YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAIIMOHAJIHO U CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBHUIUE

Ot npogh. 0-p I'anuna I'eopzuesa Kypmesa, bypeacku c6o600en ynusepcumem, npoghecop
no Hayyna cneyuarnocm: Coyuanno ynpasietue 8
npogecuonanuo nanpasienue: 3.7. AOMunucmpayus u ynpasienue

OTtHOCHO: JTUCEPTAIMOHEH TPYyJ 3a MPHUCHXKIAAHE Ha oOpa3oBaTellHAa W HaydHa CTEINEH
»10KTOP® T1I0 Hay4yHa CHENUaJHOCT ,, AJIMUHUCTpAlUd U YIpPaBIEHUE
(pernoHaTHO pa3BUTHE)”, MPOPECUOHAIHO HampaBieHne 3.7 AIMUHUCTPALIUS
u ynpasienue” B YHCC - Codus.

ABTOp Ha AUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY/I: ApTtboMm AHaTonueBud byxteen

Tema Ha qucepTaLMOHHUSA TPY: VHTenureHTHO pa3BUTHE HAa PErHOHUTE B
IOrousrouna bwirapus

Hayuen ppkoBoauTen: nou. a-p I'eopru bucepos Hukonos

OcHoseanue 3a NpeJCTaBSIHE HA CTAHOBUINIETO: y4acTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO JKYPH IO
3alMTa Ha JUcepTanuoHHus Tpyna cbriacHo 3amoBen Ne 1365/02.05.2025r. nHa 3amecTHHK
pexropa no HUJI na YHCC.

1. HNudpopmanus 3a qucepranra

JucepTranThT ce € o0y4aBasl MO JOKTOPCKa Mporpama KeM kameopa ,, Pecuonanno
passumue” 6v6 paxyimem ,, Ynpasnenue u aomunucmpayus’ Ha YHCC 1o wayuma
cneyuaiHocm ,, AOMuHucmpayus u ynpasieHue (PecuoHaiHo pazgumue)‘ CbriacHO 3amoBe
Ha Pextopa Ha YHCC 1190/21.04.2021r. O0y4eHHETO € OCBIIECTBEHO B pedosra (hopMa,
cyocuaupano or abpkaBaTa. ChIIacHO cHpaBKaTa 3a M3MBJIHEHWE HAa MHHHUMAJIHUTE
HAITMOHAJTHYU M3UCKBaHUs 110 Wi. 20, ai. 2 u 3 ot 3PACPB 3a npunobuBane Ha oOpa3oBaTenHa
¥ Hay4Ha CTereH "AOoKTop" TOKTOPaHTHT ApThOM AHaTONMEBUY byxTeeB MMa HEOOXOqUMUS
Opoit TOUKH.

2. O01a XapaKTepuCTHKA Ha NPeJACTABEHH AUCePTALHOHEH TPy

[TpencraBeHUAT AMCEPTAIIMIOHEH TPYJ € MOCBETEH Ha aKTyallHa B HACTOSIIMS MOMEHT
TeMa, CBBbp3aHa C pEruoHaJTHAaTa HMKOHOMHUYECKa TpaHchopMmamus, AUTHUTAITU3AIUATA,
nemorpadckute NpodieMu U yCTOMYMBOTO TEPUTOPUAIHO Pa3BUTHE. ABTOPBHT pas3riexna
Ta3u NpoOIeMaTHKa B KOHTEKCTA Ha KOHLEMIMUTE 32 HHTEITUT€HTHO Pa3BUTHE HA PETMOHUTE
KaTo IMojYepTaBa, ye B YCIOBHUATAa Ha 3aIbJOOYABAIM CE PErMOHANIHU JucOaiaHCH B



bearapus, ocobeHo Mexay cronuuata ¥ NepudepHUTe TEPUTOPUH, NPUIAraHEeTO Ha
MHTEJIMTEHTHU TOAXOIU MPU YIPABICHUETO HA PErHOHUTE MPUA0OMBAa OCOOCHO 3HAYCHHE.
JIOKTOpaHTBT KOPEKTHO OOOCHOBaBa aKkmyanHocmma Ha pasriexjaHaTa OT Hero
npobiemMaTuka ¢ HEoOXOAMMOCTTAa OT TMpHJIaraHe Ha WHTEIUTeHTHH TMOAXOTH KbM
PErMOHAHOTO Pa3BUTHE, B KOHTEKCTa Ha EBPOIEHCKUTE MOJUTHKU U J00pU MPaKTUKU.
EnnoBpemenHo ¢ ToBa, cnopex Hero permoHure B lOromsrouna bbvarapus npurexaBaT
3HAYUTEJIEH NOTEHLUA - IPUPOJIEH, T€OCTPATErNYECKH, KyJITypHO-UCTOPUYECKU U YOBEUIKH,
HO CBHIIEBPEMEHHO ce€ CONBCKBAT C peAula CTPYKTYPHH U COIHATHO-UKOHOMHYECKU
IPEIN3BUKATENICTBA, KOUTO BB3MIPENATCTBAT YCTOWYMBOTO UM pa3BuTuE. Bb3 ocHOBa Ha Te3u
apryMEHTH JOKTOPAHTBT ONpEeAessl KaTro npeomem HA OUCEPMAYUOHHUS CU  MPYO
WICHTU(QHUIMPAHETO HA KIIFOYOBUTE (PAKTOPH, KOUTO BIIUSAT BHPXY PETHOHATHOTO Pa3BUTHE,
AQHAJIM3BT HA UHTEJIUTCHTHUTE TEXHOJIOTUHU U TAXHOTO MpUJIaraHe B peruoHaIHaTa MOJUTHKA,
KaKTO U OLIEHKaTa Ha e()eKTUBHOCTTA Ha MHTETpUpaHuTe Teputropuannu nasecturmuu (MTH).

JlucepTallmOHHUAT TPy UMa SICHO OuepTaHa Iell U OOCEKT, MPaBUIIHO ca JeUHUPAHH
OCHOBHATa T€3a U OTPAaHUYUTEIIHUTE YCIOBHS 32 HEHHOTO JJOKa3BaHE. ABTOPBHT CH IIOCTABS 32
yen Ja W3CIENBAa CbBPEMEHHOTO CBHCTOSSHUE M IEPCHEKTUBUTE IPEA HHTEIUTEHTHOTO
PErMOHAIIHO pa3BUTHE, KATO C€ aHAJIM3UpaAT NPWIOKUMHUTE MOJEIM MU C€ MpPeaIoxkar
CTpATETUUECKU HACOKHU 32 TAXHOTO €()eKTUBHO BHEJPSBAHE B OBJITaPCKU KOHTEKCT, C AKIIEHT
Bbpxy lOromsrounus paiion u rpaa byprac kaTo Mozaen 3a MHTENUTeHTHA TpaHCc(opMaIHs.
Ilet ca uscnedosamenckume 3adauu, 4pe3 KOUTO aBTOPHT peau3upa Taka OIpeesieHaTa el
U T€ ca HACOUEHU KbM apryMEHTHUpaHE Ha OCHOBHAmMA me3a Ha OUCepmayuoHHUs mpyo, 4e
Yype3 MHTEJIUTCHTHO IUIAHUpPAHE, BHEIPSIBAHE Ha JWUTUTAIHU TEXHOJIOTMM W INIpUJIaraHe Ha
YCTOMYMBH MOJUTUKU MOTaT Jla ce MOBUIIAT KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTa Ha PETrHOHHUTE, Ja Ce
no100pu KauecTBOTO Ha >KUBOT U J]a C€ OTPAaHUYAT COLMATHO-UKOHOMUYECKUTE qucOamaHcH
B lOromsrouna bwiarapus. B cwoTBeTcTBHE € 1enTa, obekmwvm Ha Oucepmayusma ca
IPOLECUTE Ha HUHTEJIUMICHTHO DPETMOHAIHO pa3BUTHE, OUTHTajIHAaTa TpaHcopMalus Ha
rpajckara cpejia U yCTOMYMBUTE CTPATErUU 32 TEPUTOPUAITHO pa3BUTHE B bbirapusa u EBpona.

Obemvm Ha oucepmayuonHus mpyo e nogeve om 3adosonumesner. Toil e peAcTaBeH
B 0011 00eM oT 164 cTpanuny, B T.4. ¥ CIUCHK Ha M3IMOJI3BaHaTa OT JJOKTOPAHTA JIUTEpaTypa.
ChIBpKAHUETO € JI02UUEeCKU U30BPICAHO, 000pe DANaHCUpaHo no 2iasu u napazpagu u e
BU3yanu3upaHo ¢ 6 tabmuuu u 11 ¢urypu. JucepTauMoOHHUAT TpyJ HMa KiacHdecKa
CTPYKTYypa, KOSATO BKJIIOYBA: YBOJ, TPU CBHABPXKATEIHM TIJIaBH, 3aKJIIOUYEHUE, CIUCHK Ha
W3M0JI3BaHaTa JuTeparypa.

Paborara Ha [OKTOpaHTa Cc€ OCHOBaBa Ha IMPOYYBAHETO, AaHAIM3UPAHETO U
CUCTEMATH3HPAHETO Ha MHOYKECTBO HayYHU MyOJIMKAIMK B U3ClIe[iBaHATa TEMAaTH4YHA 00JacT.
[IpencraBeHusT CIUCHK Ha HM3MOJ3BaHATa JIMTEpaTypa Chabpxka obmo 132 u3TOYHMKaA, OT
KouTO 89 Ha aHITIMHCKHU, KOETO TIOKa3Ba 0obpama JaumepamypHa O0C800MEHOCH Hd
o0okmopanma. JInTepaTypHUTE U3TOYHULM CA KOPEKTHO M3IMOJI3BAHU CHIVIACHO BB3IPUETUTE
W3MCKBaHMS 32 IUTHpPAHE B HAyYHU MyOJMKAIMU, KOETO CBUAETENCTBA 32 €TUYHOCTTA Ha
aBTOpA.

TpsbBa na ce moaueprae, 4ye JOKTOPAHTHT OTIMYHO IO3HABa OCOOEHOCTUTE H
BB3MOKHOCTUTE Ha PA3IMYHU U3CIe008AMeNCKU NOOX00U U Memoou, KOETO My IO3BOJISBA
YCIIEIIHO /12 apTYMEHTUpPa KOMOMHUPAHETO UM IIPU pa3pabOTBaHETO HA TUCEPTALMOHHHS CH
TpyA. B TeopeTnko-mero1o0ruuHaTa yacT Ha pa3paboTKaTa TOW M3I0JI3Ba AHAINU3 U CUHTE3,
UHAYKINA U TeAYKIHsI, CPAaBHUTENEH U (POPMATHO-TIOTUYECKHU MOJIX0/], KOHTEHT aHAIU3 TpH
IIpOy4YBaHE HAa Hay4yHaTa JUTEpaTypa U CTPaTErMuecKUTe TOKyMEHTH Ha EBponeiickus cbpro3 u



brirapust B o0acTTa Ha WHTEITMTEHTHOTO PETHOHAIHO pa3BuTHE. B eMmupuyHara yact Ha
U3CJIEJIBAHETO Ca MPHIIOKEHU KOJIMYECTBEHH M KAYeCTBEHH METOJM - aHAJIM3 HAa BTOPUYHU
CTaTUCTUYECKH JIaHHU, aHKETHO MpOoyuYBaHe, ekcriepTHU onleHku 1 SWOT ananus.
3. OueHka Ha MOJIyYeHHTe HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJTaTH
OCHOBHUTE HayYHH W HAYYHO-TIPHIIOKHH PE3YITATH, IOCTUTHATH B TUCEPTAIIMOHHHS
TpyA, Morat aa 6baatT 0000IIeHN IO CIICAHUS HAUWH:

. OuepraHa € TeopeTWYHaTa M METOJOJIOTMYHA pamMKa Ha HWHTEJIUTE€HTHOTO
TEPUTOPHUATTHO pa3BUTHE. V35CHEHH ca KITFOYOBH MOHATHSL.
J dopMyaupaHy ca OCHOBHUTE MPUHILUIIU U IPEIU3BUKATENICTBA, IPE] KOUTO ca

U3IPaBEHU MECTHUTE U PErMOHAIHM BJIACTU B CTPEMEXA CH KbM YCTOMUHMBO U MHTETPUPAHO
pazButue. OIlEHEHN ca Bb3MOXHOCTUTE 3a HaJrpa)<IaHe Ha MKOHOMHUYECKaTa CTPYKTYpa,
Yype3 MpuilaraHe Ha MPUHLIMIIATE HAa UHTEJIUI€HTHA CelMaanu3alusl.

J [IpencraBena e crnenuduKaTa Ha MOJCIUTE 3a M3TPaKJaHE HA pPErvHoHaHa
crenuaiu3alnys B KOHTEKCTa Ha €BpOINEMcKaTa M HalUOHAJHaTa HOPMAaTHMBHA paMKa.
Pa3rnenanu ca moaenuTe 3a IpoCTpaHCTBEHO pa3Butue Ha OOuiuHa byprac.

. W3sicHena e chUIHOCTTAa HA MHTEJIUICHTHOTO Pa3BUTHE, CUCTEMATHU3UPAHU ca
OCHOBHMTE NPUHLMIIM U €JIEMEHTH B KOHLEMIMATA 3a MHTEIUIECHTEH PACTEeX, HAIPaBeH €
aHaJIM3 Ha JMHAMMKATAa Ha UHTEJIMT€HTHOTO PETHOHAIIHO Pa3BUTHE.

. Bb3 ocHOBa Ha NPOBEIEHOTO EMIUPUYHO M3CIEABAHE ca UIACHTUDUIMPAHU
OapuepuTe IMpel HMHTEIMICHTHOTO pa3BUTHE Ha byprac, oueHeH e peanHus eQpexT oT
NPUIAraHeTO Ha TOJMTUKUTE 3a HHTEIUTreHTHO pa3Buthe B OOmmHa byprac u ca
UICHTU(QHUIMPAHU OCHOBHUTE HArJlaCH, OYaKBaHUS M BB3NPUATUS HA TpaXIaHUTE U
3aMHTEPECOBAHUTE CTPAHU 110 OTHOLIEHNE HAa NOCTUTHATOTO pa3BuTHe B OOImMHATA.

. O60cHOBaHM ca IPENOPHKU 3a HAChPUYaBaHE HA MHTEIMIEHTHOTO pPa3BUTHE Ha
rpan Byprac U 3a IIPUJIAraHeToO Ha MHOBATHUBHU MOJICJIN 3a YIIPABJICHHUC HA TCPUTOPUATA.
J HanpaBen e cpaBHuTeNneH aHaiau3 Ha J0OpH €BpPONMEWCKH MPAKTUKH B

MHTErPUPAHOTO PETHOHAIHO PAa3BUTHE BBHB BOJCIIM €BPONEHCKH IpajoBe KaTo bapcesnoHna,
Buena, Konenxaren, Amcrepaam 1 CTOKXOJM, KOUTO ca MPUJIOKKUMU B YNPABICHUETO HA
peruoHanHoTo pa3zputhe Ha byprac. llogueprana e posATa Ha TpPAHCHAIIMOHAIHOTO
CHTPYAHUYECTBO MOXKE KaTO MHCTPYMEHT 32 YCKOPEHO BHEAPSIBAHE HA YTBBPJCHU MPAKTUKU
B YCTOWUYMBOTO I'PAJCKO pa3BUTHE.

. [IpoBeneno e ankeTHO mpoyuBaHe ¢ mpexactaBurenn Ha MCII B yetupute
aaMUHHUCTpaTHBHE oOyactu Ha FOromsrouna beiarapus. M3cnenBanu ca cTpaTernuTe UM 3a
JTUTUTATH3AIMS, HHBOTO HA TEXHOJIOTUYHA TOTOBHOCT, KAKTO M BB3/ICHCTBUETO Ha IH(poBaTa
TparcopmaIs BbpXy HKOHOMHYECKUTE UM pe3ysiTaTh. HampaBeH € CpaBHHUTENCH aHAIN3
MEXIy TPEINpUSTUS B Pa3INuHU MOACEKTOpH (MpepadoTBaimia MPOMUILICHOCT, YCIYTH,
UKT), ¢ ornen Ha posisiTa UM B HMHTEJIMICHTHOTO Pa3BUTHE HAa peruoHa. Pesynratute
no4yepTaBaT HEOOXOAMMOCTTA OT lieleHacoueHa nojakpena 3a MCII B porieca Ha quruTasIHa
Tparchopmarws.

. [Tpennoxen e Monen Ha ekocucreMa 3a ¢GopMUpaHe Ha UHTEIUTEeHTEH Tpal.
Ouepranu ca OCHOBHHUTE napameTpu B Mojena. OreHeHa e poJisita Ha nporpamara ,,Hayunu
U3CJEe/IBaHUS, WHOBAlMM M JUTHTAIM3alUsl 3a MHTEJIUIeHTHA TpaHcpopManus®, KOsTO
NpEeA0CTaBs IelieBa MOJKpENa 3a €KOoCHCTeMaTa 3a Hay4YHHM H3CJIeIBaHUS M MHOBAlUU B
boearapus. Ilpenopbskure ca 0OBBp3aHU ¢ KOHKPETHU TEPUTOPHAIIHU TPEIU3BUKATEIICTBA,
KaTo HEraTUBHU JeMOrpad)CKu TPOMEHH, OrpaHHYeHa CBBP3aHOCT U HEpaBHOMEpHA
JTOCTBITHOCT JI0 MHOBAIIMOHHA HH(PpaCTPYyKTypa.



Te3u pesynraTh KOPECIOHIUPAT H3IFUIO C IOCTABEHWTE 3a/Ja4d B YBOJa Ha
JIMCEPTALMOHHUS TPY, KOETO € OCHOBAHHME JIa C€ OTUYETE YCIEIIHATA JISTaiIHa peaTn3anus Ha
OCHOBHATa I1eN Ha pazpaborkara. [locTurHaTHTE pE3ynTaTH MOTBHPKIABAT ITbPBOHAYATHATA
aBTOpCKa Te3a, Y€ TEXHOJOTHHUTE, WHOBALMUTE M €(PEKTHMBHOTO YIPABJICHUE Ca KIIOYOBH
(akTopH 3a TOBHIIaBaHE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa M TOJOOpsSBaHE HAa KAa4eCTBOTO Ha
KHUBOT B PETHOHHTE.

4. OneHka HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH TPUHOCH

Pesynratu OT HayyHOTO M3clieiBaHE Morar Ja OBbJaT OLEHEHHM KaTo IMPHHOCH C
TEOPETUYCH M TPUIOKEH XapakTep, TOpaad ToBa NpHUeMaM 3asiBEHUTE OT ApPTbOM
AmnaronueBnuy byxTeeB mnpereHuuu 3a mnpuHocd. Te ca (opMymupaHU KOPEKTHO H
CHHTE3MPAHO B MpHIIOKeHaTa KbM ABTOpedepaTa CripaBKa 32 OCHOBHUTE HayYHHU IPUHOCH B
JMCEePTALMOHHUS TPY/I.

o. Ounenka Ha NyOJMKALMUTE 110 M CEPTANMATA

[IpencraBenusT B aBTOopedepar CHNUCHK Ha MyONMKALMUTE IO TeMaTa Ha
JMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ ChIAbPXKa TPU JIOKJIAJa, ¢ KOUTO JOKTOPAHTHT yCIEHIHO UH(OpMUpa
Hay4YHaTa OOLIHOCT 3a Pa3BUTHUTE OT HETO HUJeH IO MpobIeMaTHKaTa B AUCEPTAUOHHUS TPYA.
JloknanuTe MOMyJIsipU3UpaT OCHOBHATA Te€3a M NMPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH OT M3CJE/BaHUATA Ha
JOKTOpPaHTA.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepaTa

Heno3upanust aBTopedepar € B odem 26 crpanuiy. ABTopedeparbT € ChCTaBeH
Ccb0oOpa3HO M3UCKBaHUATA. ChIBbPKAHUETO MY KOPECIIOHAUPA KOPEKTHO C OCHOBHHS TPYI,
KaTo OTpa3siBa B CUHTE3UpPaH BHUJ ChIbPKAHUETO HAa TPHUTE TJaBU B JUCEPTALIMOHHUSA TPYI,
Te3aTa, 0OEKTa W METOJO0JIOTHATA HAa HAyYHOTO M3CJE[BaHE, KaKTO U MOJIY4YE€HUTE KpailHu
pe3ynTaTH, 0000IIeHNs U U3BOAH.

7. Kpuruunu 0es1ekKku, NpenopbKU U BHIPOCH

KbM pazpaboTkara HIMaM KpUTHYHU Oenexku. MHTepecHO OM OMIIO0 MHEHHETO Ha
JOKTOpPaHTa OTHOCHO OBJEINEeTO Ha NapTHbOPCTBO Mexay byprac m bapcenona npu
NPUIAraHeTO HA HHTETPUPAHU TPAJCKH ITOJIUTHKH.

bux mpenoppuana B Opgemara cu  paboTra JOKTOPAaHTBT Ja MPOIBIDKH
U3CIIeZIOBATENICKAaTa CH JIGHHOCT B 00JlacTTa Ha PErHOHAIHOTO PA3BUTHE KaTO aKIEHTHpA
BBPXY IpOOJIEMUTE HA U3TPAXKJIAHETO Ha UHTEIUIeHTHU pernoHu. J{obpe 6u 6uno B Obaemie
JOKTOpaHTa Jla C€ HACOYM KbM ITyOJMKYyBaHE Ha pe3yJTaTUTe OT CBOMTE H3CIEIBAaHUS B
pedepupanu U3gaHUS.

8. 3akirouenue

I[I/ICGpTaL[I/IOHHI/ISIT pr,[[ OTFOBapSI Ha YTBLpI[eHI/ITe HN3UCKBAHUA 3a HaquaTa
pa3paboTka u ChIbpkKa COOCTBEHO M3CJIEBaHE, OCHOBABAIIO CE HA 3abJ00UYCHO H3ydyaBaHe
Ha KOHKPETEH Ipo0JieM, pe/yiara 000CHOBaHO HOBO PEIICHUE U JICMOHCTPHpA MOCTHTaHe Ha
pe3ysiTaTd OT peajHd MPUIOKCHUSA. Pa3pabOTEHUAT QUCEpTAllMOHEH TPYA MHpEACTaBIsABa
UHTEpEC 3a HayyHaTa M CTOMAHCKAaTa MpakTHKa. B HEro ce chabpkaT peauiia OCTAaHOBKH,
WIeu W TPEIOKEHHs, KOUTO MOTaT Ja C€ OICHAT KaTo MPUHOCH C HAy4YeH M Hay4dHO-
IIPWIOXKEH Xapakrep. Mnenre u pe3ynraTuTe OT MPOBEICHUTE HU3CIEABAHUS aBTOPBT €
HOMYJISIPU3UPAIT B ITOIXOIAIIN TyOTUKAIHH.

ToBa MM JgaBaT OCHOBAaHHE KAaTETOPUYHO Jia TOCTAaBsl MOJIOKUTEIHA OIleHKAa Ha
NpeACTABEHHs IMCEPTANIMOHEH TPya Ha TeMa ,IHTEeJMIreHTHO pa3BHTHE HA PETHOHUTE B
IOrousrouna bwirapus u na mpemopbyamM Ha wieHoBeTe Ha HaydyHoTo Kypu naa



NPUCHAAT HAa ApTboM AHaToMeBHY ByxTeeB HayuHaTa u oOpa3oBaTe/lHa CTeneH
»10KTOP” MO0 Hay4Ha CHeUMATHOCT , AJIMUHUCTPALUMs W yNnpaBjieHUe (PeruoHAJIHO
pa3sutue)“ B npo@. HanpapJieHue 3.7 AIMUHUCTPANUSA U yIIPABJIEHHE.
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1. Information about the dissertant

The dissertant was studying at the doctoral program at the Department of Regional
Development at the Faculty of Management and Administration of the UNWE in the scientific
specialty "Administration and Management (Regional Development)" according to the Order
of the Rector of the UNWE 1190/21.04.2021. The education is carried out in full-time form,
subsidized by the state. According to the report on the fulfilment of the minimum national
requirements under Article 2b (2) and (3) of the PhD Law for obtaining the degree of Doctor
of Education and Science, the doctoral candidate Artyom Anatolievich Bukhteeev has the
required number of points.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation

The presented dissertation is devoted to a topical issue related to regional economic
transformation, digitalization, demographic problems and sustainable territorial development.
The author discusses this issue in the context of the concepts of smart regional development,
stressing that in the context of deepening regional imbalances in Bulgaria, especially between
the capital and peripheral territories, the application of smart approaches to regional
management becomes particularly important. The doctoral candidate correctly justifies the
relevance of the considered issues with the need for the application of intelligent approaches
to regional development in the context of European policies and best practices. At the same
time, according to him, the regions in Southeastern Bulgaria have significant potential -



natural, geostrategic, cultural-historical and human, but at the same time they face a number
of structural and socio-economic challenges that hinder their sustainable development. Based
on these arguments, the PhD student defines the subject of his dissertation as the identification
of key factors that influence regional development, the analysis of smart technologies and their
application in regional policy, and the evaluation of the effectiveness of integrated territorial
investments.

The dissertation has a clearly outlined aim and subject, the main thesis and the limiting
conditions for its proof are correctly defined. The author aims to investigate the current state
and prospects of smart regional development by analyzing the applicable models and
proposing strategic directions for their effective implementation in Bulgarian conditions, with
an emphasis on the Southeast region and specifically the city of Burgas as a model for smart
transformation of the region. There are five research tasks, through which the author realizes
the so defined goal and they are aimed at arguing the main thesis of the dissertation, that
through smart planning, implementation of digital technologies and implementation of
sustainable policies can increase the competitiveness of regions, improve the quality of life
and reduce socio-economic imbalances in Southeastern Bulgaria. In line with the aim, the
object of the dissertation is the processes of smart regional development, digital transformation
of the urban environment and sustainable strategies for territorial development in Bulgaria and
Europe.

The volume of the dissertation is more than satisfactory. It is presented in a total of 164
pages, including a list of the literature used by the doctoral candidate. The content is logical,
well balanced by chapters and paragraphs and is visualized with 6 tables and 11 figures. The
dissertation has a classical structure which includes: introduction, three substantive chapters,
conclusion, list of references used.

The work of the PhD student is based on the study, analysis and systematization of
various scientific publications in the studied thematic area. The presented list of the used
literature contains a total of 132 sources, of which 89 are in English, which shows the good
literary awareness of the PhD student. The literature sources are correctly used according to
the accepted requirements for citation in scientific publications, which testifies to the ethics of
the author.

It should be emphasized that the PhD student has an excellent knowledge of the features
and possibilities of different research approaches and methods, which allows him to
successfully argue for their combination in the development of his dissertation. In the
theoretical-methodological part of the development he uses analysis and synthesis, induction
and deduction, comparative and formal-logical approach, content analysis in the study of
scientific literature and strategic documents of the European Union and Bulgaria in the field of
smart regional development. In the empirical part of the study quantitative and qualitative
methods were applied - analysis of secondary statistical data, questionnaire survey, expert
evaluations and SWOT analysis.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied results

The main scientific and applied results achieved in the thesis can be summarized as
follows:

o The theoretical and methodological framework of smart territorial development
is outlined. Key concepts are clarified.
o The main principles and challenges faced by local and regional governments in

their quest for sustainable and integrated development are formulated. It assesses the



opportunities for upgrading the economic structure by applying the principles of smart
specialisation.

o The specificity of the models for building regional specialization in the context
of the European and national regulatory framework is presented. The spatial development
models of Burgas Municipality are examined.

o The essence of smart development is clarified, the main principles and elements
in the concept of smart growth are systematized, the analysis of the dynamics of smart regional
development is made.

o Based on the empirical research conducted, the barriers to smart development
in Burgas are identified, the real effect of the implementation of smart development policies in
Burgas Municipality is assessed, and the main attitudes, expectations and perceptions of
citizens and stakeholders regarding the development achieved in the Municipality are
identified.(

o Recommendations for the promotion of the smart development of the city of
Burgas and for the implementation of innovative models for territory management are justified.
o A comparative analysis is made of good European practices in integrated

regional development in leading European cities such as Barcelona, Vienna, Copenhagen,
Amsterdam and Stockholm, which are applicable to the management of regional development
in Burgas. The role of transnational cooperation can be highlighted as a tool for accelerated
implementation of established practices in sustainable urban development.

o A questionnaire survey was conducted with representatives of SMEs in the four
administrative districts of South East Bulgaria. Their digitalization strategies, level of
technological readiness, and the impact of digital transformation on their economic
performance were examined. A comparative analysis is made between enterprises in different
sub-sectors with a view to their role in the smart development of the region. The results
highlight the need for targeted support for SMEs in the digital transformation process.

o An ecosystem model for smart city formation is proposed. The main parameters
in the model are outlined. The role of the programme "Research, Innovation and Digitalization
for Smart Transformation”, which provides targeted support for the research and innovation
ecosystem in Bulgaria, is assessed. Recommendations are linked to specific territorial
challenges, such as negative demographic changes, limited connectivity and uneven
accessibility to innovation infrastructure.

These results correspond fully with the tasks set in the introduction of the dissertation,
which is a reason to report the successful detailed realization of the main objective of the
development. The achieved results confirm the original author's thesis that technology,
innovation and effective management are key factors for increasing competitiveness and
improving the quality of life in regions.

4, Evaluation of scientific and applied contributions

Results of the research can be evaluated as contributions of theoretical and applied
nature, therefore | accept the claims of contributions stated by Artyom Anatolievich Bukhteev.
They are correctly and synthesized in the Reference for the main scientific contributions in the
dissertation work attached to the Abstract.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications



The list of publications on the topic of the dissertation presented in the abstract contains
three papers with which the PhD student successfully informed the scientific community about
the ideas he developed on the issues in the dissertation. The papers promote the main thesis
and the contributions of the PhD student's research.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The submitted abstract is 26 pages long. The abstract has been compiled according to
the requirements. Its content corresponds correctly with the main work, reflecting in a
synthesized form the content of the three chapters in the dissertation, the thesis, the object and
methodology of the research, as well as the final results, generalizations and conclusions.

7. Critical comments, recommendations and questions

I have no critical remarks to the development. It would be interesting to know the PhD
student's opinion on the future of partnership between Burgas and Barcelona in the
implementation of integrated urban policies.

I would recommend that in his future work the PhD student should continue his
research in the field of regional development, focusing on the problems of building smart
regions. It would be a good idea in the future for the PhD student to focus on publishing his
research results in refereed journals.

8. 3akioueHue

The dissertation meets the established requirements for scientific development and
contains its own research based on a thorough study of a specific problem, offers a
substantiated new solution and demonstrates the achievement of results from real applications.
The developed dissertation is of interest for scientific and business practice. It contains a
number of formulations, ideas and proposals that can be evaluated as contributions of scientific
and applied nature. The author has popularized the ideas and results of the conducted research
in appropriate publications.

This gives me grounds to give a positive assessment of the presented dissertation on
"Intelligent Development of Regions in Southeastern Bulgaria” and to recommend the
members of the Scientific Jury to award ARTEM ANATOLIEVICH BUKHTEEV the
scientific and educational degree "Doctor” in the scientific specialty "Administration and
Management (Regional Development)” in the professorial field 3.7 Administration and
Management.

26 May 2025 / Burgas Signature: ......cccceevevveinenne
/Prof. Dr. Galina Kurteva/



