHusepcuTeT

MpeacraBeHa e gucepraumna Ha Tema ,,Bnact n sugmmoct. Kbm egHa UCTopmyecKa coumonormsa
Ha NOAUTUYECKUTE BUAMMOCTM" B 06em oT 475 cTtpaHnum n 6ubnmorpadua ot 364 3arnasus, ot
KOUTO 78 Ha uyxau esnumn. imankm npeasuna AoceraliHaTta akageMuyHa Kapuepa Ha AHapen
ByHAXKyN0B, TOBA M3CNeABaHE e pe3y/aTaT Ha Ab/rOrogMLWHN U NOCNe0BaTEeIHU YCUANA, YacT
OT e4MH BeYye A0CTaTb4Y4HO AbAblr NpodecnuoHaneH NbT. AHApPen byHOKYN0B cam cnogensa ToBa:
,Hauanomo Ha uscnedsaHemo 6e nocmaseHo npe3 90-me 200UHU C pa3enexcoaHemo Ha
O0bpPHABHUSA COYUAAU3BM 8 CMAAUHUCMKUA My 8UO KAMO ,,CMO/Y4Y/U80 pa3u2paHa ymonus”,
lMpemuHasaliku npe3 aHaau3a Ha 06pamHuA npexoo om NOCMCMAAUHUCMKU COUUAAU3bM KbM
mMymuparn, HeonubepasneH KANUMAnAuU3svM, Mo 308bPWEA C MOCMAasAHemo Ha 8bMpPOCca 3a
Kanumanusma, MUcseH npes ucmopudyecku epaHuyu.”

KaKTo aBTOp®bT 3aABABA, ,,M08A € 0rum 3a KOHUernmyasHo, cmpameauyecku HaCo4eHo
uscnedsaHe”, ,,u3canedsaHe Ha epaHuyama Mmexoy coyuoao2us Ha NoaumMuUKama u coyuonoaus
Ha nybauyHocmma“.

3HauYMMOCT Ha uU3caegBaHuA npobaem

O6unyaitHo e fa ce 3ano4YHe CbC 3HAYMMOCTTA Ha M3cneaBaHma npobsiem. TyK Lie 3anoYHa C
TOBAa, Ye He CTaBa AyMa 3a HAKAKbB OTAe/leH Npobaem, a 3a uana npobsemaTvka Ha eaHa
Hay4Ha obs1acT — uctopuyeckaTa coumonorua. Cmsatam, ye B bbarapus Tasm HayyHa obnact
OCTaBa HeJ0pPa3BUTA UM MO-CKOPO MO HABUK UM 06O Cbrnacue NpM3HaBame 3a TakaBa He
CaMo HeA, HO M Pa3/INYHM Pa3HOBMAHOCTM Ha MNOAUTUYECKATa MCTOPUA N UCTOPUYECKATa
nonutonorua. ETo 3alio HammMpam nNpeacTaBeHaTa AMCEePTaLMA 33 MHOTO BayKHa, 3aLL0TO
TpeTupa egHa HeA0CTaTbYHO paspaboTeHa B Bbarapusa npobaemaTrka, KOATO € 3HaYMMa Halt-
BeYe KaTo MACTO 3a KOHCTPyMpaHe Ha pa3bupaHe Ha AHEWHOTO 06LLEeCcTBO M NOIUTUKA Ypes
pa3bupaHeTo Ha TEXHUTE UCTOPUKO-KYATYPHN OCHOBAHMA.

O60CHOBaHOCT Ha LennuTe U 3agaunTte B AUCEPTaALMOHHUA TPYA.

AHppei ByHaKynoB onpeaens Taka cBOSA NPeAMET: ,,M10AUMUYecKama 8/acm, KOHCOAUOUPAHA
U OP2aHU3UPAHA 8 CrieyughuyHU PEXUMU U KapMUHU Ha suoumocm/nybaudyHocm 8 maxHama
ucmopu4ecka rnpoussedeHocm”. LlanoTo nscnensaHe, BHUMaATENHO GOPMYANPAHUTE LENUN U
3a/1a4M, KAKTO M KOHCTPYKLMATA HA 06eMHUA TEKCT, NPeACTaBALl, Pa3CbXXAEHNETO U
3aK/Il0MEeHMATA, CbOTBETCTBAT HAa TO3U NpeaMmerT. ,Llle ce onumam 0a NOKAaXa KaK Ype3
npenauMaHuAmMa u 83aUMHUMe 0rnocpedABaHUA HA PA3AUYHU CUMBOSHU hopMu —
UKOHOMUYECKU, MoAUMuUYecKuU, peau2uo3Hu, MpasHU — ce pou3sexo0am pasaudHu PEXUMU HA



suoumocm/nybaudyHocm npe3 Npusmama Ha rnopeouuya nospamHuU MoYKu, (poKycupauyu
mpaHcgopmayuume Ha pexcuMmume Ha 8U3yasau3upaHe Ha 8AACMMA U NoaAuUMUKama,
HaMUupauwU u3pas 8 UCMopuYecKu crneyuduyHU KapmuHuU Ha sudumocm®, otbenassa olle
aBTOPBbT. KOHCTPYKUMATA Ha M3cneaBaHeTo mobuamsmnpa nocaenosaTesiHoO U B 060CHOBaHa
cucTemMa MoHATMA KaTo ,BUAMMOCT”, ,,nyBANYHOCT, ,pexumn Ha suagmmoct/nybamyHoct”,
,MOBPATHM TOYHU" — TEKCTHT AEMOHCTPUPA CUCTEMATUYHO, MUHGOPMUPAHO, A0PU NESAHTUYHO
paboTaTta c NOHATUATA M HAMMPAM TOBa 3a OT/IMYEH NPMMep 3a paboTa B LUMPOKOTO Nose Ha
COLMANHUTE U XYMAHUTAPHUTE HaYKW.

CboTBeTcTBME MeXAay usbpaHata MeTo4010rMA U NocTaBeHaTa uen

AHapeli ByHOKYN10B KOHCTPYMPa CBOA NPeAMET Ha U3cneBaHe 3aegHo ¢ meTogo1ormaTa. B
TO3M CMUCBH/1 CbOTBETCTBMETO MEXKAY ABETE HA NOANIEKM Ha CbMHEHME, a u3bpaHaTa
MeTOZ0N0rMMYHa CUCTEMA, 3aLLL0TO CTaBa Ayma 3a CMCTEMA, a He 33 M36paHn U cbbpaHu meToaMm,
NPOM3TMYa OT NOCTaBEHUTE M3CNea0BaTeNCKM Lenn. KaTo usano npeacTaBeHUAT TeKCT
LEeMOHCTpMpa eaHa ybeguTenHa v WMpPOKa MeToa0/10rMyecka KyaTypa.

AHppen ByHaKynos mobuamsmpa n KOMGUHMpPA METOL0N0TUATA Ha Pa3NYHK obaacTu. Ho ot
rnefHa TOYKa Ha npegMmeTa cv M 0cobeHO NPM aHaNN3a Ha eAHU LLEHTPaNeH BbMNPOC Ha
HEeroBoTO M3cneaBaHe — 06LLECTBOTO, CAMOHapPUYaLLO Ce ,pPeasieH coumann3bm”, B MbpBaTa Ccu
dopma 0603HaYaBaHO KaTo ,,CTAa/IMHU3BM", HO B MHOTO ApYrK cay4yau (HenpaBuUHO cnopes,
aBTOPA) HapMYaHO NPOCTO KOMYHM3bM. MMEHHO B Ta3n HaCOKa, KOATO HamuMpam 3a ocobeHo
NNoA0TBOPHA, aBTOPBT M3bnpa M KOMBUHMUPA ,,meopuama Ha NocpedHUYecKume cmpykmypu,
heHoMeHo02u4eCcKUmMe U3cned8aHuA Ha 8UOUMOCMMA, MPEeX08UA AHAAU3 8 pa3sumMama om
HacC 8epcuA HO cCbYemaHue Ha meopuama Ha deeya-mpexca (actornetwork-theory) Ha bpyHo
Jlamyp u aHanu3za Ha lNuep bypoulio Ha coyuaaHume nosaema u mpexu”.

LLle nob6aBs cbLLo, Ye aBTOPBT TbPCU OTFOBOP Ha NopeamLa OT MeTO4010rM4Yeckn Bbnpocu, bes
[la NpeAnocTaBA TEXHUAT OTrOBOP, KOETO OTHOBO, CMATaM, FTOBOPM 32 BUCOKA METOL,0/10TMYECKa
KY/AITYpa, HO CbLU0 M 33 U3C/lef0BaTeNCKa YeCTHOCT: ,,OmKb0e npousmu4yam mpyoHocmume npu
dehuHUpaHeMo Ha omHoweHuAMa eanacm — suoumocm — nybauyHocm? Kak enacmma, u
KOHKpemHo noaumuyeckama eaacm, nopaxoa sudumocmu, a sudumocmma — esnacm? Kakeo
npedcmassnaea caMmomo omHouweHue 8aacm — eudumocm? 3auy0 Hecogume esnemMeHmu He
mMozam 0a ce pazenexc0am omxkbcHamo eduH om dpye?" Tesn Bbnpocu AHapen byH»kaynos
nocTaBA, TbPCY OTFOBOPM B CBOUTE PA3CHKAEHMA M NO30BaBaHMA, HO 3ae4HO C TOBa
KOHCTpyunpa 1 cBoeTo paszbupaHe n obAcHeHMe.

Cpepn, meTofon0rMyeckmTe cn n3bopm aBTOP®T U3THKBA CbLLO ,,[ICUXOAHAAUMUYHUME U
coyuoaHanuUMu4YHuUmMe UHCMmpymeHmu, paspabomeHu Ha 0OCHO8aMA HA ,,COUUOAHAAUMUYHUA
o0bpam” e coyuonozusma Ha bypdutio om cpedama Ha 90-me 200UHU U Hezosume ro-
cemHewHU npoodvb/xeHuUs — e0HO aKMyasaHo U 3HaYUMO U3C1e008amMesICKO rose, pa3sueaHo
om [1n1080uBCKAMA COUUOAHAAUMUYHA WKOAA, PA3KPUBAU,0 HOBU MOOCMBIIU KbM
uscnedsaHuAMa Ha Kpusume Ha buozpaguyHUMe U ucmopuyecKkume pa3Kasu u



,CaAMOHacneossaHemo” Ha npexooHuUme eaumu”. No3oBaBaHeTO Ha KoJsiernte cu ot MioBaus,
KOWTO HaUCTMHA OCHOBAxa Hay4Ha LWKo/a B 6b/irapckaTta coOLMON0r1A, NOKa3Ba N3TbHYEH YCET U
aKaAeMWUYHO AOCTOMHCTBO, Ka4ecTBa, BUHArM He0bXoAMMM 3a eIHO YCMNELIHO Hay4YHO
HayMHaHue.

HayuHu npuHOCH Ha AUCEPTaLUOHHUA TPYA,.

ABTOPBT popmynpa B CaMooLLeHKaTa cu B aBTopedepaTa 6 Hay4HU NPUHOCA, KOMTO KATo LAN0
npvemam 3a ybeanTenHo 3aWmnTeHuN.

CbrnaceH cbm, Ye uUscnenBaHeTo oYepTaBa ,Ho80 NMpobaemMHO rosae — mosa Ha ucmopuvyeckama
Coyu0sa02UA HA NoaAUMUYEcKUme 8uduUMOoCMU, HOMUPAWO Ce Ha 2PaHULAMa Mexoy
Coyu0a02UAMA HA NOAUMUKAMA U COYU0A02UAMA Ha nybauyHocmma” NMpuemam, ye 3aeHo
TOBa ca pa3paboTeHM OCHOBHUTE MY NOHATUA KaTO U3C/1e40BaTeNCKU MHCTPYMEHTHU:
,ApusudHocmu”, ,,eudumocmu” u ,,kKapmuHu Ha sudumocm”, uzgedeHu om obsaacmma Ha
(heHOMeHOo102U4eCKUA aHaAU3 Ha BUOUMOCMMA, COYUOAHAAU3ama U ncuxoaHanu3ama,
meopuama Ha nocpedHuUYecKUme CmpyKkmypu, MpPexcosus aHanu3".

CbLLo TaKa npuemam, ye e gedmHUpaHa ycnewHo 1 ybeantenHo ,mpuadamad noaumu4ecKko —
noAuMuUKa — noauMuUYecKa eaacm®.

Ho ocobeHo oueHABaM KaTo NOCTUXKEHME aHa/IM3a Ha KanuTan3ma Kato obLecTso, NoaNTMKA
N UKOHOMMKaA. AHApel byHAXKYN0B pasrnexaa ,uHeepcuama eaacm —» uOUMOCM Kamo u3pas
HQ UHBepcuUAMAa rnoaAuUMuUKa - UKOHOMUKA 8 MOOepHOMO Kanumasnucmu4yecko obu,ecmso”,
KOeTo e, cnopes, MeHe, MHOBATMBEH NOAXO0A, B AHEWHNA AebaT Aa KanuTannsma, CBbp3aH U
CnefBal, B HAKAKbB CMUCHA AebaTa 32 KOMyHM3Ma. M0 HAKAaKbB HaYMH BPBLLAHETO KbM
MOHATMETO 3a CTOKOB GETULIN3BM, KOETO UFPae OCHOBHA PO/A B TeopusaTa Ha Mapkc 3a
KanuTannama u KoeTo CTaBa BCe N0-06CbXKAaHOo B AHeWwHUA aebaT 3a 6baeLeTo Ha
Kanutanuama, e £o6po NocTuKeHue B NpeacTaBeHMa TeKcT. CmAaTam GopmyamMpaHua n CBbp3aH
C ApyruTe WecTu NPUHOC KaTo 0cobeHo ybeauTeneH: ncnenBaHeTo n3nmsa ,omessvo
MUC/IEHEMO HA Kanumanusma kamo ,,6e3kpatiHo adanmusHa cucmema” u ,,npepaxcoaHua” om
eO0uH mun 8 Opya2“ u hopmynupa npedcmasa 3a KANUMAAU3MA KAMO ,,CUH2YAAPEH
KanumanussmM*“, c Hezogume eKCrnaH3upawu 8 pasauyHU cpedu U CoYUanHU noaema cucmemHu
epekmu”.

Mpuremam CbLo TaKa M KaTo MHOBATMBEH NOAXOAbLT HAa aHANM3 Ha ,MOCTTOTAIMTapHUAY Npexos,
KaTo Npo3payHa NPoMsHa ,,0m momanumapuzovm U ObpPHABHA UKOHOMUKA KbM 0eMOKPayusa u
nasap” Kamo kapmuHa Ha sudumocm®”. Cnopep, aBTopa ,,3a0 udeosnozemama
L,hocmmomanumapeH npexod” ce KPUAM MHOXECMa80 rPexoou 8 pa3Au4YHU acrnekmu u Ha
pasnu4yHU pasHUwa”. NMPUHOCHT HA AMcepTaumATa B Ta3M HACOKA € HECbMHEH, TOM HU AaBa
HOBO pa3bupaHe 3a ,,cnyunnoto ce” B bbarapua cneg 1989 r., KaTo CbLLLEBPEMEHHO € U
pa3BuTUE Ha Beve Ny6aMKyBaHM TeKcToBe Ha AHApel byHaxKynos no Tasu npobnematuka.



ABTOpPBT Npeanara n cBoe pasbupaHe 3a Ny6AMYHOTO NPOCTPAHCTBO KaTo ,Xemepomonu4yHo
MPOCMPAHCMBO HA CUMBO/IHA 8/1CM*“, KOETO CbLLO U3T/eXAa OPUrMHaNAHO, MaKap B Tasu
TemaTuKa Aa oueHABam cobcTBeHaTa CM KOMMNETEHTHOCT KaTo OrpaHuyeHa.

Ho mora ga O606LLI,F|, 4e NPUHOCUTE B TOBa U3CseaBaHe Mmorat ga ce onunwaTt n MHa4ve, Kato
AONb/IHEHNE KbM KAa3aHOTO:

- B meToponoruaTta: HabaoaeHWe Ypes npocaeaaBaHe Ha NOBPATHU TOYKM (turning
points) Ha UCTOPUYECKN TPAHCHOPMALMM HA PEKMMUTE HA BNACT — BUAUMOCT —
ny6/M4HOCT.

- B TeopwuaTa Ha BnacTTa: pasbupaHeTo Ha c4BOABAHMATA BIACT — BUAMMOCT € He B
pa3rneXxXgaHeTo UM B NIOCKOCTTA HA NPUYUHUTE U CNeaCTBUATA, @ HA CUMBOHOTO
CbOTHACAHE, OrneXXgaHe Ha eAnH CBAT B APYr — KaTO OTHOLIEHWA HA OCMOPBAHe, KPU3a,
0o6paTHa AOMMHALMA, MPU KOETO eANH CBAT, NPUBMAHO BAACTBALL, HAA APYr, CE OKA3Ba
AOMMUHUPAH OT HEro

- B TeopwusaTa Ha NOAIUTUYECKOTO: apryMeHTUPAHETO, Ye ,,MoAUMUYEeCKomo ce 3apaxoa u
npudobusa ceoama cusa 8 nybauyHama cgpepa Kamo nybauyeH aKkm®*, ye
,ybaAu4HOCMMa e ycnosue 3a 8b3MOXCHOCM HA 0AUMUYEeCcKomo, noaumuKkama,
nosaumMuUYyeckama 8a1acm — Ho He 00CMamwv4Ho ycnosue”.

- B peduHMpaHeTo Ha NoAMTUKATA: KaTo Npegnara pasbumpaHe 3a Tpyaa Ha
npodecnoHanHMA NONNUTUK, KOUTO CAKaLL ,HAMA Npedmem, KaKb8Mmo Uma mpyobm Ha
pabomHuka 8 eOHO npednpuamue usau 0opu Ha OUPEKMOpPA Ha Mosa rnpednpusmue, d
HezosuAmM npedmem u cmoliHocm ce u3pas3asam u usmepsam ¢ MobuauszupaHume u
Kanumasnu3upaHu enacose Ha u3bopu, popmupaHemo Ha obujecmseHu npedcmasu u
Haznacu, uspabomeaHemo U peanu3upaHemo Ha noaUMuUKU 8 pa3auvyHu obaacmu —
UKOHOMUKQ, 06pa3osaHue, 30paseonas3saHe U rp., Kamo npeomem Ha crieyuguyeH uo
mpy0 no ynpaicHA8aHemo Ha eaacm®.

My6ankauum no AMcepTaLMOHHUA TPYA U LLUTUPAHUA

B noakpena Ha npeanoxeHna guceptaumoHeH Tpya AHgpeit byHaxKynos nocoysa 11
nyb6AnKaumm, CTaTMm B PEHOMMUPAHN HAaYYHW U3LaHUA ABE OT KOMUTO B Yy*KOMHA HA GPEHCKU M
aHMIMACKM e3num. Ho B AoNbHEHNE KbM Te3m Ny6NKALNUK Le KaXKa, Ye TOM e NO3HaT OTAaBHa
aKageMuyeH aBTop, y4acTBasl € B Pa3/IMYHN KONEKTUBHM NYBAMKALMM M NPOEKTU, MHOTOKPATHO
Ca ce N030BaBa/IN Ha HEroBM TeKcTose. TOM CM e N3BOKBAN UMe Ha MHOBATUBEH N KOPEKTeH
nscnegosarten cpes 6bArapckmTe COLMONO3N.

MHeHUA, NPenopbKU U 6enexku

[a ce napat NpocTo NPenopbKU UK OTAENHWN BenexKkm No eanH TOIKOBA MalLabeH KaTo
MUCNEHE M KaTo TeKCTOBM 0bem Tpya, e paboTa Heneka, NbK M BUHArM we 6bae 4acTU4Ha,
HeA0CTaTbyHa, CAKAW NoAueHABala HanpaBeHoTo. Pa3bupa ce, Ye TaKbB TEKCT, pe3ynTaT oT
NPOAB/IKUTENHO U3C/Ie[BaHE, MOXKe M TpAbBa Aa 6bAe NOANOKEH HA KPUTUKATA Ha Hay4YHaTa



06LLI,HOCT, 34 6'b£|,e MHTEPUOPU3NPAH OT HEA, Aa 3aKnBee B KONEKTUBHUA U3CNE€A0BaATE/ICKU
KUBOT.

MoeTo CTaHOBMLLE € OT NO3ULUUTE Ha MONUTO/IOT U 3aTOBA BEPOATHO MHOFO OT aCNeKTUTE Ha
TOBa M3CNeABaHe U HErOBMA TEKCT Ca OCTaHa/IM U3BbH MOETO BHUMAHME. [MbK 1 B HAKOM
OTHOLWIEHMA MOATa KOMNETEHTHOCT B COLMONONMATA € HECPAaBHMMO NO-0rpaHMYeHa B CpaBHEHUE
C Ta3n Ha aBTOpa Ha U3cneaBaHeTO. 3aTOBa KaTo Hal-06La NpenopbKa U KPUTUUYHU BenerkKku
MOra Aa nocoya ABe Hela:

- Wsrnexpa uscnensaHeTo Han-o6LLO e B NapagmMrmaTta Ha COUMaNHUA KOHCTPYKTUBU3BM,
MaKap npes np1M3marta Ha Helllo, KOETO MOXKEM A3 Ha30BEM BEPOATHO HEOMAPKCUCTKM
noctmoaepHusbm. CTpyBa mu ce, Ye e Aobpe aa ce ekcnanumpa ¢unocodcekara, He
CaMo COLMO/IOTMYecKaTa, Napaaurma Ha nsbpaHus noaxos n Aa ce HasoBe, BEPOATHO
no-noAxoAALL0 OT MeHe.

- ToBa u3cneaBaHe HenpemeHHo TpsabBa Aa ce Nyb6anKyBa, HO B TaKbB C/ly4ald, ako ce MMa
npeaBua He Camo TACHO creuunanmMsmMpaHa, Ho No-WKnpoka obpasosaHa NybauKa, B
peanua ciyyam M3non3BaHUAT e3UK MOXKe Aa 6bae BUAAH KaTo XepMeTUYeH U TPyAeH 3a
pasbupaHe. EgBa nm ToM Mmoxke Aa ce ,,onpoctu”, Ho 61 buno gobpe aBTOPHLT Aa MMa
npeasua ToBa.

3aKknouyeHue

OcTaBam 3a HaKpaﬁ HEeLWOo, KOeTo Mu ce CTpyBa ocobeHo ronsma 3aCayra Ha TO3U TEKCT —
NOCTaBAHETO Ha ,,BbMNPOCa 3a cneu,md)MKaTa Ha couMnonorm4eckma nogxod Kbm nosINTUKaATa, B
ymnaATo obsacT ce pa3nonara " HaCtoAWOTO U3cnegBaHe,; 3a MACTOTO U CTATyTa HA COULMUONI0TUATA
Ha MNOJIUTUKATA B PaMKUTE Ha COUUATHUTE U NMO-KOHKPETHO Ha COUMUO/10TNM4eCKaTa HayKa”.
CmATam nscnegBaHeTo Ha U3KAKUYUTENHO cepmno3eH NpMHOC He NPOCTO B COUMNONOTNATA Ha
NO/INTUKATA, HO B COUUATHUTE U XYMAHUTAPHUTE HAYKN M306LLI,O.

3aTtoBa cmATam, Ye KaTo pe3yntat ot AbAroroguiHo, 3aﬂ,'bf|60‘-IEHO, KayeCTBeHO, KOPEKTHO U
OPUTUHANTHO HAay4YHO n3cneaBaHe, Tasv guceptaumna nma BCUYKMU KavyeCTBa HAa HAy4YeH TpyA 3a
npmp,o6MBaHe Ha Hay4YHaTa CTeneH AOKTOP Ha COLMONOTNYECKUTE HAYKN.

Lo

npod. AHTOHUI ToA0pPOB, A.N.H.



(English version, however not in Shakespearean English)

Statement

for the dissertation of Andrey Bungjulov presented for the obtention of Higher Doctoral degree
(Dr. Hab.) in Sociology

prof. Antony Todorov, Dr. Hab., New Bulgarian University

A thesis entitled “Power and Visibility. Towards a Historical Sociology of Political Visibility” is
presented in a volume of 475 pages and a bibliography of 364 titles, of which 78 in foreign
languages. Taking into account Andrey Bundjulov's academic career, this study is the result of
quite long and consistent efforts, a part of an already long professional career. Andrey
Bundjulov himself says this: “The beginning of the study was put in the 1990s with the
discussion of state socialism in its Stalinist form as a “successful utopia”. Going through the
analysis of the reverse transition from post-Stalinist socialism to altered, neoliberal capitalism,
it ends with putting the question of capitalism thought throughout its historical boundaries.”

As the author states, “this is an attempt of conceptual, strategic-oriented research,” “an
exploration of the boundary between sociology of politics and sociology of public sphere.”

Importance of the research problem

It is normal to begin with the significance of the research problem. Here | will begin with the
fact that it is not a single problem, but an entire problematic area of a scientific field — the
historical sociology. | believe that in Bulgaria this scientific field remains underdeveloped, or
rather by habit or common consent, we recognize not only it but also different varieties of
political history and historical political science as a kind of historical sociology. That is why |
consider the presented thesis very important because it treats an underdeveloped field in
Bulgaria, which is especially important as a basis for the construction of an understanding of
present society and politics through the understanding of their historical and cultural grounds.

Basis of the objectives and tasks of the dissertation.

Andrei Bundjulov defines his subject as “the political power, consolidated and organized in
specific regimes and images of visibility / publicity in their historical work”. The whole study,
the carefully formulated goals and tasks, as well as the construction of the large text,
presenting the reasoning and the conclusions, correspond to the subject. “I will try to show how
different modes of visibility / publicity are produced through intertwining and mutual
mediations of different symbolic forms - economic, political, religious, legal - through the prism
of a series of turning points focusing on the transformations of the regimes of visualization of
power and politics, which are reflected in historically specific pictures of visibility,” notes the
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author. The construction of the study mobilizes coherently and in a well-founded system a set
of concepts such as “visibility”, “publicity / public sphere”, “visibility / publicity modes”, and all
quite accurately — the text demonstrates systematically, proficiently, even meticulously the

work with the concepts and | find this as an excellent example work in the broad field of social

and human sciences.
Correspondence between the chosen methodology and the research goals

Andrey Bundjulov constructed his subject of research together with the methodology. In this
sense, the correspondence between the two is unquestionable, and the chosen methodological
system, because it is a system, and not a set of selected and collected methods, derives from
the specified research goals. In general, the presented text demonstrates a convincing and
comprehensive methodological culture.

Andrey Bundjulov mobilizes and combines the methodology of different fields. But from the
point of view of his subject, and especially in the analysis of a central issue of his research, the
society, self-called “real socialism”, in its initial form, referred to as "Stalinism", but in many
other cases (incorrectly according to the author) called communism. In this prospect, which |
find particularly fruitful, the author chooses and combines “the theory of intermediary
structures, phenomenological studies of visibility, network analysis in the developed version of
a combination of Bruno Latour's actor-network theory and Pierre Bourdieu’s analysis of social
fields and networks.”

| would also add that the author seeks to answer a series of methodological questions, without
presupposing their answer, which, again, | think, expresses prominent methodological culture
but also research honesty: “Where do the difficulties arise in defining the relations of power —
visibility — public sphere? How does power, and specifically political power, generate visibility,
and visibility - power? What is the attitude power - visibility? Why cannot his elements be
detached from one another?” Andrey Bundjulov puts all these questions, seeks answers in his
reasoning and references, but also constructs his understanding and explanation.

The author also points out among his methodological choices “the psychoanalytic and socio-
analytical instruments developed on the basis of the socio-analytical development in Bourdieu's
sociology from the mid-1990s and his later extensions - an up-to-date and significant research
field developed by the Plovdiv socio-analytical school that reveals new approaches to crises
research of biographical and historical narratives and the “self-succession” of the transitional
elites. The reference to his colleagues from Plovdiv, who founded a scientific school in Bulgarian
sociology, shows a stylish sense and academic dignity, qualities always necessary for a
successful scientific endeavor.

Scientific contributions of dissertation work

The author formulated in his self-assessment six scientific contributions, which | generally
consider convincingly defended.



| agree that the research shapes “new problematic field — that of the historical sociology of the
political visibility, located at the boundary between the sociology of politics and the sociology of
publicity.” | accept that the research also constructed its basic concepts as research tools:
“visibility” and “visibility images” derived from the field of the phenomenological analysis of the
visibility, the socio-analysis and the psychoanalysis, the theory of intermediary structures, the
network analysis”.

| also accept that the “triad of political - politics - political power” has been successfully and
convincingly defined.

But | especially appreciate as an achievement the analysis of capitalism as a society, politics and
economy. Andrey Bundjulov observes “the inversion of power = visibility as an expression of
the inversion of politics > economy in the modern capitalist society,” which in my view is an
innovative approach in the present debate on the capitalism connected and following in some
sense the debate on communism. In a way, the return to the notion of commodity fetishism,
which plays a major role in Marx's theory of capitalism, and which is increasingly discussed in
today's debate on the future of the capitalism, is a good achievement in the presented text. |
consider the formulated sixth contribution, connected with the other six contributions, to be
particularly convincing: the study goes beyond “the thinking of capitalism as ‘interminably
adaptive system’ and a set of ‘reincarnations’ from one type to another and formulates an idea
of one “singular capitalism” with its expanding system effects in different environments and
social fields.”

| also accept as an innovative approach the analysis of the “post-totalitarian” transition as a
transparent change ‘from totalitarianism and state economy to democracy and market’ as a
picture of visibility.” According to the author, “behind the ideological ‘post-totalitarian
transition’ there are many transitions in different aspects and at different levels.” The
contribution of the dissertation in this direction is clear, it gives us a new understanding of what
has happened in Bulgaria since 1989, as well as it is the development of already published texts
by Andrei Bundjulov on this issue.

The author also offers his understanding of the public space as a “heterotopic space of symbolic
power”, which also seems original, although in this subject | appreciate my own competence as
a limited one.

But | can summarize that the contributions to this study can be described in another way, in
addition to what has been said:

- Inthe methodology: an observation by tracking the turning points of the historical
transformations of power regimes - visibility - publicity.

- -Inthe theory of power: the understanding of the power-vision pairings is not in as a
relation between causes and consequences, but in the symbolic referencing, glancing at
one world in another - as a relationship of contest, crisis, reversed domination, where
one world , apparently dominating over another, is in fact dominated by the latest.
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- -Inthe theory of political: the argument that “the political emerges and gains its power
in the public sphere as a public act”, that “publicity is a condition for the possibility of
the political, the politics, the political power - but not a sufficient condition.”

- - In defining politics: by offering an understanding of the work of the professional
politician, which seems to be “not the subject of what the work of the employee in an
enterprise or even the director of that enterprise has, but its subject and value are
expressed and measured by the mobilized and capitalized electoral voices, the
formation of public perceptions and attitudes, the elaboration and implementation of
policies in various fields - economy, education, health care, etc., as a subject of a specific
labor of exercise of power.”

Publications and citations

In support of the proposed dissertation, Andrey Bundjulov points to 11 publications, articles in
respectable scientific journals, two of which published abroad in French and English. But in
addition to these publications | will say that he is a long-known academic author, has
participated in various collective publications and projects, academics have repeatedly relied on
his texts. He has gained the name of an innovative and correct researcher among the Bulgarian
sociologists.

Comments, recommendations and remarks

It is difficult to give simple recommendations or separate notes on a work as large as reasoning
and text, and it will always be partial, inadequate, as even undervaluing what has been done. Of
course, such a text, resulting from a long-lasting study, can and should be subject to the critique
of the scientific community, to be internalized by it, to live in the collective research life.

My opinion is as a political scientist, and so probably many of the aspects of this study and its
text have remained out of my attention. And in some respects, my competence in sociology is
incomparably more limited than that of the author of the study. Therefore, as a general
recommendation and critical remarks, | can mention two things:

- It seems that the study is generally in the paradigm of social constructivism, however
through the call probably Neo-Marxist postmodernism. It seems to me that it is good to
explain the philosophical, not only the sociological, paradigm of the chosen approach
and to name it, probably more appropriate than me.

- This study must necessarily be publishedprism of something that we may

-, butin that case, if the target is not only a narrowly specialized but a wider educated
audience, in a number of cases the language used can be seen as hermetic and difficult
to understand. It is hardly possible to “simplify” it, but it would be good for the author
to keep this in mind.



Conclusion

| leave behind something that seems to me to be a great merit of this text - putting “the
guestion of the specifics of the sociological approach to the politics in which this study is
located; about the place and the status of the sociology of politics in the context of social and,
in particular, sociological science.” | consider this research to be an extremely serious
contribution not only in the sociology of politics but in the social and human sciences in
general.

Therefore, | believe that as a result of a long, thorough, qualitative, correct and original
scientific research, this dissertation has all the qualities of scientific work to acquire the
scientific degree of a Doctor of Sociological Sciences.

Antony Todorov, professor, Dr. Hab.
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