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CTAHOBMUIIE

Ot: IIpod. nu Tans Mopmanosa Tomoposa
YHuBepcuter no 6MOIMOTEKO3HAHNE U MHPOPMAIIMOHHU TEXHOJIOTUU
3.5. O0miecTBeHH KOMYHHUKAIMH U HH(OPMAITMOHHHN HAYKU

OTHOCHO:  JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHXKJIaHEe Ha 00pa3oBaTeIHA U Hay4YHA
CTEIEH ,,A0KTOP* no Hayuna cneyuannocm B Y HCC.

ABTOp Ha AMCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/I: JInnmus Murkopa HMorosa

Tema Ha muCepTaIMOHHUSA TPYI: busnec ¢ unmenexmyanna cobcmeenocm
8b6 homozpagcrama uHOYCmpus

OcHosanue 32 IPEJICTaBSIHE HAa CTAHOBHUIIIETO: yYacTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO

Kypu TI0 3allUTa HA JUCEPTAllMOHHMS Tpynd cbriacHo 3amosern  Ne

3519/29.10.2025 r. Ha Pexropa Ha YHCC.

1. NUndopmanus 3a q1ucepTanTa

JInnust MutkoBa MoToBa e OKTOpaHT B 3a104Ha GopMa Ha 0OydeHHe B
Karenpa ,JIHTeneKkTyaaHa COOCTBEHOCT M TEXHOJOTMYeH TpaHcdep® mnpu
busnec ¢akynTer Ha YHUBepcUTeTa 32 HAIIMOHAIIHO M CBETOBHO CTOMAHCTBO —
Codus. Ts ce obyuaBa no mpodecuonanHo HampasieHnue 3.8. ,,lkoHoMuka“,
JTOKTOpCKa mporpama , OpraHu3aiiusi U yIpaBieHHE U3BBH cdepata Ha
MaTEPUAITHOTO TMPOMU3BOJCTBO (MHTENEKTyajHa COOCTBEHOCT B TBOPUYECKHUTE
UHIYCTPUM) C HayyeH pbkoBoauTen jou. nA-p Hwukonaii Kpymikos.
JlokTOpaHTKaTa € W3MBJIHWIA WHIAUBUAYyATHUS CH TUIAH 3a OOyYeHHE U
NpencTaBs JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPyJd ¢ MyOJUKAaIlMu, KOWTO HAaJBHUIIIABAT
MHHHMMAaJIHUTE HAIlMOHAJIHM M3UCKBaHWs 1o wi. 20, ain. 2 u 3 or 3PACPDB 3a
npunoOMBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTeIHATa U HAy4YyHA CTEMEH ,,JJOKTOP, KOETO € BUIHO
OT MPHUJIOKEHA CIIpaBKa.

Jlunuss Moroa e 3apppmimia  OKC ,0akanaBbpp CHEUATHOCT
,/IKOHOMUKa - OW3HECAAMUHUCTpAIMA“ ¢ MpoecuoHalHa KBadudUKaIus
,CronaHcko ynpasnenue B HoB 0barapcku ynusepcuretr u OKC ,,maructep®
cneruaindoct ,lledatHn menun BpB ®KMK npu Codwuiicku yHUBEpPCHUTET.
Coc 3amoen 1044/12.04.2021 r. ma Pexktropa ma YHCC e 3auncnena B
JIOKTOpAaHTypa KbM KaTeapa ,,/IHTeleKkTyasHa COOCTBEHOCT U TEXHOJOTUYEH



tpanchep®. [lo oTHomeHne Ha mpodecHoHATHATA peaM3aIs, e OTKPOS
paborara i kato ynpaButen Ha Apt Doto Jlelt6snr EOO/J] u neitHOCTTa ¥ KaTo
npenaceaaren Ha AconuanusiTa Ha npodecuoHamHuTe GoTorpadu.

O6pasoBaTeHUAT M npodecnonaneH msT Ha Jlmams MoToBa JTOrMdHO
omnpeneNnsaT HEWHUusT WHTEepec KbM MpoOJeMaTHKa, CBbp3aHa ¢ OuszHeca C
MHTEJEKTyallHa COOCTBEHOCT BbB poTorpadckara HHIYCTPHSI.

2. O01ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA NPeJCTABEHUS TUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/

OOCHKIaHUAT TPYH ,bU3HEC C HHTEJIEKTyallHa COOCTBEHOCT BBbHB
dotorpadckara ungycTpus”® € B ob6eM ot 280 crpaHunm, ot kouto 237
CTpPaHUIIM OCHOBEH TEKCT, CBCTOAILl CE€ OT YBOJA, TPU TIJaBH, W3BOIU U
3aKJII0UEHHUE, CIIMCHK C U3IMOJI3BaHAa JINTEPATypa, CIIUCHK ChC CHKPAIICHUS U JIBE
npuioxeHus. B papaboTkarta ca BKIIOUEHH TaOIHULIM U PUTYpH, 000raTsABaIIU
WH(OPMATUBHOCTTA, CUCTEMATHU3AIMITA U KOHKPETHKATa Ha U3JI0KEHUETO.

Crtpykrypara Ha [ucepTanusiTa OTroBaps HAa UW3MCKBaHHUATA 3a
KOMITO3UITMOHHO Chpa3MepHO Pa3MoJio’KeHNE Ha OTACITHUTE YaCTH, OCUTYPEHA €
TAXHATa JIOTUYECKa OOBBP3aHOCT W OalaHC B HAYYHOTO H3CJECABAaHE Ha
npobnemaTtukara. [locoueHusT o6em e JocTaThbueH, 3a Ja ObAAT U3JI0KEHU U
CUCTEMATU3UpPAHU  YOETUTETHO  TEOPETUYHUTE, METOJOJOTUYECKUTE U
OPWIOKHUTE BBIPOCH HA TPOBEICHOTO mpoyuBaHe. BwB ¢okyca Ha
u3cnenoBarenckus unrepec Ha JI. MortoBa e dororpadusTa eIHOBpEMEHHO
KaTo TBOPYECKHU TMPOIEC U KATO TBOpUYECKA WHIYCTPHS, aHAIM3UPANKHU S TIpe3
UKOHOMUYECKUTE M TMPAaBHUTE MEXaHW3MH 32 peallM3hpaHe Ha TPUXOAH U
3aKpujia Ha TpaBaTa. AKTyaJdHOCTTa Ha TeMaTa MPOU3THYA OT TIOOATHOTO
pasmpocTpaneHne Ha ¢ororpadusaTra U auruTanuianuara. [lo3unmoHupa ce
MOCTAHOBKATa, Y€ BBIPEKH MACOBOTO u3Moi3BaHe Ha (oTtorpadcku
MPOM3BEICHNS, HsIMa JOCTAaTHYHO SICHOTA OTHOCHO TpaBaTa Ha MHTENEKTyallHa
COOCTBEHOCT KaKTO CpeJl aBTOPUTE, TaKa U CPe] MOJI3BATEIHTE.

Bu3npuemam opmynupoBkute Ha obekTa - pororpadcekara MHIYCTpUS
KaTo TBOpYECKa MHAYCTpUsa U (oTorpadCKUTEe MPOU3BEACHUS KaTO OOEKTH Ha
MHTEJIEKTyallHa COOCTBEHOCT M MpEeAMETa Ha U3CIEABAHETO - MHTEJIEKTyaaHaTa
coOCTBEHOCT BBB (poTorpadckara MHIAYCTPHS, pasriIekKIaHa KaTo CUCTEMa 3a
mpaBHAa 3aKpuja W HMKOHOMHYECKa peanm3anus Ha (ororpadckute
MIPOU3BEICHNS TIPE3 MPU3MaTa Ha MpaBHATa, NKOHOMUYECKATa 1 yIpaBJICHCKATa
Teopusi M TpakTuka. JIormdeckn mpousThyaiia € IeiaTa Ha JUCEePTAIMOHHUS
TPYZ - Jla C€ Ch37aJaT U CUCTEMATU3HpaT Ou3Hec Mojaenu BbB (hoTorpadckaTa
UHAYCTPHUS, KOUTO Ja OTKPHIT HOBH BB3MOXKHOCTH 3a (ororpadure dpes
auBepcuUKaIys Ha YCIYTHTE B ChOTBETCTBUE C Ma3apHUTE TEHIACHIMH. 15 ce
MOCTUTA Ype3 IEJICHACOYCHO H3IMBJIHEHUE Ha MIECT HAyYHOU3CIIEAOBATEIICKU
3a/1aqm.



JI. MoToBa MpOCTPaHHO M3ACHSIBA OCHOBHATA T€3a HA JHCEPTALHOHHOTO
u3CIe/IBaHe, KOATO Iiacu ,,poTorpadckuTe MpoU3BEIACHHUITa KaTo OOEKTH Ha
aBTOPCKONPAaBHA 3aKpuja ca MNpoaAykTd Ha ¢doTorpadckara TBOpUECcKa
WHAYCTpPHUsI, TPEACTABISABAIM WKOHOMHUYECKO OJIaro M MpuTekXaBallu OW3HEC
HNOTEHIMal, KOraro B YCIOBUSTa Ha CBOOOJEH Imazap YyAOBJIETBOPSBAT
HOTPEOHOCTH HAa MOTPEOUTENUTE", MPUIPYKEHA OT YETUPU TTOATE3H.

N3BopoBara 6aza BkirouBa o0m0 173 M3TOYHMKA, Cpell KOMTO HaydHa
auTepaTypa Ha OBIrapCKU M AHIVIMWCKU €3UK, HOPMATUBHU JOKYMEHTH HU
€JIEKTPOHHU pecypcu. OT moadopa Ha M3MOA3BAHUTE HM3TOYHMIM MPOJIMYaABA
N00pOTO IMO3HaBaHE OT JIOKTOpAaHTKAaTa Ha peJeBaHTHAaTa JUTepaTypa H
HAyYHUTE TOCTH)KEHHA 10 TMpoyyBaHaTa mpoOnemaTtnka. Kputuyno e
OOMHCJIEHO CHINECTBYBAIIOTO 3HAHUE M Ca OTKPOCHHU HEU3CIICABAHU MPOOIEMHU.
[Io TO3M HA4YMH apryMEHTUPAHO € JIOCTUTHATO 10 00OOIIEHUETO 32 HOBOCT U
aucepTabuiIHOCT Ha (QopMyTupaHaTa Tema, pasriiexkaania KakBH MOJETH ca
MPWIOKUMHU B OBITAPCKU YCIOBHUSA, U KaK MOXE Jla C€ MOCTUTHE T0-e(heKTHUBHO
yIpaBJICHUE Ha MpaBaTa U OM3HEC MPOLIECUTE BbB (poTOrpadckara MHIYCTPUS.
W3sicheHn ca  METOAOJOTHSITAa Ha  MW3CICABAHETO, TMOHATHUHUAT U
TEPMHUHOJIOTMYEH anapaT, KakTO U Bb3IPUETUTE OIPaHUYEHUS.

3. OneHka Ha MOJy4YeHUTe HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHM Pe3yJITaTH

JlucepTaliMOHHOTO U3CJIeIBaHE € Pa3rbpHATO B TPU TJIaBH, KAKTO CJIE/BA:
mppBa riaBa ,,dotorpadcka unaycTpus u Gororpadcku mpousBeneHUs , BTopa
raBa , JHTenekTyamHa coOcTBeHOCT BBB (oTorpadckata HHIYCTPHS.
[IpobGiemu u mpean3BUKATENICTBA MpeJ] YYaCTHULIUTE U TpeTa IJiaBa ,,buzHec
MozeNu BbB poTorpadckata HHAYCTpHUS .

Cpen OCHOBHHUTE TIOCTHDKCHHS HA TUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPy MOTaT Ja ObaaT
OTKPOCHH CIICTHUTE:

B mppBata TiaBa € TOCTHTHATAa CHCTEMATH3allds Ha TEOpETUYHA U
MPWIOXKHA TPOOJIEeMAaTHKAa OTHOCHO. HMCTOPHSATA, Pa3BUTHUETO, cCrenudukara,
YYaCTHUIIUTE, TIOTPEOUTENUTE U MSCTOTO Ha ¢oTorpadckara MHAYCTPUS B
CUCTEMaTa Ha TBOPYECKUTE WHIYCTpUHU; Ne(PUHUpPAHETO HA TMOHATUATA —
doTorpadcko mpoussenenue, pororpad, dotorpadcku xaup u dortorpadcka
WHAYCTpUsA U Kiacuduimpanero Ha GOTOrpadCKUTE KAHPOBE C MPEIOKEHU
aBTOPCKHU TOCTAaHOBKH; Tpodrmpanero Ha (ororpadure; MKOHOMHUYECKUTE
XapaKTEPUCTHKHU Ha PoTorpadckOTO Mpon3BENCHUE, pa3TieqaHO KaTo pecypc U
KaTo KpaeH MPOIyKT 3aeIHO C BBIOPOCH Ha (PopMupaHEeTO Ha IIEHHW Ha
dboTorpadckute Npou3BeACHNUS.

B®B BTOpara rimaBa 3aaba0049€HO ca MPOyYEeHH HOpMaTHBHaTa ypeada B
bearapus, xosTO 3acara JelHOCTTAa Ha (oTorpadckara HHIYCTPHs, KAKTO U
MEXIYHApOJHUTE JOTOBOPH, Kacaelll MpaBaTa Ha MHTEJIEKTyallHa COOCTBEHOCT



BBPXY (oTorpadckute Mpou3BeACHUA. AHATU3BT € C MPOOIEMHO-OpPUEHTUPAH
noaxoq u € GoKycupaH BbpXY MaTepusATa, CBbp3aHa C. aBTOPH U HOCUTEIH Ha
aBTOPCKHU TpaBa, CPOKOBE M HAYMH 3a TSIXHOTO YIpaXKHSBaHE, JIMLEH3UpPAHE U
CBOOOZHO TION3BAaHE; BIUSHUETO HAa TEXHMKATa W TEXHOJOTHHUTE BBPXY
UHTEJEKTyallHaTa  COOCTBEHOCT,  MpEeJU3BHKATEJICTBaTa Ha  OBP30TO
TEXHOJIOTUYHO Pa3BUTHUE U HA U3KYCTBEHUS] HHTEJICKT.

B Ttperara rnaBa, Ha 6azara Ha 0030p Ha CBIIECTBYBAUIUTE MOJIEIHN 3a
MKOHOMHUYECKA peaju3alus, JAUCEpTaHTKAaTa Mpenajiara HOBU Bb3MOXKHOCTH,
npwiokuMu BBB (pororpadckara muayctpusi. [locTikeHune ca mpoBeIeHUTE
JIBC aHKETHH TapajieIHU poyuBaHus — mbpBOTO ¢ 00xBat 100 npodecnonarnu
¢dororpadm B KauecTBOTO MM Ha aBTOpH Ha (poTorpadcku MpousBeACHUS U
BTOPOTO C pecnoHAeHTcKku oOxBar oT 210 mortpebutenn Ha Qororpadceku
npousBenenus. Hampasen e 1 SWOT ananusz Ha dororpadckata MHAYCTpHS.
Pesynrature oT aHaIM3UTE MO3BOJISABAT Jia C€ Pa3Kpue aKTyalHOTO CHCTOSHHE
Ha 11a3apa M Ha B3aMMOOTHONICHMATA MEXJy ydacTHHIMTE B Hero. JI. MotoBa
yOeIUTENHO MO3UIIMOHNPA HOBH OM3HEC MOJENN, KOUTO YCIEIIHO MOTaT Jia ce
pUIOKaT BBB (poTorpadckarta nmpaktuka. Te ca mpeacTaBeHrn KaTo MOJIEIH Ha
B3aUMOJEMCTBUE MEXAY aBTOPH, IMOJI3BATENIM, MHCTUTYLIMU U TOTpPeOUTENnH —
Photography to Business (Ph2B), Photography to Customer (Ph2C),
Photography to Auction (Ph2A), Photography to Media (Ph2M), Photography
to Al (Ph2Al) u ap. Beceku ot TAX 0TpassiBa 0COOCHOCTUTE Ha KOMYHUKAIIUATA,
M3MCKBaHUATA KbM JIOTOBOPHUTE OTHOIICHHWS M HayMHA Ha YOpPaBJICHHE Ha
paBaTa Ha UHTEJIEKTyaJlHa COOCTBEHOCT.

B nuceprarmonnns tpya, JI. MloToBa ¢ IieIeHACOUEHO M3IThIHEHHE HA
MOCTAaBCHUTE HAYYHOM3CIECNOBATEIICKM 3aJaud uYpe3 TMPHIOKEHHE Ha
pelieBaHTHA METOJMKa JOoCTHra 0. (GOpMylIMpOBKaTa Ha KOHKPETHU
MpEeUIOKeHUsT 3a pa3BUTUE Ha Ou3zHec MojenuTe BbB (ororpadcekara
WHAYCTPHSI, apryMEHTHpa NpEIJIOKEHHE 3a Ch3JaBaHE HA OpraHU3aIUs 3a
KOJIEKTUBHO ympasieHue Ha aBropckute npaa (OKVYII) BvB (ororpadckara
UHAYCTpUS; Mpeajara cucreMa 3a M3MHCBAHE Ha aBTOPUTE M HOCUTENIUTE Ha
npasa BbpXy (ororpadckute Npou3BEACHUs, 3a€HO C TOAMHATA U MSCTOTO Ha
Ch3laBaHe U MpernopbyBa GororpaduTe 1a 3a0YHAT AKTUBHO Ja PETUCTPUpAT
CBOMTE HUMEHa KaTo TBPrOBCKM MapkH; (¢GOKycHupa BHHUMAHHMETO BBPXY
HE0OXOUMOCTTa OT TOBMILIABAaHE Ha IMpaBHATa KyJITypa Ha YYacCTHHUIIUTE U
no100psiBaHe Ha 3aKOHOJATEeIHATA paMKa.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIO0KHHM IPHUHOCH

[IpencraBeHuTe HaydyHM W HAyYHO-TIPUJIOKHM  IIPUHOCUM  ca
ChOTBETCTBAIM Ha W3BBPLICHOTO H3CIEIBAaHE B JHUCEPTALMOHHUSA Tpynd. B
pa3paboTkaTa c€ JOCTHra JI0 HOBO 3HaHHME, KOETO JONbJIBa M o0orarsBa



CbBpEMECHHATa TEOpUs M TMpaKTHKa [0 OTHOIICHHWE Ha BBIPOCH Ha
MHTEJIEKTyallHaTa CcOOCTBEHOCT BBB  (oTorpadckara  UHAYCTpUS U
MPIIOKEHUETO Ha OM3HEC MOeNM BbB doTorpadckara nuHaycTpus. Jlokazana e
aBTOpCKaTa Te3a.

5. Ouenka Ha NMyOJIUKALMHUTE MO IUCEPTALMSTA

AmnpoOanusta Ha Hampeabka Ha H3CIEIBAHMATA MO TpyJda dYpe3
TOCTHTHATA MyOJIHKalMoHHA npoaykuusa or Jwims MoToBa e HajBHIIaBama
MuHuManHuTe wusuckBaHus Ha 3PACPb u nHa IlpaBunHMKa 3a HETOBOTO
npwioxkenne B YHCC. IlpencraBenu ca 6 myOnuKanud, OT KOUTO €IHA €
pedepupana B Web of Science.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTOpedepaTbT OTrOBapsl Ha U3UCKBAHMATA 3a CHHTE3UPAHO OTpa3siBaHE
Ha CBABPKAHUETO Ha JHUCEPTAUMOHHUS TpyA U € odopmMeH crnopea
m3uckBanusTa Ha 3PACPD u IIpaBunnunka 3a Herosoro npunoxenue B Y HCC.

7. Kputuunu 0e/ie:KKH, NPeNnopbKU U BbIPOCH

Hsamawm cobiecTBeHr 0€IeXKH KbM JUCEPTAIIMOHHOTO U3CIIC/IBaHE.

VY6enena cbpM, 4e Tazu npodiieMaTHKa MpeACTaBIsiBa HHTEPEC 3a MIUPOKa
ayJMTOpHs, TOpamd KoeTo moxkenaBaM Ha Jlmmms MoToBa 1a HpomabikaBa
CBOSITA H3CIIEJIOBATEJICKA JEHHOCT MO MpoOJeMUTEe Ha WHTEJIEKTyalHaTa
coOCTBEHOCT BbB (oTorpadckara JeHHOCT M aKTUBHOCTTA CH B PAa3HOOOpa3HU
dbopmu 3a aKaJEMUIHO U HAYYHO OOIIIyBaHE W B3aUMOJICUCTBUS C TIPAKTHUITH.

8. 3akiwyenune

B 3akmrouenue, u3paszsiBaM MHEHHUE, 4€ TMPEIACTABEHUST 3a O0OCHKIaHE
JUCEepPTallUOHEeH TPyJ Ha TeMa ,,bu3Hec ¢ HUHTENIEKTyaJiHa COOCTBEHOCT BBHB
dboTorpadckara UHAYCTpUS” € C JOCTATHhYHO YOEIUTEIIHU KauyecTBa, aBTOPCKU
MpuHOC, 00eM M HaydyHa CTOMHOCT, 3a Ja MMaM OCHOBaHHME Ja Mpeajioxka Ha
YJICHOBETE Ha yBaxkaeMOoTO HaydHo *Xypu da TJiacyBame IOJIOKHUTEJHO 32
npuchxaane Ha Jlwnua MwuTkoBa HMotoBa Ha oOpa3zoBaTeqHaTa U Hay4dHa
CTENEH “IIOKTOP” MO AOKTOpPCKa mporpama ,,Opranusanus U ynpaBJICHUE U3BbH
chepara Ha MaTepUaTHOTO MPOU3BOJACTBO (MHTEJIEKTyaJIHA COOCTBEHOCT B
TBOPYECKHUTE UHAYCTPUH) B ipopecnonanHo HanpasieHue 3.8. ,,IkoHomuka“.

26.12.2025 r. /ICodus IMoamuc: ......oeovvvennnnn.
[Ipod. nu Tans Tomoposa
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“Doctor” in a scientific specialty at the UNWE

Reason for submitting the review: participation in the scientific jury for the
defense of the dissertation according to Order No. 3519/29.10.2025 of the
Rector of the UNWE

Author of the dissertation: Liliya Mitkova Yotova
Topic of the dissertation: Intellectual Property Business in the Photography
Industry

1. Information about the dissertation candidate

Liliya Mitkova Yotova is a part-time doctoral student in the Department
of Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer at the Business Faculty of the
University of National and World Economy - Sofia. She is studying in the
professional field 3.8. “Economics”, PhD program “Organization and
Management outside the Sphere of Material Production” (Intellectual Property
in the Creative Industries) with the scientific supervisor Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Nikolay Krushkov. The doctoral student has fulfilled her individual study plan
and has submitted a dissertation and publications that exceed the minimum
national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of the LDASRB and the
Regulations for its application, and the Regulations of the UNWE for the
acquisition of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”, which is evident
from the attached reference.

Liliya Yotova graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Economics -
Business Administration with a professional qualification in Business
Management at the New Bulgarian University and a Master's degree in Print
Media at the Faculty of Journalism and Communication at Sofia University. By
Order 1044/12.04.2021 of the Rector of the UNWE, she was enrolled in



doctoral studies at the Department of Intellectual Property and Technology
Transfer.

In terms of professional realization, | will highlight her work as the
manager of Art Photo Label EOOD and her activities as the chairwoman of the
Association of Professional Photographers.

Liliya Yotova's educational and professional path logically determine her
interest in issues related to the intellectual property in the photography industry.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The discussed work “Intellectual Property Business in the Photography
Industry” is 280 pages long, of which 237 pages are the main text, consisting of
an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, a list of references, a list of
abbreviations and two appendices. It includes tables and figures, enriching the
informativeness, systematization and specificity of the presentation.

The structure of the dissertation meets the requirements for a
compositionally proportionate arrangement of the individual parts, their logical
connection and balance in the scientific study of the issue are ensured. The
specified volume is sufficient to convincingly present and systematize the
theoretical, methodological and applied issues of the conducted study. The
focus of L. Yotova's research interest is photography both as a creative process
and as a creative industry, analyzing it through the economic and legal
mechanisms for realizing income and protecting rights. The relevance of the
topic stems from the global spread of photography and digitalization. The
proposition is positioned that despite the mass use of photographic works, there
IS not enough clarity regarding intellectual property rights among both authors
and users.

| perceive the formulations of the object - the photographic industry as a
creative industry and photographic works as objects of intellectual property and
the subject of the study - intellectual property in the photographic industry,
considered as a system of legal protection and economic realization of
photographic works through the prism of legal, economic and management
theory and practice. The logically arising goal of the dissertation is to create and
systematize business models in the photographic industry that will open up new
opportunities for photographers through diversification of services in
accordance with market trends. It is achieved through the purposeful
implementation of six research tasks.

L. Yotova extensively clarifies the main thesis of the dissertation
research, which states that “photographic works as objects of copyright
protection are products of the photographic creative industry, representing an



economic good and having business potential when, in free market conditions,
they satisfy the needs of consumers”, accompanied by four sub-theses.

The literature used in the development of the dissertation includes a total
of 173 sources, including scientific literature in Bulgarian and English,
regulatory documents and electronic resources. The selection of the sources
used demonstrates the PhD student's good knowledge of the relevant literature
and scientific achievements on the research topic. The existing knowledge has
been critically considered and unexplored problems have been highlighted. In
this way, a reasoned summary of the novelty and dissertationability of the
formulated topic has been reached, examining what models are applicable in
Bulgarian conditions, and how more effective management of rights and
business processes in the photographic industry can be achieved. The research
methodology, the conceptual and terminological apparatus, as well as the
adopted limitations have been clarified.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The PhD Thesis is organized into three chapters, as follows: chapter one
“Photographic Industry and Photographic Works”, chapter two “Intellectual
Property in the Photography Industry. Problems and Challenges for
Participants” and chapter three “Business Models in the Photography Industry”.

Among the main achievements of the dissertation, the following can be
highlighted:

The first chapter achieves a systematization of theoretical and applied
issues regarding: the history, development, specificity, participants, users and
the place of the photographic industry in the system of creative industries; the
definition of the concepts - photographic work, photographer, photographic
genre and photographic industry and the classification of photographic genres
with proposed authorial settings; the profiling of photographers; the economic
characteristics of the photographic work, considered as a resource and as a final
product, together with issues of pricing photographic works.

The second chapter provides an in-depth study of the regulatory
framework in Bulgaria that affects the activities of the photographic industry, as
well as international treaties concerning intellectual property rights on
photographic works. The analysis has a problem-oriented approach and focuses
on the matter related to: authors and copyright holders, terms and methods for
their exercise, licensing and free use; the influence of technology and
equipment on intellectual property; the challenges of rapid technological
development and artificial intelligence.

In the third chapter, based on an overview of existing models for
economic realization, the L. Yotova offers new opportunities applicable in the



photography industry. An achievements are the two parallel survey studies
conducted — the first with a scope of 100 professional photographers in their
capacity as authors of photographic works and the second with a respondent
scope of 210 users of photographic works. A SWOT analysis of the
photography industry was also conducted. The results of the analyses allow her
to reveal the current state of the market and the relationships between its
participants. L. Yotova convincingly positions new business models that can be
successfully applied in photography practice. They are presented as models of
Interaction between authors, users, institutions and consumers — Photography to
Business (Ph2B), Photography to Customer (Ph2C), Photography to Auction
(Ph2A), Photography to Media (Ph2M), Photography to Al (Ph2Al), etc. Each
of them reflects the peculiarities of communication, the requirements for
contractual relations and the method of managing intellectual property rights.

In the dissertation, L. Yotova, with purposeful implementation of the set
research tasks through the application of relevant methodology, reaches: the
formulation of specific proposals for the development of business models in the
photographic industry; argues a proposal for the creation of an organization for
collective management of copyrights (OCMP) in the photographic industry;
proposes a system for listing the authors and right holders of photographic
works, along with the year and place of creation and recommends that
photographers begin to actively register their names as trademarks; focuses
attention on the need to increase the legal culture of participants and improve
the legislative framework.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

The presented scientific and applied scientific contributions are
consistent with the research carried out in the dissertation. The work achieves
new knowledge that complements and enriches contemporary theory and
practice regarding intellectual property issues in the photographic industry and
the application of business models in the photographic industry.

The author's thesis is proven.

5. Evaluation of publications on the dissertation

The approbation of the progress of research on the work through the
achieved publication output by Liliya Yotova exceeds the minimum
requirements of the LDASRB and the Regulations for its application, and the
Regulations for its application at the University of National and World
Economy. 6 publications are presented, one of which is referenced in the Web
of Science.



6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract meets the requirements for a synthesized reflection of the
content of the dissertation work and is formatted according to the requirements
of the the LDASRB and the Regulations for its application, and the Regulations
of the UNWE.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

| have no significant comments on the dissertation research.

| am convinced that this issue is of interest to a wide audience, which is
why | wish Lilia Yotova to continue her research on intellectual property issues
in photography and her activity in various forms of academic and scientific
communication and interactions with practitioners.

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, | express the opinion that the PhD Thesis on the topic
“Intellectual Property Business in the Photography Industry” possesses the
necessary scientific, methodological and applied merits and authorial
achievements, so that | have reason to propose to the members of the esteemed
Scientific Jury to vote positively for awarding Liliya Mitkova Yotova the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in the PhD program “Organization
and Management outside the Sphere of Material Production” (Intellectual
Property in the Creative Industries) in the professional field 3.8. "Economics".

26.12.2025 / Sofia Signature:
Prof. DSc Tania Todorova
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