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CTAHOBUIIE

Or:  jou. 1-p Mopnan Cumeonos Edrumos
HOB FbJIT'APCKHU YHUBEPCUTET
Teopus u ucmopus Ha 1umepamypama

OTHOCHO:  AMCEpTAaLMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPHUCHXKIaHE Ha 00pa3oBaTelHa U HayuyHa
CTEIEH ,A0KTOP* 110 Hayuna cneyuarnocm B Y HCC.

ABTOp Ha JUCEpPTALMOHHUS TPYA: MAX FTEPTOBA BFOUYEBA
Tema Ha THCEPTAITMOHHMS TPYI: Juckypcno koncmpyupane Ha obpasza Ha
Bvneapus 6 anenoesuunu nomenucu (1900-2017)

Ocnoeanue 3a MpeaACTaBAHC HAa CTAHOBUIICTO: YUACTHUC B CbCTABA HAa HAYYHOTO

Kypd 10 3al[¥Ta Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHMSA TPYA ChIVIacHO 3amoBex No
190/24.01.2025 na Pextopa na YHCC.

1. Uudopmanus 3a 1ucepTraHTa

JucepranThT ce € oOy4aBan MO JOKTOPCKAa MporpaMma KbM Karteapa
,Menuu W OOIIEeCTBEHM KOMYHHKauu“ KbM (QakynreT ,JIkoHomMuka Ha
undppactpykrypara“ Ha YHCC mno nHayuyHa cnenuanHocT ,,OpraHuzanus |
ylpaBlieHne W3BBbH cdepaTa Ha MaTepUaTHOTO MPOU3BOACTBO (MEAUU U
KoMyHUKaIuu)“. OOy4eHHEeTO € OCBIIECTBEHO B caMocTosiTelHa ¢dopMma Ha
oOydeHHe cpenly WHANBUYAITHO 3alljiallaHe.

2. O0ma xapaKkTepUCTHKA HA NMPeACTABEHUs JUCEPTALIMOHEH TPY/

AKTyaqHOCTTa Ha TOJOOHM H3CJIENBAHHUS € HEChbMHEHAa — OCOOCHO IMpHU
CHh3HAHUETO, Y€ HA CHBPEMEHHHUTE OBJITapu MPEICTOM OIIE U OlIe Ja ce OopAT
3a mo-100bp uMu K B EBpomna n o1 OxeaHa.

JuceprannoHHUAT Tpya € ¢ odeM 250 cTpaHWIM W MMa KilacudecKaTa
CTPYKTypa OT YBOA, TpW TJIaBH, 3akiaoueHne u buOmmorpadwus.
bubnmuorpadckoro ommcaHne Ha W3MOJ3BaHATA JUTEpaTypa BKIouBa 18
3arfaBusi Ha OBATapcKd aBTOpPU U 165 3ariaBusi Ha YyXACCTPAHHU aBTOPHU.
JIuTtuioMaHTKaTa MO3HABA KIIOYOBUTE MyOIUKAIUY IO TeMaTa Ha padoTara CH.



Tpute rnaBu pasrpplaT OTIWYHO MOCTABEHATa 1€ — OTHAYAJIO J1a CE
OMHUIIIe 3HAYECHUETO Ha €MH MpeHeOperBan *aHp — MbTENKca, CIE] TOBa Ja ce
MPEJICTAaBU MACTOTO Ha IIBTENKCA B IEPUOJMKATA U HAKpasi — OCHOBHATA IJIaBa,
KoATO € (pokycupaHa BbpXy oOpa3a Ha bbirapus B aHTJIO€3UYHH MBTEIUCH OT
Ha4anoTo Ha XX BEK J0 JCH JHEIICH.

Taka TpyabT MMa MOHE TPU TOJIEMH CBOM HacTosiBaHus. IIbpBOTO € 3a
MSICTOTO Ha IIBTENHUCHUS KAHP KATO XYJI0’KECTBEHO MPOCTPAHCTBO, HO M KaTO
CBUJECTEIICTBO 3a TpaWHU CTEpPEOTUNH 3a JApyrure. Broporo e 3a
HEOOXOAMMOCTTa OT OpasjinuaBaHE Ha TajuTpaTa OT U3AATEJIICTBA U W3JAaHUS
BB BenukoOputanus u CAIll, kouto ca mnyOiauKyBalu MaTepuaiud 3a
boearapus. U tpeToto e 6oraro ouepranusT oopa3 Ha bearapus.

Enno ot o0o0OmieHusTa Ha gucepranusrta ce ChAbpKa B TACAK,
KOMEHTHpaIll T0I00Ha JOKTOpCKa Te3a OTIPEAu MOBeYe OT JeceT TOJWHU —
uscnenaneto Ha Kpuctun JlumuTpoBa, M3maaeHO MoJ 3aryiaBueTo ,,EdupHu
MEeCHU | TaitHu ciyxou‘’: ,,Ilo Halle MHEHHE aHTJIOE3UYHUTE MEIUA HU BIKAT
TaKMBa, KAKBUTO ca TOTOBHU WJIM MPEAPa3NoJIOKEeHU aa HU BuasaT. HacTosoro
U3CJIEABAHE JIOKAJIM3MpAa M3TOUYHMKA HA MbTENHCHATA ONTHKA KbM bbirapus B
IIUPOKHUS COLIMATHO-TIOJUTUYECKA U KYJITYPEH KOHTEKCT B aBTOpOBaTa poOjHA
ctpaHa. Tyk IIpEICTaBEHOTO  M3CJIEABAHE THPCH  CHOTBETCTBUS U
3aKOHOMEPHOCTHM MEXAY TEMAaTU3UPAHETO Ha bbiarapus B aHITIUWCKU U
AMEPUKAHCKH ITbTENUCH U JIOMUHUPAIIUTE TEMU B aHTIIMUCKUS U aMEPUKAHCKHU
nyOJIMYeH HEBEH pell, MPUCHCTBAIM B NEPUOJUYHH H3JaHUS, U3Ka3BaHUS Ha
NOJINTUIU, YYEHH U JIp.

3. OneHka Ha MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHHU ¥ HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHU Pe3yJaTaTH

Hucepranusara Ha Mast boiiueBa € Oe31ieHeH MPUHOC B TTIOCOKA HA BCE T0-
I'BIHOTO OdYepTaBaHe Ha oOpa3a Ha beirapus — TO3M BT HAa OCHOBaTa Ha
JOKYMEHTaJIeH Marepual OT JUYHOCTH C pasnmmueH npobuin. Ho T4
MpEJCTaBIsiBA U — HA MECTa — M3BBHPEIHO BECEJIO M aHEKJIOTHYHO YETHUBO.
ITocTurHaTo € W3cieaBaHe, KOETO Clie/IBa HAM-TOOpPUTE TPaJWIIMU Ha camaTa
AHTJIOCAKCOHCKA XYMAaHHTApUCTUKA — TEOPUUTE MW AapryMEHTUTE Ja ca
MOJTHECEHN C €CEHCTHMYHO MAaMCTOpPCTBO ©0€3 Jla ce Halycka TMOJIETO Ha
aKaJIEMUYHOTO MHCAHE.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHHTE U HAYYHO-NIPUJIO0KHU MPUHOCH
e l3crmenBaHeTO € MOCTUTHANIO 3aJI0XKEHATA LEN J1a pas3riiela aHrjIoe3uyHaTa
II'BTENHMCHA MPOAYKIMSA 3a bearapus oT HauanoTo Ha XX B. 10 HACTOAIIETO
BHUMATEJIHO U KJIacU(UIMPAILIO.
e HampaBeHa € OI€HKa Ha NO3MIMUTE HA I[IO-3HAYMMH M3JATEICTBA Ha



IIBTENNCH B AHIIIMSA U AMEPHKA B IIOJIETO HA KYJITYPHOTO IPOU3BOACTBO C
OrjIel Ha TEXHUS COLHAIECH, WKOHOMHUYECKM M CHMBOJICH KallUTall,
MaTepuaau3upaH B KOHTAaKTU C IIOJUTUYECKUs U HUHTEIEKTYaJeH EJIuT,
TPaAULIMU U IPECTUXK.

e HanpaBeH e aHaM3 Ha MOTHUBUTE, C KOUTO MU3JATEICTBaTa C€ HaCOYBAT KbM
nbTenucu 3a bbiarapus. YcraHoBeHo Oelle, ye TEXHUTE CTpaTeruu ca
KQJIKYJIaTUBHO MOTUBUPAHHU.

e VYCTaHOBEHO €, 4Ye bbarapus npucecrBa Karo TeMa B NBTEHHUCHOTO
KHUI'OM3[1aBaHe, 3all0TO B [JaJ€H MWCTOPUYECKM MOMEHT T CTOU B
IIEpUMEThbpa Ha TI'PYIOBUTE HWHTEPECHU, KOUTO M3JAaTEICTBATA MPUIIO3HABAT
KaTO CBOM.

e [IpoBeneH e aHaJIU3 HA CHABPKAHUETO Ha U30PAaHU MMBTENUCH, TPOCIEASBALLL
IIPEJIMBAHETO HAa TEMM OTHOCHO bbiarapus OT NEpUOAUYHMUSA II€e4aT WIU
nyOIMYHHA pedH KbM IIbTENHca.

5. Onenka Ha My0JUKALMUTE MO JUCEPTANUATA
[Tyonmukanuute Ha Masi boiiueBa CHOTBETCTBAT Ha HAIIMOHATHHUTE
n3uckBanus. OChIIECTBEHU ca IJ1aBHO B Hay4yHata nepuoaunka Ha Y HCC.

6. Ounenka Ha aBTOopedepara
ABTopedepaThT penaBa OTINIHO U3CIIEA0BATEICKATa T€3a W MPUHOCUTE
Ha IOKTOpaHTKAaTa.

7. KpuTuuHu 0ej1e:KKH, MPenoOPbKU U BHIIPOCH
Tpyabt na 6b11e U3aaEH CBOEBPEMEHHO.

8. 3akiloueHue

B 3akitoueHue uckam Ja u3passi CBOETO M3ISII0 HOJO0KUTETHO MHEHHUE 3a
aucepraimoHHuss Tpyx Ha Mas I'eproBa boiueBa um na mnpenoppyaMm Ha
KoJieruTe oT Hay4HOoTo Xypu Ha YHCC na moakpensiT ycremHaTa 3aiiura Ha
JTOKTOpaHTKaTa u npuckxkaaneto u Ha OHC ,,noktop®.

10 mapt 2025 / Codpus [Mommuc: ....ooovvvviiiiiiaannnn,



YHUBEPCHUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

OPINION

From: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yordan Simeonov Eftimov
NEW BULGARIAN UNIVERSITY
Theory and history of literature

About: dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree
‘doctor’ in a scientific specialty at the UNWE.

Author of the dissertation: MAYA GERGOVA BOICHEVA
Thesis topic: Discursive construction of the image of Bulgaria in English-
language travelogues (1900-2017)

Reason for submitting the opinion: participation in the scientific jury for the
defense of the dissertation work according to Order No. 190/24.01.2025 of the
Rector of the UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The dissertation candidate studied under the doctoral program at the
Department of Media and Public Communications at the Faculty of
Infrastructure Economics of the University of National and World Economy in
the scientific specialty “Organization and Management Outside the Sphere of
Material Production (Media and Communications)”. The training was carried
out in an independent form of study against individual payment.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The relevance of such studies is undoubted - especially considering that
modern Bulgarians still have to fight for a better image in Europe and overseas.

The dissertation is 250 pages long and has the classic structure of
Introduction, three chapters, Conclusion and Bibliography. The bibliographic
description of the literature used includes 18 titles by Bulgarian authors and 165



titles by foreign authors. The graduate is familiar with the key publications on
the topic of her work.

The three chapters unfold the set goal perfectly — first to describe the
Importance of a neglected genre — the travelogue, then to present the place of
the travelogue in periodicals, and finally — the main chapter, which focuses on
the image of Bulgaria in English-language travelogues from the beginning of
the 20th century to the present day.

Thus, the work has at least three major insistences. The first is about the
place of the travelogue genre as an artistic space, but also as evidence of
enduring stereotypes about others. The second is about the need to differentiate
the palette of publishers and editions in Britain and the USA that have
published materials about Bulgaria. And the third is the richly outlined image of
Bulgaria.

One of the summaries of the dissertation is contained in a passage
commenting on a similar doctoral thesis from more than ten years ago — Kristin
Dimitrova’s study, published under the title “Air Songs and Secret Services™:
“In our opinion, the English-speaking media see us as they are ready or
predisposed to see us. The present study locates the source of the travelogue
optics towards Bulgaria in the broad socio-political and cultural context in the
author’s home country. The study presented here seeks correspondences and
regularities between the thematization of Bulgaria in English and American
travelogues and the dominant topics on the English and American public
agenda, present in periodicals, statements by politicians, scientists, etc.”

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

Maya Boycheva's dissertation is an invaluable contribution towards the
increasingly complete delineation of the image of Bulgaria — this time based on
documentary material from individuals with a different profile. But it also
represents — in places — an extremely cheerful and anecdotal reading. A study
has been achieved that follows the best traditions of the Anglo-Saxon
humanities itself — the theories and arguments are presented with essayistic
mastery without leaving the field of academic writing.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions
e The study has achieved its goal of carefully and classifying the
English-language travel writing production about Bulgaria from
the beginning of the 20th century to the present.
e An assessment has been made of the positions of more significant
travel publishing houses in England and America in the field of



cultural production in view of their social, economic and symbolic
capital, materialized in contacts with the political and intellectual
elite, traditions and prestige.

An analysis of the motives behind publishers' focus on travelogues
about Bulgaria was conducted. It was found that their strategies are
calculatively motivated.

It has been established that Bulgaria is present as a topic in travel
book publishing because at a given historical moment it stands
within the perimeter of group interests that publishing houses
recognize as their own.

An analysis of the content of selected travelogues was conducted,
tracking the transfer of topics about Bulgaria from the periodical
press or public speeches to the travelogue.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications
Maya Boycheva's publications comply with national requirements. They
were mainly published in the scientific periodicals of the UNWE.

6. Evaluation of the abstract
The abstract perfectly conveys the doctoral student's research thesis and
contributions.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions
The work must be published in a timely manner.

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, | would like to express my entirely positive opinion about
the dissertation work of Maya Gergova Boycheva and recommend to my
colleagues on the scientific jury of the UNWE to support the successful defense
of the doctoral student and her awarding of the ONS "doctor".

March 10, 2025 / Sofia Signature: ............cooeiienen..



