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OTHOCHO:  JUCepTalMOHEH TPYA 3a MPUCHXKAaHE Ha 00pa3oBaTesHA U Hay4Ha
CTETICH ,JAO0KTOP* TO0 HayuHa cneyuarHocm , Mxonomuxa u
ynpasnenue (Mnoycmpus) “ 8 YHCC.

ABTOp Ha AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYA: Eeenuna boiikoea ean Mencen

Tema Ha AUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY/I: H3epacxcoane na pamka 3a nookpena Ha
coyuanHume npeonpuemasy Om yHugepcumemume

OcHoganue 3a TIPEACTABSIHE HA CTAHOBUILETO: YYaCTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO
Kypu 1O 3alMTa Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHUS Tpyd cbriaacHo 3amoBen No
1334/30.04.2025 r. na Pextopa nHa YHCC.

1. Uudopmanms 3a nucepranra

JlucepTanThT ce € oOyuaBajd IO JOKTOpCKAa Iporpama KbM KaTeapa
S2Aunyctpuanen 6usnec Ha YHCC mo nHaydnHa cnenuanHocT ,,/IkoHOMHKa U
ynpasnenue (Mugycrpus) B mpodecuonanHo Hampasienue 3.8 HMkoHommuka
cpriaacHo 3anoBea Ha 3am.-pektopa mo HUJ[ mva YHCC Ne 572/09.03.2021 r.
OO6y4deHneTo € OChIIEeCTBEHO B penoBHA (hopma mpe3 nepuoaa ot 23.02.2021 r.
10 23.02.2024 r.

EBenuna boitkoBa Ban Mencen e pojaena Ha 09.11.1984 r. 3apppiinna e
[TopTcMyTCKUSI YHUBEPCUTET KaTo OaKajlaBbp MO XOTEJICKHM MAHUIKMBHT MpeE3
2007 r. IIpe3 2016 r. mnosyyaBa MarucTbpcka cTeneH 0o busHec
AJIMUHUCTpALMsl 32 YOPaBICHCKU KaJpu OT AMEPUKAHCKH YHHUBEPCUTET B
bearapusa. Ot 2020 r. 70 MOMEHTa € NpenoAaBares] II0 MapKETHUHI B
AMepukancku YHuBepcuteT B bbarapus. Boau kopnopaTuBHU 0OyueHus B
Yunmume 3a busznec Kommnerenmuu. [lpurekaBa 3HAUWTENIEH ONMUT KaTo
npeAnpuemMad, MEHUKbp M TpenojaBaresl. Bnanee aHrnuiicku U QpeHcKd
€3UK.



2. O01ma xapaKkTepucTHKA HA NPeACTABEHHUS TUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/

[IpencraBeHUAT AMCEPTALMIOHEH TPYHI ChIbp’Ka YBOJ, YETUPHU TIJIaBH,
3aKiroueHue, ondmuorpadust U YeTUPH MIPUIIOKEHUS B 00eM OT 243 cTpaHUIM.
3a BU3yalM3HUpaHe Ha ChABPKAHUETO ca U3Moy3Banu 16 durypu u 25 Tadauim.
N3non3Bann ca 490 nurepaTypHu HM3TOYHUIM, KaTto 465 oT TIX ca Ha
aHrnuiicku e3uk. L{lutupanu ca BoAeln HayyHH IyOJIMKAIMK, BKIIOUUTEIHO U
W3TOYHHIIN, TyOIMKYBaHU MPE3 MOCISAHUTE 5 TOAUHH, KOETO CBUICTEIICTBA 32
no0Opara OCBEIOMEHOCT Ha aBTOpa II0 TeMaTa Ha IUCEpPTAllMOHHUA Tpyna. B
€3MKOBO U CTUJIOBO OTHOIIEHUE TUCEpTalUATa € 100pe MpeacTaBeHa, KOeTo
MOJNIOMAara 4YeTeHeTO U Bb3IPUEMAHETO Ha HAYYHUTE Pe3yITaTu.

AKTyanHOCTTa Ha Temara ¢ 0e3CmopHa, KaTo c€ MMa MPEABU BAKHUAT
MPUHOC Ha COLMAIHUTE MPEANpPHEeMayu 3a PEIIaBaHETO Ha CJIOKHU COLUAJIHU
npo0sieMH B OOIIECTBOTO, KOUTO HE Ca PEIIeHU OT Ibp)KaBaTa WM Ma3apHUTE
MexaHu3Mu. Ponsita Ha yHHMBEpCHUTETHUTE 3a TMOJAKPENa Ha COIUATHHUTE
npenrnpueMayd He € MPUBJSIKIAa HEOOXOAMMOTO BHUMAHUE B HaydHara
auTeparypa 10 MOMeHTa. JIMCepTallMOHHUST TPY/l € MOCBETEH Ha Ch3/IaBaHe U
YTBBpPKIaBaHE HA pamMKa 3a MOJKperna Ha COLUAJHUTE NpeanpueMadd 4dpes
BBTPCIIHUTE W BBHITHUTE PECYpCH, C KOUTO pasloyiaraT YHUBEPCUTETHTE.
OO0exThT, MpeaMETHT, LIeNTa, Te3aTa U 3aJa4nUTe Ha M3CJIEBAHETO ca SCHO U
KOpPEKTHO (OpMyJIMpaHM W Ca HACOYEHM KbM 3allbJIBaHE Ha MPa3HOTH B
HayyHata JuTepaTypa. HayuHara Teza Ha nucepranusTa €, 4ye ,,COLMATHUTE
npenrnpueMadyn ce CONBCKBAT C NPEIU3BUKATEICTBA, PAa3IMYHU OT TE3U Ha
OuW3HEC TpEeNNpreMaunTe B TEXHHUS CTPEMEX Ja pellaBaT CJIOXXHU COIMAITHU
npoOiieMH, Karo JIETUTUMHOCT, OTKJIOHEHHE OT MHCHUATA, OIEHKAa Ha
BB3/ICHCTBUETO, IPUBJIMYAHE HA UMIIAKT (DUHAHCHUpaHE, KOUTO MOTaT jJa Obaar
MPEOJ0JIEHH Ype3  IleJIeHacoYeHa M CTPYKTypHpaHa TOJKpena  OT
yuuBepcuteture’ (ctp. 13). CTpyKkTypaTa Ha JUCEpPTAIMOHHHUS TPYI € 100pe
OanaHCUpaHa U ChOTBETCTBA HAIIBJIHO HA MOCTABEHUTE M3CJICIOBATEIICKH IIEITU
u 3amaur. OTOENHUTE TJABM W CEKIMU Cca TOJAPEACHH B JIOTUYECKA
MOCJIEIOBATEIIHOCT.

3. OueHka HA MOJYYeHUTE HAYYHU M HAYYHO-NIPWIOKHH Pe3yJITATH

B pesyarar Ha 3agpi0oueHO TMpOydyBaHE Ha JUTEparypara ca
aHAJIU3UPAHU OCHOBHUTE JAe(UHUIUH, XapAaKTEPUCTUKH, TCOPETUUHH MOJIETH U
KOHUENIUU ¢ MPEeAU3BUKATENCTBA MpEeJ COLUATHOTO MpEeANpUeMayecTBo.
N3sicHeHa e posisiTa Ha YHMBEPCUTETUTE B IMpeANpHUeMadyecKkaTta €KOCUCTEMA B
MOJIKpena Ha COLMAJIHUTE NpearnpueMadyd M ca U3BEJIECHH YHHBEPCUTETCKU
MOAXOAU U MEXaHU3MHM 3a MOAKPENa Ha COLMATHUTE MpeAnpuemMadu, 0a3upanu
Ha CHCTeMaTH4eH Mmperjea Ha aureparypara. Pazpaboren e moxmen SKILL,
KOHTO ouepTaBa MET KIIOUYOBM KOMIIOHEHTa 3a Pa3BUTHUE U YCTOMUMBOCT Ha



COLIMATHUTE  mpeanpuemaud  (3HaHUs, (UHAHCUpPAHE, BIBXHOBEHHUE,
JETUTUMHOCT U YCTOMYMBOCT M Mamjabupane). Ilpennoxkena e mHTerpupana
paMKa Ha YHMBEPCUTETUTE 3a MOJKpENa Ha COLHUAIHUTE MpeAnpueMaui,
BrutrouBaia mojiena SKILL u Teopunte 3a edexryanus, yueHe upe3 mpaBeHe U
JUHAMUYHUA CIOCOOHOCTH, KOSITO MO’KE Jla C€ M3MOJ3Ba 32 MPOTHO3MpAHE Ha
HaW-MTOAXOASIINTE MEXaHU3MHU 3a noAKpena Ha COLIMAITHOTO
MpEANPUEMAUYECTBO B YHUBEPCUTETUTE, 3a HACHTU(PUIMpAHE HA MOAXOIU 3a
M3TPaXJAaHETO HAa JAMHAMUYHU CIOCOOHOCTH 3a COLUMAIHUTE MNPEANpUATUS U
IIPOYYBAHE HA POJISITA HA AHTAKUPAHOCTTA HA €KOCUCTEMHUTE 3a TMOJKpenara Ha
collMaHUTe npennpuemMadn. M30panata METo10JI0THsI HA U3CIEABAHE HAITBJIHO
CbOTBETCTBA HA IIOCTABEHUTE LeJl M 3agaud. IlpoBeneHo € KadecTBEH
u3cle[iBaHE 4Ype3 UHTEepBIOTA M (POKyC rpynu Ha MOAXOIUTE, 4Ype3 KOUTO
YHUBEPCUTETUTE B bbarapus MNOAKPENAT COLMUAIHHUTE MpeAnpUeMadd U
aHrakxupar IpearnpuemMadeckara exocucrema. [IpoBeneHo € MeXIyHapOIHO
EMIIUPUYHO U3CTeBaHe Ha €()eKTUBHOCTTA HA YHUBEPCUTETCKUTE MIPOTPaMH 3a
COLMAJIHO MPEANPUEMAYECTBO U BIHUSHUETO MM BBPXY HAMEPEHUETO Ha
CTYJICHTHTE Jla 3allOYHAT W pPa3BUBAT COLMAJHU WHULWATHBU B DPa3INYHU
IbpXKaBU. YCTAaHOBEH € IMOJIOXUTENICH e(PeKT Ha YHUBEPCUTETCKUTE MPOrPaMu
BbPXY CHOCOOHOCTTa Ha COIMAJIHUTE MNpearpHeMaud Ja pa3pacTBaT CBOUTE
WHUIIMATHBY B U3BajJKa OT 715 commanau npeanpueMaun. PazpaboTena e mbTHa
KapTa 3a IPUJIaraHe Ha paMKaTa 3a MOJKpena Ha COUMATHUTE MPEAIPUEMady OT
yHuBepcutretute. OOOCHOBaHM ca 3aKIIOYEHUS OTHOCHO JOKa3BaHETO Ha
OCHOBHATa M3ClIe/loBaTeNIcKa Te3a M xunore3n. OCHOBHAaTa M3CIEA0BATEICKA
Te3a € JI0Ka3aHa B 3HAYUTEJIHA CTEIICH.

4. OueHka Ha HAyYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU MPUHOCH

[Ipunoxxenara crpaBka oOTpassiBa JIOCTOBEPHO HAYYHHTE W HAy4yHO-
MPUIOKHUTE MPUHOCH Ha JucepTanuoHHusi Tpyna. [locoueHute mpuHOCH ce
OCHOBABAaT Ha MOJYYEHUTE HAYYHU PE3yJITAaTH OT COOCTBEHOTO KOJIMUECTBEHO U
KaueCTBEHO M3CJe/IBaHe, KAKTO M aHallu3a Ha BTOPUYHU JaHHU, U ca JIUYHO
MOCTIKEHWE Ha aBTopa.  lIpencraBeHuTe pe3yATaTd OT HAIpaBEHUTE
W3CIIE/IBAHUS U aHAJIM3H B IUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYJl MOTaT Ja Ce XapaKTepu3upar
KaTo HaArpakJaHe Ha CBHUIECTBYBAIlM 3HAHUA U MPUIOKEHHE Ha HAy4YHU
MOCTHKEHUS.

5. OueHka Ha MyOJHUKAIMUTE MO JMCEPTAIUATA

[lo Tematra Ha nucCepTALIMOHHUS TPyA ca MyOJUKYBaHU WA MPHETH 32
nyOnuKyBaHe 8 Hay4yHU CTaTUU B ChaBTOPCTBO, 2 OT KOWTO B CIIHCAHUA,
pedepupaHd U HHISKCUPAaHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHM 0a3M JaHHU C Hay4Ha
uHpopmanus. B nponec Ha pelieH3upaHe € eHa Hay4yHa CTaTus B CbaBTOPCTBO.



Benuku myOnukanuy ca mo TemaTtwkaTa Ha aucepranuonHus Tpyld. C ToBa
IUCEPTAaHTHT HAIXBHPISI MHHAMATHWATE HAIMOHAIHW W3WCKBAaHUSA 32
npuaoOrBaHe Ha 0Opa3oBaTeliHa U Hay4Ha CTeTeH "qoKTop".

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepara

ABtopedepaTsT Ha  JHUCEPTAlMOHHUA  TPYA  ChAbpKa  oOmia
XapaKTepUCTUKAa Ha JUCEPTAIlMOHHUS TpyHd, uHOpMaIms 3a Heromara
CTPYKTypa U CbhIbp)KaHUE, CIpaBKa 3a OCHOBHHUTE MPUHOCH M CIHUCHK Ha
nyOnukanuuTe. ABTOpedepaThbT pa3KpuBa JTOCTOBEPHO M TOYHO OCHOBHHTE
MOMEHTH OT CbIbPKAHUETO Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHMUS TPYyI U OTroBaps Ha
M3MCKBAHUATA 32 00eM U 0(pOpMIICHHE.

7. Kputnunu 0ejie;KKH, NPenopbKH H BHIPOCH

Hsamam xputndyau OeneXKu KbM JIUcepTallioHHUsA Tpya. [IpemoppuBam
Ha EBenmnua BaH MeHcen J1a MPOaBDKM J1a IMyOJIMKyBa PE3yiaTaTH OT CBOWTE
W3CIIEABAaHMAsl B H3JaHHs, BKIIOYEHH B CBETOBHOM3BECTHUTE Oa3u HJaHHU
SCOPUS u Web of Science.

8. 3akinrouenue

Bcuuko H3/I0KE€HO B HACTOSIIETO CTAHOBMILE MU JaBa OCHOBAHME 1A
cuutaMm, 4ye EBenuHa boiikoBa BaH MeHcen oTroBaps Ha YCIOBUATA U
m3uckBanusita Ha 3PACPB u nHa IlpaBunHuIIMTE HA HETOBOTO MpUJAraHe Ha
MOH u va YHCC 3a cbhappKaHHETO U 3a HAYYHUTE U HAYyYHO-IIPUIIOKHUTE
MPUHOCU Ha JUCEpPTAlMOHHUSA TPYyJA 3a MPUCHKIAHE Ha oOpa3oBaTeinHa U
Hay4yHa CTeNeH ,JOKTop“. VYOemeHo TiacyBaM 3a MPHUCHXKIaHE Ha
oOpa3oBaTesiHa U Hay4yHa CTEleH ,,JOKTop*“ Ha EBenuHa boilikoBa BaH MeHcen
no npodecuoHanHo HampasieHue 3.8 ,,JIkoHOMHKa®™, Hay4YHa CIEIHAIHOCT
,JIkoHoMuka u ynpasnenue (Mugyctpus)“ B YHCC.

30.05.2025 / Codus [Monamuc: TP,
/mpod. n.1. Jlecucnasa Mopaanosa/



YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAIIMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITIAHCTBO

STATEMENT

By: Prof. D.Sc. Desislava Yordanova

SU “St. Kliment Ohridski*

Scientific field 3.7. Administration and management /Business
administration/

Subject: dissertation for the award of an educational and scientific degree
“doctor” in the field of scientific specialty “Economics and
management (Industry)” in UNWE.

Author of the dissertation: Evelina Boykova van Mensel

Topic of the dissertation: DEVELOPING A FRAMEWORK FOR
UNIVERSITY-LED SUPPORT OF SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS

Reason for presenting the opinion: participation in the composition of the
scientific jury for the defense of the dissertation according to Order No.
1334/30.04.2025 of the Rector of the UNSS.

1. Information about the dissertation author

Dissertation author was enrolled in the doctoral program at the
department ,,Industrial business* in UNWE in the field of scientific specialty
“Economics and management (Industry)” in professional field 3.8 Economics
according to the Order of the Vice-Dean for Research of UNWE No
572/09.03.2021. The doctoral education is full-time for the period from
23.02.2021 to 23.02.2024.

Evelina Boykova van Mensel is born on 09.11.1984. She graduated the
University of Portsmouth as a bachelor in hotel management in 2007. In 2016
she received master’s degree in Business Administration from the American
University in Bulgaria. Since 2020 she is a lecturer in marketing in the
American University in Bulgaria. She provides corporate trainings at the School
for Business Competences. She has gained significant experience as
entrepreneur, manager and lecturer. She is fluent in English and French.



2. Brief description of the presented dissertation

The presented dissertation contains introduction, four chapters,
conclusions, bibliography, and four appendices with volume 243 pages. The
presentation is illustrated with 16 figures and 25 tables. The author has used
490 references and 465 of them are in English. The author has cited leading
publications including publications from the last 5 years, which indicates good
understanding of the topic of the dissertation. In relation to the language and
style, the dissertation is well presented which helps reading and understanding
of the scientific findings.

The relevance of the dissertation topic is beyond doubt taking into
account the important contribution of social entrepreneurs to solve complex
social problems in society which have not been solved by the government or
market mechanisms. The role of universities for support of social entrepreneurs
has not attracted enough research attention in the available literature. The
dissertation deals with the creation and validation of a framework for support of
social entrepreneurs through university internal and external resources. The
research object, subject, aim, thesis and tasks are formulated clearly and
correctly and aim to fill existing research gaps in the scientific literature. The
scientific thesis of the dissertation is that “social entrepreneurs face different
challenges from business entrepreneurs in their quest to solve complex social
problems, such as legitimacy, mission drift, impact evaluation, and attracting
impact funding, which can be overcome through targeted and structured support
from universities” (p. 13). The structure of the dissertation is well balanced and
corresponds completely to the formulated research aim and tasks. The chapters
and sections are ordered in a logical sequence.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

As a result of a comprehensive review of the existing literature the main
definitions, characteristics, theoretical models, concepts, and challenges to
social entrepreneurship are analyzed. The role of universities in the
entrepreneurial ecosystem in support of social entrepreneurs is clarified and the
university approaches and mechanisms for support of social entrepreneurs
based on a systematic literature review are outlined. The author has developed
the SKILL model specifying five key components for development and
sustainability of social entrepreneurs (knowledge, liquidity/funding, inspiration,
legitimacy and sustainability and scaling). The author presents an integrative
framework of university support for social entrepreneurs including the SKILL
model, and the theories of effectuation, experiential learning, and dynamic



capabilities, which can be used for proposing the most appropriate mechanisms
for support of social entrepreneurship in universities, for identification of
approached for building dynamic capabilities for social enterprises and
exploring the role of ecosystem engagement for support of social entrepreneurs.
The research methodology fully corresponds to the formulated research purpose
and tasks. The author conducted a qualitative study of the approaches that
universities in Bulgaria support social entrepreneurs and engage entrepreneurial
ecosystem involving interviews and focus groups. The author conducted an
international empirical study of the efficiency of university programs for social
entrepreneurship and their influence on students’ intentions to start and develop
social initiatives in different countries. The findings reveal a positive effect of
university programs on the abilities of social entrepreneurs to develop their
initiatives in a sample of 715 social entrepreneurs. The author provides
conclusions about the support of the research thesis and hypotheses. The
research thesis is supported.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

The author has correctly formulated scientific and applied scientific
contributions in the dissertation. The formulated contributions are based on the
scientific results from the conducted quantitative and qualitative studies as well
as the analysis of secondary data and are personal achievement of the author.
The empirical results from the conducted studies and analyses in the
dissertation can be characterized as enriching existing knowledge and
application of scientific achievements.

5. Evaluation of publications related to the dissertation

The author has presented 8 co-authored scientific articles which are
published or accepted for publications and 2 of them are accepted in journals
referred and indexed in world-renowned databases with scientific information.
One article is under review. All publications are related to the topic of the
dissertation. Thus, the author exceeds the minimal national requirements for
obtaining educational and scientific degree “doctor”.

6. Evaluation of the extended abstract

The extended abstract of the dissertation contains the general
characteristics of the dissertation, information about its structure and content,
the formulation of the main contributions and list of publications related to the
topic of the dissertation. The extended abstract correctly and precisely reveals
the main aspects of the content of the dissertation and meets the requirements
for volume and presentation.



7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions

I do not have critical remarks to the dissertation. I recommend Evelina
Boykova van Mensel to continue to publish her research in publications
included in world-renowned databases SCOPUS and Web of Science.

8. Conclusions

Based on the above, I confirm that Evelina Boykova van Mensel meets
the conditions and requirements of the the Law on the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules of its implementation
at the Ministry of Education and Science and the UNWE for the content of the
dissertation and for the scientific and scientific-applied contributions for
obtaining the educational and scientific degree of “doctor”. I am convinced to
vote for awarding the educational and scientific degree of “doctor” to Evelina
Boykova van Mensel in professional field 3.8 Economics, scientific specialty
,,Economics and management (Industry)* in UNWE.

30.05.2025 / Sofia Signature: ...........cooeeeiiiien...
/Prof. D.Sc. Desislava Yordanova/



