








 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY 

OPINION 

By: Assoc. Prof. Dimitar Milchev Dekov, PhD, Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law, “Paisii 

Hilendarski” University of Plovdiv 

Re: Dissertation thesis for the award of the eduational and scientific degree "Doctor" under the 

Doctoral Program: Invention, Copyright and Patent Law at UNWE. 

Author of the dissertation: Trayan Naydenov Kosev 

 Title of the dissertation: Use of Intellectual Property in the Presence of an International Element 

Grounds for providing the opinion: Participation as a member of the scientific jury for the defense 

of the dissertation thesis, in accordance with Rector’s Order No. 1366/02.05.2025 of the Rector of 

UNWE. 

1. Information about the Doctoral Candidate 

The doctoral candidate studied under the doctoral program of the Faculty of Law / Department of 

Private Law Sciences at UNWE in the scientific specialty 3.6. Law, pursuant to Order No. 

1087/14.05.2020 of the Vice-Rector for Research at UNWE. The training was conducted in full-

time form from 22.04.2020 to 22.04.2023. 

2. General Description of the Dissertation 

The dissertation includes an introduction, four chapters, and a conclusion. Attached to the 

dissertation is Appendix No. 1 “Comparison between Patent Protection Provided by Patent 

Authorities at the Regional Level,” presented in tabular form. 

 The dissertation comprises a total of 230 pages, with the main text consisting of 212 pages. There 

are 702 footnotes, and 156 doctrinal sources are cited—47 Bulgarian and 109 foreign. The foreign 

literature used is in English but also pertains to countries outside the common law system. 

 Numerous judicial acts have been cited, including from Bulgaria, the Court of Justice of the EU, 

as well as from national courts of the USA, Germany, the United Kingdom, Slovenia, the 

Netherlands, France, and Belgium. 

 The relevance of the topic is undeniable. In today’s technological world, intellectual property is 

becoming a key asset for companies and even for states, and its use increasingly affects the 

sovereignty of more than one country. 

 The subject and tasks are properly outlined in the introduction. The author undertakes an 

ambitious research goal. The research subject is broadly defined—the use of intellectual property 

in the presence of an international element—with “use” interpreted broadly to include all forms of 

factual use where an international element is present. Procedural legal issues (including those of 

international jurisdiction) are excluded from the scope of the study. 



 The main objective set by the author is to carry out, as far as possible, a detailed analysis of the 

use of intellectual property in the presence of an international element. It is evident that the 

research tasks are aligned with the author’s scientific and practical interests. 

 The research goal is also broadly formulated—to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the use of 

intellectual property in international contexts. 

 A variety of methods have been employed, including both those typical of legal science and 

interdisciplinary ones, and I consider these appropriately chosen. 

3. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Results 

Given the defined objectives, the work is structured into an introduction, four chapters, and a 

conclusion. 

• Chapter One analyzes the content of the concept of intellectual property. It includes a 

general review of protected intellectual property objects under Bulgarian law and 

international treaties. The principles of territoriality, national treatment, and the ubiquity 

property are discussed. 

• Chapter Two addresses the peculiarities of copyright and related rights when protected 

objects are used in cases involving an international element. It discusses problems in 

determining the applicable law both for contracts and copyright torts. Bulgarian and foreign 

case law is analyzed. 

• Chapter Three is dedicated to the cross-border use of inventions protected by patents. It 

discusses the applicable law for patent-related contracts and patent infringements. 

• Chapter Four focuses on the use of trademarks and industrial designs in the presence of an 

international element. It highlights similarities and differences between the two objects, 

which are relevant to protection across multiple jurisdictions. The applicable law for 

relevant contractual and non-contractual relationships is examined. The chapter also 

discusses exceptions and limitations to the territoriality principle regarding trademarks and 

industrial designs. 

4. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Contributions 

I will highlight some of the main scientific and/or applied contributions of the dissertation: 

• The use of intellectual property in the presence of an international element is analyzed 

through the lens of both intellectual property law and private international law. 

• Examination of the international use of separate industrial property objects—patents, 

trademarks, and industrial designs. 

• A review of various legislative approaches in different countries. 

• Analysis of case law from various countries. 

• Analysis and critique of Bulgarian case law on the topic. 

• Analysis of Court of Justice of the EU case law relevant to the topic. 



5. Evaluation of the Abstract 

The abstract is 28 pages long and meets the requirements in terms of structure and volume. It is 

presented in both Bulgarian and English. 

 No plagiarism is found in the submitted materials for review. 

6. Critical Notes, Recommendations, and Questions 

• It is regrettable that the author has left out procedural issues related to the use of intellectual 

property in the presence of an international element from the scope of the study. These 

issues are closely connected to problems in determining the applicable law, and their 

omission impacts the depth of the scientific analysis. 

• The analysis would have been enriched if the author had paid more attention to the 

relationship between PART FOUR “Applicable Law for Works,” Art. 99 of the Copyright 

and Related Rights Act, and the Bulgarian Private International Law Code. 

• Given the provision of Art. 95g of the Copyright and Related Rights Act, I cannot agree 

with the assertion that liability for copyright and related rights infringements is a specific 

type of strict liability under the Act (p. 82). 

 The above remarks do not overshadow the overall positive impression of the dissertation. 

7. Conclusion 

Based on the above, I believe that the dissertation contains scientific and applied contributions and 

meets the requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of 

Bulgaria (LDASRB), the Rules for its Implementation, and the Rules on the Organization and 

Conduct of Competitions for Academic Positions and Academic Degrees at UNWE. 

 I call on the esteemed members of the Scientific Jury, upon a convincing public defense, to award 

the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” to Trayan Naydenov Kosev in the field of higher 

education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.6. Law, doctoral program 

“Invention, Copyright and Patent Law.” 
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