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IIpoghecuonanno nanpasnenue 3.2. Quiocogus

OTHOCHO:  JUCEPTALMOHEH TPy 3a MPUCHKIaHE HAa 00pa30BaTEHA U HAy4YHA
CTEIEH ,,A0KTOP* 1o Hayuna cneyuannocm B Y HCC.

ABTOp Ha TUCEPTALUOHHHUS TPYI: Hopoan Pymenos Cmouukos
Tema Ha qucepTauMOHHUSA TPYA: Jlamuncka Amepuka 6 cucmemama Ha
MeNHCOYHAPOOHUME OMHOUEHUS

OcHosanue 3a INpCACTAaBAHC Ha CTAHOBUIICTO: YHAaCTHUC B CbCTaBa HA HAYUYHOTO

KYpH TIO 3allUTa Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHMS TpyA cbriaacHo 3amoen Ne 3995 or
18.12.2025 r. na Pextopa na YHCC.

1. NUndopmanus 3a q1ucepTanTa

JlucepTaHThT ce € o0ydaBas Mo JTOKTOPCKa Mmporpama ,,MexIyHapoIH!
OTHOULIEHUS“ KBM Kameopa , Medxcoynapoonu ommuowenus”, Daxyrimem
,» Meoicoynapoona uxonomuxa u noaumuxka‘“ Ha YHCC mo npogecuonanro
Hanpaenenue 3.3. Ilonumuyecku Hayku cbriacHo 3amoBen Ha 3aM.-peKkTopa Mo
HUJA ma YHCC Ne 3519/02.12.2024 r. OOy4eHHETO C€ OCBIIECTBSIBA B
c60b00na (popma mpe3 mepumoma 26.11.2024 r. — 26.11.2029 r.; HaydeH
ppKOBOAMTEN noU. A-p I1namen Pamues.

2. O0ma xapaKkTepucTHKA HA MPeJICTABEHNs TMCEPTALMOHEH TPY/

TemaTa ce OTKpOsiBa C aKTyaJHOCT, UMAallKu MPEIBUJl MEKIyHapoaHaTa
oOcTaHOBKa M ChOUTHATA B AbpKaBM He camo B JlaTmHcka AMepuka mpe3
NOCJIEAHUTE TOJAWHHU. 3HAYMMOCTTA OT HAy4yHa TJieJHA TOYKA C€ MpOsBSIBA B
YMEHHUETO J1a C€ pealu3upa CUCTEMATU3UPAHO MPOYYBAHE MPHU U3MOJI3BaHE Ha
MHOTO()AKTOPEH aHAJIM3 U PEJIEBAHTHU METOJIM OTHOCHO TpaHC(HOpPMALMHUTE U
nosiBaTa/yCTaHOBSIBAHETO Ha MHOTOIOJIOCEH CBETOBEH peld. TekcTbT Ha
nucepranusTa € ¢ ooeM 268 crpanunu. [lonoxuTenna ctpana B qucepTarusiTa



€ YMEHHUETO Ha JOKTopaHTa jaa (opmyiupa MpaBUIHO Te3a, Ja 00OCHOBaBa
n30opa Ha o00eKkTa M HEOOXOJUMHUTE OrpPaHUYCHHUs, HUMAWKU MpeaABUJ
dbopmynupoBKaTa Ha 3arjiaBueTo. Jpyr miroc B AMCEpTalUATa € U3BEKIAHETO
Ha MHTErPATUBEH MOJIEN 3a aHAINU3, BKIIOYBAII] TPU B3aUMOCBbP3aHU PABHUIIA:
IJ1I00aJIHO, PETUOHAIIHO, IBPKABHO.

CrpykTypaTa Ha TEKCTa € JIOTU4Ha, OCHOBHATa 4acT € pa3JieJicHa Ha IeT
TJIaBH, UMa yBOJ U ocoOeHa JacT (c. 241-259), xosTo € mocBeTeHa Ha H3BOJIH U
3akmoueHusi. Camara TS € pas/ielieHa Ha JIECEeT YacTH, KaTo BbB BCSIKa €1HA OT
TSX JCTAIHO B JIOTMYHA MOCJEJOBATETHOCT € MPEACTAaBEHO MOCTUTHATOTO
CIPSIMO 1IENITa, 33/Ia4UTe, TPUTE XUMOTE3U, PEATU3UPAHOTO IPOYUBAHE.

OueHsiBaM TMOJIOXKUTETHO Oubiuorpadusra HE camMo KaTto Opou
U3TOYHMIIM: Ha UyXJ e3uK — 230, Ha OBJITapcKu €3uK — 55, HO U YMEHHETO Ja
ce CeJIeKTUpaT OPUIIMAIHA TOKYMEHTH OT MEXIYHAPOJHU OpraHu3aiuu — 22,
KaKTO U MPEIU3HOCTTa Mpu pedepupane KbM U3TOUHHUIIU, JOCTHIIHUA OHJIAH B
paznuyHu pecypcu oT uHTepHeT — 40. Hayunara nuteparypa, KakTto u
IPaBHUTE/IOPUIUIECKUTE, JTUIIIIOMaTUYECKUTE, HOPMAaTHUBHUTE u
aIMUHHUCTPATUBHUTE JIOKYMEHTH Ca OIMCAaHU KOPEKTHO, KOETO IMOKa3Ba, OT
€Ha CTpaHa, MPEIM3HOCT, HEOOXOIUMa 3a HAyYHHUTE MPOY4YBAHUS, OT JApyTa
CTpaHa, YMEHHUS 3a OpraHU3WpaHe Ha H3CJEABAHE C PEJIECBAHTHU METOAM, a
MMEHHO HCTOPUYECKH, TMOJUTUYECKM M HWKOHOMHYECKH aHalii3, KakKTo u
CPaBHUTEJICH METOJI W BTOPUYEH aHaIW3 Ha JaHHU, B TOBa YHCIO
CTaTUCTUYECKH, T.€. UMa UHTEPIUCHUILUIMHAPEH MOIXO.

Hsxonko ¢dakrtopa gompuHacsAT 3a KadeCTBOTO Ha WU3CJICABAHETO B
nuceprauusTa. [IbpBUST € e3uKoBaTa MOATOTOBKA, BJIAJEEHETO HAa HCHAHCKHU
e3MK OT JOKTOpanT Moprman CToWykoBa; 3aBbpIIMI € 164 THMHA3UA C
WHTEH3UBHO IpErojiaBaHe Ha UCMAaHCKU e3uk ,,Muren ne CepBanTtec'; Tol numa
cepTuUKaTh 3a BIAJCCHE HAa MCIAHCKU U AHTJIMMCKU €3WK Ha BHUCOKO HHBO;
paboTun e kKaro mpeBoaad. BropusT ¢dakTtop € mpemnogaBaTeiICKUsT My OIUT
Kato acucteHT-iiekTop B Kpasickata aumiomatudecka akaaemwusi, Manapun,
Ucnanus. Tpetust daktop € ydyacTHUETO B €KUIM TPU OpPTraHU3MpaHE Ha
MEXIyHApoaHU chOuTHs. ToBa ch3maBa MHOIO JI0Opa OCHOBA 3a aHalv3a Ha
Pa3IMYHUTE U3TOYHUIIM HA €3UK, KOWTO C€ M3MOJI3Ba B MHOTO OT JIbPXKABUTE OT
JlatTuHCcka AMepHKa; KaKTO W MpU NpoydBaTeSHATA JICHHOCT HA MEXIYHAPOIHU
JIOKYMEHTH.

N3Bexxmanero Ha oOekTa W TpeaMeTa I0Ka3Ba KOPEKTHOCT TMpH
apryMeHTUpaHe Ha u300pa U TIpU TMpPEACTaBIHE Ha OoOXBaTa M o0ema UM,
WMalku TpeaBua Temartukara — JlatmHcka AMepuka M cUcCTeMaTa Ha
MEXIyHAPOJHUTE OTHOIIEHUS, HO Tpe3 Mpu3MaTa Ha TPaHCHOPMAIMHUTE U
pOJIsiTa HAa HOBH TJ100aIHU akThopH. M3BeeHM ca Tpu paboTHH XuroTe3u (c. 7);
Te3ara € (opMyIupaHa MHUPOKOOOXBATHO, CHIIEBPEMEHHO SICHO, MPEJCTABIUKU



TpaHcpopMallMUTE B MHOIOINOJIOCHMSI CBSIT; M3TPAXKIANKK OIle TYyK
TEPMHUHOJIOTMYHA MaTpPHIA: KOMIUIEKCHA 3aBUCUMOCT ,,lIeHThp-Tiepudepus;
MKOHOMHYECKaTa M NyOnuyHaTa [AMIUIOMAllMs; JIMICA HAa pPErHOHajHa
XOMOTE€HHOCT;  OTCcllabBaHE  Ha  CTPATErMYECKOTO  MPUCHCTBUE  HA
TpaguumoHHuTe nmaptabopu — CAILl n EBponelicku cbro3.

3. OueHka Ha MOJy4YeHUTe HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yaTaTH

PesynraTtute ca B TEOpETHYEH, METOAMYECKH U TMPAKTHKO MPUIOKEH
IJIaH, Karo HW3I0J3BaM TEPMHUHA ,JIPOyYBaHe, a HE ,HU3CICIBaHE .
Aprymenture ca ciuenHurte. [IbpBHAT € CBBp3aH C ManabWTEe Ha aHaIU3a,
U3IIOI3BAHUTE METOIM, JOCTUTAHETO IO CHUHTE3 M IPEICTAaBSIHETO Ha MOJEN,
KaTo € HalpaBeHa eMIIMpUYHa Bepu(UKalMs Ha TO3W MOJEN Ha JABPIKABHO,
PETHOHAJIHO U IJ100aJIHO paBHUILE. BTOPUAT € OTHOCHO METO/I0JIOTHTA, KOSITO
MO>K€ J1a ce MpuJjIara KakTo MpH aHAJIA3 HAa PETHOHAJIHA aBTOHOMMS B JIaTuHCKa
AMepuKa; Taka ¥ IIPU 0YEPTaBAHE HA BB3MOXKHU IIPOLIECH, B KOUTO IbPKABUTE
OT TO3U PETHOH LIE UIPasiT ChIIECTBEHA POJIS B MEXKIYHAPOJHUTE OTHOILICHHMS.
TpertusT aprymeHT € wu3BeXJAaHeTo Ha (GOpMHU 3a CTPATErHYyecKo
no3uuuoHupane B JlaTuHcka AMepuKa W IPOTMBOBEC HA BEYE YTBBPACHU
IJI00AJIHU CUJTM U aKTbOPH TaM.

4. OueHKa HAa HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHM IPHUHOCH

Hay4HusT npuHoC €, NpeMUHABalKH Ipe3 anpoOUPaHETO HA JBE TEOPUU
(TeopusiTa Ha 3aBUCUMOCTTA (LIEHTBpP—TIepudepus) U TeopusTa 3a CBETOBHATA
cHCTeMa), 1a ce JIOCTUTHE JI0 MPEUIOKEHHE 32 KOHIISTIINATA 32 M0sIBa Ha ,,HOBU
ueHtpoBe” — Kutail u Pycus, KOUTO HE NPOMEHST JIATUHOAMEPUKAHCKUTE
MKOHOMUKH, JJOPH MPHU BB3IPOU3BEXKIaHE HA HEOKOJIOHHAIHUS (hopMarT.

OtkposiBaM JBa Hay4YHO-IPWIOXKHM npuHOca. IIepBuiar e, de
JOKTOPaHTHT pa3paboTBa U OCBIIECTBSIBA AaHAJIM3 HA peruoHaJHaTra
XOMOIreHHOCT B JlaTmHCKa AMepuKa, Karo JOCTMra 1O HW3BOJUTE, Y€ TS €
KIIIOYOB  (paKTOp, KOMTO BB3MPENSATCTBA (POPMUPAHETO HA ABTOHOMHA
peruoHanHa cuja, OT €JHa CTPaHa; OT JApPyra CTpaHa, yJIECHSBA BIUSHHUETO HA
rJI00aNHUTEe aKThbOpU. BTOpWAT € B JOpyr pakypc, a UMEHHO HANpaBEHUST
CPaBHUTEIHUAT aHAIU3 Ha TPAJAUIMOHHUTE W HOBUTE IJIOOANIHM ,UIrpayu’
crpamo Jlatuacka Amepuka u nipeacrasane noaxoaure Ha EC, CAILl, Pycus u
Kwuraii.

5. OueHka Ha MyOJUKALMHUTE M0 UCEPTALUATA

[lyOnukanuuTe Ha AOKTOpaHTa ca MO TeMara Ha JucepTanusTa, TON
MOETAITHO MPEJICTaBsl Pe3yJTaTu OT MPOYYBAHETO B HAy4YHU u3AaHusa. Ctatuurte
U JIOKJIaIuTe 0OXBaIllaT pa3IuyHU aCIEKTHU OT aHaju3a Ha poJisiTa Ha JlaTuHCKa



AMepuka — OT ABYCTpaHHHM OTHOLIEHMs IIpe3 0030p B UCTOPUYECKM IUIAH Ha
otHomeHusAta CAILl — JlatuHcka AMepuka 10 €HEpPruiiHa AMIIOMAlUs U
KJIMMaTUYHU TPOMEHU: ,Pa3BuTue Ha [BYCTpPAaHHUTE OTHOLIEHMSI MEXIY
bearapus u crpanute ot JlatnHcka AMepuKa — XapaKTEpUCTUKHU U MapagurMu‘
(2025 1.); ,,OtHOomenusTa mexny CAIIl u crpanute ot JlatmHcka AMepuka
npe3 XX-tu 1 HadasioTo Ha XXI-Bu Bek™ (2025 r.), “The Role of Latin America
in the European Energy Diversification — A current analysis” (2025 r.). Karo
JOIBIHEHNE, UHTEPECHT Ha JoKTOpaHTa CTOMYKOB € IBITOTOAMILICH, UMaHKU
MpeIBUJ IPYrd HETOBH MyONHMKAIMU B Ta3u oOiact, Hampumep, ,JlaTuHcka
Awmepuka n bearapus — eBoonus Ha MexayHapoaauTe otHomenus ™ (2008 r.)

u Jp.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABtopedeparsT € ¢ o0em 36 CTpaHUIM, TOW € HW3TOTBEH ChITIACHO
npaBuiiaTa v KaHPOBUTE M3MCKBAHUS W TIPEJICTABS ISUIOCTHO ChABPKAHUETO U
CTpYKTypaTa Ha JHCEPTAIMOHHHS TPYJA, BKIIOYUTEIHO NyOJUKAILMUTE U
MPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH.

7. KpurnuHu 0ejie’KKHU, NPenopPpbKH U BHIIPOCH

JIOKTOpaHTBT ﬁopﬂaH CtonykoB OM MOr'baI Ha 0000l HAKOU OT
MIPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH, KaTO MO TO3W HAYMH OMXa c€ OYEepTaIMd OIIE MO-5ICHO
pe3yaTaTtute, 0COOEHO B METOAWYECKHU IiaH. [Ipu eBeHTyanHa myOnukamus Ha
TEKCTa CJeJ PelaKui € Bb3MOXHO CTHJIBT Jla CTaHE MO-YE€TUM 3a MO-IIUpPOKa
aynuTopus, 3a KoATo TeMatukara 3a Jlatuncka Amepuka, Kuraii, Pycus, EC,
CAIIl n MmexxnyHapOJHUTE OTHOIIECHUS! O Orjia HHTEpECHA.

8. 3ak/rouyeHue

Bb3 ocHoBa Ha mpeacTtaBeHuTe Mo-rope MHGOpMalUs U apryMEHTH 3a
CTPYKTypaTa, CbJAbPKAHUETO HA TUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYX ,,JIaTnHCKa AMmepHKa B
CHCTEMATa HAa MEXIYHAPOJAHUTE OTHOLICHHS ', KAKTO W Ha JACHHOCTUTE MO
JOKTOpaHTyparTa, yOEIeHO NpenopbuyBaM Ha UJIECHOBETE HAa MOYUTAEMOTO
HAyYHO JKypH, Ja IJIacyBar ,;3a“ npuckxkaanero #Ha OHC | nokrop™ Ha Hopnan
PymenoB CronukoB mno mnpodecronanHo Hampasienue 3.3. Ilomutuuecku
HayKH.

26 sinyapu 2026 r., rp. Codus
IMommuc: ....cooovviiiiiiiiinn.
[Tpod. nu Usanka Tomopoa Maspoauesa-I eopruena
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SOFIA UNIVERSITY “ST. KLIMENT OHRIDSKI”
Professional field 3.2. Philosophy

Regarding: dissertation for the award of an educational and scientific degree of
“Doctor” in a scientific specialty at the University of National and
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Author of the dissertation: Yordan Rumenov Stoichkov
Topic of the dissertation: Latin America in the system of
international relations

Reason for submitting the opinion: participation in the scientific jury for the
defence of the dissertation in accordance with Order No. 3995 of
December 18, 2025, of the Rector of the University of National and
World Economy.

1. Information about PhD Student

PhD student studied in the doctoral program “International Relations” at
the Department of International Relations, Faculty of International Economics
and Politics at the University of National and World Economy in the
professional field 3.3. Political Sciences, in accordance with Order No.
3519/02.12.2024 of the Vice-Rector for Scientific Research at the University of
National and World Economy. The training was carried out in a free form
during the period 26.11.2024 — 26.11.2029; scientific supervisor Assoc. Prof.
Plamen Ralchev, PhD.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation

The topic stands out for its relevance, given the international situation
and events in countries, not only in Latin America, in recent years. Its scientific
significance is demonstrated by the ability to conduct a systematic study using
multifactorial analysis and relevant methods concerning the transformations and



emergence/establishment of a multipolar world order. The text of the
dissertation is 268 pages long. A positive aspect of the dissertation is the
doctoral student's ability to correctly formulate a thesis, but also to justify the
choice of subject and the necessary limitations, given the wording of the title.
Another plus in the dissertation is the development of an integrative model for
analysis, including three interrelated levels: global, regional, and state.

The structure of the text is logical, the main part is divided into five
chapters, there is an introduction and a special section (pp. 241-259) devoted to
conclusions and findings, which is itself divided into ten parts, each of which
provides a detailed and logical sequence of the achievements in relation to the
objectives, tasks, the three hypotheses, and the research carried out.

| appreciate the bibliography not only for the number of sources: 230 in
foreign languages and 55 in Bulgarian, but also for the ability to select official
documents from international organizations (22) and the precision in
referencing sources available online in various Internet resources (40).
Scientific literature, as well as legal, diplomatic, regulatory, and administrative
documents are described, which shows, on the one hand, the precision
necessary for scientific research; on the other hand, the ability to organize
research using relevant methods, namely historical, political, and economic
analysis, as well as comparative methods and secondary data analysis, including
statistical analysis, i.e., an interdisciplinary approach.

Several factors contribute to the quality of the research in the dissertation.
The first is language training, the doctoral student’s command of Spanish;
Yordan Stoichkov graduated from 164 Miguel de Cervantes High School,
which offers intensive Spanish language instruction; he has certificates for
high-level proficiency in Spanish and English; he has worked as a translator.
The second factor is his teaching experience as an assistant lecturer at the Royal
Diplomatic Academy in Madrid, Spain. The third factor is his participation in
teams organizing international events. This provides a very good basis for
analyzing the various sources of language used in many Latin American
countries, as well as for researching international documents.

The presentation of the subject and topic demonstrates accuracy in
arguing the choice and presenting their scope and volume, given the subject
matter — Latin America and the system of international relations — through the
prism of transformations and the role of new global actors. Three working
hypotheses are presented (p. 7); the thesis is formulated in a comprehensive yet
clear manner, presenting the transformations in a multipolar world and
establishing a terminological matrix: complex “center — periphery” dependence;
economic and public diplomacy; lack of regional homogeneity; weakening of
the strategic presence of traditional partners — the US and the European Union.



3. Assessment of the scientific and applied scientific results
obtained

The results are theoretical, methodological, and practical in nature, and |
use the term “study” rather than “research”. The arguments are as follows. The
first is related to the scope of the analysis, the methods used, the synthesis
achieved, and the presentation of a model, with empirical verification of this
model at the national, regional, and global levels. The second concerns the
methodology, which can be applied both to the analysis of regional autonomy in
Latin America and to the identification of possible processes in which the
countries of this region will play a significant role in international relations. The
third argument is the identification of forms of strategic positioning in Latin
America and a counterweight to the already established global powers and
actors there.

4. Assessment of scientific and applied scientific contributions

The scientific contribution is to test two theories (the dependency theory
(center — periphery) and the world-system theory) in order to arrive at a
proposal for the concept of the emergence of “new centers” — China and
Russia — which do not change Latin American economies, even when
reproducing the neocolonial format.

| highlight two scientific and applied contributions. The first is that the
doctoral student develops and carries out an analysis of regional homogeneity in
Latin America, concluding that it is a key factor that hinders the formation of an
autonomous regional power on the one hand, and on the other hand, facilitates
the influence of global actors. The second is from a different perspective,
namely the comparative analysis of traditional and new global players in
relation to Latin America and the presentation of the approaches of the EU, the
US, Russia, and China.

5. Assessment of publications related to the dissertation

The doctoral student’s publications are related to the topic of the
dissertation, and he gradually presents the results of the study in scientific
publications. The articles and reports cover various aspects of the analysis of
Latin America’s role — from bilateral relations through a historical overview of
US-Latin America relations to energy diplomacy and climate change:
“Development of bilateral relations between Bulgaria and Latin American
countries — characteristics and paradigms” (2025); “Relations between the US
and Latin American countries in the 20th and early 21st centuries” (2025), “The
Role of Latin America in European Energy Diversification — A current



analysis” (2025). In addition, Stoichkov’s interest in this field is long-standing,
as evidenced by his other publications in this area, such as “Latin America and
Bulgaria — the evolution of international relations” (2008), etc.

6. Assessment of the abstract

The abstract is 36 pages long, it has been prepared in accordance with the
rules and genre requirements and presents the entire content and structure of the
dissertation, including publications and contributions.

7. Critical comments, recommendations, and questions

Doctoral student Yordan Stoichkov could summarise some of the
contributions, which would make the results even clearer, especially in terms of
methodology. If the text is published after editing, the style could be made more
readable for a wider audience interested in topics related to Latin America,
China, Russia, the EU, the USA, and international relations.

2. Conclusion

Based on the above information and arguments regarding the structure
and content of the dissertation “Latin America in the System of International
Relations™, as well as the activities carried out during the doctoral program, |
strongly recommend that the members of the distinguished academic jury vote
in favor of awarding Yordan Rumenov Stoichkov the academic degree of
Doctor of Science in the professional field of 3.3. Political Sciences.

26 January 2026, Sofia
Signature: ............cooceiiinel.

Professor Ivanka Todorova Mavrodieva-Georgieva, DSc.



