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OtHocHO: JMCEePTALMOHEH TPy 3a NMPHUCHXKIaHE Ha OOpa3oBaTelHAa U Hay4yHA CTEIECH
,,JJOKTOp** 10 TIpodhecronanHo Hanpasienue 3.3 [loauTuyeckn HayKd, HaAy9HA CIIEUATHOCT

»MexayHaponnu otHomenus” B YHCC

OcHoBaHMe 3a TPEJCTaBSHE Ha PELEH3UATa: ydacThe B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO XKYpH IO
3amuTa Ha AUCEPTAIlMOHHUS TPy chriacHo 3amoBen Ne 3995/18.12.2025 r. Ha 3aM-pexTopa

no HUJI na YHCC.

ABTOp Ha aucepTanuonnus Tpya: Mopaan Pymenos CTonukos

Tema Ha AucepTanMOHHUS TPYA: ,JlaTHHCcka  AMepuka B cucreMara Ha
MEKAYHAPOAHUTE OTHOLIEHUS

Peyensuama e paspabomena ¢ cvomeemcmeue ¢ Ilpasunnuka 3a ycrosuama u peoa 3d
npudobusamne Ha HAY4HU cmenenu u saemare Ha axademuynu orvocHocmu 6 YHCC u cwve
cmanoapma 3a gopmama U CbObPHCAHUEMO HA peyeH3uume U CMmaHosuwama npu
npogedcoane Ha NYyOIUYHA 3auUma HA OUCEPMAYUOHHU mpyoose 3a Npuoodusame Ha

obpaszosamenna u Hayuna cmenen ookmop 6 YHCC .

1. Nndopmanus 3a 1ucepranra
Nopnan CrtonukoB € Maructbp no llomuTtonorus ¢ aumioma oT YHHBEpCHUTETa Ha
Bbyenoc Aiipec, PenyOnuka ApxkeHtuHa. [lumiomara My e npuszHata oT MUHHCTEPCTBOTO Ha

oOpa3oBaHHeTo U Haykata Ha PermyOnuka bwarapus. CpenHoro cu oOpa3oBaHME 3aBBPILBA



B 164 ['uMHa3usi ¢ MHTEH3UBHO MpPENoJaBaHe HAa MCHaHCKU e3uk ,,Muren ne CepBaHrtec”,
Codusa. Ot 2002 mo 2024 r. yyacTBa B peaulia crneruanu3alndd U GOpyMH, KaKTO U B
HAy4YHO-U3CJIE0BATEICKU MPOEKTH B 00JacTTa Ha MEXIYyHAapOJHUTE OTHOIIEHUs. Bnanee
MCIIAaHCKH ¥ aHrimiicky. Mopaan CTOMYKOB MMa 3HAUMTEIEH NPO(ECHOHANICH OMUT KAaKTO
KaTo ekcrepT B MUHHUCTEpCTBOTO HA BBHHIIHUTE paboTH M B JumioMaTH4ecKust HHCTUTYT,
Taka W KaTo JIeKTOp M XOHOPYBaH TMpernojaBareil M0 JIUCUUIUIMHHM, IOCBETEHHM Ha
JUIUIOMALUsTa.

ObOyuaBa ce 1O JOKTOpCKa TporpaMa KbM Kareapa ,,MeXIyHapoaHU
otHoweHus /pakynrer ,,MexayHaponHa ukoHomuka u nonutuka“ Ha YHCC mno Haydna
CHelHanHoCT ,,MexayHapoanu oTHouieHus” . O0y4eHHETO € OChIIEeCTBEHO BBHB dopMa Ha
CaMOCTOATENHA MOAroToBKa — Mopnan CTOMYKOB € 3aymMCiIeH KaTo JIOKTOPAHT Ha
caMOCTOATENIHa NOoAroToBKa chbe 3amoBea Ne3519 ot 2.12.2024r. na Pexropa ma YHCC.
Cnen oOcwmklIaHe HAa AMCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYI Ha 3aceJaHHe Ha KaTeapa ,,MexayHapoJHU
otHomenusa” npu YHCC (IIportoxom Ne 4 /28.11.2025 r.) u pemenne Ha DakynTeTHUs
cbBeT Ha (hakynreT ,,MexayHaponna ukoHomuka u nmomutuka® (Ilpotokom Ne 4/17.12.2025
r.) JIOKTOPAaHTBT € HAacouyeH KbM BBHILIHA 3allluTa U OTYMCIEH cbCc 3amoBen Ne3 or
6.1.2026r.5a Pextopa Ha YHCC. B ChOTBeTCTBME C IIpeICTaBEHAaTa cIpaBKa, Mopiaan
CTOMYKOB M3MBJIHABA  MHUHUMAJTHHUTE HAIMOHAIHM W3UCKBAaHMUS 3a MPUAOOMBAHE Ha

oOpa3oBareiiHa U Hay4Ha CTEIIEH ,,IOKTOP .

2.001ma xapaKTepUCTHKA HA NMPEACTABEHUS TUCEPTALIMOHEH TPy
e Ooem
JlucepranmonnuaT Tpyn Ha Mopman CTOMUKOB € B 001 06eM oT 268 CTpaHHIH, OT
KouTO 260 cTpaHUIM TEKCT U § cTpaHuly oubnuorpadus. M3non3zBanure nzroununu ca: 230
Ha YyXK]l €3UK — OCHOBHO Ha aHTJIMHCKH M UCTIAHCKH, 55 M3TOYHUKA- Ha OBJITapCKU €3uK, 22
oduIMaIHu JOKYMEHTa Ha MeXAyHapoaHu opranu3anuu u 40 MHTepHET CTpaHuIy.
e Crpykrypa
Hucepranusita € CTpyKTypupaHa B YyBOJ, ME€T TIJIaBU, W3BOJM U 3aKJIIOYEHHS.
CrpykTypara Ha Tpy/ia € JJOTHYECKHU MOCIIeI0BaTEIHa.
B yBona e aprymeHTHpaHa MOTHBAIMsITa Ha JOKTOpaHTa 3a M30opa Ha TemaTa Ha

aucepraguiaTa W HCETOBUA OBJITOCPOUYCH HHTEPEC KbM JlaTmHCKA AMepI/IKa U KBbM



MKOHOMHYECKAaTa JAUIUIOMALMs, KOETO HAII'bJIHO OTTOBAPS HAa HETOBUs MPO(ECHOHATIEH OMMUT.
IlocoueHa e akTyaldHOCTTa M BaXXHOCTTa Ha uH30paHaTa TeMa B CbBPEMEHHHTE
MEKAYHAPOAHU OTHOIIEeHHA. KaTo OCHOBEH apryMeHT 3a aKTyalHOCTTa Ha Impobiema e
CIIO)KHATa CHBPEMEHHA TeOIONUTHYECKa OOCTaHOBKa B cBera W (akra, uye JlatmHCcKa
AMepuKka e 10j1e Ha HUHTEH3UBHO I'€ONOJUTUYECKO ChlIepHUYeCTBO. DOpMyIupaHu ca 00eKT
U NpeiMeT Ha M3CIIEABAHETO, LIEH, 3a7aui, pabOTHU XUIOTE3U, OTPAHNYEHUS, [IOCOYEHA €
TEOPETUYHATa PAMKa U U3II0I3BaHaTa METOAOIOI .

IIspBa raaBa € c KpaTkoTo, HO SICHO 3arjiaBue ,, TeopernuyHa pamka“. Kakro e
BHUJIHO OT 3arjaBUETO, TS € MIOCBETEHA HAa TEOPUUTE, KOHLIEIILUUTE U METOJI0JIOTUATA, BEPXY
KOUTO CE€ OCHOBaBa M3cieABaHETO. M35CHEH € CUCTEMHHUAT MOAXOA M HETOBOTO IpHJIaraHe
KbM aHaju3a Ha MACTOTO Ha JlaTMHCKa AMepHKa B MEKIYHApPOJHUTE OTHOILIEHUS, BbBECHU
ca MOHSTHATA ,,[ICHTHP U Nepudepus’ 4pe3 TeopusaTa Ha KOMIUIEKCHATa 3aBUCUMOCT, KaKTO U
peaMua  JONBJIHUTEIHM KOHLENLMWH, CBBbP3aHM C HKOHOMMYECKaTa JUIUIOManus, ¢
nyOJIMYHaTa JTUIUIOMALUs M He Ha MOCJIEIHO MSICTO CbC CUTYpHOCTTa. TeopeTuuHaTa paMka
ocurypsBa CcTaOWJIHAa KOHIIENTyaJlHa OCHOBA 3a I[IOCIEABAIMS AaHAIM3 M IO3BOJABA
CUCTEMAaTUYHO THJIKYBAaHE HAa EMIIMPUYHUS MaTEpHa, KaTo MOJAIIOMAra I0cCiIeI0BaTeIHOTO
IIPOCJIEIABAHE HA OCHOBHUTE U3CJIE0OBATEICKHA XUIIOTE3H.

Bropara rnaBa ,[eomonuTHueckn KOHTEKCT™ € IIOCBETEHA HAa HCTOPUYECKOTO
pa3Butue Ha JlaTuHcka AMepuka U (GOpMUpPAHETO Ha HEilHaTa MO3ULMS B MEXIyHapoaHaTa
CHCTEMAa, C aKLIEHT BbPXY ABITOCPOUYHUTE CTPYKTYPHU (DAKTOPH M MOJENIN Ha 3aBHCHUMOCT.
IIpocienenn ca KIFOYOBHM €Talld, KOMTO IPENOIPENEIAT ChbBPEMEHHATa MKOHOMHYECKA U
MoJIUTUYECKa TUHAMUKA Ha pernoHa. [ maBara cb3/1aBa HEOOXOIMMUS KOHTEKCT 3a pa3dupaHe
Ha CBBPEMEHHHUTE T'€OMKOHOMMYECKHM M TEONOJIUTHUYECKH NPOLECH, aHAJIU3HPAaHU B
CJIEBAIINTE YACTH HA NUCEPTALUATA.

Tperara riasa ,,BbHIIHA NOTUTHKA HA TPAJAUIIMOHHUTE ITTO0AIHU UTPAYH
cupsamo JlatuHcka Amepuka® aHaNIM3Upa MEXAHU3MUTE Ha MOJUTUYECKO, MKOHOMUYECKO U
uHctutynuonanHo BnusHue Ha CAIl u EBpomelickusi cbio3 B JlaTuHcKka AMmepuka, KaTo
pasriexaa eBOJIIONMITAa HA TEXHUTE CTPATETUN U MHCTPYMEHTH Ha Bb3jaelcTBue. OTYETEHU

Cca KakKToO YCTOﬁQHBHTe MOJCIIN Ha B3aI/IMOIleI‘/’ICTBI/IC, TaKa U IMMPOSBUTC HA TpaHC(I)OpMaLII/IH.



JlocToliHCTBaTa Ha Ta3W IjlaBa Ca CBBbP3aHU C IPEJOCTABIHETO HA Ba)KHA CpPAaBHUTEIIHA
MEpCIeKTHBA U CIYXKU KaTo aHaJUTH4YHA 0a3za 3a OICHKAa Ha MPOMEHHTE, HACTBIIBAIIU C
HABJIM3aHETO HA HOBU INI00ATHHU aKTHOPH B PETHOHA.

B yerBbprara rnasa ,,CTpareruu BbB BBHIUHUTE NOJUTHKUM Ha Kutail u Pycus
cipsmo JlatuHcka AMepuka®™ € pasriielaHo 3aCUIEHOTO NpuchbcTBUE Ha Kutaih u Pycus B
JlatuHcka AmepuHKa, KaTo ca aHaJIM3UPAHU TEXHUTE CTPATErMUECKH LEIU, TEOMKOHOMHYECKU
UHCTPYMEHTHM W MOJIUTHYECKH moaxoau. Oco0eHo BHUMaHuUE € OTIEJIEHO Ha
MHBECTULIMOHHUTE, THPIOBCKUTE U €HEPIUIHU U3MEPEHNUs Ha TOBa NpuchcTBUE. ToBa € Haii-
CUJHAaTa Y HaW-OpUIMHAJHA YacT Ha JHUCEepTaluATa, B KOATO SICHO C€ MpOosBsIBa
caMoCTOsITeNTHATa aBTOPCKA TO3UIMS W YOCIUTENIHO Cc€ apryMeHTHUpa OCHOBHaTa
M3CIIe0BaTENICKa XUIIOTE3a OTHOCHO BB3IIPOU3BEKIAHETO HA 3aBUCUMOCTTA B HOBH (POPMHU.

B nerara rnasa ,,Perpecus B crparernueckoro npucbersue Ha CALLl u na EC B
JlatuHcka AMepuka®“ ca aHalIM3UpPAaHU HAW-HOBUTE MPEIU3BUKATEIICTBA B PErMOHA M
IIPOMEHUTE B CTPATETUYECKOTO MPUCHCTBHUE HA TpaaumonHute naptabopu EC u CALLL

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPy 3aBBPIIBA C 00001IABANI0 3aKJIIOYeHMe HA aHAIM3UTE U
IIOCTUTHATUTE pe3yaTaT. To J1aBa sicHa MpeAcTaBa KakBO € IIOCTUTHATO B U3CJIEIBAHETO.
OCHOBHUAT U3BOJI — Y€ MPOMEHUTE BbB BBHUIHOTO BJIMSHUE HE BOJAT aBTOMATUYHO M0
CTPYKTypHa €MaHIUIAaIMs, a MO-CKOPO 1O BB3IPOU3BEKIAHE HA 3aBUCHMOCTTa B HOBH

dhopmu — e sicHo hopMyITUpaH U JIOTUUECKH CJIe/[Ba OT aHAJIN3a.

BaxkHocT M aKTyaTHOCT Ha podaeMa

PbkoBozeH oT momuepraHus ce MHTEpec KbM JlaTmHCcka AMepuka, aBTOPHT Ha
JTUCEPTAallMOHHUS TPYA B HA4YaJOTO Ha HETOBOTO pa3paboTBaHE €/1Ba JU € Ipearoaran
KOJKO aKkTyalHa e ObJe Temara B TOAMHAaTa Ha 3aBbpliBaHeTo My. M3cieaBaHeTo Ha
MsctoTo Ha JlaTmHCka AMepuka B €OUH BCE MO-HEMPEABUANM M OpyTaleH CBAT U
CTPSICKAI[OTO TEMIIO Ha TIPOMEHUTE B CBETOBHHUS PElI, KOMTO BCE MO-4E€CTO € HaphyaH
,,CBETOBEH 0e3MOopsabK™ € ClIokHa 3a7ada. JlaTuHCKa AMepUKa € PEeTHoH, XapaKTepu3uparl
ce C pa3HOOOpa3HU MKOHOMUYECKH WM TMOJUTHYCCKU TEH3aXKH, JTUTICA HA €IUHCTBO B POJISITA
My Ha YYacTHHK B MEXIYHAapOJHUTE Ji€Jla, OpraHM3UpaHa MPECThIIHOCT, TOJIEMU
HEPAaBEHCTBA, HO W PETHOH C MPUPOIHH PECYpPCH, TeorpadCku MPEeAuMCTBA, KYITYpPHO

pazHooOpasue. I[lpen MHOro naTMHOAMEPUKAHCKM Abp)KaBH CTOM HEOOXOAMMOCTTa Jia



HampaBAT TPyIEeH u300p B T.Hap. ,,rpubrbiHa auHamuka“ — CAILl, Kwuraii, Pycus, Oux
nobasuia u EBpomneiickus cbio3. ToBa e MPOCTPaHCTBO, 3a€TO OT TOJISIMO pasHOOOpa3ue OT
YYaCTHHUIM, KOETO € UCTUHCKO IPEIU3BUKATENICTBO 3a u3cienoBarenure. Mucis, ye HAMa
HUKAKBO ChMHEHHE, Y€ JOKTOPAHTHT € M30paj elHa aKTyajaHa, BaXHa W €IHOBPEMECHHO C
TOBa TpyJOHa 3a u3cienBaHe Tema. M300pbT i moka3Ba HaydHa CMEJIOCT U IOAYEPTaH
MHTEpEeC KbM PEruoH C HapacTBalllo 3Ha4yeHHE 3a TiolaiHaTa MOJIMTUKA U HMKOHOMHMKA.
AKTyaJlHOCTTa Ha TeMara € 0e3CrnopHa M ce€ ONpefesiss OT HapacTBALlOTO 3HAUEHUE Ha

peruoHa KaTo ap€Ha Ha reonoJUTUICCKO U TCOMKOHOMHUYCCKO ChIICPHHUYCCTBO.

@opmyJinpaHe Ha HedTa, 3aJa4nTe, 00eKTa, MNpeAMeTa W OCHOBHATAa Te3a Ha
AUCEPTANMOHHUSA TPY/

B yBona ce chabpikar enemMeHTUTe, HeOOXOIUMU 3a U3SICHABAHE HA IIeJITa, 3aJa4YnTe,
o0ekTa, mpeAMeTa W OCHOBHATa Ilel Ha JUCEPTAMOHHUS TPYA, KaKTO U pabOTHUTE
xunoresu. Lenta Ha AucepTalMOHHUS TPYA € CHO (GOpMYIIMpaHa U € JOTHYeCKH 0OBbp3aHa
¢ mocraBeHuTe 3amaund. OCHOBHA IIeJI Ha JUCEpTalUsATa € Ja aHajau3upa QopMmure,
MEXaHU3MHUTE U MOCIEIUIIMTE OT UKOHOMUYECKOTO U IOJUTUUECKOTO BiausHue Ha Kutai u
Pycus B JlatuHcka AMepHKa U Jja TH TIOCTaBU B KOHTEKCTa Ha TTI00aTHOTO ChIIEPHUYECTBO C
»TpamuuroHHuTe maptHbopu — CAIIl m EC m HOBUTE TEHOEHUMH B MEXIyHapoJHara
CHUCTEMA Ha MEXIYHAPOJIHUTE OTHOIICHHS.

OOGeKThT W TPEAMETHT HA M3CIECABAHETO Ca KOPEKTHO JehUHUpAHU, a OCHOBHATA
T€3a, Y€ PErHoHBT BB3MPOM3BEXKAA 3aBUCHMOCTTa CH B HOBH CTPYKTYpHU (QOpMHU, €

IIOCICJOBATCIIHO 3allliTaBaHa B IIAJIOTO U3JIOKCHUC.

N3nos3BaHa Hay4YHa JUTepaTypa

JIOKTOpaHTBT JAEMOHCTpUpa MHOT0O J00pa OCBEJOMEHOCT II0 M3Cie/iBaHaTa
npobnemaruka. M3mon3BaHata yiuTepaTypa € Oorara, akTyalHa W OaJlaHCHPAaHO chueTaBa
KJITACHYECKH TEOPETUYHU TPYAOBE ChC CHbBPEMEHHU aHAIMTUYHU M3CJICIBAHUS U OQHIIMATHA
nokyMeHTH. [locoueHnTe N3TOYHUIIM MPEACTABIABAT €Ha U3uepraTesnHa oudnuorpadus mno
temara JlaTuHCcka AMepuka B MEXAYHapOJHUTE OTHOUICHUs. Ta3u u34yepnaTeaHa

6I/I6J'II/IOFpa(I)I/I$I MOXKE aa 6’5,[[6 OIIPEACIICHA KAaTO CaMOCTOATCIICH IPUHOC KbM TCMaATa.



OTIMYHOTO BJIaACCHEC HAa MCIIAHCKHK €3UK OT AOKTOpaHTa AOIIpHHACAd 3a 00raTcTBOTO
Ha HM3TOYHUIUTC MW 3a TAXHOTO AKTHBHO H3IIOJI3BAHC 3a OCBIICCTBABAHC HA aHalIM3a U 3a

AOKAa3BaHC Ha T€3aTa Ha AUCCPpTaludgTa.

3.0neHka Ha JUCEPTANUSATA U MOJYYeHUTE HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHU pe3yJITaTH

[IpencraBeHusAT 3a pelEH3UpaHEe TUCEPTALMOHEH TPYA OTroBaps Ha 3aKOHOBUTE
U3HUCKBAHUI — TOU € CBUIACTCIICTBO, Y€ aBTOPBHT IPHUTCI)KABA IIO3HAHUA II0 TEMATa Ha
JHcepTanusaTa, MO3HABA TEOPUATA U JMTEpaTypaTa B U3cielBaHaTa 00JIACT U JIEMOHCTpPUpPA
CIIOCOOHOCT 3a OCBHIIECTBSBAHE HA HAyYHU W MPWIOKHHU wuscienBanHus. Llupoxust
TeMaTU4YeH OO0XBaT Ha H3CIEABAHETO IOCTaBS BHCOKM M3MCKBAaHUS KbM AaHAJTUTHYHATA
nby00urHa. JIOKTOPAHTHT C€ € CIpaBWI YCIENIHO C T€3U M3UCKBAHUS M TUCEPTAIMOHHUSAT
My TPYJ IPEICTaBJsiBa CEPUO3HO U AMOMIMO3HO H3CjIeIBaHe, HACOUCHO KbM KOMILJIEKCEH
a”Haau3 Ha pojsaTta Ha JlatuHcka AMepuka B ChbBpeMEHHAaTa CHUCTEMa Ha MEXIYHApOJHHUTE
OTHOIIICHUS.

JlucepTalMOHHUAT TPY/ ChABPKA ICHO M3PA3eHH Pe3yJITATH, KOUTO JOIPUHACST 32
mo-100poTo pa3bupane Ha MACTOTO Ha JIaTHHCKAa AMepHKa B YCIOBHATA HA TpaHCHOpMHpAI
ce MexayHapojeH pea. [lomoxxkutenHo BreyaTaeHHE MPaBU CTPEMEXBT HA JOKTOpaHTa Aa
OOBBp)KE HMKOHOMHYECKHUTE, TMOJIUTUYECKUTE M TEOMOIUTHYECKHTEe W3MEpEeHUs Ha
U3CIeABAaHUTE MTPOLIECH.

W3non3BanaTa METOOJIOTHS € a/IeKBaTHA U A00pe ChboOpa3eHa ¢ MOCTAaBEHUTE LIEIH.
dopMmynupaHUTe 3aJaud ca W3MBIHEHH B 3HAYMTENTHA CTEMEH, a HalpaBeHUTE W3BOAM ca
JIOTUYECKH 0OOCHOBAHU U MOAKPETIEHHU C MOAXOASI EMIUPUYEH MaTepHall.

Haii-critHata 9acT Ha JHCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYJ € TJIaBara, IOCBETeHA Ha HABIIM3aHETO
Ha HOBUTE IIOOAIHU AKTbOPHU U T’COMKOHOMHWYCCKHUTC MHCTPYMCHTHU Ha BJIIMAHHC Ha Kuraii u
Pycus B Jlatuncka Amepuka. B Hes ce moctura Hail-1o0bp OanaHC MEXIy TEOpeTHYHA
pamKa, eMIIMpUYEeH MaTeprall U aBTOPCKA MHTEepIpeTanus. B Ta3u rmaBa TOKTOPaHTHT MPaBU
coOCTBeHM CcpaBHEHUS, (OpMynupa SCHH HWHTEPHpETalnd, UMa OOOCHOBaHA AaBTOPOBA
MO3UIINS, U3IIOJI3BaHA € TEOPETUYHATA PaMKa, 00OCHOBaHa B IIbpBa IJlaBa. BCHITHOCT B Ta3n
rlaBa Cce€ JIOKa3Ba OCHOBHATa XWIIOT€3a, Y€ HOBUTE BBHIIHU AaKThOPH BOIAT JO

BB3IPOU3BCIKIAAHC HAa 3aBUCUMOCTTA. Ta3u xumoresa € JokazaHa y6CI[I/ITeJ'IHO qpe3 aHaJIrM3a



Ha KUTallCKUT€ WHBECTULMOHHU MOJEIM M upe3 pyckara eHepruiiHa u myOJudHa
aumoManus. bux Hapekia Ta3u riaBa «rpbOHaKa Ha AUCEPTALUATAY.

Anamu3bT Ha kazycure MERCOSUR u BRICS, npuaaBa emnupuyHa MiIbTHOCT Ha
JMCEepPTallMOHHUS Tpy/d. Upe3 yaayHO moAOpaHMTE Ka3zyCcu aBTOPBHT YCIsIBA Ja WIFOCTPUpPA
IIPAKTUYECKUTE U3MEPEHUs Ha aHAJIM3UPAHUTE 3aBUCHUMOCTH W Ja HOJKPENU OCHOBHATA
u3cie10BaTeNIcKa Te3a.

Karo wsuto, nucepranusra IONpHUHACA 3HAYUTENHO 3a paslMpsBaHE Ha 3HAHUATA
OTHOCHO NpOo0OJIeMUTE, CBbpP3aHu ¢ JIaTnHCKa AMepHKa U HEHHOTO MSICTO B MEXKIYHAPOTHUTE
OTHOILCHMSL.

JlucepTalluOHHUAT TPyA IOKa3Ba HayyHa 3psUIOCT M YMEHHE 3a CaMOCTOSITEIHO
u3cleBaHe Ha CIIOKHM MEXIYHAPOJHU MOJIMTUYECKH U MKOHOMHYECKH mporecu. B Hero
YCHEIIHO CE€ ChYETaBAT TEOPETUYHHU MOIXO0/IU U EMIIMPUYEH aHaIU3. JJOKTOPaHTHT € OTIINYHO
OpPHEHTHUPAH B JUTEpaTypaTa 110 TemMara, paboTH YBEpEHO B YTBbpJCHATa TEOPETUUHA PaMKa,
[IPU aHAJIM3UTE U U3BOJUTE MPOSBSABA AKAJAEMUYEH PEATU3bM.

JlucepTaliluOHHUAT TPYJ € HalKMCaH Ha KOPEKTEH M SICEH aKaJeMHUYeH €3MK, KaTo Ha
MeCTa € BB3MOXKHO II0-HAaTaTBIIHO CHHTE3UPAaHE Ha M3JI0KEHUETO, 0e3 ToBa Ja 3acsra
HeroBara apryMeHTaTHUBHa CTOHHOCT. TepMHHONOrMYHMAT amapar € TO4YeH U
nocsenoBareieH. TepMUHUTE ce M3MOI3BaT MPaBUIIHO, KOETO MOKa3Ba J100para TeopeTHuHa
KyJITypa Ha JOKTOPAHTA.

[To-ronemusT ob6eM Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPyHd pasriexaaM KaTro pe3yaTaT oOT
CTpeMeXa KbM M34EpHaTeIHO IPOCIEISBAHE HA CIIOKHM HCTOPUYECKH M CTPYKTYpHU
3aBHCUMOCTH, MaKap 4e Ha OTJEIIHU MecTa OM MOIJIO Jla Ce MOCTUTHE MO-TOJIIMa CI'bCTEHOCT

Ha U3JI0KCHHUCTO.

4.0neHKa HAa HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH NPHHOCH

Ilocouenure ot AUCCPTAHTa IMPUHOCHU Ca KOPCKTHO (bopMyanaHH, OoTpa3sBaT
PCATHUTE PE3YJIITATH OT U3CJICABAHCTO W MOrar Ja 6’L,Z[aT OICHCHU ITOJIOKUTCIIHO. Te ca
ChCPCAOTOUYCHN OCHOBHO BBHPXY AHAIMUTHYHOTO OCMHCIAHE Ha CBBPEMCHHUTE IIPOLCCH B
Jlatunacka AMepI/IKa U TAXHOTO MACTO B CHCTEMAaTa Ha MCEKAYHAPOJHUTEC OTHOIICHHA.
I[I/IcepTaL[I/IOHHI/ISIT TPpyd MpEACTaBIABaA LIAJIOCTHO U 33,H’BH60‘ICHO MN3CJIICABAHC Ha JlaTuHCcKa

AMCpI/IKa B CBBPCMCHHHUTC MCKIAYHAPOAHU OTHOLICHUA. H3cnenpaneTo npeacTraBsiBa



IIPpUHOC KbM 6Lnrapc1<aTa aKaJlcMHU4Ha JIUTEpaTrypa IO MCEKAYHAPOAHHW OTHOIICHHA II0
OTHOIIICHME Ha aHaau3a Ha JlatmHcka AMepI/IKa B KOHTEKCTa Ha TIJI00aIHHUTE

TpaHchOpMaIHH.

Cpen OCHOBHUTE HAyYHU W HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHU MPUHOCHU ClieABa Aa ObJaT OTKPOCHHU:
3aIBI00YEH aHAIM3 Ha MICTOTO Ha JlaTmHCKa AMepuka B YCIOBHSTa Ha ChBPEMEHHUS
CJIO’KEH MEXIYHApOJIeH pell, apryMEHTUPAHO JOKAa3BaHE Ha Te3aTa 3a Bb3MPOM3BEKIAHE Ha
3aBUCMMOCTTa Ha PErHOHa B HOB HEOKOJOHHAICH (opMar, aHAIMTHYHO CBBP3BaHE Ha
F€OMKOHOMHYECKUTE WMHCTPYMEHTH C TEOINOJUTHYECKOTO BiMsHMEe Ha Kwurtaii u Pycus,
KpUTUYHA OIICHKA Ha possiTa u orpannueHuara Ha nosutukute Ha CAILl u EBponeiickus
Chl03 B PErMOHA, aApryMEHTUPAHO pa3rJiekJaHEe HAa HMKOHOMMYECKaTa AUIUIOMALMS U Ha
nyOauyHaTa TUIUIOMAIUsl KaTo WHCTPYMEHTH 3a MOJUTHYECKO BIMsSHHUE, (OpMylTUpaHe Ha
BB3MOXHH CIICHApUH 32 OBJCIIOTO Pa3BUTHE HA OTHONICHUATA Mex 1y JlaTuHCKa AMepuKa u

rI100aTHATE HUIrpadyv Ha CBETOBHATA CLCHA.

Cpen QopmynupaHuTe Hay4yHH TIPUHOCH CJIeBA Ja CE€ OTKPOM aHAIM3BT Ha
HaBJIM3aHETO HA HOBUTE II100amHu akThopu — Kurait u Pycust — B JlatnHCcka AMepuKka, KOWTO
HaATrpakJa CBUICCTBYBAIUTE MHTEPIpPETAlMM W Ipeylara CaMOCTOSTEIHA aBTOpPCKa

NEPCICKTUBA BbPXY MPOUCCUTC HAa 3aBUCUMOCT B CbBPCMCHHATA MCKAYHApPOJHA CUCTEMA

B cBodra 1wsnmocT aucepTanusATa  HAAXBBPIAS MHUHUMATHUTE W3WUCKBAHUS 3a
oOpa3oBareyHaTa U Hay4Ha CTEIEH ,,JOKTOP ™ U JEMOHCTPUpA MOTECHIMA 32 MO-HATATHITHO

Pa3sBUTHUEC B CAMOCTOATCIIHU HAYyYHU ny6m/11<au1/11/1.

5. Ouenka Ha Ny0JTUKAIMUTE MO JUCEPTANUATA

JIOKTOpaHTBT € mocoums B aBTopedepara 4eTUpH NMyONMKAIUMH, KOUTO ca MPSKO
CBBP3aHM C TeMara Ha aucepranusaTa. Ctatusara "Pa3BuThe Ha IBYCTpaHHHUTE OTHOILIEHUS
Mexny bwirapus m crpanute ot JlaTmHcka AMepuKa — XapaKTEpUCTHKU M NapaaurMu’ e
nyOJIMKyBaHa B CIHCaHHE ,,MeXIyHapoaAHU OTHOWEHHus , Opoit 2/2025. Tsa pasriaexnaa
JUHAMHKaTa ¥ KJIIOYOBMTE acCleKTH Ha  OTHOLIEHWSTa Mexay bbiarapus u
JTATUHOAMEPHUKAHCKUTE TbPKaBH.

Crarusra ,,OtHomenusTa mexxy CALLl n naTnHOaMepUKaHCKUTE Abp:KaBH Ipe3 XX

u Havasioto Ha XXI Bek* e myOnukyBaHa B criucanue ,,I'eononuruka®, 6p. 3/2025 u cbabpxa


https://www.google.com/search?q=%D0%9C%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%B4%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%9E%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F&rlz=1C1DIMC_enBG819BG819&oq=%D0%A0%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B4%D0%B2%D1%83%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F+%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%B4%D1%83+%D0%91%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F+%D0%B8+%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BE%D1%82+%D0%9B%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0+%D0%90%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B0+%E2%80%93+%D1%85%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B8+%D0%B8+%D0%BF%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%BC%D0%B8%E2%80%9C+%282025+%D0%B3.%29%2C+%D0%B2+%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5+%D0%9C%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%B4%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F%2C+%D0%B1%D1%80.+2%2F2025.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCTM2NjVqMGoxNagCCLACAfEF9PKs0Bwp_U0&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBYKJbKO6yv7WFVj49tRy7CG7ahSEdENqLvJoSNFVZu_CmcHU_gvJxb9RoZAodOqPn056-Kvwj4FjHIccOrVOp1ROU7xkEZ3jiIi2y9IFKx2wRUE3GFmux6OBwnhv1Fy53hzSVvFUkg-i3OsDltXLruckPz_O-KkRWZwkr5TluIk-M&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjf-92gkYSSAxWuQvEDHaFoDPUQgK4QegQIAhAB

aHaJIM3 Ha aMepHKaHCKaTa XEereMOHUss B pEruoHa KakKTO M Ha CbBPEMEHHUTE
MpeIM3BUKATENICTBA, IPe]l KOUTO € u3npaseHa Jlatuncka Amepuka.

Cratusra “The Role of Latin America in the European Energy Diversification — A
current analysis” (2025 r.), B cOopnuk ,,Energy and Climate Diplomacy*, ,,Foreign Affairs
Research Papers® Opoit 20 Ha [lumiomarudeckusi WHCTUTYT, MOJIYEpTaBa HApPacTBAIIOTO
3HaueHue Ha JlaTmHcka AMepuKka KaTo HapTHROp 3a EBpoma B ocurypsiBaHeTo Ha
pa3HooOpa3Hu eHePTrUitHH TIOCTaBKHU M HAa BaKHU CYpOBHMHU B mojkpena Ha nenute Ha EC 3a
HaMaJleHa 3aBUCUMOCT OT Pycusi.

YerBbprata nybOnukanus ,Jlatuacka Amepuka u bbirapus — eBomiouus Ha
MexayHapoauute oTHoumenus (2008 r.), B cOopHuk ,,Jlemoxpanusara npe3 XXI Bek: Ot
JO3yHI KBbM peBosronusa™ u3garesnctBo Ha HBY |, BbOpeku de € oT mo-crtap Hepuof
IIPE/ICTABNISABA JIOKA3ATENCTBO 33 JBITOTpAliHMS uHTepec Ha Mopman CTOMUYKOB KbM
TeMaTtukara 3a JlaTuHcka AMepuka.

OneHsiBaM MOJIOKUTETHO MyOIMKAMUTE, KOUTO JOKa3BaT HE CaMO HETOBUS CTPEMEK
Jla aHaJIM3Mpa pa3IMyHU aclekTH Ha Temara JlaTuHcka Amepurka, HO U 3aIrbjIBaT MPa3HOTUTE

10 Ta3u TeMa B ObJrapckara akajeMUyHa JUTeparypa.

6.0nenka Ha aBTOopedepara
ABTopedepaTbT OTpa3siBa KOPEKTHO CBhAbpPKAHMETO Ha JUcCepTalusATa M JaBa

npeacrana 3a JUCCPTAIMOHHUSA TPy, HETOBUTEC LCIIU, 3aJa4l U PE3YyJITaTU.

7.KpuTnunm 0ejiesKKH, NPEeNnOPbKHA H BHIIPOCH

KbeM Bcekn JUCEPTAOMOHCH TPyd € BB3MOXHO [Oa 6’I)I[aT OTIIPaBCHHU KPUTUYHU
Oenexxku. IlpenBapurtenHo mpaBs yroBopkara, 4e Te ca JOOpPOHAMEPEHM M LENAT Ja
IIPEeIN3BUKAT Pa3MHCHI 110 IOBAUTHATUTE BhIIpocu. [IpaBo Ha aBTOpa € 1a ru npueme Wiu aa
HE CE CBITIACH C THX.

B otnenHu yacTu U3n0KeHUeTo 61 MOTJo Aa ObJe TOMBIHUTEIHO CHHTE3UPAHO, TaKa
Y€ AaBTOPCKUTEC HHTEPIIPETAllMM Oda C€ OTKPOAT OIIC IO-ACHO CHIpAMO HIpEACTaBECHUSA
¢dakTonornueH marepuan. TeopeTHyHaTa riaBa € KOPEKTHA M aKaJeMUYHO M3IbpXKaHa, HO
Ou crneudenuia OT MO-KpaThK, Mo-(poKycHpaH BapHaHT. VICTOpMKO-KOHTEKCTyalHaTa dYacT

VM3MBJIHSABA OpHUEHTHpamia (QYHKIUS W Cb3JaBa HEOOXoauMmaTa pamMKa 3a IOCIIeIBaIlus



aHaJM3, Karo B ObjAelmu pa3paboTku Ou Morja na ObJe IOMBIHUTEIHO CHUHTE3UpaHa.
3aKII0YeHHUETO ChINO € A00pe Aa Obae ,,I0YUCTEHO OT TEKCTOBE, KOMTO I'0 Pa3BOJHSABAT —
Taka me OBJe NO-IeIEHACOYeHO MW OIIe MO-ACHO IIe ObJaT OTKPOCHH H3BOAUTE U
MPETOPBHKUTE HA aBTOPA.

bux npenopryana cbio U30srBaHeTo Ha OMKUCATETHH (Ppa3u 0cOOEHO 3a MPEACTOSIIH
CbOUTHS, KOUTO OPAJH €CTECTBOTO Ha IUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/l, BEUE PEAIHO Cca Ce CIIYUHIIU —
HarpuMmep, Ha 109-ta crpanuna uma uspeuenue ,llpencrosimiata cpema Ha Bbpxa EC—
CELAC, xosiTo 11e ce mpoBeze rpe3 HoemBpu 2025 r. B bprokcen..

Hsikou oT 3aKiiounTeNHUTE U3BOIU OMXa MOTIIHU Ja ObJaT AOMBJIHUTEIHO 0OBbpP3aHU
¢ opMmynupaHUTE B HAYAIOTO XWIIOTE3H, C LIEJ OIIE MO-5CHA JOTMYecKa 3aBbPIIEHOCT Ha
usciensaHero. Te (akThyeckw ca MOTBBPACHU upe3 aHalM3a, (OCHOBHATAa XMIIOTE3a 32
BB3IPOM3BEKIAHE HA 3aBUCHMOCTTAa € YOEAMTEIHO Jl0Ka3aHa), HO HE ca QopMaiaHO
MapKUpaHU Kato ,,lIOTBbp/IeHa / YACTHYHO MOTBBPJICHA / OTXBbpJIeHA™.

CunHo mpenopbuBaM IMyOJUMKYBAaHETO Ha HW3CIEABAHETO. 3a Ta3u Lel, obade, TO
TEKCTBT MOXKE Ja C€ CBhKpaTth 0Oe3 3aryba Ha CMHCHI, TOW IIE CTaHe MO-CHJIEH M TIO-
KOMIIaKTEH 3a Bh3npuemane. Mma peauma moBTOpeHUs, KOUTO CAMUAT aBTOp OTOENs3Ba C
,KakBO Bede Oelle MOCOYEHO, KaKTO Beue Oelie YTOYHEHO™, ,,KaKTO IMo-rope Oerie
MOCOYEHO*, ,Bede Oemie MOJYepTaHo HAKOJIKO WHTH, ,,KaKTO Oelie MoA4YepTaHO
HEKOJIKOKPATHO* © MHOTO JIECHO OM MOT'BJI Ia OTCTPaHU B €/1Ha Ob/ela MmyOauKaus.

C T1e3m Oenexkd M MPEenopbKM OWUX HCKaia Ja MOJANOMOTHA OBACIINTE HAyYHU

TBPCCHUA U IPAKTUYICCKH HAUMHAHUS HA JOKTOpAHTA.

Bsnpocu:

JIOKTOpaHTBT OW JM TPOMEHWJI HEI0 B JUCEPTAlMOHHUSA TPyA CJlel KaTo
nojanucanero Ha cnopazymennero EC -MERCOSUR crana ¢akr Ha 17 ssnyapu 2026r.?

Koii ot pa3rienannTe BBHIIHA aKThOPH 1€ OKa3Ba HAl-ABJITOCPOYHO BIUSHHUE BBPXY

pa3zButueTo Ha JlatuHcka Amepurka?
8.3akouenne

Karo ce B3emar OpeABUA HAYYHUTEC IPUHOCH, aHAJIUTHUYHATA ,[[’BJ'IGO‘{I/IHa 1 CTCIICHTA

Ha CaMOCTOATCIIHOCT, NPEACTABCHUAT ANUCCPTAIUOHEH TPYd MOXKE Ia 6”[)216 OIMPECACIICH KAaTo

10



U3CJIeIBAaHE C BHCOKA aKaJeMHYHA CTOMHOCT, HAIBJIHO OTIOBapsII0O HAa KPUTCPUHUTE 3a
IpHUCHKIAaHE Ha oOpa3oBaTejiHaTa M HaydHa CTereH ,,J0KTop“. JlMCepTalMOHHHAT TPY.
moka3Ba oOpa3oBareiiHaTa M Hay4YHaTa OCBEJOMEHOCT Ha JOKTOpaHTa B H3CjeIBaHATa
o0iact

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha IMOJIOKUTETHATA OLEHKA, [TOCOYEHUTE IOCTOMHCTBA U KOHKPETHHUTE
OPUHOCH Ha JUCEPTAllMOHHHSA Tpyx . JlaTHHCKa AMepuKa B cHcTeMaTa Ha
MEKIYHAPOJAHHUTE OTHONIEHUS® TOAKpPeNnsiM KaTeropu4yHo MNPHUCHKIAHETO Ha

00pa3oBaTe/IHA M HAYYHA CTelleH “10KkTop” Ha Mopaan Pymeno CTOMYKOB.
23 anyapu 2026r.

Codus

npod.NMurpua [lnkosa
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The review was developed in accordance with the Regulations on the conditions and procedure for
acquiring scientific degrees and occupying academic positions at the UNWE and with the standard
for the form and content of reviews and opinions when conducting a public defense of dissertations

for acquiring the educational and scientific degree of doctor at the UNWE.

1.Information about the PhD candidate

Yordan Stoichkov holds a Master's degree in Political Science from the University of Buenos
Aires, Republic of Argentina. His diploma is recognized by the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Bulgaria. He completed his secondary education at 164 High
School with Intensive Spanish Language Teaching "Miguel de Cervantes", Sofia. From 2002
to 2024, he participated in a number of specializations and forums, as well as in scientific
research projects in the field of international relations. He is fluent in Spanish and English.

Yordan Stoichkov has significant professional experience both as an expert in the Ministry of



Foreign Affairs and the Diplomatic Institute, as well as a lecturer and part-time lecturer in
disciplines dedicated to diplomacy.

He is enrolled in a doctoral program at the Department of International Relations/Faculty of
International Economics and Politics of the University of National and World Economy in
the scientific specialty "International Relations". The training was carried out in the form of
independent doctoral study - Yordan Stoichkov was enrolled as a doctoral student in
independent doctoral training by order No. 3519 of 2.12.2024 of the Rector of UNWE. After
discussing the dissertation at a meeting of the Department of "International Relations" at the
UNWE (Protocol No. 4 /28.11.2025) and a decision of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of
"International Economics and Politics" (Protocol No. 4/17.12.2025) the doctoral candidate
was directed to external defense and enrolled by order No. 3 of 6.1.2026 of the Rector of the
UNWE. In accordance with the submitted certificate, Yordan Stoichkov meets the minimum

national requirements for acquiring an educational and scientific degree "doctor".

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

* Volume
The dissertation work of Yordan Stoichkov has a total volume of 268 pages, of which 260
pages of text and 8 pages of bibliography. The sources used are: 230 in a foreign language -
mainly in English and Spanish, 55 sources - in Bulgarian, 22 official documents of
international organizations and 40 Internet pages.

* Structure
The dissertation is structured in an introduction, five chapters, conclusions and final remarks.
The structure is logical, coherent, and analytically consistent.
The introduction argues the motivation of the doctoral student for choosing the topic of the
dissertation and his long-term interest in Latin America and economic diplomacy, which
fully corresponds to his professional experience. The relevance and importance of the chosen
topic in contemporary international relations are indicated. The main argument for the
relevance of the problem is the complex contemporary geopolitical situation in the world and
the fact that Latin America is a field of intense geopolitical rivalry. The object and subject of
the study, goals, objectives, working hypotheses, limitations are formulated, the theoretical

framework and the methodology used are indicated.



The first chapter has the short but clear title “Theoretical Framework”. As is evident from
the title, it is dedicated to the theoretical approaches, concepts and methodology on which the
study is based. The systematic approach and its application to the analysis of the place of
Latin America in international relations are clarified, the concepts of “center and periphery”
are introduced through the theory of complex dependence, as well as a number of additional
concepts related to economic diplomacy, public diplomacy and, last but not least, security.
The theoretical framework provides a stable conceptual basis for the subsequent analysis and
allows for a systematic interpretation of the empirical material, supporting the consistent
tracking of the main research hypotheses.

The second chapter, “Geopolitical Context,” is devoted to the historical development of
Latin America and the formation of its position in the international system, with an emphasis
on long-term structural factors and patterns of dependence. Key stages that predetermine the
contemporary economic and political dynamics of the region are traced. The chapter creates
the necessary context for understanding contemporary geoeconomic and geopolitical
processes analyzed in the following parts of the dissertation.

The third chapter, “Foreign Policy of Traditional Global Players towards Latin
America,” analyzes the mechanisms of political, economic, and institutional influence of the
United States and the European Union in Latin America, examining the evolution of their
strategies and instruments of influence. Both enduring patterns of interaction and
manifestations of transformation are taken into account.

The merits of this chapter are related to providing an important comparative perspective and
serving as an analytical basis for assessing the changes occurring with the entry of new
global actors into the region.

The fourth chapter, “Strategies in the Foreign Policies of China and Russia towards
Latin America”, examines the increased presence of China and Russia in Latin America,
analyzing their strategic goals, geoeconomic instruments and political approaches. Particular
attention is paid to the investment, trade and energy dimensions of this presence. This is the
strongest and most original part of the dissertation, in which the author’s independent
position is clearly manifested and the main research hypothesis regarding the reproduction of

dependence in new forms is convincingly argued.



The fifth chapter, “Decline in the Strategic Presence of the USA and the EU in Latin
America”, analyzes the latest challenges in the region and the changes in the strategic
presence of the traditional partners, the EU and the USA.

The dissertation work ends with a summary conclusion of the analyses and the achieved
results. It provides a clear presentation of what has been achieved in the research.

The main conclusion — that changes in external influence do not automatically lead to
structural emancipation, but rather to the reproduction of dependence in new forms — is

clearly formulated and logically follows from the analysis.

Importance and relevance of the problem

Guided by the emphasized interest in Latin America, the author of the dissertation at the
beginning of its development could hardly have imagined how relevant the topic would be in
the year of its completion. The study of the place of Latin America in an increasingly
unpredictable and turbulent world and the startling pace of changes in the world order, which
is increasingly often called "world disorder", is a complex task. Latin America is a region
characterized by diverse economic and political landscapes, lack of unity in its role as a
participant in international affairs, organized crime, great inequalities, but also a region with
natural resources, geographical advantages, cultural diversity. Many Latin American
countries are faced with the need to make a difficult choice in the so-called "triangular
dynamics" - the USA, China, Russia, I would add the European Union. This is a space
occupied by a wide variety of participants, which is a real challenge for researchers. There is
no doubt that the doctoral candidate has selected a highly relevant, important, and
analytically demanding research topic. Its choice shows scientific courage and a pronounced
interest in a region of growing importance for global politics and economics. The relevance
of the topic is indisputable and is determined by the growing importance of the region as an

arena of geopolitical and geoeconomic rivalry.

Formulation of the goal, tasks, object, subject and main thesis of the dissertation work
The introduction contains the elements necessary to clarify the goal, tasks, object, subject and
main goal of the dissertation work, as well as the working hypotheses. The goal of the

dissertation work is clearly formulated and is logically linked to the tasks set. The main goal



of the dissertation is to analyze the forms, mechanisms and consequences of the economic
and political influence of China and Russia in Latin America and to place them in the context
of global rivalry with the “traditional partners” — the USA and the EU and new trends in the
international system of international relations.

The object and subject of the study are correctly defined, and the main thesis that the region
reproduces its dependence in new structural forms is consistently defended throughout the
presentation.

Literature Review

The doctoral candidate demonstrates very good awareness of the researched issues. The
literature used is rich, up-to-date and balanced, combining classical theoretical works with
contemporary analytical research and official documents. The cited references constitute a
comprehensive bibliography on the topic of Latin America in international relations. This
comprehensive bibliography can be defined as an independent contribution to the topic.

The doctoral candidate's excellent command of Spanish contributes to the wealth of sources

and their active use for carrying out the analysis and for proving the thesis of the dissertation.

3. Evaluation of the dissertation and the obtained scientific and applied research
results

The dissertation submitted for review meets the legal requirements - it is evidence that the
author has knowledge of the topic of the dissertation, knows the theory and literature in the
research area and demonstrates the ability to carry out scientific and applied research. The
wide thematic scope of the research places high demands on analytical depth. The doctoral
student has successfully coped with these requirements and his dissertation represents a
serious and ambitious study aimed at a complex analysis of the role of Latin America in the
modern system of international relations.

The dissertation contains clearly expressed results that contribute to a better understanding of
the place of Latin America in the conditions of a transforming international order. The
doctoral student's aspiration to link the economic, political and geopolitical dimensions of the

researched processes makes a positive impression.



The methodology used is adequate and well aligned with the set goals. The formulated tasks
have been fulfilled to a significant extent, and the conclusions drawn are logically justified
and supported by appropriate empirical material.

The strongest part of the dissertation is the chapter dedicated to the entry of new global actors
and the geoeconomic instruments of influence of China and Russia in Latin America. It
achieves the best balance between theoretical framework, empirical material and author's
own interpretation. In this chapter, the doctoral student makes his own comparisons,
formulates clear interpretations, has a substantiated author's position, and uses the theoretical
framework substantiated in the first chapter. In fact, this chapter proves the main hypothesis
that new external actors lead to the reproduction of dependence. This hypothesis is
convincingly proven through the analysis of Chinese investment models and through Russian
energy and public diplomacy. I would call this chapter "the backbone of the dissertation".
The analysis of the MERCOSUR and BRICS cases gives empirical density to the
dissertation. Through well-chosen case studies, the author manages to illustrate the practical
dimensions of the analyzed dependencies and support the main research thesis.

Overall, the dissertation contributes significantly to expanding knowledge about the
problems related to Latin America and its place in international relations.

The dissertation demonstrates scientific maturity and the ability to independently study
complex international political and economic processes. It successfully combines theoretical
approaches and empirical analysis. The doctoral student is excellently oriented in the
literature on the topic, works confidently within the established theoretical framework, and
demonstrates academic realism in the analyses and conclusions.

The dissertation is written in correct and clear academic language. However, it is possible to
further synthesize the presentation without affecting its argumentative value. The
terminological apparatus is accurate and consistent. The terms are used correctly, which
indicates the good theoretical culture of the doctoral student.

I consider the larger volume of the dissertation work as a result of the desire to
comprehensively trace complex historical and structural dependencies, although in some

places a greater density of the exposition could be achieved.

4. Evaluation of the scientific and scientific-applied contributions



The contributions indicated by the dissertation are correctly formulated, reflect the real
results of the research and can be evaluated positively. They are focused mainly on the
analytical understanding of contemporary processes in Latin America and their place in the
system of international relations. The dissertation work represents a comprehensive and in-
depth study of Latin America in contemporary international relations. The study represents a
contribution to the Bulgarian academic literature on international relations with regard to the
analysis of Latin America in the context of global transformations.

Among the main scientific and applied scientific contributions, the following should be
highlighted: an in-depth analysis of the place of Latin America in the conditions of the
modern complex international order, a reasoned proof of the thesis of the reproduction of the
region's dependence in a new neocolonial format, an analytical connection of geoeconomic
instruments with the geopolitical influence of China and Russia, a critical assessment of the
role and limitations of the policies of the United States and the European Union in the region,
a reasoned consideration of economic diplomacy and public diplomacy as instruments of
political influence, and the formulation of possible scenarios for the future development of
relations between Latin America and global players on the world stage.

Among the formulated scientific contributions, the analysis of the entry of new global actors
— China and Russia — into Latin America should be highlighted, which builds on existing
interpretations and offers an independent author's perspective on the processes of dependence
in the modern international system.

In its entirety, the dissertation exceeds the minimum requirements for the educational and
scientific degree "doctor" and demonstrates potential for further development in independent
scientific publications.

5. Evaluation of the publications on the dissertation topic

The doctoral candidate has indicated in the doctoral abstract four publications that are
directly related to the topic of the dissertation.

The article "Development of bilateral relations between Bulgaria and the countries of Latin
America - characteristics and paradigms" was published in the journal International
Relations, issue 2/2025. It examines the dynamics and key aspects of relations between

Bulgaria and Latin American countries.



The article “Relations between the United States and Latin American countries in the 20th
and early 21st centuries” was published in the journal “Geopolitics”, issue 3/2025 and
contains an analysis of American hegemony in the region as well as the contemporary
challenges facing Latin America.

The article “The Role of Latin America in the European Energy Diversification — A current
analysis” (2025), in the collection Energy and Climate Diplomacy, Foreign Affairs Research
Papers #20 of the Diplomatic Institute, emphasizes the growing importance of Latin America
as a partner for Europe in ensuring diverse energy supplies and important raw materials in
support of the EU’s goals of reduced dependence on Russia.

The fourth publication “Latin America and Bulgaria — Evolution of International Relations”
(2008), in the collection “Democracy in the 21st Century: From Slogan to Revolution”
published by the NBU, although it is from an older period, is evidence of Yordan
Stoichkov’s long-standing interest in the subject of Latin America.

I positively evaluate the publications, which prove not only his aspiration to analyze various
aspects of the topic of Latin America, but also fill the gaps on this topic in the Bulgarian

academic literature.

6. Evaluation of the doctoral abstract
The doctoral abstract accurately reflects the content of the dissertation and gives an idea of

the dissertation work, its goals, objectives and results.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions

Critical remarks may be made to any dissertation. I make the preliminary stipulation that they
are well-intentioned and aim to provoke reflection on the issues raised. It is the author's right
to accept them or not to agree with them.

In individual parts, the text could be further synthesized, so that the author's interpretations
stand out even more clearly in relation to the presented factual material. The theoretical
chapter is correct and academically sound, but would benefit from a shorter, more focused
version. The historical-contextual part performs an orientation function and creates the
necessary framework for the subsequent analysis, and in future developments it could be

further synthesized. The conclusion should also be "cleaned" of texts that dilute it - this way



it will be more targeted and the author's conclusions and recommendations will be even more
clearly highlighted.
I would also recommend avoiding descriptive phrases, especially about upcoming events,
which, due to the nature of the dissertation, have already actually happened — for example, on
page 109 there is a sentence “The upcoming EU-CELAC summit, which will be held in
November 2025 in Brussels..”
Some of the conclusions could be further tied to the hypotheses formulated at the beginning,
in order to make the study even clearer and more logically complete. They are actually
confirmed by the analysis (the main hypothesis of reproducing the dependence is
convincingly proven), but are not formally marked as “confirmed / partially confirmed /
rejected”.
I strongly recommend publishing the study. For this purpose, however, the text can be
shortened without losing meaning, it will become stronger and more compact for perception.
There are a number of repetitions that the author himself notes with "as it has already been
stated", as it has already been specified", "as it has been stated above", "it has already been
emphasized several times", and could very easily be removed in a future publication.
With these notes and recommendations, I would like to support the future scientific research
and practical endeavors of the doctoral student.

Questions:

Would the doctoral student change anything in the dissertation after the signing of the
EU-MERCOSUR agreement became a fact on January 17, 2026?

Which of the external actors considered will have the most long-term impact on the
development of Latin America?
8. Conclusion
Taking into account the scientific contributions, analytical depth and degree of independence,
the presented dissertation can be defined as a study of high academic value, fully meeting the
criteria for awarding the educational and scientific degree "doctor". The dissertation
demonstrates the educational and scientific awareness of the doctoral student in the
researched field
Based on the positive assessment, the indicated merits and the specific contributions of the

dissertation "Latin America in the System of International Relations" I fully support the



awarding of the educational and scientific degree "doctor" (doctoral degree PhD) to Yordan

Rumenov Stoichkov.
23" January 2026

Sofia
Prof. Ingrid Shikova

10



