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OTtHOCHO: IHcepTAIHOHEH TPY/ 3a MpHUChAIaHe HAa 00pa3oBaTelHa U HaydHa CTEIeH ,,J0KTOp* 1Mo
Hayuna cneyuanHocm B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha gucepraiiuoHHUS Tpya: Coxon A3uz Cannaxy
Tema Ha aucepTalmoHHUA TPYA: [euzamenu u npeduzsuxamencmea 3a yCnoudueono pazeumiue Ha
cencxume paiiotu ¢ Kocoeo — na 6azama na obwjuna Crendepaii

OcHosaHue 3a TIPeJICTaBsIHE Ha CTAHOBUIIETO: YJacTHEe B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO JKYPH IO 3alllUTa Ha
JIICepTalMOHHNA TP/ ChIitacHo 3amoBen Ne 527 / 24.02.2025 na Pextopa Ha YHCC.

1. Uadopmanus 3a qucepranta

KanmunateT e JOKTOpaHT B KaTeapa "IIKoHOMHKAa Ha IPHPOJHHUTE pecypcu” B obiacT Ha
Bucie odpazoBanue: 3. ColMagHH, CTOMAHCKU U MpaBHU HayKH, MpodecuoHaTHO HampasieHue: 3.8.
HkoHOMIKa, HayuHa CIenHagIHocT: "VIKOHOMHKa M yIpaBieHHe (arpoOu3Hec, eKOMKOHOMHKA)" B
HHIUBHAYaTHA, I1aTeHa opma Ha oOydueHne. OOydeHIEeTO € OChIIECTBEHO B Mmepuojia Mait 2021 r. —
deBpyapu 2025 1., kato Cokon Camraxy e H3IBJIHII MeIuTe U 3aJaduuTe B HETOBHS HHIHBHJIyaleH
paboTeH IUTaH, U CHIVIACHO PENICHNEeTO Ha KaTeJApeHHs ChBET € cTapTHpaHa MpolleaypaTa Mo 3alliTa
Ha JHcepTaliusTa.

Coxkon Camaxy e 3aBbpIIII JBE MarucThpCKH IPOTPaMH B CHENHATHOCTUTE: YIIpaBIeHHE Ha
3eMeJIeJICKH U BOJHH PecypcH: HOJUBHO 3eMezenie B CpeIn3eMHOMOPCKUS ar POHOMUYECKH HHCTHTYT
B bapu u llkoHOMUKa Ha 3eMe/leIneTo U XpaHHTe B YHHBepcureTa B IIpmmuna. bakanaBspckara My
CTEIlEH II0 cleruanHocT "ArpapHa ukoHomuika' e or (DakylreTa IO 3eMellellie U BeTepuHapHa
MeauInHa B YHHBepcuTeTa Ha [IpumuHaa, KocoBo. OcBeH ToBa € y4acTBaja B 00yUeHUS U € MPHI00IT
crenugUIeH OMUT B €BpOTIeiicku cTpaHu U SAmoHus.

B MoMmeHTa Toil € KOHCY/ITAaHT IO yIpaBieHHe Ha MPOeKTH B KaOHHeTa Ha KMeTa Ha OONIHHA
IIpynaa. Kapuepara My 3amousa 1pe3 2010 r. B 3eMeneickara anteka ,,HTIT* @atu, mogkpenssa ot
opuca mHa EC u ITPOOH, KpaeTo e Ha3zHa4YeH 3a CHBETHHK IT0 MKOHOMHYECKOTO pa3BuTHe. [Ipe3
TO/MHUTE € pPabOTII KaTo arpapuKOHOMICT, ChBETHHK, KOHCYJITAHT, PBKOBOIUTEN Ha EKHI H
H3ceioBaTeN B MyOIMIHH, AbP:KaBHU U MEKIYHAPOIHU HHCTUTYITHH U OPTaHH3AITHH.

[IpwioxkeHnTe CIpaBKU 3a 00pa30BaTe/HATa U Hay4YHAaTa JIEHHOCT Ha JIOKTOpaHTa (ydacTue B
MPOEKTH U KOH(pEpeHIuH) TMoAuepTaBaT HEroBaTa OT/IAACHOCT Ha HAaydHUTE W3CIC[BAHHSI U
MOTHBAITISTa MY 33 YCHBBPIIEHCTBAHE U Pa3lINpPSIBAHE HA 3HAHUATA U OIUTA CH.



2. O01ma xapakTepHCTHKA HA MPeACTaBEeHHs JUCEPTANHOHEH TPYI

Penensupanata [OKTOpCKa Jucepranus ce cbkcTon oOT 138 cTaHmapTHH CTpaHUIM,
BKJIIOUHTETHO OCHOBEH TEKCT, CIMCHK C H3MOJI3BaHaTa JUTeparypa H IpuioxkeHus. Cpabpxa 19
¢urypu u 33 tabmumu. CIHCBKBT ¢ H3MOJN3BaHA JIUTepaTypa BKIouBa 101 HM3TOUHHKA — HaydHH
CTaTHH, JOKJIau, KHUTH U CTPaTern4ecKu JOKYMEHTH, KaTo IOBEYETO OT TIX Ca HAa aH[VIMHCKU €3HUK U
ca KOpeKTHO nutupaHu. /[ucepTamusdra e nodpe cTpyKTypHpaHa, KaTo BKIKOUBA YBOJ, TPH OCHOBHH
[JIaBH U pasliel ¢ HU3BOAU U Ipernopbku. OCHOBHUST TEKCT € HAINCaH Ha BHCOK HaydeH CTIHI.
Jlormveckara mmocJeJOBaTeTHOCT Ha H3JI0KEHUETO € SCHA.

ABTOPBT € u30payd Ja u3cCiIellBa IpPeIU3BUKATEICTBaTa M BB3MOKHOCTHUTE 3a YCTOHYHBO
pa3BuTHe Ha celckuTe pailonn B KocoBo, chc cmemnuaieH (okyc BbpXy obOmuHa CkeHaepail.
M3cnenBaneTo pasriiekjia OCHOBHH IpoOJeMH B pa3sBUTHETO Ha CEJICKHTE PailoHH B IOCIEIHUTE
TO/IMHM, TaKWBa KaTO HHCKA IPOH3BOJUTETHOCT M HHUCKa €(PEKTHUBHOCT B CEJICKOTO CTOIAHCTBO,
o0e3Mro/I1BaHe Ha CEICKUTe PailoHW M Jpyrd. 3HAUMMOCTTa Ha TeMaTa € PaBHOCTOIHAa Ha HeilHaTa
CIIOKHOCT, KaTo JUCepTaIlsITa MpeJIcTaBs TEOpPeTHYeH MOJeNI U eMINpPHYeH aHaln3, Bb3 OCHOBA Ha
KOHTO Ca JJaJIeHH aKTyalHH Pe3yJITaTH H KOHKPETHHU IIPENOPhKU 3a HOIUTHKNTE. ToBa € HaBpeMeHeH U
IleHeH TMPHHOC B OOJacTHTe Ha pa3BUTHETO Ha CEICKUTE pafioHH, arpapHaTa HKOHOMHKa H
IUTAaHUPAHETO HAa PErHOHATHU MOJMTHKH B KOCOBO H CTpaHH ChC CXOJHO HCTOPHYECKO pa3BUTHE.
HoBaTtopcTBOTO, KAKTO 1 HAYIHOTO PaBHMIIE Ha AHCEPTAIIATA, ca JOOPH, OTIHTANKN 3HAUNMOCTTa Ha
H3cleiBaHaTa TeMa, IOIHUTHYECKHTE H3UCKBAHNS 0 0YaKBaHUTA HAa 3aHHTEPECOBAHUTE CTPAHIL.

3armaBHeTO Ha JIOKTOpPCKaTa mucepranus € (opMyaHpaHO KOPEKTHO H ChIbPKAHHUETO
ChOTBeTCTBA Ha Hero. I{enure ca sicHO popMymupanHH, KaTo ce (poKycHpaT BbpXY: WICHTHHITUPaHE Ha
(dakTopuTe U TpeIU3BHKATEICTBATa 3a Pa3BUTHETO Ha CEJICKUTE pafioHH, OIIEHKAa Ha arpapHUTe
MOJUTUKH M TpPOrpaMH, aHAJIH3 Ha COIHAJHO-HKOHOMHYECKHTe (PAaKTOpH, BIHSENIH BBPXY
NPOU3BOJINTEIHOCTTa HAa CTOMAHCTBAaTa, H IIPeJAOCTaBIHE Ha IMPEHNOPBKH 33 IOJUTUKUTE.
M3cnenoBareIcKHTe BBIIPOCH ca SCHO OTpeJie/IeHH U pelllaBaHeTO UM CIIOcoOCTBa 3a pealln3upaHe Ha
[IeJITa U IIPHEeMaHe Ha IOCTaBeHUTE XUIIOTE3H.

JIOKTOpaHTHT € MPIUIOKUI TOAXOAIN] CMECeH METOAMYECKH MOOXOJ 3a aHalIW3 U OIEHKa,
M3II03BallKi KOJIMYECTBEH aHAN3 332 aHKETHHUTE MPOYYBaHUS (PEerpecHOHEH aHAIN3, KOpelIallHOHEeH
aHaIN3, TMpPOBEpKa Ha XUIIOTE3M), KaUeCTBEHH WHTEPBIOTA, Ka3yCHH H3CIeIBaHHA U KaOHMHETHH

MIPOYYBAHHUSL.

3. OneHka Ha MOJYYeHHUTe HAYYHH H HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH pPe3yJITaTH

B mBpBara WacT JOKTOPaHTHT HH 3allO3HABa C TeMaTa Ha JcepTaluaTra: 3HAYCHHETO Ha
CEIICKOCTOTIAaHCKUA ceKTop B KOCOBO W mpe/m3BHKATelICTBaTa, ¢ KOHTO ce COTBCKBa B MOMEHTa
HKOHOMHYECKOTO MYy pa3BUTHe, KaTo OOSCHABa IpPHYINHUTE 3a M300pa Ha TeMaTa, IeJHTe Ha
THcepTaIuATa, H3CJIeJOBaTeJICKITe BBIIPOCH U XHUIOTe3uTe. [10 To3m HaYMH TOil MMOKa3a MMO3HABaHE U
pa30upaHe Ha CHOTBETHHTE IIPOOIEMH, TOJUTHKA H MPOIIECH.

Ot HaydHa IJIejlHa TOYKA JOKTOPAHTHT € MpPeACTaBIUI ISUIOCTHA TeopeTndHa pamka (['maBa 1,
TeoperndHa ocHOBa Ha W3CIEIBAaHETO), KOATO CHHTE3Hpa OCHOBHH KOHIICIIINH OT Pa3BUTHETO Ha
CeJICKHTe palioHH, arpapHaTa HKOHOMHKA I Bb3CTAHOBSBAHETO Ha CTpaHaTa OT BOCHHUTE KOH(INKTH,
KaKTO H HaKpaTKO € pasrienan MeTomosormieH moaxox (['maBa 2, MeTo1omorus Ha H3cIe/IBaHeTo), 3a
Jla TIpeJCTaBH W3IION3BAHUTE MaTepHAIM W METOJH 3a ChOMpaHe Ha JaHHH W aHATMH. TyK ca
WICHTH(HITHpaHH OCHOBHUTE CTPYKTYPHH IIpeII3BIHKATENICTBA Mpe]] celickuTe paiionn B KocoBo, kaTo
Pa3MOKBCAHOCT Ha TTO3eMIIeHaTa COOCTBEHOCT, Hee()eKTHBHOCT Ha CEJICKOCTOMAHCKOTO MIPOU3BOICTBO
H TIpo0JIeMH B YIIpaBICHHETO Ha OTPAchJIa U CaMUTe PaiioOHH.

[TomydennTe pe3ylTaTH CBINO ca IIpeICTaBIIBAT HHTepeC W ca IpeacTaBeHH B [aBa 3
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(Pe3y.TIT&TI/I H I[PICKyCIII/I). B JUCEPpTaHUATa CC ICMOHCTPHPaA ACHAaTa BPb3Ka MCKIY IIPABUTCICTBCHHUTE
IIporpaMi 3a IIOJKpEIIa (.I‘pElHTOBe H THPECKTHH rmamamm) H IIPOHU3BOAHUTCIIHOCTTa Ha CTOIIaHCTBATa
qpes3 KOMﬁlIHaHHH OT PETPECHOHCH aHAIH3, KOPCIAallHOHCH aHallll3 H HHTCPBROTA. Hzcnensaneto
IIpeaocTaBsd KOHKPCTHH, OCHOBAHH Ha [OKa3aTCICTBaTa IIPCIIOPBKH, aldallTHPaHH KbM COIOHAIHO-
HKOHOMHYCCKIA H HHCTHTYIHOHAJICH KOHTCKCT Ha KocoBo. OcBeH ToOBa ce aBar IIPAaKTHYCCKHI
HaCoOKH 3a HO,I{OGpHBaHe Ha JKHU3HCHHTC YCIIOBHA B CCIICKHTC paﬁOHI/I_, I[MPOCKTHPAHEC Ha ITOJIHTHKH H
YCHIINA 3a HHTCTpAallHA B EC, KOCTO ITpaBH PE3YITATHTC IIPHIIOCKHMH 3a IIOJIHTHITH, ITPAaBUTCICTBEHHU
HHCTHTYIIHH H aIMHHHCTpPAITHA. B ToBa oTHOIIEHHE JOKTOPaHTBhT € IIPOABHII AOCTATHbYHH IMO3HAHIA H
CIOCOOHOCT 3a SCHO MHCIICHE, KaKTO H € IEMOHCTPHpall CIIOCOOHOCTH 33 aHAIN3 U [IporpaMHpaHe.

B Kpad Ha JHCEpTamuATa ca IIPCACTaBCHH 3aKIHUYCHHA OT H3BBPIHICHOTO H3CICIBAHC H
dHaJIM3H, KaKTO H IIPCIIOPBKH 3a 6'5,[(61]_[0 JieiicTBHE.

HeJITa € YCIICIIIHO HS3IIBJIHEHA H H3CIICIOBATCICKHTC BBIIPOCH Ca OTTOBOPCHH B JOKTOPCKATa

JHCepTaIus.

4. OneHKka Ha HAYYHHUTE H HAYYHO-NIPHJIOKHH NPHHOCH

IIpencTaBeHOTO H3CIelIBaHE JI0Ka3Ba, 4Ue JOKTOPAHTHT HMa 3a]1bJI00YCHH MO3HAHUSA BbPXY
Hay4JHaTa JUTepaTypa H HaydHHTE IOCTHKEHUS B U3cieiBaHata obmact. Toil chIlo Taka € OBIaIsT U
NPIIOKIUI CHOTBETHUTE METOAM M HMHCTPYMEHTH 3a H3cleABaHe. 1lo TO3H HadWH, JOKTOPAHTHT €
MIOCTHT HAJI KOHKPETHU HAYYHH U IPAKTHYECKH ITPHHOCH.

Hay4ynu npuHOCH

OT HayyHa T7eJHAa TOYKA, KaHIUAATHT IPaBH CHCTEMATH4YEeH IIPEryiel]] Ha ChINecTBYBaIlaTa
IUTeparypa Mo BBIIPOCHTE HAa Pa3BHTHETO HA CEJICKUTE PaliOHH, arpapHaTa HKOHOMHKA H COITHAIHO-
HKOHOMHYECKOTO IIpecTpyKTypHpaHe, KaTo IIpe[ocTaBd COJHJHAa TEOpeTHYHa OCHOBa 3a
n3ciuenBaHeTo. Toil 3ambiBa MPOMYCK B 3HAHUSTA, KaTO HHTErpPHpa TEOPETHYHU U IPAKTHYECKH
MOJIeH, CIeU(HUIHN 3a pernoHa Ha 3amagHure baakanun Ha mpumepa Ha KocoBo. OcBeH ToBa,
JucepTanusgTa Iplara HKOHOMETPHYHH TEXHHKH 3a H3CIe/IBaHe Ha B3aHMOBDPB3KHUTE MEKIY
HWHCTUTYIHOHAJIHATA HMOJKPeNa H CeICKOCTOMAaHCKUTE Pe3yITaTH.

IIpakTHKO-IPHIOKHA NPHHOCH

OT rimemHa ToYka HA MPAKTUYECKHUTe MIPHHOCH, AWCEpTallHsITa IMpejuiara IPemopbKH 3a
mojio0psiBaHe Ha MOJUTHKHTE 3a Pa3BHTHE HAa CEINCKUTE pailoHW, HHCTUTYIIHOHAIHHUS KalaluTeT H
pPa3BUTHETO HAa CeJICKOTO cTomaHcTBO B KocoBo. Ilpeimarat ce Mepku 3a IIOBHIIAaBaHE Ha
e(eKTUBHOCTTa Ha IMOAIOMaraHeTo, yBelIM4YaBaHe Ha JOCThIIa Ha (epmepHuTe D0 KOHCYITAaHTCKH
yCIOyIH, HachpuaBaHe Ha JuBepCcH(HUKAIIATa Ha CTOMAHCTBATa M IOJKpemna 3a IO-IIHPOKOTO
HHTEeTpHpaHe Ha CTpaTerHHUTe 3a Pa3BHTHE Ha celckure paiioHn. OcoOeHo BakKHO e, 4e JAUCepTaIfsITa
IpIiara JI0KazaTelIcTBeHO-0a3upaHns MOJX0 KbM IOIUTHKHUTE 3a Pa3BUTHE Ha CEJCKHTe PaioHH,
KOIITO MO3Ke Jia ITOBIHSE IUPEKTHO Ha IPOTrPaMUPAHETO U M3ITBIHEHHUETO Ha MIPOTPaMUTe HA MECTHO U
HAI[HOHAJIHO HUBO.

5. Onenka Ha MyOJIHMKAIIMHATE IO JHCEPTANUATA

Jokropant Canaxy mpejcTaBsi MyOIMKaIlM, CBbP3aHU C JHCEPTAIUATa, OT KOUTO caMo eIHa
HE € JMPEKTHO OTpakeHHe Ha TeMaTa Ha nucepTanusara. [lojajgeHn ca 4eTHpPH MYOIHKAallMH 3a
peleH3us: TpU CTaTUM B HAaydHH CIMCaHUS (€IHO, OT KOMTO € HHIEKCHpaHO B Scopus) U eaHa
myOIHKanus B ChaBTOPCTBO B COOPHHK ¢ MaTepualn oT KoHpepenmus. [Iyomikaiure ca HampaBeHH
B MIPECTHKHH CIIMCAHUS, KOUTO U3IISUIO OTTOBAPST HAa KOIWISCTBEHUTE U KaUeCTBEHUTe N3HCKBAHUS 32
npugobnBaHe Ha oOpazoBaTeqHaTa H HayJHaTa CTemeH ,,JJoKTop™.



6. Ounenka Ha aBTopedepara

IpenctaBeHuAT aBTOpedepaT OOEKTHBHO OTpa3siBa CTPYKTypaTa H ChIBPXKAHHETO Ha
nuceptammsra. Toit e B obeM oT 38 cTpaHHIM TeKCT W BKIOYBAa 00Ila XapaKTepHCTHKA Ha
JucepTaIusATa, HeflHaTa CTPYKTypa U ChIbpKaHHe. IIpe/ICTaBeHO € KPaTKO H3JI0KEHHe Ha OT/IeTHUTE
IJIaBH, C MO/[YepTaBaHe Ha MOCTHIHATHTE TEOPETHKO-METOIOTIOTHYHH U eMITHPIYHH Pe3yITaTH, KaKTo
U CIIICHK Ha H3MOJI3BaHATa JTIHTepaTypa.

7. KpuTHuHH 0eJIe;KKH, MPeNoPbKH H BHIPOCH

Perensupanara JucepTanisg UMa CBOHTE CIUIHH CTpPaHH, a KPUTHIHHATE OCJIeKKH, IMOCOYSHH
TYK, He HaMaJgBaT KadecTBaTa Ha m3cienBaHeTo. Jlopu Te3wm OelelKKH Cle/Ba Jia ce Bh3IpHeMar OT
JOKTOpaHTa KaTro TMpermopbKH 3a Objema paboTa. 3aToBa OCHOBHaTa MH IIpermopbka KbM COKOI
Camwraxy e ma m3pas3sBa IO3UIHATA CH IO-ICHO W KaTeTOPHYIHO, Thil KaTo B MOMEHTa TEKCTHT
MpeACTaBd IOCTIDKCHHATa HAa APYIrH y9eHH W My JHIICBA KPHTHYHA OIEHKAa. 3a IPaBIUTHOTO
HM3IBIHEHNEe Ha BCAKAa M3CIIeoBaTelcka 3ajJada B ObJele BIDKJAM JIBa OCHOBHH BBIIPOCa, KOUTO
JOKTOPAaHTHT TPSAOBAa Ja B3eMe NpedBHA: |) CHCTEMaTHYHO pas3TieikKIaHe Ha METOXOJIOTHIHUTE
BBIPOCH C TIONPOOHH U CTPYKTYpHpaHH OOSCHEHHS Ha ChHIIeCTBYBAIIUTe OT pAHHIEHIS,
MPEIIONIOKEeHNS, TMOAXOAM W T.H. W 2) TapaHTHpaHe Ha TMPEJCTABUTEIHOCTTA, BATMIHOCTTA H
TeHepan3aIuiaTa Ha pe3y/ITaTHTe, HAIp. 3acIIeH CpaBHUTENeH aHaau3 (¢ apyru oommHu B KocoBo
WIH JAPYTH W3CIeABaHUA 3a bankaHcknTe cTpaHH) OM MOTHI Ja Jaje JOIBJIHHTEIeH KOHTEKCT Ha
CerantHuTe pe3yiTaTH.

Hmam aBa BBIIpoOca, KOUTO OMX JICKala Jja OCTaBs H Ha KOUTO IIIe Ce pajBaM Jia 1y MHCHHETO
Ha joktopanT Cokox Cautaxy Imo BpeMe Ha 3allliTaTa Ha JUcepTaIuira, 8 HMEeHHO:

1) 3a m3monI3BaHNTe JaHHU B H3ceaBaHeTo: Kak ce crpaBUXTe ¢ Mpean3BHKATEICTBAaTa, KOHTO
CpelIHaxTe Mo BpeMe Ha chOnpaHe Ha JaHHUTE B celckute pailoHn? Kolko HagekIHI ca BTOPHYHHTE
HU3TOYHHITH Ha JIAHHU, KOUTO H3IOJI3BaXTe, H KaK TH BAIMAHPAXTE CIPSIMO ITbPBUYHHUTE JTAaHHN?

2) KakBu ca OCHOBHHTE PHCKOBE H OapHepH 3a M3IMBJIHEHHETO Ha MpeI0KEeHHTe IPeHOpbKI
KBM ITOJUTHKATE B HACTOAIIATA TIOJTUTHYECKA U a]MIHICTPaTHBHA cpejia Ha KocoBo?

8. 3axkiaouenue

BB3 ocHOBa Ha olleHKaTa Ha INPWIOKEHUTE OT JOKTOPAaHTa, Pa3IMYHH METOJH Ha H3CIe/IBaHe,
MPaBIUIHO TIPOBEJIEHNTE OIEHKH H aHaJW3U, HaIpaBeHHTe OOOOIIeHMS M HU3BOJIM CUUTAM, Ue
IpEeJICTABEHUAT AMCEepPTallUOHEeH TpyA oTroBaps Ha m3uckBaHudata Ha 3PACPB u IlpaBwiHuka Ha
YHCC 3a HEeroBoTo MpHWIOKEHHE, KOeTo MU JaBa ocHoBaHue Ja ro oneHs IIOJTOKHUTEJIHO.

ITo3BonsiBaM cH J1a Ipejiioska Ha nmounraeMoTo Hayuro xypu aa npucsan Ha Cokon Canaxy
oOpa3oBaTeqHaTa U HaydHa CTEleH “AOKTOP” M0 HaydHaTa crelHaaHocT “TIKOHOMHUKA U yIIpaBIeHHe
(arpobm3Hec, eKOHKOHOMHKA)”

28.04.2025 TOMHC: s s i
Codus /mom1. a-p Mapus ITenesa/



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

REVIEWER’S POSITION

From: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariyva Marinova Peneva
Department of Natural Resources Economics, UNWE, Sofia
3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, 3.8. Economics, "Economics and Management
(Agricultural Economics and Policy)"

Re:  PhD thesis for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the Higher education
field: 3. Social, economic and legal sciences in UNWE.

Author of the PhD thesis: Sokol Sallahu
Topic of the PhD thesis: Drivers and Challenges for Sustainable of Rural Development in Kosovo — on
the Basis of the Skenderaj Municipality

The review is based on the: participation in the scientific jury for the PhD thesis defence as a member
according to the order Ne 527 / 24.02.2025 of the Rector of UNWE.

1. Brief introduction of the PhD candidate

The candidate 1s a PhD student in the Department of Economics of Natural Resources in the
Higher education field: 3. Social, economic and legal sciences, Professional field: 3.8. Economics,
Scientific specialisation: "Economics and Management (Agribusiness, Eco-Economics)" in individual,
paid form of doctoral training. The study is completed from May 2021 to February 2025 as Sokol
Sallahu fulfilled the goals and tasks in his individual working plan, and according to the departmental
assembly decision, the dissertation defence procedure has been processed.

Sokol Sallahu graduated with two Master's degrees in specialities of: Land and Water
Resources Management, Irrigated Agriculture in Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari IAM-B,
CIHEAM and Agricultural and Food Economics in the University of Pristina. His Bachelor's degree in
the speciality of Agriculture Economics is from the Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary at the
University of Prishtina, Kosovo. Additionally, he participated in training courses, gaining specific
experiences in European countries and Japan.

Currently, he is a project management consultant for the Mayor’s office of the Prishtina
municipality. His career started in 2010 in the Agricultural Pharmacy “NTP” Fati, supported by the EU
office and UNDP where he was appointed as an advisor for economic development. During the years,
he had worked as an agricultural economist, advisor, consultant, team leader and researcher at public,
governmental and international institutions and organizations.

The attached references to the educational and scientific activities of the PhD student
(participation in projects and conferences) emphasise his dedication to research and constant
willingness to improve and further extend his knowledge and experience.



2. General characteristics of the PhD thesis

The reviewed PhD thesis comprises 138 standard pages, including the main text, reference list,
and annexes. 19 figures and 33 tables illustrate and visualise the analysis and results. The reference list
includes 101 sources, such as scientific articles, reports, books, and strategic documents, the majority
of which are in English and correctly cited. The thesis 1s well-organized, comprising an introduction,
three chapters, and a conclusions and recommendations section. The main text is well-written,
maintaining a high scientific standard. The logical flow of the content is clear.

The author has chosen to explore the challenges and opportunities for sustainable rural
development in Kosovo, with a specific focus on Skenderaj Municipality. The study addresses critical
post-war developmental challenges in Kosovo’s rural areas, especially agricultural inefficiency, low
productivity, and rural depopulation. The importance of this topic is equal to its complexity, involving
a theoretical framework with empirical analysis, offering relevant findings and concrete policy
recommendations. It is a timely and valuable contribution to the fields of rural development,
agricultural economics, and regional policy planning in post-conflict societies. The novelty as well as
the scientific level of the thesis is good, considering the importance of the research subject, policy
requirements and stakeholders” demands.

The PhD thesis title 1s formulated correctly, and the content corresponds to it. The objectives
are clearly stated, focusing on: identifying drivers and challenges for rural development, evaluating
agricultural policies and programs, analysing socio-economic factors influencing farm productivity
and providing policy recommendations. The research questions are clearly articulated. They are well
addressed, facilitating the realisation of the objective and the acceptance of the established research
hypothesis.

The PhD student has applied an appropriate mixed-methods approach for analyses and
evaluation in the field, using quantitative survey analysis (OLS regression, correlation analysis,
hypothesis testing), qualitative interviews, case studies, and desk research.

3. Assessment of the scientific and applied results achieved

In the first part, the PhD candidate introduces the reader to the dissertation topic: the
importance of the agriculture sector in Kosovo and the challenges currently faced in their economic
development, explaining the reasons for the choice of the topic, the objectives of the thesis, the
research questions and the hypotheses. Thus, he showed familiarity with, and understanding of, the
relevant problems, policy and processes.

Scientifically, a comprehensive theoretical framework (Chapter 1, Theoretical Background of
the Study) 1s offered that synthesises key concepts from rural development, agricultural economics,
and post-conflict reconstruction as well as a brief methodological approach is described (Chapter 2,
Research Methodology) to present the used materials and methods for data collection and analyses. It
identifies the major structural challenges facing rural Kosovo, such as fragmented land ownership,
inefficiencies in agricultural production, and governmental challenges.

The applied results are equally noteworthy and presented in Chapter 3 (Results and
Discussions). The thesis demonstrates a clear link between government support programs (grants and
direct payments) and farm productivity through a combination of regression analyses, correlation
studies, and interviews. The study produces concrete, evidence-based recommendations tailored to
Kosovo’s socio-economic and institutional context. Moreover, the practical implications for enhancing
rural livelihoods, policy design, and EU integration efforts are drawn, making the results actionable for
policymakers, agricultural agencies, and development practitioners. In this regard, the PhD student did
display sufficient knowledge and a capacity for clear thinking, and he also demonstrated an ability for



analysis and design.

At the end of the thesis general conclusions of the performed research and analyses are
presented as well as recommendations are advocated.

The aim and the research questions have been successfully fulfilled and answered in the PhD
thesis.

4. Assessment of the scientific and applied contributions

The presented research proofs that the PhD student has profound knowledge about the
scientific literature and achievements in the studied field. He also has mastered and applied relevant
research methods and tools. Thus, the PhD candidate achieved specific scientific and practical
contributions.

Scientific contributions

From a scientific poimnt of view, the candidate systematically reviews existing literature on rural
development, agricultural economics, and socio-economic restructuring in transitioning countries, thus
providing a solid theoretical foundation for the research. It bridges a knowledge gap by integrating
theoretical models with practical insights specific to the Western Balkans region considering the case
of Kosovo. Furthermore, the thesis applies advanced econometric techniques to explore relationships
between institutional support and agricultural outcomes.

Applied practical contributions

In terms of applied contributions, the dissertation proposes recommendations for improving
rural development policies, institutional capacities, and agricultural productivity in Kosovo. It suggests
measures for enhancing grant effectiveness, increasing farmers’ access to advisory services, promoting
farm diversification, and supporting the broader integration of rural development strategies with EU
standards. Notably, the thesis promotes an evidence-based approach to rural policy that can directly
influence program design and implementation at municipal and national levels.

5. Assessment of the published articles

The PhD candidate Sallahu presented publications in relation to the thesis, from which only one
1s indirectly related to the topic of the dissertation. Four publications have been submitted for review:
three articles in scientific journals (one of which i1s indexed in Scopus) and one publication in co-
authorship in conference proceedings. They are published in prestigious journals, which fully meet the
quantitative and qualitative requirements for acquiring the educational and scientific degree "Doctor™.

6. Assessment of the autoreferat

The presented autoreferat objectively reflects the structure and content of the PhD thesis. It is
presented in text of 38 pages and includes the general characteristics of the dissertation, its structure
and content. A short exposition of the dissertation is presented, emphasizing the achieved theoretical-
methodological and empirical results, as well as a list of references.

7. Critical notes and questions

The reviewed thesis has its merits and the critical remarks mentioned below do not decrease the
qualities of the study. Even the notes should be considered by the PhD candidate more as
recommendations for his future work. Therefore, my main recommendation to Sokol Sallahu is to
express his position more clearly and categorically, as at the moment, the text presents the
achievements by other scientists and it lacks the critical view of the main concepts considered and



those adopted in the development of the PhD thesis. For the correct performance of each research task
in the future I see two major issues that the PhD candidate should consider: 1) consistent justification
of the methodological choices with detailed and structured explanation of the limitations, assumptions,
approaches, etc. and 2) achieving representativeness, validity and generalizability of the results, e.g. a
stronger comparative analysis (with other municipalities in Kosovo or other studies for Balkan
countries) could have further contextualized the findings.

I have two questions that I would like to ask, and on which I will be happy to hear PhD
student’s opmion during the PhD thesis defence, namely:

1) About the data used in the study: How did you address the challenges you encountered
during the data collection in rural areas? How reliable are the secondary data sources you used, and
how did you validate them against your primary data?

2) What are the main risks and barriers to implementing the proposed policy recommendations
in Kosovo's current political and administrative environment?

8. Conclusion

Based on the different research methods learned and applied by the PhD student, the correctly
performed field studies, the final conclusions and recommendations, I believe that the presented thesis
meets the requirements of Bulgarian national law and the Regulations of the UNWE for its application,
which gives me the reason to evaluate it POSITIVE.

I feel confident to propose to the highly esteemed Scientific Jury also to award Sokol Sallahu
the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the scientific specialty “Economics and Management
(Agribusiness, Eco-Economics)”.

Date: 28.04.2025r. Reviewer:
Sofia (Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya Peneva)



