CTAHOBHILE

BbPXY AHCEPTALIHOHEH TPY/ 32 NPHCHAAAHE HA 00pa3oBaTe/IHA H HAYYHA CTEMNeH

»wI0KTOp” no npodecnonanno nanpasienue 3.8, Ukonomuka

H3zzomeun cmanosuuiemo: nou. n1-p Mapus Pajociasopa CtaHHMHpPOBa, Hay4Ha
cnenHaiHoct ,JKOHOMHMKA M ynpasieHHE (CEJICKO CTONaHCTBO)®, Kartejpa ,Arpapha
MKOHOMHKA" nnpu MKOHOMHYECKH YHUBEPCUTET — BapHa.

OmHnocHo: JMCEPTallMOHEH TPy 3a MNpHChkjdaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTe/iHAa H Hay4yHa
crenneH ,jokrop” no IIH 3.8. .HMkonomuka™ oOGnact Ha BHCLIETO oOpa3oBaHue 3
"CounanHM, CTONAHCKU M MpaBHU HAykKu" B YHHUBEpPCHTCTA 32 HALHOHAIHO H CBCTOBHO
cronaucTBo - Codusi.

Ocnoeanue 3a npeocmagsne na cmanosuuiemo: yiactue B ¢bCtaBa Ha Hayuno
KypH cbe 3anoBe Ne 527 /24.02.2025 r. na Pekropa na YHCC - Codusi.

Aemop na oucepmayuonnua mpyo: Cokoin A3uc Caslaxy, JOKTOPAHT MO JIOKTOpPCKa
nporpama "MKoHOMHMKAa M ynpapiacuue (arpoOmusHec, CKOMKOHOMHKA)" KbM Kareapa
.,JJAkoHoMuka Ha npupoHute pecypeu™ npu YHCC - Codus.

Tema na oucepmayuonnus mpyo: ,.Drivers and Challenges for Sustainable of Rural
Development in Kosovo — on the basis of the Skenderaj municipality® (,,JIBikewm cuin u
MpeAU3BUKATEJICTBA NpeJ] YCTOIYHBOTO pa3zBHTHE Ha CEJICKHTE paHoHuM B KocoBO — Ha

Oa3ara Ha oOmuHa Ckeaepaii™).

I. Uudopmauus 3a nokTopaHTa

JloktopauteT Cokon Aszuc Canaxy ¢ oOyuaBan B peaoBHa ¢popma Ha oOyveHHE Mo
JIOKTOpCKa nporpama ,MkoHOMHKa Ha MNPHPOLHUTE pecypcH™, B NPOPECHOHATHO
HanpasjieHue 3.8. MkoHoOMMKa KbM YHHBEPCHTCTA 32 HAlIlHOHAJIHO W CBETOBHO CTOMAHCTBO
(YHCC) — Copus. O6yueHHEeTo My € OChUICCTBCHO CHIVIACHO pa3nopeabuTe Ha 3aKoHa 3a

pa3BUTHE Ha akajeMuyHus cbcraB B PenybOnuka bwniarapns (3PACPb) u npaBunnuka Ha

YHCC.

Hayyen pwpKoBojMTE]l Ha AOKTOpaHTa ¢ npod. aA-p /lnana Komnesa, a o0yueHuero €

3anoyHajio ot 20.05.2021 r.
CobrilacHO mpejcTaBeHaTa AOKYMEHTaLHsl, JOKTOPAHTBT € 3aBbPLUKNII OakajlaBbpCKa

creneH no ,,Arpooustec” B University of Haxhi Zeka, Ileu, KocoBo 1 MarucTbpCka CTCICH
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Mo ,,¥Y croiiunBo passurHe™ B University of Prishtina .,Hasan Prishtina®, [Ipuimuna, Kocoso.
[Ipopecuonannara My Guorpadusi BKIIOUBA yyacTHE B M3CJIEIOBATE/ICKH M [PaKTHYECKH
[MPOCKTH, CBbP3aHU C arpapHaTta MNOJIMTHKA, YCTOIlYMBOTO pa3BUTHE M PErHOHAIHOTO

1aHupade B KocoBo. JlucepTaltMOHHUAT TPyl MpeacTasjisgBa pe3yjarar oT 3aanjiboyeHa

CaMOCTOsTE/IHA paboTa, OCHOBAHA Ha ChbBpPEMEHHA METOA0JIOrHA M 00XBalLalla eMITHPHYEH
aHAJIN3 Ha MPEAU3BUKATEIICTBATa NpeJ pa3BUTHETO Ha CEJICKHTE paifoHH B KOHTEKCTa Ha

0011IECTBEHO-MKOHOMHYECKATA NUHAMHKA Ha 3anaaHure bajkaHu.

[1. O6mo npeacraBsine HA AMCEPTALHOHHHS TPY/

Jlucepraunonnust tpya Ha Cokon Asnc Canaxy e nocBeTeH Ha BakKHa M aKTVajHa
npoOJieMaTHKa — YCTOHYMBOTO pPa3BHTHE Ha arpapHus CEKTOp B CEJCKHTE paliOHH Ha
KocoBO, ¢ KOHKpPETEH TepHTOpHalieH (okyc BbpXy oOumHa Ckenepaii. B koHTekcTa Ha
NOCTKOH()JIMKTHA MKOHOMMKA M YCHJIMSTA 3a €BpOIeiicka MHTErpalis, aBTOPbT H3CIIE/Ba
MKOHOMHYCCKUTEC, HMHCTUTYLHMOHAJIHUTE W COUMAJIHUTE TMPEAU3BHKATEJICTBA, KOUTO

BB3MNPENATCTBAT WIH MOANOMArar TpaHc(opMalusTa Ha arpapHUsi CEKTOpP B YCJIOBHS Ha

OrpaHU4YEHH PECYPCH M HECHTYpHa [a3apHa cpe/ia.

JlucepTauMOHHUAT TPYA € CTPYKTYpHpaH aKaJeMHYHO W BKmouBa 138 cranmaptHu
CTPaHMLIH, pa3fe/ieHd B YBOJI, TPH OCHOBHM IJIaBH, 3aK/IIOUYEHHE, CMHCHK HAa H3MOJI3BaHa
JIATEpaTypa U NpUIOKEHUA. MtocTpaTUBHUAT Matepuan ce ¢hCTOM OT 33 Tabaumu u 19

durypu. bubnanorpapuara cpabpixa 101 M3TOuHMKA Ha AHIIMICKM M aNO0aHCKH €3MK —

MOHOrpaduu, HayYHH CTaTHH, OQUIMAIHHU JOKNAAH U CTATHCTHYECKH JOKYMEHTH.

B yBoma aBTOpBT NpEACTaBs MOTHBalMATa 3a U300pa HA TeMarta, U3CJIeA0BaTeNCKATa
mea M 3amayd, QOpMyJiMpa XHUIIOTe€3aTa M TMIPEJICTaBsd H3MOJI3BAaHATA METONOJIOIHS.
O6ocHoBaBa ce HEOOXOAMMOCTTa OT MHOI'OIIJIACTOB 1I0OAXO0/ NPH aHalH3a Ha NPOLIECHTE B

arpapHHs CEKTOp M Bb3ACHCTBHETO Ha PA3IMUHH (PAKTOPH BLPXY YCTOHYHBOTO pa3BUTHE Ha

CEJICKUTE palOHH.
[IbpBaTa rnaBa mnpeijara TEOPETHYEH TMperiiel Ha KOHLCMIHMHUTE 33 YCTONYMBO

pa3BUTHE B arpapHus KOHTEKCT. WUsBeneHn ca MHIHUKATOPU M MOAXOJH 3a OLIEHKa Ha

YCTOMYHBOCTTA B CEJICKHTE TEPHTOPHH, KaTO CE AKLEHTHPA HAa B3aHMOIEHCTBHETO MEXAY

HKOHOMHYECKAa JKHM3HECNIOCOOHOCT, COLHAIHA  YCTOHYMBOCT M  TMPUPOAHO-PECYPCHA

€(EKTHBHOCT.
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Bropata rnaBa e mnocBereHa Ha MeTojOJOrMATA M O0OCHOBKaTa Ha M36GpaHHs
U3CJIEI0BATENICKH au3aiiH. [Ipeacrasen € eMiupuuen anajan3, ocHoBaH Ha aHkera cpej 200
3eMeACICKH npou3BoauTean B obutmHa Ckejepaii. ABTOPLT HM3110J3Ba HKOHOMETPHYHH
METOAH, BKJIIOYHTEIHO KOPEIALMOHEH W PCrpeCHOHCH aHajiu3, 3a Ja OLUEHH BIIMAHHETO Ha
d)émopn KaTO JIOCTBIl 0 HH(pacTpykTypa. oOpa3zoBaTejHa MOArOTOBKa W
WHCTHUTYLIHOHAJIHA MOJKpENa BbPXY PE3YJITATHTC B arpapHHs CEKTOp.

Tperara rnaBa chabp)Ka aHaJW3 M MHTEPHPETALMA HA TMOJYYEHHUTE PpeE3yJITaTH.
MaenTudunmpanu ca KIlo4oBH ABHXKEIH CHIIM 3a YCTOHYHBO pa3BHTHE — MOJA00PEH JIOCTHI
no uHaHcupane, pa3BuTHE Ha HHOpacTpykTypata., npo(ecHOHAIHO O0y4YeHHE H
NMPHUCHCTBUE Ha NYOJIUYHH MHCTUTYIMH. CBLIUEBPEMEHHO ca ouepTaHH MPEIAU3BUKATE/ICTBA
U ONpaHUYEHHUA, CPEJ KOMTO: MAJIKH W pa3jpo0CHHU CTOINAHCTBA, JIMIICA HA KOOpAHHALUA
MEXAY WHCTUTYLMH, HEAOCTATBUYCH JIOCTBIT J0 Ma3zapu U cjaba aHraKMpaHOCT Ha MJaau
X0pa B 3€MEJICIIUETO.

B 3akmouyeHuero ca QopMyJIHpaHH OCHOBHHMTE W3BOAHM MU 00001IEHHA. ABTOPBT
MpeACTaBs KOHKPETHU IIpEeUIOKEHHUS 3a Nojao0psiBaHe Ha HWHCTUTYUHOHAJIHATa Cpela,
[OBUIIABaHE HA €(EKTUBHOCTTA HAa MOJUTHKMTE B arpapHhs CEKTOp M HachbpyaBaHE Ha
yCTOMYHMBOTO 3eMenoii3Bane. [ToquepraBa ce HCOOXOAMMOCTTA OT CTpaTEruyuccKa nojAKpena
32 MQJIKUTE U CPEIHM CTOMAHCTBA U OT MOAOOpsiBaHE HA Bpb3KaTa MEXKAY 3€MEICICKHUTE

[MPpOU3BOJANTCIIN, OOLLIMHCKUTE BJIACTH H AbPXKABHUTC UHCTHTYHHH.

I11. Ilpenenka Ha popmata M CbALPKAHHETO HA AHCEPTALHOHHHS TPYQ

[IpeacraBenusaT aucepraumoHed Tpya Ha Coxkon Asuc Canaxy oTroBaps Ha
aKaJIeMHYHUTE CTaHAApTH 3a Mojo0eH BHA HayuyHa pa3padoTka. TpyAbT € O(OpPMEH B
CHOTBETCTBHUE C YCTAHOBEHHUTE W3HCKBAHMSA — SCHO CTPYKTypHpaHH pasfeid (YBOL, TpH
rJ1aBy, 3aKJII0YEHUE, NMPUIOKEHU B Oubsnorpadus). KOpEKTHO H3MOJI3BAaHU aKaJACMUYHU
M3TOYHHLM, U 000CHOBAH aHAJIUTHUYCH MOJXOI.

ABTOpPBT AEMOHCTpUpa MHOro J00po Biajic€He HAa HayyHHS €3HK H TEPMHHOJIOTHA,
cienHUyYHN 3a 006J1aCTTa Ha arpapHaTta MKOHOMHKA U YCTOHUYMBOTO pa3BUTHE. TEKCTHT ce

OTJIH4aBa C MmocjaeaoBaTeJIHOCT, JIOTrHUCCKa CBBbP3aHOCT MCIKAY OTACIHHUTE YaCTH, KOPCKTHO

opopMeHH TaOAHLIM, QUrypH U NpuIoKeHUd. HM3mnosssBaHuaT eMIHpHYEeH MaTepuan e

HAaJJIC)KHO JOKYMEHTHpPAH H ChIIPOBO/ICH C 000CHOBAH METO/10JIOTHYECKH dl1apar.
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OcobeHo BHHMaHHe 3acaykaBa [M0/X0/bT HA JOKTOpPAHTa KbM aHAIM3a Ha
pesyatature. M3noa3Bann ca MKOHOMETPHUHM METOAH (perpecHOHEH H KOpeElalHOHEH
aHan3), Kakto W npuHiuMnn na TeopuaTta Ha npovsHara. Ype3 KOHTO C€ IMPOC/ie1MBaT
IPHYHHHO-CICACTBCHUTE BPb3KH MeKAY (AKTOpH Kato HMHCTHTYUHOHAIHA MOJKpena.
A0CTHIT 10 pUHAHCHpaHe, 0Opa3oBaTeIHM MHHIIMATHBH M PaBHHUIC HA TMPOJYKTHBHOCT B
arpapHmus cexrTop.

O0ocHOBaBaHETO Ha BPBL3KMTE MEKAY EMIMUPHUHHTE PE3YATaTH M TEOPETHUHHTE
KOHIICIIIMK ¢ HanpaBeHo ¢ akajaeMuuHa 3aababouenoct. [IpeactaBeHnte rpaQH4HH
MaTepHaJi M TabAMYHM  JIaHHM  CBOTBETCTBAT HA  CBHABPKAHHETO H €A  SACHO
HHTCpNpeTUpann. Cnas3eHo ¢ U3UCKBAHCTO 3d aKaJICMHYHA KOPEKTHOCT MMpH LIHTHPAHE Ha
W3TOYHHIIM M TIPEACTABAHE HA YYAJIM ABTOPH.

DopManHO-TeXHUIECKOTO oopmacHHe Ha JIMCCPTAINATA ¢ HA BHCOKO HHBO — HAJIHILE
ca KOPCKTHU MpPENpaTku, NPHIOKCH CITMCLK Ha M3NoJI3Badarta aureparypa ¢ BioveHd 101
U3TOYHHMKA, KAKTO M IPHIOKCHUA, KOHTO Cb/Ibp/KaT JIONBJAHHTCIHA CMITHPHYHA
HHPOpPMAIIUA U AHKETEH MHCTPYMCHTAPHYM.

Jlucepraumsra JICMOHCTPHPQ 31100 CHA H3CC/I0BATCIICKA padora,
METOJ10JI0rH4€ecKa KyJITypa 1 OPUEHTHPAHOCT KbM aKTYa/ iHH 1poOJIeMH B arpapHHUsS CEKTOp
Ha KocoBo. ITocraBenure 1enu M 3aaun ca W3ILJAHCHH, @ Pe3yATaTHIe ¢a aHAIHTHYHO

UHTCPINPECTHUPAHH U APryMCHTHPAHH C TNOMOIITA Ha CBLBPEMCHHH MCTOAH H TIPAKTHKH,

ChLOTBETCTBALIM Ha ME/KJAYHAPOJHHTE HAYYHH CTAHJIAPTH.

IV. Ouenka Ha ny0IHKAUHHTE HA JOKTOPAHTA

JlokropautsT Cokon Aszuc Cajlaxy € npejactaBuil yetupu nyOJHKalLMH, KOMTO ca
CBbpP3aHM TEMATHYHO C JIMCEPTALMOHHUA TPYyA H 0OXBallaT KJIIOYOBH acClEKTH OT
YCTOHYMBOTO pa3BUTHE Ha arpapHus CEKTop u ceickure paiionn B Kocoso. IlyOnnkaruuure
ca nyOJIMKYBaHH B CMIELHAIH3UPAHH HAYUYHH H3/laHHs, KOETO OTroBaps Ha H3HCKBaHHATA Ha
3PACPBb u BbTpeumiHuTe akaaemuyuu kpurepuu 3a s3audra na OHC ,jgokrop. Beuuku
nyOJIMKaLMKU ca peJaeBaHTHU CIIPAMO H3cjie/IBaHaTa 1npodeMaTika, 1EMOHCTPUpAT aKTHBHA
Hay4yHa aHraXXUpaHOCT Ha JOKTOpaHTa W MOJAKPENAT KJIIOYOBH TEMH OT JUCEpTAaLlHOHHHSA
Tpya. IloHe aBe or TiAX ca caMOCTOATC/IHHM, € CMIIMPUYEH Xapakrep M aKageMHYyHa

pelueH3HsA, KOETO € B ChLOTBETCTBHE C MHUHHUMaJHHUTE H3HCKBaHUA. Cratuure ca
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MONMYyJAPHIUPAHU YPE3 INMpPHU3HATH MCHKAYHAPOIAHNW H3JaHHsI U IUIZIT(I)OpMH, BKJIIOYHTCJIHO

TdKHBA C HHACKCHPAHC B HAYYHH 0a3u JAdHHH,

V. Hay4yHH H npaKTHKO-NPHI0KHN MPHHOCH HAa AHCEPTALMOHHHS TPYA
B mpencraBenus aucepraumoneH Tpyji ce CbABPKAT HAYYHU W HAYUHO-IIPHIOXKHHU
[IPHHOCH, KOHTO Ca SICHO (opMyJIMpaHn U nipe/icTaBeHn B apTopedepara. Te ca pe3yirTar oT

CAMOCTOATCIIHATA M3CJICAOBATEJICKA JICHHOCT Ha AOKTOpaHTa W CBOTBCTCTBAT Ha

M3HCKBaHHATA 3a pa3paboTka Ha aucepTalMoHeH Tpya 3a npuno6usane Ha OHC , mokTop®.

[1o cBos xapakrep nputocute Morat 1a ObaaT 0600UIEHH, KAKTO CJIC/BA:
e Hayunu npunocu: (1). (2)
e HayyHo-npunoxun npunocu: (3), (4)
[lpunocure ca scHO OOBBP3aHM CBC CHABPKAHHETO HA AMCEPTALIMOHHHS TPYA,

PE3Y/ITaTUTE OT EMIMPUYHOTO M3CNIEABAHE M HanpaseHHTe 00001meHns. Te ca KOHKpETHH,

apryMEHTHpPaHH! U CHOTBETCTBAT HA TEMAaTHYHUA 00XBaT Ha pa3paboTKaTa.

VI. Benpocu no auceprannoHtus Tpya

C orien ch3naBaHe Ha MPEANOCTABKH 3a 110-YOEANTEHO 3alUMTAaBaHE HA TPyJHa Ha
JIOKTOpaHTa M 3abJI00YaBaHe Ha HayyHaTa JMCKYCHA. OTIPaBAM CJEJHHTE BBIIPOCH KbM
JIOKTOpaHTa:

l. ITo KaKbB HAUYMH € OCUTYPEHO NPEJICTABUTEICTBOTO HAa aHKEeTHATa n3Banka ot 200
PECNIOH/ICHTH — OCODEHO MO OTHOIIEHHE Ha THM CTOMAHCTBO, BB3PAcT, 0Opa3oBaHHE W
y4yacTHe B IoAnoMaraiu nporpamu?

2. buxa 1 Onau BN H3BOIMTE OT aHANIM3A W 3a Jipyry oOumHN B KOcoBo, H3BBH
Ckenepail, ¥ 10 KakBa CTeneH NOJYUEHHTE pe3yiaTaTH MOraT fAa ce HW3MOoI3BaT 3a
GopMyJiHpaHe Ha HAUMOHAJIHH MOJHUTUKH?

3. HabmopnaBa jin aBTOPHT pa3iu4us BLB Bb3JCIHCTBUETO HAa MHCTHTYLMOHAIHATA
OJAKpena BbPXY CTOMAHCTBA € Pa3jiMUCH pas3Mep, Npou3BoacTBed npoduwn uau Gpopma Ha

coOCTBEHOCT?

VII. O6o6ena oueHka Ha AHCEPTALHOHHHSA TPYA H 3aKJII0UEHHE
[IpeacTaBenusT aAncepraiuionen Tpy A Hpe/IcTanisBa MaabHO W3CHeABaHe HA 3HAYMM

H aKTYalIeH ﬂpOﬁﬂCM. CBbP3dH C }'C'IOﬁ‘-lHB()TO PA3BHTHC HA arpapHusi CECKTOp B CEICKHIC
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pafionn nwa Kocoso. llpmuocwic pa zsiopa oforaiasad CHIECTRYRANITTE JNARME B
O0AACTTA HA AIPAPHATA MKOHOMAKA, KATO NPCLIATAT OPHTVIATHE CMIMHPWTHIN PEIYITaTH 0
AHATHTHYNN HACOKH 34 NOJODPHBANC HA NOIHTVEAHTE B CCICKITE POl
JIncepramonnmst TPyl O1TOBApH 1A VIICKEATHETA HA 3AKOHA 32 PAsBNTEC Ra
akasemuunns cuerap B PenvOanya buarapus 33 npucsx ane #a oOpasopateanara o
HAYYHATA CTENCH LJ0KTOP™. NOpa KoeTo ¢ VOCIOWOCT NPeUarav Ha 'LICHOBCTE R
yBaxacmoro Hayumno #ypy 4 B3eMar TOJOAHTCIHO PCHICHHS 32 NpRChRane Ha
OOpasoBaTeANaTa W HAYIHATA CTCICH LA0KTOP™ o JOXTOPCKa Nporpava JIxonomusa na

ApUpOANMIE pecypen’ ma aomaropant Coxoa Asnc Canany.

30,04.2025 1, Marorsit cranosmeto: ... \....
ip. Bapna Co =pMapns Cranmvnpona)
6
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STATEMENT

on a doctoral dissertation for the awarding of the educational and scientific degree

"Doctor" in professional field 3.8 ""Economics"

Prepared by: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Maria Radoslavova Stanimirova. scientific specialty
"Economics and Management (Agriculture)", Department of Agrarian Economics,
University of Economics — Varna

Regarding: Doctoral dissertation for the awarding of the educational and scientific
degree "Doctor" in professional ficld 3.8 "Economics". arca of higher education 3 "Social,
Economic and Legal Sciences", at the University of National and World Economy — Sofia

Basis for submitting this statement: Participation as a member of the Scientific Jury,
appointed by Rector’s Order No. 527 / 24.02.2025 of the UNWE - Sofia

Author of the dissertation: Sokol Azis Sallahu, PhD student in the doctoral program
"Economics and Management (Agrobusiness. Eco economics)". Department of Economics
of Natural Resources, UNWE — Sofia

Title of the dissertation: "Drivers and Challenges for Sustainable of Rural

Development in Kosovo — on the basis of the Skenderaj municipality™

I. Information about the PhD Candidate
The PhD candidate Sokol Azis Sallahu has been enrolled in a full-time doctoral

program in Economics of Natural Resources. within professional field 3.8 Economics, at the
University of National and World Economy (UNWE) — Sofia. His training has been carried
out in accordance with the provisions of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff

in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and the internal regulations of UNWE.

The scientific supervisor of the candidate is Prof. Dr. Diana Kopeva, and the doctoral

studies commenced on 20 May 2021.

According to the submitted documentation, the candidate holds a Bachelor’s degree in

Agribusiness from the University of Haxhi Zeka, Peja, Kosovo, and a Master’s degree in

Sustainable Development from the University of Prishtina “Hasan Prishtina”, Prishtina,
Kosovo. His professional background includes participation in research and applied projects
related to agricultural policy, sustainable development, and regional planning in Kosovo.

The dissertation is the result of an in-depth, .independent academic effort, based on a
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contemporary methodological approach and comprising empirical analysis of the challenges

to rural development in the context of the socio-cconomic dynamics of the Western

Balkans.

I1. General Presentation of the Dissertation

The doctoral dissertation of Sokol Azis Sallahu is dedicated to an important and timely
Issue — the sustainable development of the agricultural sector in the rural areas of Kosovo,
with a specific territorial focus on the Skenderaj municipality. In the context of a post-
conflict economy and ongoing efforts toward European integration, the author examines the
economic, institutional, and social challenges that ecither hinder or support the
transformation of the agricultural sector under conditions of limited resources and market
instability.

The dissertation is academically structured and consists of 138 standard pages, divided
into an introduction, three main chapters, a conclusion, a list of references, and appendices.
The illustrative material includes 33 tables and 19 figures. The bibliography comprises 101
sources in English and Albanian — monographs, scientific articles, official reports, and
statistical documents.

In the introduction, the author presents the motivation for choosing the topic, the
research aim and objectives, formulates the hypothesis, and outlines the methodology used.
The need for a multidimensional approach in analyzing processes in the agricultural sector
and the influence of various factors on the sustainable development of rural areas is
substantiated.

The first chapter provides a theoretical overview of the concepts of sustainable
development in the context of agriculture. It identifies indicators and approaches for
assessing sustainability in rural territories, with emphasis on the interaction between
economic viability, social sustainability, and natural resource efficiency.

The second chapter is devoted to the methodology and justification of the selected
research design. An empirical analysis is presented, based on a survey of 200 farmers in the
municipality of Skenderaj. The author applies econometric methods, including correlation
and regression analysis, to assess the impact of factors such as access to infrastructure,

educational background, and institutional support on outcomes in the agricultural sector.
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The third chapter contains analysis and interpretation of the research results. Key
drivers of sustainable development are identified — improved access to funding,
infrastructure development, vocational training, and the presence of public institutions. At
the same time, challenges and constraints are outlined, including small and fragmented
farms, lack of institutional coordination, limited market access, and low engagement of
young people in agriculture.

The conclusion formulates the main findings and generalizations. The author presents
concrete proposals for improving the institutional environment, increasing the effectiveness
of policies in the agricultural sector, and promoting sustainable land use. Emphasis is placed
on the need for strategic support for small and medium-sized farms, as well as on

strengthening the connection between farmers, municipal authorities, and state institutions.

I11. Assessment of the Structure and Content of the Dissertation

The submitted doctoral dissertation of Sokol Azis Sallahu meets the academic
standards for this type of scholarly work. The dissertation is structured in accordance with
established requirements — clearly defined sections (introduction, three chapters, conclusion,

appendices, and bibliography), properly cited academic sources, and a well-reasoned

analytical approach.

The author demonstrates a very good command of academic language and terminology
specific to the field of agricultural economics and sustainable development. The text is
characterized by consistency, logical coherence between the sections, and well-organized
tables, figures, and appendices. The empirical material used is carefully documented and
supported by a substantiated methodological framework.

Particular attention should be given to the candidate’s approach to analyzing the
results. Econometric methods (regression and correlation analysis) are applied, as well as
principles of the Theory of Change, through which causal relationships are traced between
factors such as institutional support, access to financing, educational initiatives, and
productivity levels in the agricultural sector.

The connections between empirical results and theoretical concepts are justified with
academic thoroughness. The graphical materials and tabular data correspond well with the
content and are clearly interpreted. The requirements for academic integrity in citing

sources and referencing the work of other authors have been met.
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The formal and technical formatting of the dissertation is of high quality — with
accurate references, a complete list of 101 bibliographic sources, and appendices that
include additional empirical data and the survey instruments used.

The dissertation demonstratcs in-depth research work, methodological competence,
and a clear orientation toward current issues in the agricultural sector of Kosovo. The stated
objectives and research tasks have been fulfilled. and the results are analytically interpreted

and supported by modern methods and practices consistent with international academic

standards.

IV. Evaluation of the Doctoral Candidate’s Publications

PhD candidate Sokol Azis Sallahu has submitted four publications that are
thematically related to the dissertation and cover key aspects of sustainable development 1n
the agricultural sector and rural areas in Kosovo. The publications have been published in
specialized scientific journals, meeting the requirements of the Law on the Development of
the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and the internal academic
criteria for awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor.”

All publications are relevant to the subject matter of the research, demonstrate the
candidate’s active scholarly engagement, and support the core themes of the dissertation. At
least two of them are single-authored, empirical in nature, and peer-reviewed, which
complies with the minimum formal requirements. The articles have been disseminated

through recognized international journals and platforms, including those indexed in

academic databases.

V. Scientific and Applied Contributions of the Dissertation

The presented dissertation contains scientific and applied contributions, which are
clearly formulated and listed in the dissertation abstract. They are the result of the
candidate’s independent rescarch activity and are in line with the requirements for the

preparation of a doctoral dissertation for the awarding of the educational and scientific

degree "Doctor."

The contributions may be summarized as follows:
e Scientific contributions: (1), (2)

e Applied contributions: (3), (4)



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

The contributions are directly related to the content of the dissertation, the results of
the empirical research, and the generalizations made. They are specific, well-argued, and

aligned with the thematic scope of the research.

VI. Questions Regarding the Dissertation

With the aim of creating conditions for a more convincing defense of the dissertation
and for deepening the scientific discussion, I would like to raise the following questions to
the PhD candidate:

1. How was the representativeness of the survey sample of 200 respondents ensured—
particularly in terms of farm type, age, education. and participation in support programs?

2. Could the findings of the analysis be considered valid for other municipalities in
Kosovo, beyond Skenderaj, and to what extent could the results be used for the formulation
of national policies?

3. Does the author observe differences in the impact of institutional support on farms

of varying size, production profile. or ownership structure?

VII. Overall Evaluation of the Dissertation and Conclusion

The presented dissertation constitutes a comprehensive study of a significant and
timely issue related to the sustainable development of the agricultural sector in the rural
areas of Kosovo. The author’s contributions enrich the existing body of knowledge in the
field of agricultural economics by offering original empirical findings and analytical
guidelines for improving rural development policies.

The dissertation meets the requirements of the Law on the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria for the conferment of the educational and
scientific degree “Doctor.” Therefore, I confidently recommend that the members of the
esteemed Scientific Jury adopt a positive decision for awarding the educational and

scientific degree "Doctor" in the doctoral program "Economics of Natural Resources" to the

PhD candidate Sokol Azis Sallahu.

April 30, 2025 Prepared bys :oqoms olismodussosakssmsnpemsensommvens

Vamna (Assoc. Pro{, Wariva Stanimirova, PhD)
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