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Ot:  Ooy. 0-p llems Heanosa buonuesa
Yuusepcumem 3a nayuonanno u c6emogHo cmonaHcmeo,
Hayuna cneyuannocm: 3.8. Hrxonomuxa. Hxomomuxa u ynpasieHue
(Unoycmpus)
OTHOCHO:  JUCEPTALMOHEH TPYA 3a MPUCHXKJIAHE HAa 00pa30BaTEIHA U HAy4YHA
CTEIEH ,JA0KTOP* no 3.8. Ukonomuxa. Ukonomuka u ynpagienue
(Unoycmpus) 8 YHCC.

OcHosanue 3a NPEICTaBSHE HA PEICH3UATA: yYaCTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO
Kypd IO 3alldTa Ha JUCEPTAMOHHHWS TPyJX ChIJIaCHO  3amoBe
Ne1334/30.04.2025r. na Pexropa na YHCC.

ABTOp Ha UCEPTALMOHHHUS TPYI: Eeenuna botikosa Ban Mencen
TemMa Ha TUcepTallMOHHUS TPY/: Usepadsicoane na pamxa 3a nookpena Ha
coyuanHume npeonpuemayy Om yHugepcumemume

1. Undopmanus 3a qnucepTanTa
JlucepTaHThT ce € oOydaBayl MO JOKTOPCKA IMporpamMa KbM Kameopa
, Inoycmpuanen  6usnec”, busnec ¢axkynmem na YHCC mno Hayuna
cneyuannocm 3.8. HUxowomuxa. Hrkonomuka u ynpaenenue (Hnoycmpusi)
cbriacHo 3anoBen Ha 3am.-pektopa mo HUJ ma YHCC Ne572/09.03.2021r.
OO0y4eHHeTo € OCBIIECTBEHO B pedosHa, popma npe3 nepuona 23.02.2021r 1o
25.04.2025r.
o Kpamka buoepaghuuna cnpaska
Jloxm. Esenuna Ban Mencen e pooena npesz 1984e., npez 2007e.
3aeévpwiea bOakanaevpcka cmenen no Xomencku Menuddcmvrum, 6
llopmcemymcexu Yuusepcumem, npes 2016e. mazucmvpcka cmeneHn no
busnec Aomunucmpayus 3a Ynpasnemcku Kaopu 6 Amepukancku
Vuusepcumem bwvreapus, om 2021e. e Ookmopawm 8 Kam.
Hnoycmpuanen ouznec, YHCC.
Braoee omnuuen anenuiicku esux u gppencku Ha 006po pasHuuye.
Hma npeonpuemauecku u ynpagieHcku onum.
o [lpumedicasa  akademuven onum, npuoooum 8  AmepukamcKu
Vuueepcumem 6 bwaecapus, «xvoemo 600u  OUCYUNIUHU, KAMO:



Mapkemumneosu npoyyeanus, IIpeonpuemauecmso, Coyuanno
npeonpuemavecmeo, YnpasieHue Ha npomanama, Ycmouuuso pazgumue.
Ocsen mosa e Ilpenooasamen no busnec 6 Yuunuwe 3a busnec
KOMnemeHyuu.

Kpamka ungopmayus 3a usnvineHuemo HA UHOUBUOYATHUS NIAH.
Huousuoyannusm nian Ha OOKMOPAHMA € UNBIHEH 6 NbIHA CMEeNeH.
Bzemu ca ecuuxu uzuckyemu usnumu, uUsnvIHEHU ca Kpumepuume 3d
nyonuxayuu, npeocmaser e oucepmayuonen mpyo. Ilo epeme Ha
obyuenuemo cu ooxmopaum Ban Mencen demoncmpupa eucokusm cu
Hayuyen nomeHyuan 8 ooyuaemama kameopa, Kakmo u 6 y4acmuemo cu 8
MHOXHCECTBO MENCOYHAPOOHU KOHpepeHyuu U 0OKMOPanmcKu o0yuenus,
KaKmo 6 Cmpanama maxka u U38bH Hesl.

2. O01a xapakTepuCcTHKA HA MpeICTABEHUs TUCEPTANUOHEH TPY/L
Jucepmayuonnusm mpyo uma CcmaHOApMHA HAYYHA CMPYKMYpd.
Paszpabomen e 6 uemupu enasu, 6 xoumo ce paszeneddcoa npeceuHama
MmouKka Medxcoy coyuarHume npeonpuemavu, npeonpuemaveckama
exocucmema u yHugepcumemume. Ha msaxua 6aza ce omkpusam u
Mexanusmume 3a noodkpena. Yeooa e 00bpe cmpyKmypupawm, 8 He20
NPUCBCMBAM BCUUKU USUCKYEMU eleMeHMmU, KOUMOo cd SICHO U CMUCTIEHO
ouepmanu. Ilvpsama 2nasa e noceemena Ha WUPOK Jumepamypen 0030p
u e Hapeyena , Teopemuuen auanu3 U CcuHmes HA COYUATHUME
npeonpuemady Kamo 4acm om COYUAIHAma UKOHOMUKA U pOJISIMA HA
YHUeepcumemume 6 maAxHama nookpena‘“. B nesa ca oOegunupanu
coyuanHama UKOHOMUKA u coyuanHume npeonpuemayu,
npeouzeukamencmeama npeo msax, y4acmHuyume 6 eKocucmemamad,
nOOKpenawu coyuaiHume npeonpuemavu. Axyewm e nOCMAageH Gbpxy
ponama Ha yYHusepcumemume 6 HNpeonpuemaieckama exKocucmema
gvnpocume. Om 2naeama 5CHO ce BUNHCOAm aA8MOpPOSUAM ONUM 8
aHanu3a u cummesda HA HAYYHA JumMepamypd, KaKmo u uspazeHume
aA8mMoposyU No3UYUU U KOMNEmeHyuy no memamad.

Bmopama 2nasa, cevpzana ¢ paspabomeane na ,, Teopemuynu
NnepcneKmusy 3a uszpaxcoame Ha Memooukama Ha OucepmayuoHHuUs
mpyo“. B Hes oOoxkmopawm FEeenuna Ban Mencen paszenexcoa
VHUBEPCUMEMCKU NOOX00U U MEXAHUIMU 3d Cb30asaHe HA COYUATHO U
eKOJI02UYHO 8b30elicmaue, U pazpabomea u npuiaza asmopos Mooel 3d
nooKkpena Ha coyuanHume npeonpuemauu, Hapeden mooen SKILL. B
enasama ca 0aoeHu U OCHO8UME 3a NO-HAMAMBYHO U3CLed8aHe, upes
Teopuss na "egpexmyayusma" (Effectuation theory); Obyuenue upe3
npexcussasane (Experiential learning) u Jlumamuunu cnocobrnocmu.



Cuumam, ye masu enasa e 000pe pazeuma u KOpecnoHoupa ¢ no-
HAMAamvuiHume Hyxcou Ha OUcepmayuoOHHuIm mpyo.

Tpemama enasa e noceéemena Ha npedcmasgsiHemo Ha ,,Memoouka Ha
eMNUPUYHOMO U3CTe08aHe 3d U32PAJCOAHe HA PAMKA 3d NOOKpena Ha
coyuannume npeonpuemauwu om  yuueepcumemume. B Hes e
npeocmaseHr yeausim memoooiocuter anapam, Koumo 6 nocieocmsue e
U3NON36AH 34 NPAKMUYECKO U3CTIe08AHe.

Yemsvpmama enasa e oszaenasena ,, IIpakmuuecko usciedsame 3a
usepasicoane Ha pamka Ha NOOKpena Ha COYUAIHUme npeonpuemadu om
yuugepcumemume . T npeocmaes wupok HaOop om pe3yimamu
CBLP3AHU C AH2AJCUPAHEMO HaA eKocucmemama 3d NoOKpena Ha
coyuanHume npeonpuemayu; 0opazosamennume npocpamu no COYUAIHO
npeonpuema4ecmeo, Kamo yacm om noOKpensawama pamrka, mpancgepa
Ha 3HAaWusi KoM coyuainume npeonpuemadu. Ha msaxna 6asa e
paspabomena YsaioCmMHAMA pPAMKA U € U38e0eHd NbMHA Kapma 3d
HellHomo npunazaue. JJokmopanma 0asa u 00eKMuHU NPenopvKU KbM
3aunmepecosarume CMmpamu.

Obwama Mmu oyeHka 3a CMPYKMypama U CobObPHCAHUECMO HA
OucepmayuoHHUsIm mpyo e, 4e e paspabomen ¢ 6UCOKA KOMNEMeHmMHOCH
U NPUMENCABa BUCOKA HAYUHA COUHOCTI.

Ilo omnowenue na obema, oucepmayuoHHusIm mpyo e papabomer Ha
243cmp.

Oyenka 3a. AxmyanHocm Ha memama- aKMyajiHOCMma HA memama e
bescnopHa, ms npeocmasinsd uHmepec, Kakmo om HayyeH maxda u om
npakmuuecxku xapakmep; Lleima e xopexmuo Oegpunupana, a uMeHHO:
da cv30ade u ymevpou pamKa 3a HNOOKpena Ha COYUAIHUmMe
npeonpuemadu, upe3  Cvlecmeysaujume SbMpewtHu U BbHUIHU
YVHU8epcumemcku pecypcu; 3adayume ca OpeaHUu3UpaHu Hno HAYUH,
800euwy 00 U3NvIHeHuemo Ha nocmagenama yei.; Obekma Ha uscied8ane
e KOpeKmHO OeuHupaw, moea ca CcoyuaiHume npeonpuemadu;
Ilpeomema na uzcnedsane e npasuino depunupan. Tot e HacoueHn Kvm
HYoICOUme Ha CcoyuarHume npeonpuemadu u Kax me moz2am 0a 0voam
NOOKpeneHu 0m eKocucmemama u no-KOHKpemHo Om yHugepcumemume;
OcHnosHama me3a Ha OUCepmMayuoHHUus mpyo e KOPeKmHo OepuHUpaua.
Ts e Ookazama ¢ YsAI0CMHOMO paspabomeame Ha OUCEPMAYUOHHUSIM
mpyo.

H3znonzeana mayuuna aumepamypa. Hoxmopaum Eeenuna Ban Mencen
oeMOoHCcmpupa 3a0blbOOYeHU NO3HAHUL NO  npobiemamuxama Ha
oucepmayuoHuusm mpyo. Aumanuzume u ce ocHosagam Ha 6Oauzo 500
U3BMOYHUKA, 2]IABHO OM NbPEUYHU HAYYHU 0A3U OAHHU.



3. OuneHka Ha MOJyYeHUTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

Ilocmuenamume pezyrimamu 6 OUCEPMAYUOHHUSL MPYO CEUOEMENCMBAMm
3a BUCOKA HAYYHA CMOUHOCH, OCHOBAHA HA HAYYHU U HAYYHO-NPUTONCHU
pesyrmamu. [Joxmopaum Eeenuna Ban Mencen ycnewno awanuzupa u
CUHmMe3Upa HAYYHA UHDOpMayusi om 20aaM 0Oem Hayyu nyonuKayuu u
usgexcoa  eKCnepmHo  aemopoo  MHeHue no  meMamuxa — Ha
uscneosarnemo. B cvupomo epeme demoncmpupa ymerus u 000vp nooxoo
3a paszeumue HA HAYYHU MOOEIU, KAKMO U NPAKMUYECKOMO UM
npuiodiceHue.

Hsnonzeanama memooono2us e sACHO OnuUcana u 600U 00 NOCMueane Ha
Jrcenanume pe3yimamu.

Jlasam eucoxka oyenka Ha U3NBIHEHUEMO HA NOCMAGEHUmMe 3a0ayl,
Koumo  06e3CcnopHo  8odsam 00 NOCMU2AHemO HAd  yeima Ha
oucepmayuoHHus mpyo.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU TPUHOCH
Jucepmanma nocousa 6 Op. HayuHu U HAYYHO-NPUTONCHU NPUHOCU, A
UMEHHO: Cucmemamusupan npezneo Ha  Jumepamypama,
Meswcoynapoono emnupuuro uzcineogane; Pazpabomeane u npuiazane Ha
SKILL mooen; Ilpeocmucnane ma ponama Ha YHUepcumemume 8
nookpenama Ha coyuaiHu npeonpuemadu; Cvuemasare HA GbMpeUiHU
pecypcu ¢ aHeaxcupame Ha exkocucmemama; Pawmka 3a nookpena u
nvmua kapma 3a npuaazanemo u . Cyumam, ye me ca peiresaHmuu u
ACHO — u3pasaseam — nocmucHamama — 0obaeewa  CMOUHOCM — HaA
oucepmayuoHHUsM mpyo.

Cpeo msx, ¢ Hati-eoniamo 3Hauenue moz2a 0a omkpos asmoposus SKILL
MoOen, KAakmo U usepaxcoanemo HA pamkama 3a Nookpena u
npunodiceHama KoM Hesi nbmua kapma. Te npumedsicagam 6ucoka Hay4Ha
CMOUHOCIM U OONPUHACAM 3a PA36UMUEMO HA HAYYHUme 6v321e0U 8
memamukama Ha COYUaIHoOmo nPeonpuemMasecmeo.

5. OmneHka Ha My0JMKALMUTE 10 AUCEPTAIUATA

Jlokmopanma uma nyoauxyeanu 8 nybnuxkayuu u 1 6 npoyec Ha
nyonukyeame. Bcuuxu nybauxayuu ca 6 cvagmopcmeo, 21a6HO C
HayuHume pvbKO8OOumenu om 08ama YHuUsepcumema u Opyeu U3s6eHuU
VUeHuU.

Ilyorukayuume ca kakmo cnedéa:



Van Mensel, E., Dentchev, N.A., Samaniego Diaz, A., Izquierdo, E.,
Yordanova, Z. (2024). The Role of Universities in Social Enterprises'
Ability to Scale: a Dynamic Capabilities Approach, Economic Studies,
34 (3).

2. Van Mensel, E., Yordanova, Z., Dentchev, N.A., Salas-Vargas, J.
(2023). The Social Third Mission of Universities: Towards a Unified
Framework, Economic Alternatives, in print

3. Van Mensel, E., Yordanova, Z., Dentchev, N.A. (2024).
INNOVATION NETWORKS IN SUPPORT OF SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS, Report of the National Round Table "Formal and
Informal Innovation Networks", ISBN (online) 978-954-23-2493-5,
Available at: https://dlib.uni-svishtov.bg/handle/10610/5024

4. Van Mensel, E., Yordanova, Z., Dentchev, N.A. (2024). THE
EVOLUTION OF AN EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING STUDENT
PROJECT - A JOURNEY ON THE NEXUS OF ACADEMY AND
PRACTICE, SCIENTIFIC TALES OF UNWE, IK-UNWE ISSN
(online): 2534-8957; ISSN (print): 0861-9344

5. Van Mensel, E., Yordanova, Z., Dentchev, N.A. (2024). THE ROLE
OF REAL ESTATE IN THE INTEGRATION OF SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS IN THE ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEM.
10th Jubilee International Conference "REAL ESTATE & BUSINESS"
6. Van Mensel, E., Leyen, B., Dentchev, N.A. (2024). Institutional
Pathways in the Support of Social Entrepreneurs: The Role of
Municipalities. Mondragon Unibertsitatea, New Business Models
Conference Proceedings 2024, Available at:
https://ebiltegia.mondragon.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11984
16462/1D207_VAN_MENSEL _shortpap_Institutional _Pathways In_T



he Support_Of Social_Entrepreneurs.pdf?sequence=1

- 7. Van Mensel, E., Dentchev, N. A., Yordanova, Z., Diaz, A. S., &
Izquierdo, E. (2023). Mind the gap: exploring the intersecting
viewpoints of social entrepreneurs and universities in the ecosystem in
support of sustainability. New Business Models Conference
Proceedings 2023. Maastricht University Press.
https://doi.org/10.26481/mup.2302

- 8. Ivan-Svetoslav, P. & Van Mensel, E. (2024). The evolution of a
sustainability oriented student project- a journey on the nexus of
academia and practice. AUBG 18th Student-faculty Conference
“Fellowship of the Mind” 2024. https://indico-
cos.aubg.edu/event/2/book-of-abstracts.pdf

- Tloo neuam:

- 1. Van Mensel, E., Dentchev, N.A., Yordanova, Z., Diaz-Gonzalez, A.
(2023). Effectuation at work in universities: using what is at hand to
support social entrepreneurs.

Bcuuxume nybauxayuu ca cévpzanu ¢ memamuxama HaA HAYYHOMO
uscneosawe.

o [lybnuxayuume ca UHOEKCUpAHU, KAKMO 8 NbPEUYHU HAYYHU O6A3U OAHHU,
maka u 6ve emopuunu. Ilposepxama 3a yumupyemocm nokasa, ye ca
Hanuunyu u yumamu Ha nyoauxayuume. Toea e ocHosanue oa ce mevpou,
ye nNyoIUKAYUOHHAmMa OetHOCH HA OOKMOPAHmMAa uma 00opa cmeneH Ha
pasnpocmpanerue 8 HAYYHama aumepamypd, owje noseue, we ms e 8
HAYa10mo Ha akadeMuyHama cu Kapuepad.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

o Asmopepepama e omauuHo pazpabomeH, KOPEKMHO  OmMpassied
CLOBPIUCAHUEO U HAYUYHAMA CMOUHOCM HA OUCEPMAYUOHHUSIM MPYO.
Om Heeco060mMO CvHOBPICAHUE HUMAMETAM JIeCHO MOodce 0a 0odue
npeocmasa 3a CbWHOCMMA U 3HAYUMOCMMA HA U3CIe08aHama mema u
0obpe cevputenama paboma Ha ookmopaum Ban Mencen.



/. Kputu4Hu 0eJie:KKH, IPeNnOPbKU U BbIIPOCH
Kpumuunu benestcku Kom oucepmayuoHHUAm mpyo HAMAM.

Bbnpocu:

1. lo kKakbB HAYMH M3KYCTBEHUS] WHTEJEKT MOKe /A
NMOANOMOIrHe BPBb3KAaTa MeAY COUMAIHUTE NMpeanpueMadu H
YHUBeEpCUTETUTE?

2. Cunrare Jid, 4ye ObJTrapCKUTEe YHUBEPCUTETH MMAT KAaNlauuTeT
A2 OKakKaT IMOAKpeNna Ha COUMAJHUTE IMpeANnpHeMayd B
AbpKaBaTa?

8. 3akJiouenue

Ha 6a3a nayunama cmoiinocm na paspabomenus oucepmayuoner mpyo,
0eMOoHCmpUpanume KoMnemeHyuy Ha OOKMopanma, TUdHume Mu 6neqyamiaeHus
om HeuHume CNOCOOHOCMU, NYOIUKAYUOHHAMA U OeUHOCH U 8CUYKU Opyeu
npedocmaegenu 00Ka3ameicmed, ¢ NviHa yoedeHocm 3asa6i6am ceoemo ,,3a"
npucwvacoarnemo Ha OHC ,,0okmop ““ na doxmopanm Eeenuna Ban Mencen.

23.05.2025r
Codus IToamuc:



~_UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

EVALUATION REVIEW

By: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Petya Ivanova Biolcheva
University of National and World Economy;
Scientific specialty: 3.8. Economics. Economics and Management
(Industry)
Regarding: Dissertation thesis for the award of the educational and scientific
degree ""Doctor"" in 3.8. Economics. Economics and Management
(Industry) at the University of National and World Economy.

Reason for submitting the review: Participation in the scientific jury for the
defense of the dissertation according to Order No. 1334/30.04.2025 of the
Rector of UNWE.

Author of the dissertation:  Evelina Boykova Van Mensel
Title of the dissertation: DEVELOPING A FRAMEWORK FOR
UNIVERSITY-LED SUPPORT OF SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS

1. Information about the dissertant
The doctoral candidate pursued their studies under the doctoral program at the
Department of Industrial Business, Faculty of Business at UNWE, specializing
in 3.8. Economics — Economics and Management (Industry), as per Order No.
572/09.03.2021 issued by the Vice-Rector for Research and Development. The
training was conducted in the regular form from 23.02.2021 to 25.04.2025.

e Brief biographical information

Dr. Evelina Van Mensel was born in 1984. In 2007, she obtained a
Bachelor's degree in Hotel Management from the University of
Portsmouth. In 2016, she completed her Master's degree in Business
Administration for Management Personnel at the American University in
Bulgaria. Since 2021, she has been a doctoral student at the Department
of Industrial Business, UNWE.



She speaks excellent English and has a good command of French. She
possesses entrepreneurial and managerial experience.

Academic experience

Her academic experience includes teaching at the American University
in Bulgaria, where she has lectured in subjects such as Marketing
Research, Entrepreneurship, Social Entrepreneurship, Change
Management, and Sustainable Development. She is also a Business
Lecturer at the School of Business Competencies

Implementation of the Individual Plan

The doctoral candidate's individual study plan has been fully
implemented. All required exams have been successfully completed,
publication criteria have been met, and the dissertation has been
submitted. During her studies, Evelina Van Mensel demonstrated high
scientific potential within her department and actively participated in
numerous international conferences and doctoral training programs,
both domestically and internationally.

2. General Characteristics of the Dissertation

The dissertation follows a standard scientific structure and is divided into
four chapters that explore the intersection between social entrepreneurs,
the entrepreneurial ecosystem, and universities. These chapters also
identify mechanisms to support social entrepreneurs.

The introduction is well structured and contains all required elements,
which are clearly and meaningfully outlined.

The first chapter, titled "Theoretical Analysis and Synthesis of Social
Entrepreneurs as Part of the Social Economy and the Role of
Universities in Their Support,” offers a broad literature review. It defines
social economy and social entrepreneurs, examines the challenges they
face, and identifies participants in the entrepreneurial ecosystem
supporting them. The chapter emphasizes the role of universities in this
ecosystem and discusses associated issues. Evelina Van Mensel
demonstrates strong analytical skills and an ability to synthesize
scientific literature while presenting well-formed opinions on the topic.
The second chapter, "Theoretical Perspectives for Developing the



Dissertation Methodology,” examines university approaches and
mechanisms for generating social and environmental impact. Evelina
Van Mensel introduces and applies her original support model, the
SKILL model, as a framework for aiding social entrepreneurs. This
chapter also lays the groundwork for further research, utilizing theories
such as Effectuation Theory, Experiential Learning, and Dynamic
Capabilities. The chapter is well developed and contributes effectively to
the overall dissertation.

The third chapter, "Empirical Research Methodology for Building a
Framework to Support Social Entrepreneurs from Universities," outlines
the entire methodological apparatus, which was subsequently used for
practical research.

The fourth chapter, "A Case Study on Building a Framework to Support
Social Entrepreneurs from Universities,” presents a wide range of
research results. It discusses ecosystem engagement in supporting social
entrepreneurs, educational programs related to social entrepreneurship
as part of the supportive framework, and knowledge transfer to social
entrepreneurs. Based on these findings, the dissertation develops a
comprehensive framework and provides a roadmap for its
implementation. The author also offers well-founded recommendations to
stakeholders.

My overall assessment of the structure and content of the dissertation is
that it has been developed with high competence and possesses
significant scientific value.

In terms of volume, the dissertation consists of 243 pages.

Assessment Criteria

Relevance of the topic: The topic is highly relevant, both scientifically
and practically. Defined goal: The dissertation aims to create and
establish a framework for supporting social entrepreneurs using existing
university resources. Organization of tasks: The tasks are systematically
structured to achieve the dissertation's primary goal. Research object:
Social entrepreneurs are correctly identified as the research object.
Research subject: The research is focused on the needs of social
entrepreneurs and how universities can support them. Main thesis: The
dissertation's thesis is well defined and effectively proven throughout the
study.

Scientific literature used. Doctoral student Evelina Van Mansel
demonstrates in-depth knowledge of the issues of the dissertation. Her
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analyses are based on nearly 500 sources, mainly from primary scientific
databases.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

The dissertation presents six scientific contributions:

Systematic literature review

International empirical research

Development and implementation of the SKILL model

Rethinking the role of universities in supporting social entrepreneurs
Combining internal resources with ecosystem engagement

Development of a support framework and a roadmap for its
implementation

Among these contributions, the SKILL model and the support
framework hold significant scientific value, advancing academic
perspectives on social entrepreneurship.

4. Evaluation of dissertation publications

The doctoral candidate has 8 published papers and 1 paper in press, all
co-authored with academic supervisors and renowned scholars. The
publications are indexed in both primary and secondary scientific
databases and have received citations, reflecting their dissemination
within the scientific community.

The publications are as follows:

- Van Mensel , E., Dentchev , N.A., Samaniego Diaz , A., Izquierdo , E.,
Yordanova , Z. (2024). The Role of Universities in Social Enterprises’
Ability this Scale : a Dynamic Capabilities Approach , Economic
Studies , 34 (3).

- 2. Van Mensel , E., Yordanova , Z., Dentchev , NA, Salas-Vargas , J.
(2023). The Social Third Mission of Universities : Towards a Unified
Framework, Economic Alternatives , in print

- 3. Van Mensel , E., Yordanova , Z., Dentchev , NA (2024).
INNOVATION NETWORKS IN SUPPORT OF SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS, Report of the National Round Table " Formal™
and Informal Innovation Networks ", ISBN ( online ) 978-954-23-
2493-5, Available at : https://dlib.uni-svishtov.bg/handle/10610/5024

- 4. Van Mensel , E., Yordanova , Z., Dentchev , NA (2024). THE
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EVOLUTION OF AN EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING STUDENT
PROJECT - A JOURNEY ON THE NEXUS OF ACADEMY AND
PRACTICE, SCIENTIFIC TALES OF UNWE, IK-UNWE ISSN
(online): 2534-8957; ISSN ( print ): 0861-9344

- 5.Van Mensel , E., Yordanova , Z., Dentchev , NA (2024). THE ROLE
OF REAL ESTATE IN THE INTEGRATION OF SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS IN THE ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEM.
10th Jubilee International Conference "REAL ESTATE & BUSINESS"

- 6. Van Mensel , E., Leyen , B., Dentchev , N.A. (2024). Institutional
Pathways in the Support of Social Entrepreneurs : The Role of
Municipalities . Mondragon University , New Business Models
Conference Proceedings 2024, Available at X
https://ebiltegia.mondragon.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11984
16462/1D207_VAN_MENSEL _shortpap_Institutional _Pathways In_T
he Support_Of Social _Entrepreneurs.pdf?sequence=1

- 7. Van Mensel , E., Dentchev , NA, Yordanova , Z., Diaz , AS, &
Izquierdo , E. (2023). Mind the gap : exploring the intersecting
viewpoints of social entrepreneurs and universities in the ecosystem in
support of sustainability . New Business Models Conference
Proceedings 2023. Maastricht University Press
https://doi.org/10.26481/mup.2302

- 8. Ivan-Svetoslav , P. & Van Mensel , E. (2024). The evolution of a
sustainability oriented student project - a journey him/her the nexus of
academy and practice . AUBG 18th Student-faculty Conference ”

Fellowship of  the Mind " 2024. https://indico-
cos.aubg.edu/event/2/book-of-abstracts.pdf
- Under seal:

- 1. Van Mensel , E., Dentchev , NA, Yordanova , Z., Diaz-Gonzalez , A.
(2023). Effectuation at work in universities : using what is at hand
this support social entrepreneurs .

All publications are related to the topic of the scientific research.

The publications are indexed in both primary and secondary scientific
databases. The citation check showed that citations of the publications
are also available. This is a reason to claim that the doctoral student's
publication activity has a good degree of distrubution in the scientific
literature, especially since she is at the beginning of her academic
career.
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5. Evaluation of the Abstract

The abstract is well-developed and accurately reflects the dissertation’s
content and scientific contributions. Readers can readily grasp the
study’s significance and the doctoral candidate’s academic rigor.

6. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

| have no critical comments regarding the dissertation.

Questions:

3. How can Artificial Intelligence enhance the connection
between social entrepreneurs and universities?

4. Do Bulgarian universities have the capacity to effectively
support social entrepreneurs in the country?

7. Conclusion
Based on the dissertation’s high scientific value, the demonstrated
competencies of the doctoral candidate, her publication activity, and additional

supporting evidence, | strongly recommend awarding the degree of Doctor to
Evelina Van Mensel.

Date 23.05.2025
Sofia Signature: ..............oeeiiiinnn.

13



