YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBHUIIE

Ot:  ooyenm ooxkmop Enxa ['eopeuesa Bacunesa,
Vuueepcumem 3a nayuonanno u c6emogHo Cmonancmeo,
IIpoghecuonanno mnanpasnenue 3.7 Aomunucmpayus u ynpasieHue,
Hayuna  cneyuannocm , Pecuonanno paseumue  (cmpamezuyecko
niaHupane u yCmouuuso pazgumue Ha pecuonume)

OTHOCHO: JUCepTAllMOHEH TPYJ 3a MPUCHXKIaHEe Ha 00pa30BaTe/IHA U HAy4YHA
CTEINECH ,JA0KTOP* MO HayuHa cneyuaiHocm ,,AIMUHHUCTpaLUs U

ynpasienue (peruonaito paszputue) B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha TUCEPTALIMOHHHUS TPYI: Apmvom Anamonuesuu byxmeeg
Tema Ha TUcepTallMOHHUS TPY/I: Hnmenuecenmuo pazeumue Ha pecuonume
8 FOzouzmouna bvaeapus

OcHnoeanue 3a IPEACTABIHE HA CTAHOBUILETO: YYAaCTUE B ChCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO
Kypu TIO 3allluTa Ha JHUCEPTAllMOHHUA TpyA cbriacHo 3amoBen Ne
1365/02.05.2025 r. na 3amectHHK-pekTopa mo HMJ] na YHCC.

1. NUndopmanus 3a 1ucepTanTa

JlucepTaHThT ce € oOydaBaj IO JOKTOPCKAa IporpamMa KbM Kameopda
,, Pecuonanno pazeumue *“ npu ¢paxynmem ,, Ynpasnenue u aomunucmpayus‘‘ Ha
YHCC no nayuna cneyuannocm ,,AIMUHUCTpAIIMS U yIIpaBieHUE (PErHOHAIHO
pasButue)“, cbrimacuo 3amoBen Ha Pexropa ma YHCC Ne 1190/21.04.2021r.
OO0yueHneTo € OCBIIECTBEHO B pedogra Gopma mipe3 nepuona ot 07.04.2021r.
no 07.04.2024r., ¢ yabmken nepuon oT 1 (egna) romuna go 07.04.2025r.
JlokTopaHT ApThOM AHATOJIMEBUY byXTeeB € M3NBJIHWI B TBJICH 00eM
NPEABUICHUTE JICHHOCTH B WHAMBUIAYATHUS TUIaH 3a MMEpHoaa Ha 0O0YYCHHETO
CH W € OTYMCJICH C TIpaBO Ha 3aluTa Ha JUCEPTAIIMOHHUS CH TPYA B
YCTAaHOBEHHS OT HOPMATHBHUTE aKTOBE CPOK.

2. O01ma xapakTepuCTUKA HA NPeCTABEHUS TUCEPTAIUOHEH TPY/
JIucepTalmOHHUAT TPya € B 00em oT 164 (cTo ImecTaeceT W YeTHPH)



CTaHJAPTHU CTPAHUIIM U BKIIOYBA YBOJ, TPU IJIaBH, 3aKJIIOUYCHHE, OCHOBHHU
HAy4YHU MMOCTIKEHUS ¢ TIPUHOCEH XapakTep U Oubiamorpadus Ha U3MOI3BAHUTE
u3TouHulM. [IpunokeH € U CIHUChK ChC ChKpamieHus. KpM Bcsika riiaBa ca
000c00eHN W3BOAM U O0O0OOIIEHUs, KOUTO Ca II0COYECHH B HAYAIHOTO
ChABpKAHUE HA HAYUHUS TPYI.

B ocHoBHUS TekcT ca BkItoueHH 6 (1mect) Tabauum U 11 (emunanecer)
¢urypu, Bcsika o00O3HAUEHA CbHC 3aTBDKUTCITHUTE PEKBU3UTH, BKI. W
MM030BaBAHETO HA W3KYCTBEH HMHTENEKT. ABTOPBHT CHCTEMHO M HW3UEPHATEITHO
o0ocHOBaBa n300pa cu Ha Tema. MHOro 1o0pe € apryMeHTHpaHa akTyaJIHOCTTa
Ha W30paHMs 3a W3CIICIBAHEC HAy4eH MPOoOJeM, a MMEHHO: KaKkBa € poJiaTa Ha
WHTEJIMIEHTHOTO TIUIAHUpPAHE, BHEAPSIBAHETO HA JUTUTAIHH TEXHOJIOTHU U
pUJIaraHEeTO Ha YCTOWYMBHU TMOJIMTUKHU B MOJKpENa Ha MOBUIIECHA PETHOHATHA
KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCT U TI0JIOOPEHO KayeCTBO Ha JKUBOT 3a XOparta.

JlemoHCcTpUpa ce 3aabia004eHO TMO3HaBaHEe Ha IMpoOjeMaTukara u
aKTyaJHUTE H3CIeABaHUS B HayyHaTa oOnacT. SICHO ca mocoyeHu OOEKT U
IpeIMEeT Ha U3CIICJIBAHETO, IIETa U U3CIIEIOBATEIICKUTE 3aa4l, Ype3 KOUTO TsI
na ObJIe U3ITbIHEHA.

[IpeacTaBeHOTO HaydyHO W3CJIEIBAaHE WMa 3aBBPIICH BHJ, KarTo
MPUTE)KaBa BCHYKH H3UCKYEMH CTPYKTYpPHH M CBHIBPXKATEITHH EJICMEHTH.
[TocoueHn ca M3pUYHO W OTPAaHUYCHHATA HA JWCEPTAMOHHOTO HM3CJICIABAHE,
CBBP3aHU C POJISITa HA MyOJUYHO-YACTHUTE MAPTHHOPCTBA B WHTCIUTCHTHOTO
PETHOHATHO Pa3BUTHE W BB3JACHCTBHETO Ha IMGPOBUTE HWHOBAIUUA BBPXY
COIMATHO-MKOHOMHYECKUTE TIPOIIECH B TpajcKa cpela, KaKToO W BPEMEBHST
nepuoj 2014-2024 r. O6muna byprac e u3nos3BaHa Kato 1ejeBa TepUTopus 3a
MPUIOKEHUE HAa MHTEIIMTEHTHHU MOJUTUKHA Ha PETMOHATTHO HUBO.

[TonoxuTenHa OleHKa 3acilykaBa U Mpenu3Ho GopMyupaHaTa OCHOBHA
T€3a OTHOCHO MPHUHOCHT HA JUTHTAIHATA TpaHCcPopMallds Ha PETUOHUTE 3a
Ch3/IJaBAHETO HA HOBU BH3MOXKHOCTH 32 YCTOWYMBO PA3BUTHUE U YIIPaBICHUE,
KakTo U (pOKycHpaHUTE BBIIPOCHU 3a MPOYUYBAHE B MPOIlEca Ha aHAJIM3a OTHOCHO:

— TOBWIIABAaHETO HAa  WHBECTUIIMOHHATA  TPHUBICKATCIHOCT  Ha

TEPUTOPHUSATA;
— CTHUMYJUpPAHETO Ha TMPEANPUEMAYECTBOTO M HU3TPAXKIAHETO Ha
IUTUTAITHA XBOOBE;
— ONTUMH3AIMUATA Ha MMyOJNHMYHUTE YCIyTH, 4pe3 aBTOMATH3aIUsi U
WHTEJUTCHTHHU T1aTGOPMH 3a YIIpaBJeHUE Ha TPajJcKaTa Cpena;
— HMHTETpaIusATa Ha 3eJICHU TEXHOJOTHU B WHIYCTPUATHUTE 30HH, KaTO
€JIEMEHT Ha MHTEIIMTEHTHOTO PETHOHAIHO Pa3BHUTHE.
bubmuorpaduara mno aucepramuara B o00eM oT 132 uU3TOYHUKA,
MoJICKa3Ba 3a 3aJbJIOOYCHAa TEOPETHMYHA TOJATOTOBKA U EMIIMpUYHA
nH()OpMUPAHOCT Ha aBTOpa Mo u30paHara Tema. M3mon3Banara nuteparypa €



pa3HoOOpa3Ha, JOCTaThbUyHA W OMpeaesieHo (hoKycupaHa BBHPXY H3CICIBAHUS
Hay4eH IpoOJIeM.

3. OueHka Ha MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJTaTH

be3cnopHO MHTEPAUCHUIUIMHAPHUAT XapakTep Ha TeMaTa U BCUYKHU
3acerHaTd B HEWHHUsSI O0OXBaT BBIPOCH MPABHIHO Ca HACOYMIIM aBTOpa KbM
MPUWJIAraHe Ha MUPOK CIEKTHP OT HHCTPYMEHTH U TEXHHUKH 32 aHAJIU3 U OLICHKA.

Mertonosorusita, KOATO JOKTOPAaHT byXTeeB H3MOJ3Ba  BKIIOYBA
Ka4eCTBCHH M KOJIMYECTBEHHU METOU, CPEJl KOUTO KOHTEHT aHAIN3, a0CTPaKITUs
u 00001IeHne, UHAYKIUS U JACAYKIHs, UCTOPUICCKA U (HOPMATHO-JTOTHICCKU
MOJXO/IM, CPABHUTEIIHU Ka3yCH, €KCIIEPTHU OLICHKM M TEPECHHU MNPOy4YBaHUA,
TE€ONPOCTPAHCTBEH aHAJIU3 HA IAHHU U JIP.

[IpoBeneHO € M aHKETHO NMPOYyYBaHE C M3rOTBEHA AHKETHA KapTa, KOSITO
ce mpuiara 3a eMIMPUYHOTO u3cienBane. CucremaTu3upaHaTa nHGopMaIms e
aHAJIM3UpaHa 4Ype3 H3I0J3BAHE HA CHBPEMEHHU CTATUCTUYECKH METOIU U
WKOHOMETPHUYHHU MOJICJIH, JABAIld Bb3MOKHOCT 3a PA3KpUBAHETO HA CUCTEMHU
BPB3KH U TIO-JICTAMJIHO pa3zOupaHe 3a ,,pakTopuTe, KOUTO BIHUSAT BBPXY
WHTEJIMTEHTHOTO Pa3BUTHUE HA OBJITAPCKUTE PETMOHU M UJCHTU(UIIUpAHE Ha
KJIFOYOBHU Oapuepy Mpu BHEAPSIBAHETO HA HOBUTE TEXHOJIOTHU .

HNuTerpanusara Ha pa3auyHATE METOAM B HACTOSIIOTO M3CJIEABAHE JaBa
M0-33IbJOOYEH ¥ UWHTEPAUCUUIUIMHAPEH TOAXO0J KbM HWHTEIUTECHTHOTO
pa3BUTHE HA PETUOHUTE. YMEJIOTO KOMOMHUpaHE Ha JOKYMEHTAJEH aHaIu3,
OIICHKa Ha CTAaTUCTUYECKU MPOYYBaHUs, MPOBEIACHU HMHTEPBIOTA C EKCIEPTH,
aHaJM3 Ha CMIUPUYHU JaHHU M J0OpHU EBPONEHCKH IPAKTUKH OT JAPYTH
TbP’KaBU OCUTYPsIBa €/IHA MO-00CKTHBHA aBTOPOBA OIEHKA Ha MPUII0KHUMOCTTA
HAa WHTCIUTCHTHUTE TEXHOJOTMM B OBJTapCcKusi MOJACT Ha PETrHOHAHO
VIIPABJICHUE.

4. OueHka Ha HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU MPHUHOCH

OmnpenensiM HACTOSIIMS AUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPYA 332 WHOBATHBHO IO CBOS
XapaKkTep HAay4YHO HM3CJIE[IBAHE, KOETO MOCTaBsl AKTyaJIHUS 32 ChbBPEMEHHHTE
PETHOHAIIMCTH TPOYUT HA KIACHMUECKUTE TEOPETHYHU TIOCTAHOBKH IO
KOHIIENITYQTHUTE OCHOBU HAa WHTEIIUTEHTHOTO PETHOHAITHO Pa3BUTHUE, C aKIEHT
BBPXY KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA, WHOBAIMOHHMS TOTEHIIMAN W AWTHUTAIHATa
TpaHchopMalMsl HA MKOHOMHKaTa M 00IiecTBoTO. M3BBpuIeH € 3aabidoyeH
aHaJIM3 Ha pa3HOOOpa3HW KIOUOBU (DaKTOpU, KATO YCKOpsSBaHE Ha
nupoBHU3aIMATa, MOTPEOHOCT OT HMHTETPUPAHO TEPUTOPHAIHO IUIAHUPAHE,
pexoa KbM YCTOMUMBO pa3BUTHE, aKTUBHO MAPTHHOPCTBO MEXKAY AbP:KaBHU
WHCTUTYLMU, MECTHU BIJIACTH, OHW3HEC, HENPaBUTEJICTBEHW OpraHU3AlINH,
aKaJeMUYHU CPEIU U TPaKIaHHU.



MHOroacneKkTHO ¥ KpUTHYHO OLICHsIBA JOKTOPAHT byXTeeB TpynHOCTUTE
U TpEeIU3BUKATEICTBATA, CBBP3aHU C €(PEKTUBHOCTTAa HAa M3II'BIHEHUETO Ha
NpeIBUICHUTE MEPKHU U AelHOCTH. M3BonuTe My ca yOeIuTelIHH, Ha OCHOBAaTa
Ha IPOBEACHOTO aBTOPCKO EMIIMPUYHO M3CIEABAHE Cpel TPAKIAHUTE U
3aMHTEPECOBAHU CTpPaHU, MpPEACTaBUTENHM 3a obmuHa byprac. JlokropaHt
byxTeeB HM MOKa3Ba CBOSITa BUCOKA €KCIIEPTU3a M AHATUTHUYHU YMEHHS, KATO
Yype3 MOJYyYEHUTE PE3YJITATH HE CaMO OLICHSBA TEKYIIOTO ChCTOSHHUE OTHOCHO
MPUJIAraHETO HA WHTEJIUICHTHO YIIPABJIEHWE, HO W IPaBH YCIELIEH ONUT Ja
dopMynupa SICHM HAacOKM 3a OBACHIM TOJUTUKM M WHTEPBEHIMH, C e
YTBBpKJlaBaHE Ha byprac Karo HHTEIUIEHTEH, YCTOMYMB M COIMAIHO
CIIpaBeUINB Ipaj.

IIppemMaM U3LUI0 U3BENCHUTE B JHCEPTAlUATa HAyYHH W HAY4YHO-
OpWIOKHU npuHOCH. CuuTamM 3a Hal-BaXHU OT TIAX mpemus HNPUHOC,
CUCTEMAaTU3Hpall PETHOHAIHUTE pa3jIMuus B CTENEHTA HAa HMKOHOMHMYECKA
aKTUBHOCT, WHOBallMOHHA CIIOCOOHOCT M JUTUTAJHA aJalTHUBHOCT Ha
npeanpusatuaTra B FOronsTouHus pervoH 3a IUIAHUPAHE; Yemebpmusi NpuHoc,
CBBP3aH C IIPOBENCHOTO ABTOPOBO AHKETHO NPOYYBAHE C IIPEACTABUTENINA Ha
MCII B uerupute aaMHHHUCTpaTUBHM oOmactu Ha HOromsrouna bwirapus,
KOETO Ch3/1aBa YCJIOBHS 3a CJIEJBAILIM MPEICTABUTEIIHN NPOYyYBaHUS 10 TEMaTa
U He Ha Noclie0HO MACMO, OUEHSBAM BUCOKO M MPEIJI0KEHUTE aBTOPCKU UIEU
3a W3TpakJaaHe Ha eKOCUcTeMa 3a (opMHpaHe Ha MHTEIUTEHTEH rpax (Smart
City) na mpumepa Ha Byprac.

5. OmneHka Ha My0JMKALMUTE 10 AUCEPTAIUATA

Jleno3upanute OT JOKTOpaHTa 3 (Tpu) MyOJMKAlMUA yJIOCTOBEPSBAT, 4Ye
aBTOPBHT € OCUTYpUJT HE0OXO0IUMAaTa MOMYJIIPHOCT Ha CBOUTE UJCH € 3al03Hal
Hay4yHaTa ayJIuTOPHUsSl CbC CBOUTE IOCTMKEHUSI U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHU PE3yITaTH
OT JUCEPTAllMOHHOTO u3cieABaHe. OlLEHSBaM IMOJOXKUTEIHO MOETAHOTO UM
MOJTrOTBsIHE U TTyOIuKyBaHe, choTBeTHO Mpe3 2021, 2023 u 2025 roauHa.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

[IpeacraBenusT aBTOopedepar € B obem oT 26 (mBajecer M IIECT)
CTpaHUIIM W KOPEKTHO CHHTE3Upa OCHOBHUTE CTPYKTypHH €JIEMEHTH Ha
aucepTanoHHus Tpya. MHpopmamsata oT ChAbPKAaHUETO € CUCTeMaTH3UpaHa
M0 TIOJXOSII HAYWH W YCIsBA J1a 3all03Hae YUTATels C Hall-Ba)KHUTE aKICHTH,
U3BOJIM U 000011IeHHsI Ha aBTOpa I'-H ApThoM byxTees.

7. KpurnuHu 0ejie’KKU, NPenoPbKH U BHIIPOCH
Hsamam 6enexxkn, KOMEHTapu U BBIIPOCU KbM JucepTanTa. [IpenopbruBam
JTUCEPTAIMOHHUAT TPyA Ja ObJe NPEeIOCTaBeH Ha OTTOBOPHUTE IbPIKABHHU,



PCTUOHAJIHM XU MCCTHH BJIACTH C aAprymcHTa, 4€ IIC UM 6’[),[[6 HN3KIIOYUTCIIHO

IMOJIC3CH B IIPCACTOANHNA C€TAIl HA CTPATCIHNYCCKO IINIAHUPAHC 34 IICpuoaa CJICO
2027 r.

8. 3ak/ioueHue

JlucepTauMOHHUAT TPYA CbhC 3arjlaBue: ,, Mumenucenmno paszeumue Ha
pecuonume 6 IFOzousmouna bvreapua™ c aBTop Apmvom Anamonuesuu
byxmeeé € WHOBAaTMBHO, OPUTHHAIHO, MHOTO J00pe CTPYKTYpHpPaHO U
3aII00YEHO TEOPETUKO-TIPWIOKHO HAyYHO H3CJIEIBaHE IO €IHAa OT Hai-
aKTyaJIHUTE TEMH 3a peruoHajgHaTa Hayka, a HMEHHO MNpeXOAbT KbM
WHTEJIMTEHTHO PETHOHAIHO PAa3BUTHE U OTKPOSBAHETO HA KaTaJIU3HUPAIINTE
TO3U MPEXOJ MEXAaHU3MHU U UHCTPYMEHTHU.

JlucepTalluOHHOTO M3CIIEBAHE MPUTEkKAaBa MHOYKECTBO TMOJIOKUTEITHU
KauecTBa, 000raTsiBa TECOPETUYHUTE MTOCTAHOBKH 10 TEMaTa, aHAJIM3Upa peaTHu
COI[MAJTHO-UKOHOMUYECKU TMPOIECH U B CHUIOTO BPEME HM3BEKIA IMPHUIIOKHU
UJeH U HACOKH 3a MPOBEXKJAaHE HA MO-I00pU MyOJIMYHU TOJUTUKH, BaXKHU 32
OBJIENIOTO pPa3BUTHE HA PETHOHUTE U TpaHCPopMalusiTa UM B YCTOWYUBU
WHTEJIIMTEHTHU OONIHOCTH. HaydHusAT Tpya mpeAcTaBs CBOSL aBTOpP Karo
KOMIIETEHTEH, MOCIEA0BATEIEH, KPUTUYCH U MEPCIIEKTUBEH U3CIIEI0BATE.

Ha ocHoBaHue W3BEIEHUTE apTyMEHTH, C YOEICHOCT U3pa3siBaM CBOSTA
nonoxycumenna oueHka W TpenjaraM Ha yBaXXaeMOTO HAy4HO XYpU Oda
npucvou Ha T-H ApThoM AHaronueBu4 byxteeB oOpa3oBarenHaTa M HayyHa
CTENEH ,,JOKTOP® MO Hay4yHa CHEIUAaTHOCT ,,AJIMUHHUCTpALUS U YIPABICHUE
(permonanino pazsutue)“ B YHCC.

02.06.2025 .
YHCC, rp. Codus Mogmuc: ......oovvvviiiiiinnne..

(mou. n-p Enka Bacuiera)



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

STATEMENT

By: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Elka Georgieva Vasileva,
University of National and World Economy
Scientific specialty: "Regional development (Strategic Planning and
Sustainable Regional Development)"

Regarding: Dissertation work for awarding the educational and scientific degree
of "doctor" in scientific specialty "Administration and Management
(Regional Development)“ at the UNWE

Author of the dissertation: Artem Anatolievich Bukhteev
Dissertation topic: Smart Development of the Regions in Southeastern Bulgaria

Reason for presenting the statement: participation in the composition of the
scientific jury for the defense of the dissertation in accordance with Order No
1365/02.05.2025 of the Vice-Rector for Research of UNWE.

1. Information about the Author of the Dissertation

The dissertation candidate studied under the doctoral program at the Regional
Development Department at the Faculty of Management and Administration of
the UNWE in the scientific specialty "Administration and Management
(Regional Development)™, in accordance with the Order of the Rector of the
UNWE No. 1190/21.04.2021. The training was carried out in a regular form
during the period from 07.04.2021 to 07.04.2024, with an extended period of 1
(one) year until 07.04.2025. Doctoral student Artem Anatolievich Bukhteev has
fully completed the activities planned in the individual plan for the period of his
studies and has been discharged with the right to defend his dissertation within
the period established by the regulatory acts.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The dissertation is 164 (one hundred and sixty-four) standard pages long and
includes an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, main scientific
achievements of a contributing nature and a bibliography of the sources used. A
list of abbreviations is also attached. Each chapter is accompanied by separate



conclusions and summaries, which are indicated in the initial content of the
scientific work.
The main text includes 6 (six) tables and 11 (eleven) figures, each labeled with
the required requisites, including the reference to artificial intelligence. The
author systematically and comprehensively justifies his choice of topic. The
relevance of the scientific problem chosen for research is very well argued,
namely: what is the role of intelligent planning, the implementation of digital
technologies and the implementation of sustainable policies in supporting
increased regional competitiveness and improved quality of life for people. The
author demonstrates in-depth knowledge of the issues and current research in
the scientific field. He clearly indicates the object and subject of the study, the
goal and research tasks through which it is to be accomplished.
The presented scientific research is complete, possessing all the required
structural and content elements. The limitations of the dissertation research are
also explicitly stated, related to the role of public-private partnerships in smart
regional development and the impact of digital innovations on socio-economic
processes in the urban environment, as well as the time period 2014-2024.
Burgas Municipality is used as a target territory for the application of smart
policies at the regional level.
The precisely formulated main thesis regarding the contribution of the digital
transformation of regions to the creation of new opportunities for sustainable
development and governance deserves a positive assessment. In the analytical
process, questions are focused in the following directions:

- increasing the investment attractiveness of the territory;

- stimulating entrepreneurship and the construction of digital hubs;

- optimizing public services through automation and intelligent platforms

for urban environment management;
- integrating green technologies into industrial zones as an element of
smart regional development.

The dissertation bibliography, consisting of 132 (one hundred and thirty-two)
sources, suggests a thorough theoretical preparation and empirical awareness of
the author on the chosen topic. The literature used is diverse, sufficient and
definitely focused on the researched scientific problem.

3. Evaluation of the scientific and applied scientific results

Undoubtedly, the interdisciplinary nature of the topic and all the issues
addressed within its scope have rightly directed the author to apply a wide range
of tools and techniques for analysis and evaluation.

The methodology that doctoral student Bukhteev uses includes qualitative and
quantitative methods, including content analysis, abstraction and generalization,



induction and deduction, historical and formal-logical approaches, comparative
case studies, expert assessments and field studies, geospatial data analysis, etc.
The author also conducted his own survey with a prepared questionnaire, which
was applied to the empirical research.

The systematized information was analyzed using modern statistical methods
and econometric models, enabling the discovery of systemic connections and a
more detailed understanding of "the factors that influence the smart
development of Bulgarian regions and the identification of key barriers to the
implementation of new technologies."

The integration of different methods in this study provides a more in-depth and
interdisciplinary approach to the smart development of regions. The skillful
combination of documentary analysis, assessment of statistical studies,
interviews with experts, analysis of empirical data and good European practices
from other countries provides a more objective author's assessment of the
applicability of smart technologies in the Bulgarian model of regional
management.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

| define this dissertation as an innovative scientific study, which places the
reading of classical theoretical statements, relevant for contemporary
regionalists, next to the conceptual foundations of smart regional development,
with an emphasis on competitiveness, innovation potential and the digital
transformation of the economy and society.

The doctoral student conducts an in-depth analysis of various key factors, such
as the acceleration of digitalization, the need for integrated territorial planning,
the transition to sustainable development, and active partnership between state
institutions, local authorities, business, non-governmental organizations,
academia, and citizens.

PhD student Bukhteev critically and comprehensively assesses the difficulties
and challenges related to the effectiveness of the implementation of the planned
measures and activities. His conclusions are convincing, based on the author's
empirical research conducted among citizens and stakeholder’s representative
of the municipality of Burgas.

The researcher shows us his high expertise and analytical skills, and through the
results obtained, he not only assesses the current state of implementation of
smart governance, but also makes a successful attempt to formulate clear
guidelines for future policies and interventions, with the aim of establishing
Burgas as a smart, sustainable and socially just city.

| fully accept the scientific and applied scientific contributions presented in the
dissertation. | consider the third contribution, systematizing regional



differences in the degree of economic activity, innovation capacity and digital
adaptability of enterprises in the Southeastern Planning Region, to be the most
important of them; the fourth contribution, related to the author's survey
conducted with representatives of small and medium-sized enterprises in the
four administrative regions of Southeastern Bulgaria, which creates conditions
for further representative studies on the topic and last but not least, | highly
appreciate the proposed author's ideas for building an ecosystem for forming a
Smart City based on the example of Burgas.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

The 3 (three) publications deposited by the doctoral student certify that the
author has ensured the necessary popularity of his ideas and has introduced the
scientific audience to his achievements and scientific and applied results of the
dissertation research. | positively assess their phased preparation and
publication, respectively in 2021, 2023 and 2025.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The presented abstract is 26 (twenty-six) pages long and correctly synthesizes
the main structural elements of the dissertation work. The information from the
content is systematized in an appropriate manner and manages to familiarize the
reader with the most important highlights, conclusions and summaries of the
author Mr. Artyom Bukhteev.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

| have no notes, comments or questions for the dissertation. | recommend that
the dissertation be submitted to the responsible state, regional and local
authorities, arguing that it will be extremely useful to them in the upcoming
stage of strategic planning for the period after 2027.

8. Conclusion

The dissertation titled: "Intelligent Development of the Regions in Southeastern
Bulgaria" by Artem Anatolievich Bukhteev is an innovative, original, very well-
structured and in-depth theoretical and applied scientific research on one of the
most current topics in regional science, namely the transition to intelligent
regional development and the identification of the mechanisms and tools
catalyzing this transition.

The dissertation research has many positive qualities, enriches the theoretical
statements on the topic, analyzes real socio-economic processes and at the same
time brings out applied ideas and guidelines for implementing better public
policies, important for the future development of the regions and their



transformation into sustainable intelligent communities. The scientific work
presents its author as a competent, consistent, critical and perspective
researcher.

Based on the arguments presented, | confidently express my positive
assessment and propose to the esteemed scientific jury to award Mr. Artyom
Anatolyevich Bukhteev the educational and scientific degree ""Doctor'" in the
scientific specialty "Administration and Management (Regional Development)"
at the UNWE.

June 2, 2025
Sofia, UNWE Signature: ............cooceiiineL.

(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Elka Vasileva)
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