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OTHOCHO:  AMCEPTAlMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPHUCHXKIaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTe/iHa U HayYHA
CTEIIEH ,A0KTOP* 10 Hayuna cneyuarnocm B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha JTUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYA: Coxkon Asuc Canaxy

Tema Ha muCepTAIIMOHHHS TPY: “Drivers and Challenges for Sustainable
of Rural Development in Kosovo — on the
basis of the Skenderaj Municipality “

Ocnoeanue 3a npeacCTaBAHC Ha CTAHOBUILCTO: YUYAaCTHC B CbCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO

Kypd 10 3allUTa Ha JUCEPTAIIMOHHMS TPYya ChIyIacHO 3amoBea Ne
527/24.02.2025 r. na 3am.-pextopa mo HUJI na YHCC.

1. Undopmanus 3a q1ucepTaHTa

JuceptantbT ce € oOydaBay MO JOKTOpcka mporpama "MkoHoMuka u
ynpasieHue (ArpoOus3Hec, €eKOMKOHOMUKA)"' KbM Kameodpa «HkoHomuka Ha
npupoonume pecypcuy, buznec ¢paxynmem na YHCC no mayuna cneyuannocm
cbritacHo 3anoBen Ha PekTopa Ha YHCC Ne 1436/02.06.2021 r. O0y4eHuero e
OCBIIIECTBEHO, KAaTO JOKTOPAHT Ha CaMOCTOsITEeJIHa TOATOTOBKAa (IUIaTeHA
dbopma) npe3 nepuojaa 20.05.2021 r. - 20.05.2024 r. JlokTOopaHTa € OTYUCIIEH C
MPaBO Ha 3allUTa HA JUCEPTALMOHEH Tpy, cuutaHo oT 20.02.2025 r. - 3anoBen
Ha Pekropa Ha YHCC Ne 531/24.02.2025 roauna.

2. O0ma xapaKkTepuCTUKA HA MPeICTABEHUA TUCEPTAIUOHEH TPY/

JlokTopckara  guceprauus — NPEACTaBIsABA  CTPOMHO,  JIOTUYECKHU
KOHCTPYHUPAHO | 3abJI00YEHO u3cieaBane ¢ ooem 138 ctangapTHU CTpaHUIU U
BKJIFOYBA PE3IOME, BHBEJCHUE, OCHOBHO M3JIOKEHUE B 3 TJIaBH, 3aKIIOYCHUE U
npenopbku. CHUCHKBT Ha H3IOJI3BaHATa JnuTeparypa obxBama o6mo 101
u3ToyHuka. bubnuorpadcekara crpaBka BKIIOYBA pa3HOOOpa3HU, aBTOPUTETHU



W aKTyallHU W3TOYHMIM, KOUTO ca IUTUPAaHU KOPEKTHO, a IUTHUpaHATA
JuTepaTypa € pejieBaHTHAa KbM TeMara Ha aucepranusita. [IperncraBenu ca 3
npwiIokeHusl. TeKCThT € oHarsieaeH u ¢ 33 Tabmuiu u 19 durypu, ¢ nen mo-
roJisiMa SICHOTa U MPErJIeTHOCT.

TeMara Ha JOKTOpCKaTa AMCEPTAIUS € aKTyallHa U 3HauYMMa 3a TeOpHsiTa
U TpakTUKaTa B o0JacTTa Ha YCTOMYMBOTO Pa3BUTHE HA CEJICKUTE palOHU B
KocoBo ¢ ¢okyc Bbpxy koHKpeTHa oOmiuHa - CkeHuepall. AKTyalHOCTTa Ha
TeMara € oOycloBeHa OT chnenudukara W o0XBaTa Ha pasriexJaHara
npoOiemMaTuka 3a HEOOXOJUMOCTTa OT HapacTBaHE Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTA B
Pa3BUTHETO Ha CEJCKUTE pPaliOHU C aKIEHT BBPXY HEOO0JIaro/eTesICTBAHUTE
CeJICKM palioHu B oO1uHa CKeHiepai.

CrpykTrypaTa Ha JucepranusaTa € OajaHCMpaHa W CbOTBETCTBa Ha
oOIlIUTEe CTaHJIApTU 3a ISJIOCTHO Hay4dyHO wu3cieaBaHe. Hamuie ca sicHO
dbopmynupanu o6ma U cnenuPuyHu 1end Ha uscneasaneto. [locrtaBenu ca 5
M3CJICIOBATENICKU 3alauM U U3CIEA0BATEICKU XUMOTe3u (Xumnore3a 1 u HyleBa
XUIIOTe3a) OTHOCHO BB3JECUCTBUETO Ha 0E€3BB3ME3JIHUTE CpEeACTBA U
JUPEKTHUTE TIUIAllaHus BBPXY MPOU3BOJUTEIIHOCTTa Ha 3EMEJEIICKUTE
cTomaHcTBa B oOmuHa Ckenaepa.

OO6110TO BIIEUATICHUE OT MPEACTABEHUS AUcCepTalMoHeH Tpya Ha Cokomn
Azuc Cayaxy TOKa3Ba 3aJbJ0OYEHHM TEOPETHYHM 3HAHWSA, YMEHHS 3a
CaMOCTOSITEJTHO M3CJIEIOBATEJICKO MHCJIIEHE M KOMIIETEHTHOCT Ha aBTOpa B
KOHKPETHO IpOoy4YBaHaTa TeMa 1 HeiHaTa rnpoljaeMaTuka.

3. OueHka Ha NMOJyYeHUTEe HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHM Pe3yJITaTH

C mocraBsHeTOo Ha oOmIara H3ClenOBaTelCKa 1€, a MMEHHO Ja ce
aHaJTu3UpaT JBUTATENIUTE W  MPEIU3BUKATENICTBATa, BIUSCIIM  BBPXY
YCTOMYMBOTO pAa3BUTHE Ha ceinckute panoHn B KocoBo, aBTopa Ha
JMCEePTAIMOHHUS TPYA CBBCEM IIEJI€HACOYEHO IIOCTaBs Ha TMPEICH IUIaH
,,ka3ychT Ha oOmmHa CkeHjepail*, KosTo € ¢ HEOMOJ30TBOPEH MOTCHIIMAI 3a
pa3BUTHE Ha CEJICKUTE PAllOHM B YCJIOBHUSITa Ha TpaHCcPopMmHpalla ce KbM
YCTOMYMBOCT MKOHOMHKA. Ha Ta3sm OCHOBa ce W3BEXJAT W CUHTE3UPAHUTE
MPENOPHKU KbM 3aMHTEPECOBAHUTE CTPAHHU.

JloOpo BmeyaT/ieHWEe TpaBU W3MOI3BAHETO HAa CMECEH TOJXO]I
(KOMMYECTBEHH U KAYECTBEHU METOJM) MPU OLECHSIBAHE HA JIBHXKEIIUTE CHIIU U
MpEAU3BUKATEIICTBATA 32 [OBUIIABAHE YCTOMYMBOCTTA B Pa3BUTHUETO Ha
cesickuTe paionn B KocoBo kaTo Isi0 M KOHKpeTHO B oOmmHa CkeHaepail.
3aabI00YEHUAT EMIUPUYCH aHaIW3, KaKTO W MPOYYBAHETO HAa JOCTAThUYeH
o0eM JuTepaTypHU U3TOYHUIM JaBaT Bb3MOXKHOCT Ha IOKTOPAHTA 33 KPUTUYEH
aHaiu3, paBUJIHA UHTEpHpeTanus, GopMyaupaHe Ha 0OOCHOBaHM 3aKIIOUYEHUS
U npenopbku. Becuuko ToBa roBopu 3a ymeHuero Ha Cokxon Asuc Canaxy na



IpEACTaBs, aHAJU3HUpa U MPOBEPSBA CHIIECTBYBAIM, HO U COOCTBEHH HAYYHU
ujeH (TEOPETUYHO U EMIIMPUYHO) YpE3 HAYYHH MOJXO0U, METOIN U MOAXOASIIO0
u30paH uHCTpyMeHTapuyM. CBhIIECTBEHO IOCTOMHCTBO Ha JAMCEpTalUATa €
HEelHaTa NOYEPTAHO HAyYHA U MPAKTUKO-TIPUIIOKHA HACOUYEHOCT.

[{sanocTHaTa OLIEHKA HA TpeaaraHus JUCEPTALMOHEH TPYA KaTerOPUYHO
rOBOPH 3a BHCOKAaTa MOJrOTOBKA Ha JIUCEPTaHTa M 3a HEroBaTa CIIOCOOHOCT
[[EJICHACOYEHO Ja TMpecie/iBa PEeaIU3UPaHETO HA CIOXKHU HAay4YHH 3aJlayu.
Brorpeku ye ce onupa Ha Beue YTBbpACHA KOHIICTIIHS 32 YCTOMYMBO pa3BUTHE,
Cokon Castaxy oCMHUCIISI TBOPUECKH Bb3MOXKHOCTUTE U IIPEeIU3BUKATENICTBATa U
YCHEIIHO CE€ CTPEMHM Jla Pa3Kpue HACOKUTE 3a HapacTBaHE NOTEHLIMAJA 3a
YCTOMYMBO pa3BUTHE Ha celckuTe pailonu B KocoBo - oOumHa Ckeniepai.

4. OueHkKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHHU IPUHOCH

OCHOBHUTE MPUHOCHU MOMEHTH OT W3CJIEBAHETO C HAYYEH U HAYYHO-
IPUJIOKEH XapaKTep MOraT Ja ce CBeJaT 10 CICAHUTE!

ITvpeo, nonbiiHEHNW M OOOraTeHM ca HU3CIEABAHMATa B 00JacTTa Ha
BB3MOKHOCTUTE M TPEIM3BUKATEICTBATA TMpE] PA3BUTUETO HAa CEJICKUTE
parionn. HaTpynBaHeTo Ha HOBM 3HAHMS M HAAIPAKIAHE HA CBHIIECTBYBAILIO
HAyyHO 3HAHME JaBa BB3MOXKHOCT 3a MJIECHTU(UIMpPAHE Ha HACOKHUTE 3a
NOBHILIABAHE YCTOMUYMBOCTTAa Ha CEJICKUTE pailloHM C aKLEHT BbpXY OOIIMHA
Ckenzepaidi, KOE€TO OT Jpyra cTpaHa IOAIOMara B3€MaHETO Ha aJeKBaTHU
pElIeHNs 32 YCTOMYMBOTO MM Pa3BUTHE, U3TPa)KJIaHE HA YCTOWYMBH MOJEIIH,
OamaHCUpaHO pa3BUTHE W YNPaBICHHE B MKOHOMUYECKH, COLMAJIEH U
€KOJIOTMYEH ACTIEKT.

Bmopo, o60cHOBaH € MHOTOACHEKTHHUS XapaKTep Ha YCTOWYUBOTO
pa3BUTHE HA CEJCKUTE pailonu B obmmHa CkeHuepai, KaTo € MmocTaBeH (hokyc
BbpPXY HEOOXOAMMOCTTa OT UEJICHACOYEHU TMOJHUTHKUM U CTpaTernyecka
NOJKpena 3a MUHUMHU3UPAHE HA CTPYKTYpHU M ONEPATHBHU MNpoOieMu, 3a
NMOBUIIABAHE CTaHJApTa Ha XUBOT B CEJICKUTE PallOHM M TOANOMaraHe Ha
MPOLIECUTE, CBBP3aHU C PA3KPUBAHETO U OMOJI30TBOPSIBAHETO HA ISUIOCTHUS UM
NOTEHLHA.

Tpemo, apryMEeHTUPAHO U JIOKA3aHO €, Ye 3a pa3jihKa OT Oe3Bb3ME3IHNUTE
CpEICTBa, NMPEKTHUTE IUIALIAHUS HE JIONPHUHACIT B 3HAUYMTENIHA CTEIEH 3a
NOBUIIABAHE HA IPOU3BOJMTEIIHOCTTA HAa 3EMEICIICKUTE CTOIAHCTBA.
KopenanroHHUAT 1 pErpeCUMOHHUAT aHAIU3 J1aBaT SICHOTA 33 Bb3JAEHCTBUETO HA
I'PAaHTOBETE W JAMPEKTHUTE TUIalaHus (CyOCHIIMU) BbPXY MPOU3BOIUTEIHOCTTA
Ha 3eMeIeJICKUTE CTOMaHCTBa B o0mmHa CkeHaepai.

Yemevpmo, W3BEIECHU ca INPEHOPBKUA 3a PEANTU3UPAHE IBITOCPOYHU
YCTOMYMBHM pE3yATaTH HA OCHOBATa HA pPEATHO B3aWMOJEHUCTBHE MEXKIY
IbpXKABHUTE OPraHd M CTONAHCKUTE CTPYKTYpU M €(PEKTUBHU BBHIIHU



BB3JICUCTBUSl C YCHBBPUICHCTBAHE CTENEHTa Ha Kojadopamus MExIy
3aMHTEPECOBAHUTE CTpaHU. AprymMeHTupaHa € HeoOXOAMMOCTTa  OT
CTUMYJIMpAaHE Ha MOTHBAlMATAa 3a pPACTEK HAa MECTHOTO pa3BUTHUE, YPE3
nuBepcu(UKaAIUs HAa WKOHOMHUYECKUTE JIEMHOCTH ¥ BB3MOXKHOCTH 32
npeanprueMayecKu MHUIIMATUBY, THOBATUBHU MIPAKTUKU U aJIcKBaTHA MOJIUTUKA
C HacoYBaHE KbM CIEUU(PHUKUTE HA MECTHATa TEPUTOPHUS U paslojaracMuTe
aKTHBH.

Pa3paboTeHusT aucepTallMOHEH TPyA € C OpPUTHMHAJIeH IPUHOC KbM
3HAHMETO B 00JacTTa Ha HAYyYHWUTE W3CJICJIBAHMS, CBBP3aHU C PETHMOHAIHOTO
pa3BUTHE U IMO-KOHKPETHO pPa3BUTUETO Ha ceickure paiioHn B KocoBo -
obumHa CkeHaepail, pemaBaiku MpoOJeMU CBBP3aHU C YCTOWYMBOTO WM
pa3BUTHE B YCIOBUSTA Ha TpaHCHOPMUPAIIH CE KbM YCTOMYUBOCT UKOHOMUKH.

5. OueHka Ha NyOJUKANMUTE MO AUCEPTANUATA

[TyOnukanuuTe CBBp3aHH C TeMaTa Ha AHMCEpPTAlMiTa ca JOCTaTh4yeH
Opoit m ca Haj usnuckyemMusaT MuHHUMyM OT 30 Touku. [IpencraBenu ca 3
CaMOCTOSITETHM HAay4YHHM CTaTHMA M 2 JoKiajga (€AWHHUST € B ChaBTOPCTBO, a
IpyrusT € cOOpHUK ¢ pe3toMera). [lyOnukanunre ca JOKa3aTeincTBO, Y€ HAKOU
BaXXHU YaCTH OT JAMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ Ca CTaHaJIU OOIIECTBEHO JOCTOSHUE U
ca MOJy4HJIM HayyHa olleHKa. [IpaBu BrieyaTiieHue akTUBHOCTTA Ha JIOKTOPaHTa
10 BpeMe Ha 00Y4YEHHETO B MEXIYHAPOIHU HaydyHU (popymu - 9 KoHbepeHIuu
(B mepuona 2022 - 2024 r.), 1 xourpec (Penmy6nuka CeBepna Makenonus, 2023
r.) u 2 cumno3uyma (bocHa u Xeprierosuna, Kocoso, 2024).

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTOpedepaTa KbM JHCEPTAIlMOHHUS TPYI € M3TOTBEH CIOPET
OOIIONPUETUTEe M3UCKBaHUS M JaBa HEOOXOoauMara W SICHO TpeiCTaBeHa
uHdopMmaruss 32 CTPYKTypara, CBhIBPKAHHETO W  PE3YNTATHTE  OT
JMCEePTAlIMOHHOTO U3CJIC/IBaHE.

7. Kputuunu 0eJie:KKH, NPeNnopbKU U BbIIPOCH

[lonoxxutenmHn CTpaHM Ha JWCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYyX KaTErOPUYHO
JOMHUHUpAT B o0Omata MU OLEHKa. B mpenopbkuTe ce mocouBa, ue
,,JluBepcuuKanusaTa Ha CeJICKOCTONAaHCKUTE AEHHOCTH € OCHOBHO JECTBHE 3a
CMEKYaBaHE Ha NPEKOMEPHOTO pA3YUTAHE HA OINPENEIEHU KYITYpH, OT
CBILECTBEHO 3HAYEHHUE € Jla Ce pa3lIMpu OoOXBaThT HA CXEMHUTE 3a JAUPEKTHU
IUTalaHUs U O€3BB3ME3IHUTE CPEACTBA, 3a Ja C€ BKIIOYM MO-IIUPOK HabOp OT
36eMENEICKU MNpakTUKU® u ,,CeNCKUAT TypHU3bM € BB3MOXKHOCT 32
nuBepcU(UKaIMSA Ha JOXOIUTE U IPUBJIMYAHE Ha MHBECTUIMU.” BBB Bpb3Ka ¢
IIOCOYEHOTO UMaM CIEIHUTE 2 BBIIPOCA:



Bwnpoc 1. Cuamame nu, ue ,,6uonocuuno semedenue” Kamo yCmouyue
NPOU3BOOCMEEH MOOeN € Bb3MONCHOCH C NOMEHYUal 3d  NOSUulasane
yemouyugocmma Ha ceackume pauionu 8 oowuna Crxenoepaii? Cowecmsysa iu
uHmepec om Cmpana Ha 3emeoeicKume npou3ooument?

Bwnpoc 2. B paspabomrxama ca nocouenu npeou3suxkamencmea npeo
ycmouyugomo passumue Ha ceickume pationu 8 Kocoso - obwuna Crenoepail.
Cnopeo Bac koe npedussuxameicmeo e Hau-3Ha4umo 3a NOCmMuecaHemo Ha no-
BUCOKA CMeneH Ha YCMOUYUBOCM 8 KOHKPEMHUSL pecUOH?

8. 3akirouenmue

[IpencraBeHUsAT [OHUCEPTALMOHEH Tpyad Ha Tema: “Jleueamenu u
npeoussuUKamencmeda 3a YCmoUudugomo pazeumue Ha CeicKume pauoHu 8
Kocoso — na 6azama nma obwuna Ckenoepau” TpUTEKaBA HEOOXOIUMUTE
KauecTBa W TMPEJCTaB/isiBA JOOPOCHBECTHO OCBHIIECTBEHO, OPUTHMHAIHO U
MalaOHO HAyYHO-TIPUIIOKHO M3CIIEABaHE B 00JacT ChC 3HaYMMa aKTyaJIHOCT B
ChbBpPEMEHHUTE ycioBud. Tol orroBapsa Ha u3uckBaHusta Ha 3PACPH u Ha
[IpaBuiHMKa 3a HEroBOTO mMpuiaraHe. ToBa MM JaBa OCHOBaHUE Jia JaMm
MOJIOKUTE/HA OLEHKA Ha JWCEPTAIlMOHHUS TPyl U Ja TNpeioxka Ha
yBaxkxaemoro Hayuno xypu na npucban Ha Cokoa Aszu3z Cajnaxy
oOpa3zoBarenHaTa W Hay4yHa CTENEH ,JJOKTOP® MO HayyHaTa CIEIHATHOCT
"UxonomMuka u yrpasieHue (ArpobusHec, eKOMKOHOMHKA)" .

Tara: 07.05.2025 r. Hommuc: ... /2.
rp. CBUILIOB (mpod. n1-p Mapuna Hukomnoga)
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1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The dissertation candidate studied under the doctoral program
"Economics and Management (Agribusiness, Ecoeconomics)" at the
Department of "Economics of Natural Resources"”, Faculty of Business of the
UNWE in a scientific specialty according to the Order of the Rector of the
UNWE No. 1436/02.06.2021. The training was carried out as a doctoral student
on independent training (paid form) during the period 20.05.2021 - 20.05.2024.
The doctoral student was enrolled with the right to defend a dissertation work,
as of 20.02.2025 - Order of the Rector of the UNWE No. 531/24.02.2025.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The doctoral dissertation is a coherent, logically constructed and in-depth
study with a volume of 138 standard pages and includes a summary,
introduction, main statement in 3 chapters, conclusion and recommendations.
The list of literature used covers a total of 101 sources. The bibliography
includes diverse, authoritative and up-to-date sources that are cited correctly,
and the cited literature is relevant to the topic of the dissertation. 3 appendices



are presented. The text is also illustrated with 33 tables and 19 figures, for
greater clarity and overview.

The topic of the doctoral dissertation is relevant and relevant to the
theory and practice in the field of sustainable rural development in Kosovo with
a focus on a specific municipality - Skenderaj. The relevance of the topic is
determined by the specificity and scope of the issue under consideration for the
need to increase sustainability in the development of rural areas with an
emphasis on disadvantaged rural areas in the municipality of Skenderaj.

The structure of the dissertation is balanced and corresponds to the
general standards for a comprehensive scientific study. There are clearly
formulated general and specific objectives of the study. 5 research tasks and
research hypotheses (hypothesis 1 and null hypothesis) have been set regarding
the impact of grants and direct payments on the productivity of agricultural
holdings in the municipality of Skenderaj.

The overall impression of the presented dissertation work of Sokol Azis
Salahu shows in-depth theoretical knowledge, skills for independent research
thinking and competence of the author in the specifically studied topic and its
issues.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific

resultsu

By setting the general research goal, namely to analyze the drivers and
challenges affecting the sustainable development of rural areas in Kosovo, the
author of the dissertation purposefully puts the "case study of the municipality
of Skenderaj" at the forefront, which has an untapped potential for the
development of rural areas in the context of an economy transforming towards
sustainability. On this basis, the synthesized recommendations to stakeholders
are derived.

The use of a mixed approach (quantitative and qualitative methods) in
assessing the driving forces and challenges for increasing the sustainability of
rural development in Kosovo as a whole and in the municipality of Skenderaj in
particular makes a good impression. The in-depth empirical analysis, as well as
the study of a sufficient volume of literary sources, enable the doctoral student
to critically analyze, correctly interpret, formulate justified conclusions and
recommendations. All this speaks of the ability of Sokol Azis Salahu to present,
analyze and verify existing, but also his own scientific ideas (theoretically and
empirically) through scientific approaches, methods and appropriately selected
tools. An essential merit of the dissertation is its emphasized scientific and
practical-applied focus.



The overall assessment of the proposed dissertation work categorically
speaks of the high preparation of the dissertation candidate and his ability to
purposefully pursue the implementation of complex scientific tasks. Although it
Is based on an already established concept of sustainable development, Sokol
Salahu creatively understands the opportunities and challenges and successfully
strives to reveal the directions for increasing the potential for sustainable
development of rural areas in Kosovo - Municipality of Skenderaj.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

The main contributions of the research, both scientific and applied, can
be summarized as follows:

First, the research in the field of opportunities and challenges facing the
development of rural areas has been supplemented and enriched. The
accumulation of new knowledge and the upgrading of existing scientific
knowledge makes it possible to identify the guidelines for increasing the
sustainability of rural areas with an emphasis on the municipality of Skenderaj,
which on the other hand supports the making of adequate decisions for their
sustainable development, the construction of sustainable models, balanced
development and management in economic, social and environmental aspects.

Secondly, the multifaceted nature of the sustainable development of rural
areas in the municipality of Skenderaj is substantiated, focusing on the need for
targeted policies and strategic support to minimize structural and operational
problems, to increase the standard of living in rural areas and to support the
processes related to the discovery and utilization of their full potential.

Third, it is argued and proven that, unlike grants, direct payments do not
contribute significantly to increasing the productivity of agricultural holdings.
Correlation and regression analysis provide clarity on the impact of grants and
direct payments (subsidies) on the productivity of agricultural holdings in the
municipality of Skenderaj.

Fourth, recommendations are made for achieving long-term sustainable
results based on real interaction between state authorities and economic
structures and effective external impacts with improved collaboration between
stakeholders. The need to stimulate the motivation for growth of local
development is argued, through diversification of economic activities and
opportunities for entrepreneurial initiatives, innovative practices and adequate
policy targeting the specifics of the local territory and available assets.

The developed dissertation is an original contribution to knowledge in the
field of scientific research related to regional development and more
specifically the development of rural areas in Kosovo - Municipality of



Skenderaj, solving problems related to their sustainable development in the
conditions of economies transforming towards sustainability.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

The number of publications related to the topic of the dissertation is
sufficient and exceeds the required minimum of 30 points. 3 independent
scientific articles and 2 reports (one is co-authored, and the other is a collection
of abstracts) are presented. The publications are proof that some important parts
of the dissertation work have become public knowledge and have received
scientific evaluation. The activity of the doctoral student during his studies in
international scientific forums is impressive - 9 conferences (in the period 2022
- 2024), 1 congress (Republic of North Macedonia, 2023) and 2 symposia
(Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, 2024).

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract for the dissertation is prepared according to generally
accepted requirements and provides the necessary and clearly presented
information about the structure, content and results of the dissertation research.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

Positive aspects of the dissertation work definitely dominate my overall
assessment. The recommendations state that “Diversification of agricultural
activities is a key action to mitigate overreliance on certain crops, it is essential
to expand the scope of direct payment schemes and grants to include a wider
range of agricultural practices” and “Rural tourism is an opportunity to
diversify income and attract investment.” In connection with the above, I have
the following 2 questions:

Question 1. Do you think that “organic farming” as a sustainable
production model is an opportunity with potential to increase the sustainability
of rural areas in the municipality of Skenderaj? Is there interest on the part of
agricultural producers?

Question 2. The paper identifies challenges to the sustainable
development of rural areas in Kosovo - municipality of Skenderaj. In your
opinion, which challenge is most significant for achieving a higher level of
sustainability in the specific region?

8. Conclusion

The presented dissertation on the topic: "Drivers and challenges for
sustainable rural development in Kosovo - based on the municipality of
Skenderaj" possesses the necessary qualities and represents a conscientiously
implemented, original and large-scale scientific and applied research in an area



of significant relevance in modern conditions. It meets the requirements of the
Law on Rural Development and the Regulations for its implementation. This
gives me reason to give a positive assessment of the dissertation and to propose
to the esteemed Scientific Jury to award Sokol Aziz Sallahu the educational
and scientific degree of "‘doctor' in the scientific specialty "Economics and
Management (Agribusiness, Ecoeconomics)”.
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07.05.2025, Svishtov Signature: "/ .....
[Prof. Marina Nikolova, Ph.D/
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