CmaHoBuwe

3a gokmopckama gucepmauus Ha MlopgaH CmouukoB Ha mema ,AamuHcka AMepuka B
cucmeMama Ha MexkgyHapogHume omHoweHua“ 3a npucbkykgaHe Ha OHC ,,gokmop“ no
3.3. Moaumuuecku Hayku

Om npodecop AHmMoHuul TogopoB, g.H., HoB 6bA2apcku yHuBepcumem

NMpegcmaBeHa e 3a 3awiuma gucepmauus B pa3zmep Ha 268 cmpaHuuu, opzaHu3upaHa B
nem a2aaBu u cnucbk Ha u3znoa3BaHama Aumepamypa. PazpabomeHa e B pamkume Ha
gokmopckama npozpama Ha kamegpa ,,MexkgyHapogHu omHoweHua“ HaYHCCuec
HayueH koHcyaAmaHm gou,. g-p lNaameH PaaueB.

LLLe 3ano4yHa Manko HeobuyaliHo ga egHa cmaHoBuuwie, koemo e yacm om dopanuzupaHa
npouegypa. Om MHo20 BpeMe HacaM He cbM YyeA monkoBa gobpe nocmpoeHa u
npegcmaBeHa gucepmauus, uzpabomeHa BHUMameAHO U cbBecmHo, chazBawa u3uano
HopMume Ha akageMuyHume mekcmoBe u 3aegHO ¢ moBa uHmMepecHa u goHacauw,a HoBo
no3HaHue. HeobuyalHO € HaYaAOMO Ha egHO cMmaHoBuwe ga 3anoYHe NOYMU CbC
3akaloueHuemo, Ho 6ux uckan owe omHayano ga A ACHO, Ye npegcmaBeHuam mekecm
uMa MHO20 cepuo3HU nonokumeaHu kavyecmBa.

OcHoBHU nocmukeHus Ha gucepmauyuama

OcHoBHama me3a Ha gucepmauuama, koamo ekcnauyupa u ocHoBHUAM
u3zcaegoBamencku Bbnpoc, e dopMyAupaHa npocmpaHHO, HO MOoYHo: ,,B ycAnoBusama Ha
mpaHcdopmMauusa Ha MexkgyHapogHama cucmemMa kbM MHo2onoAloceH cBemoBeH peg,
ANamuHcka AMepuka npugobuBa HapacmBaw,o cmpameaudecko 3HaveHue, HO Bbnpeku
HaBAu3aHemo Ha HoBu eanobanHu akmbopu kamo Kumau u Pycus, peauoHbm He
npeogondaBa ucmopudecku ycmaHoBeHama koMmnaekcHa 3aBucuMocm ,,ueHMbp-
nepudepua“ a ce BkalouBa B HOBu ¢opMu Ha HeokoAoHUaAHa 06Bbp3aHOCM,
nognomazaHu om ukoHoMu4yeckama u nybaudHama gunAoMauusd u 3agbAboyeHu om
Auncama Ha pezuoHaAHa xoMo2eHHocm u omcaabBaHemo Ha cmpameauyveckomo
npucbkcmBue Ha mpaguuyuoHHUMe hapmHbopu — CALL u EBponelickua cvlo3.“ Bugumo
cmaBa Bbvnpoc 3a u3caegBaHe Ha oHe3u ocobeHocmu Ha eeonoAumudyeckama
xapakmepucmuka Ha AamuHcka AMepuka, koamo He U no3BoAaBa ga ce Bb3non3Ba om
MHozonoAlocHusa cBam, 3a ga ce omkbcHe om HacAegeHama 3aBucuMocm ,,ueHMmbp-
nepudepua’

B nozuvecka Bpb3ka c moBa e u 3aaBeHama ocHoBHa uen u3zcaegBaHemo: ,ga aHaAu3upa
dopMume, MexaHU3MuUMe U hocaeguyume om ukoHoMu4veckomo u noaAumuydeckomo



BausaHue Ha Kumau u Pycusa B AamuHcka AMepuka u ga 2u nocmaBu B koHmekcma Ha
2nobanHOMo cbnepHuYecmBo ¢ ,,mpaguyuoHHUMe napmHbopu“ — umMeHHo CALLLUEC u
HoBume meHgeHuuu B MexkgyHapogHama cucmema.” NpegBug Ha hocaegHUME
pa3Bumusa u onepauuama Ha CALL BB BeHeuyena, maka nocmaBeHama ueA HECbMHEHO
ce BnucBa u3uano B akmyanHocmma Ha hoanumukama, HO U Ha u3cAaegBaHuama gHec,
kamo yBeauuaBa 3Ha4umeAHo akmyaAHOCMMa Ha meMama Ha gucepmauuama.

Ao6po BneyamaeHue npaBam camoozpaHuyeHusma, koemo aBmopsm MopgaH
CmouukoB cu nocmaBsa kamo u3zcaegoBamea, 3aulomo HAMa u3caegBaHe, koemo ga e
Bb3MoxkHO 6e3 AcHU ovepmaHusa Ha uzcaegoBamenckusa o6ekm u ekcnauyupaHe Ha
npouzmuyaw,ume om moBa oezpaHuuveHus. NMNbvpBama ozpaHudeHue e BbB BpemeBus
nepuog - nocaegHume 30-40 eoguHu, nepuog Ha mpaHcdopMauua Ha MexXkgyHapogHama
cucmeMa cnaeg kpasa Ha CmygeHama BoulHa, HO u cAaeg BuguMomo U3AU3aHe Ha
aBaHcueHama Ha me>xkgyHapogHama noaumuka kamo cBemoBHu cuau Ha gomozalBa
pea2uoHaAHU CUAU.

MHoz0 gobpo BnewamaeHue npaBu u omAu4HOMO no3HaBaHe u u3znon3BaHe Ha
pa3zpabomeHume meopemuyHuU nogxogu B u3zcaegBaHemo Ha MexkgyHapogHUMe
omHoweHusA u MexkgyHapogHama noaumuka. Mlopgan CmouukoB He caMo geMoHcmpupa
omau4Ha ocBegomeHocm Bbpxy HaAudHama Aumepamypa (Ha 6bazapcku, aHaaulicku u
uchaHcku e3uyu), Ho uzkalouumenHo gobpocbBecmHo npegcmaBsa aBmopume u
mexHume meopuu. BaxkHomo e, 4ye aBmopbm AcHO u kamezopu4Ho u3zbupa cBoama
meopemuyHa nepcnekmuBa — cmpykmypHus peaau3bm Ha KeHem Yoau, HO
cbweBpemeHHo noka3Ba Bb3MokHUME Hacoku Ha aHaAu3 om aaegHa modka u Ha
gpyaume meopemu4Hu nepcnekmufBu.

Makap u MHo20 pagko uznoa3zBaHo kamo Memog, gobpo BneyamaeHue ocmafBs cbwo
maka o606w,eHuemo Ha ocHoBHuUMe u3zBogu u 3akaloveHua B omgeAHUMe pa3geAnu Ha
u3nokeHuemo. HecbMHeHO moBa noMaza Ha Yumamens ga 3amBbpgu BneyamaeHUeMo
om yemeHemo u ga 3amBbpgu pazbupaHemo Ha aBmopoBama no3uyus.

Hal-yguBumeAHomo u noAe3Ho, obadve, e 0606weHuemo Hakpas Ha u3anoXkeHUEMO Ha
ocHoBHume u3Bogu u nepcnekmuBu Ha u3zcaegBaHemo. ToBa o606weHue B
3akaloueHuemo 3amBbprkgaBa pazbupaHemo Ha YuMmameas, Ye OCHOBHuUAM
uzcnegoBamencku Bbrnpoc e HaMepuAa cBosa omeoBop, Ye popMyAupaHUMe xunome3u 3a
gokazaHu. Y6egumeAHo e mBbpgeHuemo, ye uznoA3BaHuam ,uHmezpamulBeH MogeA 3a
aHaAu3“, kolimo cBbp3Ba enobanHOMO, peauoHaAHOMO U gbprkaBHO-HaUUOHAAHOMO
paBHuwa, ho3BoAdaBa egHO NBAHOUEHHO U cucmeMHo goka3BaHe Ha mpume oCHOBHU
Xxunome3u Ha pabomama. Taka “HaBauzaHemo Ha Kumau u Pycua B8 AamuHcka AMepuka
He Bogu go cmpamezaudecka aBmoHOMHOCM Ha pe2uoHa“; oepaHudaBaHemo Ha



cmpameaudeckomo npucbcmBue Ha CALL u EC B AamuHcka AMepuka e pezyamam u om
ozpaHuyeHama epekmuBHoCcm Ha UEHHOCMHO OpueHMuUpaHume uMm noaumuku B
ycnoBusma Ha HapacmBauw, zeoukoHoMu4ecku npazMamu3bM®; a ,Auncama Ha
pezuoHaAHa XxoMoz2eHHoCcm U BbmpewHama ¢paaMeHmauua Ha AamuHcka AMepuka
Bb3npenamcmBam ¢popMupaHemo Ha aBmoHOMHa, obw,a, pe2cuoHaAHa cmpameaus“.

Bbnpeku moBa, o6aye, cnopeg u3zcaegBaHemo AamuHcka AMepuka uMa nomeHuyuaa ga
3acuAu caMmocmosamenHama cu poAd B mexkgyHapogHama cucmeMa, camo ako ce
opueHmupa kbM cueHapul Ha pe2auoHaAHa UHMezpauua, ukoHoMuuyecka
guBepcudukauua u cmpamezudecko 6anaHcupaHe mexkgy CALL, Kumau u EBpona.

Kamo yano cbM cbeaaceH, Ye uznoa3zBaHama MemogoAoz2us e no3BoAuAa hocmuzaHemo
Ha ouakBaHume om u3caegBaHemo pe3yamamu:

1. EmMnupuyHa Bepudukauua Ha Mogena 3a mpume paBHuuia — 2nobanHo,
peauoHaAHo, gbp>kaBHo;

2. N3eparkgaHe Ha 6a3a gaHHU OMHOCHO pe2uoHaAHa aBMmoOHOMUSA — NPUHOC kbM
MemogoAoz2uama Ha MexkgyHapogHUmMe OmHOWEHUS;

3. CpaBHumenAeH aHaAu3 Ha pa3AudHUMe popMu 3a cucmeMHo cmpamezaudecko
no3uyuoHupaHe u npomuBoBec Ha ano6anHUME cuAu B KOHKkpemHuA pe2uoH;

4, QopMupaHe Ha cueHapuu 3a 6bgew,u mpaekmopuu Ha AamuHcka AMepuka B
cucmeMama Ha MexkgyHapogHUMe OmHOoWeHuUs.

MpaBu gobpo BneyamaeHue u GopMyAUpaHEMO Ha OpUu2uHaAHUMeE Hay4YyHU NPUHOCU Ha
u3caegBaHemo, Hew,0, koemo MHO20 Yecmo 3ampygHABa gokmopaHnmume. Camama
ynompeba Ha noHasmus kamo anpobupaHe, goka3BaHe, ugeHmuduuupaHe, pazkpuBaHe
2oBopu 3a pa3zbupaHe Ha moBa, kakBo e ,,HayueH npuHoc“, 3awW,omo ce HagxBbpAas
obuualiHomo ,,onucaHue”, ,cucmemMamu3upaHe” uau ,,0606weHue”. lNpuemamM, ye uma
»UAAOCMHO, cucmeMamu3upaHo u akmyanaHo u3caegBaHe Ha AamuHcka AMepuka“ B
6bazapckama noanumonozusa. Cbuw,0o maka u anpobupaHa meopusama Ha 3aBucumMocmma
(ueHmbp-nepudepus) u meopuama 3a cBemoBHama cucmema. B cpaBHumMeAeH naaH ca
ugeHmMuduuyupaHu pazauduama B mexkgy-ueHHOCmMHO opueHmupaHume nogxogu Ha EC u
CALL u npagmamuuyHo-peanucmu4yHumMe Mogeau Ha Kumad u Pycua. Aoka3zaHa e
kalouoBama poaa Ha ukoHoMuuyeckama u ny6audHama gunaoMauua kamo uHcmpyMeHmu
3a cmpamezaudecko BausHue B pezuoHa. QopMyAaupaHu ca Bb3MOXKHU cueHapuu 3a
6bgew,omo pazBumue Ha omHoweHuama Mmexkgy AamuHcka AMepuka u ocHoBHume
anobanHu akmbopu.



KpumuuHu 6enekku u Bbnpocu

Hama u3cnegBaHe, koemo ga He Modke ga 6bge kpumukyBaHo, uHave we 6bgem B
cdepama Ha cBeweHume mekcmoBe. Makap ga cMamam, ye npegcmaBeHama
gucepmauus uMa MHo20 cbuwecmBeHu nonockumenHu kavyecmBa, we omnpaBa u HAakou
kpumuuHu 6enexkku.

MbpBama mu 6enekka e cBbp3aHa c o6aBeHama HaydyHa MemogoAo2aus, gepuHupaHa
kamo uHmepgucuunauHapeH nogxog, koimo BkalouBa ucmopudecku, noaumuyecku u
ukoHoMuuyecku aHaAu3, cpaBHumeaeH Memog u BmopudeH cmamucmuyecku aHanu3s.
ToBa e onucaHue Ha munu4yHusa 2zeonoAumuyecku aHaau3, koimo no gepuHuyuA
cbyemaBa eeozpaduda, nonumuka, ucmopuda u ukoHoMuka. BeposmHO we e ho-ACHO 3a
yumamens, ako ocHoBHuam u3zcaegoBamencku nogxog 6ewe onucaH kamo
»2eononumuyecku aHaauz“ kamo Hal-o6wa memogonozuyecka pamka, nogcuneHa om
no-4yacmHume nogxogu Ha ,cmpykmypHua peaAau3bM“ u ,MexkgyHapogHama cucmemMHa
meopusa®“.

Bmopama Mu 6enexkka e no-ckopo popmManHa — Ha Mecma mekcmbm e mBbpge
o6cmosamencmBeH u 6u cneueAun MHO20, ako npu eBeHmyanHa nybaukauus 6bge
CUHMe3upaH Ha MHO20 Mecma.

Hau-cemHe uma u eguH koHkpemeH Bbnpoc, cBbp3aH ¢ Bmopama xunome3sa 3a
»peepecuama Ha CALL“ kamo cmpamezauuecko BauaHue B AamuHcka AMepuka. Mmame Au
ocHoBaHue ga cMamame, 4e noaAumukama Ha npe3ugeHma TpbMN N0 OMHOWEHUEe
HanpuMep Ha BeHeuyeAa, e Ha NbmM ga npoMeHU gbA20CpOoYHO moBa?

3akaloueHue

Kamo umaMm npegBug kauecmBomo Ha npegnao>keHUs mekcm, pe3gyamam om
cucmeMamuuHo U cha3Baw,o HayyHUMe cmaHgapmu u3caegBaHe, kakmo u
HecbMHeHama My noA3a 3a u3zcaegoBamenume u npakmuuume Ha MeXkgyHapogHume
OMHOWeHUs, cMAmMam, Ye gucepmauuama Ha Mopgan CmouyukoB npumeskaBa Bcuuku
HeobxoguMu kauvecmBa Ha HayyeH mpyd 3a hpucbXkgaHe Ha o6pa3zoBameAHama U Hay4Ha
cmeneH ,,gokmop“ no 3.3. NoAaumudyecku Hayku.

Mognuc: 4 /e

(npod. AHmoHul TogopoB;9.H.)




English translation

Opinion

On the doctoral thesis of Yordan Stoichkov on the topic “Latin America in the system of
international relations” for awarding the title of “doctor” (PhD) in 3.3. Political Science

By professor Antony Todorov, Dr. Hab., New Bulgarian University

A dissertation of 268 pages, organized into five chapters and a list of used literature, has
been submitted for defense. It was developed within the framework of the doctoral
program of the Department of “International Relations” of the UNWE and has a scientific
advisor Assoc. Prof. Dr. Plamen Ralchev.

| will start a little unusually with an opinion, which is part of a formalized procedure. For a
long time, | have not read such a well-constructed and presented dissertation, carefully
and conscientiously prepared, fully respecting the norms of academic texts and at the
same time interesting and bringing new knowledge. It is unusual for the beginning of an
opinion to start almost with the conclusion, but | would like to make it clear from the outset
that the presented text has very serious positive qualities.

Main achievements of the dissertation

The main thesis of the dissertation, which also explicates the main research question, is
formulated broadly but precisely: “In the context of the transformation of the international
system towards a multipolar world order, Latin America is gaining increasing strategic
importance, but despite the entry of new global actors such as China and Russia, the
region does not overcome the historically established “center-periphery” complex
dependence, butis involved in new forms of neocolonial engagement, supported by
economic and public diplomacy and deepened by the lack of regional homogeneity and the
weakening of the strategic presence of traditional partners — the United States of America
and the European Union.” Itis clearly a question of studying those features of the
geopolitical characteristics of Latin America that do not allow it to take advantage of the
multipolar world in order to break away from the inherited “center-periphery” dependence.

Logically related to this is the stated main goal of the study: “to analyze the forms,
mechanisms and consequences of the economic and political influence of China and
Russia in Latin America and to place them in the context of global rivalry with the
‘traditional partners’— namely the USA and the EU and the new trends in the international



system.” Given the recent developments and the USA operation in Venezuela, the goal set
in this way undoubtedly fits fully into the relevance of politics, but also of research today,
significantly increasing the relevance of the topic of the dissertation.

The self-limitations that the author Yordan Stoichkov sets for himself as a researcher make
a good impression, because no study is possible without clear outlines of the research
object and explication of the resulting limitations. The first limitation is in the time period -
the last 30-40 years, a period of transformation of the international system after the end of
the Cold War, but also after the visible emergence of previously regional powers as world
powers on the forefront of international politics.

The excellent knowledge and use of the existing theoretical approaches in the study of
international relations and international politics also makes a very good impression.
Yordan Stoichkov not only demonstrates excellent awareness of the available literature (in
Bulgarian, English and Spanish), but also presents the authors and their theories with
exceptional carefulness. The important thing is that the author clearly and categorically
chooses his theoretical perspective —the structural realism of Kenneth Waltz, but at the
same time shows the possible directions of analysis from the point of view of other
theoretical perspectives.

Although very rarely used as a method, the summary of the main conclusions and
deductions in the different sections of the presentation also leaves a good impression.
Undoubtedly, this helps the reader to consolidate the impression of the reading and to
consolidate the understanding of the author's position.

The most amazing and useful, however, is the summary at the end of the presentation of
the main conclusions and perspectives of the study. This summary in the conclusion
reinforces the reader's understanding that the main research question has found its
answer, that the formulated hypotheses have been proven. It is convincing to state that the
used “integrative model of analysis”, which connects the global, regional and state-
national levels, allows for a full and systematic proof of the three main hypotheses of the
work. Thus, “the entry of China and Russia into Latin America does not lead to the strategic
autonomy of the region”; the limitation of the strategic presence of the US and the EU in
Latin Americais also a result of the limited effectiveness of their value-oriented policies in
the conditions of growing geo-economic pragmatism”; and “the lack of regional
homogeneity and the internal fragmentation of Latin America hinder the formation of an
autonomous, common, regional strategy”.

However, according to the study, Latin America has the potential to strengthen its
independent role in the international system only if it orients itself towards a scenario of



regional integration, economic diversification and strategic balancing between the USA,
China and Europe.

In general, | agree that the methodology used has allowed the achievement of the results
expected from the study:

1. Empirical verification of the model for the three levels - global, regional, nation-
state;

2. Building a database on regional autonomy — a contribution to the methodology of
international relations;

3. Comparative analysis of the different forms of systematic strategic positioning and
counterbalance of global powers in the specific region;

4. Construction of scenarios for future trajectories of Latin America in the system of
international relations.

The formulation of the original scientific contributions of the study also makes a good
impression, something that very often makes difficulties for doctoral students. The very use
of concepts such as approbation, proof, identification, disclosure speaks of an
understanding of what a “scientific contribution” is, because it goes beyond the usual
“description”, “systematization” or “summary”. | accept that there is a “comprehensive,
systematized and up-to-date study of Latin America” in Bulgarian political science. The
theory of dependence (center-periphery) and the theory of the world system are also
approbated. In a comparative plan, the differences in the inter-value-oriented approaches
of the EU and the USA and the pragmatic-realistic models of China and Russia are
identified. The key role of economic and public diplomacy as instruments for strategic
influence in the region is proven. Possible scenarios for the future development of relations

between Latin America and the main global actors are formulated.
Critical notes and questions

There is no research that cannot be criticized, otherwise we would be in the realm of
sacred texts. Although | believe that the presented dissertation has many significant
positive qualities, | will also make some critical notes.

My first note is related to the declared scientific methodology, defined as an
interdisciplinary approach that includes historical, political and economic analysis, a
comparative method and secondary statistical analysis. This is a description of the typical
geopolitical analysis, which by definition combines geography, politics, history and
economics. It would probably be clearer for the reader if the main research approach was
described as “geopolitical analysis” as the most general methodological framework,



reinforced by the more specific approaches of “structural realism” and “international
systems theory”.

My second note is rather formal - in places the text is too effusive and would benefit greatly
if, in the event of a possible publication, it was synthesized in many places.

Finally, there is a specific question related to the second hypothesis of “US regression” as a
strategic influence in Latin America. Do we have reason to believe that President Trump’s
policy towards, for example, Venezuela, is about to change this in the long term?

Conclusion

Considering the quality of the proposed text, the result of a systematic and scientific
research, as well as its undoubted benefit for researchers and practitioners of international
relations, | believe that Yordan Stoichkov's dissertation possesses all the necessary
qualities of a scientific work for the award of the educational and scientific degree “doctor”
(PhD) in 3.3. Political Science.

Signature: %{ /.
(Prof. Antony Todorov, Dr. Ha




