YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAIIMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOIIAHCTBO

CTAHOBMUIIE

Ot: nou. a-p bosin AcenoB Xamxkues, YHCC, cnenuannoct ,,MexayHapoaHu
OTHOIIICHHUA

OTHOCHO:  JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHKIaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTe/iHA U Hay4YHa
CTEIIEH ,A0KTOP 110 Hayuna cneyuarnocm B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha JUCEPTAMOHHUS TPY: Hopoan Pymenos Cmouukos
TeMa Ha TMcepTallMOHHUS TPY/I:
., Jlamuncka Amepuxa 6 cucmemama Ha MeHcOYHApOOHUMe OMHOULeHUs "

Ocnosanue 3a IPEACTABSHE HA CTAHOBUILETO: Y4aCTUE B CbCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO
Kypr IO 3allMTa Ha JUCEpTallMOHHUSA TPyA  CBIVIACHO  3aIloBE]
Ne3995/18.12.2025 na Pexropa na YHCC.

1. Uupopmauus 3a 1ucepranra
HuceprantsT ce € oOywaBajd IO JOKTOpCKa IporpamMa KbM KaTenpa
»Meocoynapoonu omuowenus*“ ¢axkynmem ,, MedxcoyHapoOHa UKOHOMUKA U
nonumuxka “ Ha YHCC no nayuna cneyuannocm cbriacHo 3amoBel] Ha 3aM.-
pextopa no HUJI na YHCC Ne 3519/ 02.12.2024 OGy4eHueTo € oChIIeCTBEHO
B c60000Ha dhopma tipe3 niepuona 02.12.2024-12.2025

2. O0ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA NPeACTABEHHS JUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPY/

Jucepramnusara € pa3rbpHarta B 5 rj1aBy, yBOJI, 3aKiiroucHus. [IpurexaBa BCUUKku
CTPYKTYpHHM €JIEMEHTH Ha 3aBbpILICH JucepTaluoHeH TpyAd. ucepramusita ce
OTJINYaBa C HAAXBBPJIAII CTAHIAPTUTE 00eM OT 248 HeCTaHJAPTHHU CTPAHUIIH.

AKTyaJJHOCTTa Ha Temara ce ompenens or: [IbpBo, reomoauTuyeckara
Tpanchopmanms: [IpeBpriianeTo Ha pernoHa oT nepudepusi B KIFOUOBA apeHa



Ha KoHKypeHuus wMexnay CAI, Kwurait u Pycus. Bropo, pecypcHata
3HauuMocT: CTparernueckata poJis Ha JlatmHcka Amepuka B TI00QTHUS
€HEpPrueH MpexoJ W MPOJIOBOJICTBEHATa CUTYpPHOCT. TpeTo, CyOeKTHOCTTa B
MHoromnontocHust cBiaT: HapactBamoro BiustHue Ha pervona upe3 bPUKC u
CTPEMEXbT KbM BHHITHOMOJIUTHYECKA aBTOHOMUS. [leTo, riiobanHuTe puckose:
IIpsAKOTO OTpakeHHEe Ha MUTpalUATa U OpraHU3UpaHaTa IPECTBIIHOCT BBPXY
MeXxAyHaponHaTta cra0wiHocT. Temara € akTyajgHa, 3alloTO H3CJe/Ba
JlatuHcka Amepuka HE Karo OOEKT, a KaTo aKTHBEH CyOeKT, MpeHapexkaal]

CBETOBHHUSA OaJIaHC HA CHUJIMTE.

O0exThT U mpeaMeTbT ca 100pe (QopMyiHpaHU, OTpa3sgBailku CMUCHJIA Ha
aucepTralMsaTa B CTWJIAa Ha aBTopa M. lma scHa Jiormuecka Bpb3Ka U
IIOCJIEOBATEITHOCT MEXAY LIEIUTE U 3aJa4UTE HA U3CICABAHETO. XUIIOTE3UTE U
ITOAXUIIOTE3UTE HA M3CIEABAHETO NMOKA3BAT ThPCEHUTE NMPUYUHHO-CIICICTBEHU
BPB3KH, KaKTO WM OIPOMHHS NOTEHIMAJ HAa TEMAaTUKaTa B KOHKPETHUSA TPYA.
JIuteparypHuTe M3TOYHHULIM Ca BIEYaTIsABAILM Karo Opo#, oO0xBaT u
aKTyaJHOCT.

3. OueHka HA MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITATH

B nucepramnusita ca W3MOJ3BaHM Pa3HOOOPA3HU WHTEPAUCUHUILUIMHAPHU
U3CIIEIOBATEJICKA METOIM, IPEANMHO KaYECTBEHH, 32 Ja CE MOJy4H MpeacTaBa
3a pervoHajHaTa JuHaMuKa. EMOMpUYHUTE TaHHU Ca U3BJICYEHU OT KPUTHYCH
JUTEpPaTypeH Nperiie]l, CPAaBHUTEIEH METOJ U BTOPHUYEH CTAaTUCTUUYECKHU aHAJIU3.
C ornen Ha €CTECTBOTO Ha TEMATHUKATA, TE3U METOAM MO3BOJIABAT aJICKBATHOTO
MOCTUTaHE Ha LEIUTE W 3aJaunuTe Ha u3cienBaHero. KoHuenrtyanusupane Ha
,,HoBaTa KOMILIEKCHA 3aBUCHMMOCT': Jloka3aHa € mosBaTa Ha HOB MOJIEJ Ha
3aBUCHUMOCT (HEOKOJIOHHAJIEH CTWI), Npu KoWTo KuTail ycrnemHo persimkupa
poJisiTa Ha ,,IIEHThpA“, U3MECTBANKMA TPAAUIIMOHHUTE 3alaHU BIIUSHUS 4pe3
MKOHOMHUYECKH M CTpaTEeru4ecku HMHCTpyMeHTU. CpaBHHUTENIEH aHaiu3 Ha
MI00aTHOTO MPUCHCTBUE: HM3BEJEHA € KPUTHYHA OIlEHKa Ha perpecusita B
nosunuute Ha CAILl u EC, xaro ca uaeHTHGUIIMPAaHN KOHKPETHUTE NMPUYHHU
3a TSAXHATa ,,CTpAaTerM4ecKa Jerpagamnus’ CIpsaMO Bb3X0Ja Ha E€BPA3UUCKUTE
urpaun (Kutaii u Pycus). Tunosoruss Ha BBHIIHOMOIUTHYECKUTE MOJIXOIM:



CHUCTEMATU3UPAHU Ca PA3JIUKUTE B METOAUTE HA BJIUSHUE — OT ,,M€KaTa cuia‘
u nienHocTHUs noaxon Ha EC 1o , xubpumHute nmpuoMu‘ u ne3uHGopManmsTa
Ha Pycus, u nkoHoMuueckaTa ekcrian3us Ha Kuraid.

Crparermdecko mO3WIMOHWpaHe Ha bwarapus: Jlepurmpana e
crienuduyHaTa poyis Ha bearapus karo abpkaBa wieHka Ha EC ¢ pasnuueH
mpodmI B peruoHa, KOETO MpejJiara MpriokHa 0a3a 3a ONTHUMU3UpPAHE HA
JBYCTpaHHAaTa 1 MHOI'OCTpaHHATa HU UKOHOMMYECKA JUILJIOMAIIUSL.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU MPUHOCH
HNopnan CTOMYKOB € MOCOYMI HSKOJKO MPUHOCU KaTO PE3yJTaT OT CBOS TPY/I.
OueHkara MU €, Y€ U BCUUKHU Ca MPEACTABEHH aJICKBATHO U MOCIIEIOBATENHO B

IUcepTanusTa.

5. Ouenka Ha MyOJUKALMHUTE 10 JUCEPTANMUATA
JlucepTaHThT € NPUIOKWIT 4 CaMOCTOATEIIHM NyOJUKalMu — CTaTUM B
CICUHAIIM3UPAHN HAyYHU HU3JaHUA — M TE€ OTrOBapAT Ha TeMara Ha

JUCEPTALIMOHHOTO U3CIIE/IBAHE.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara
ABtopedepaTsT € ¢ 00eM 36 HecTaHZApTHU CTPAHMIIM U OTPa3siBa aJeKBATHO
KJIFOUOBUTE €JIEMEHTH Ha AMceprauuara. Te3ure, HeauTe, 3aJa4uTe METOIUTE,
aHAJIM3UTE M AaKTyaJlHOCTTa Ha mpoljemMa ca KOPEKTHO MPEICTaBeHH B
aBTopedepara. [IpeacraBeHa e cpaBka 3a MPUHOCUTE HA HAYYHHS TPYA, KAKTO
Y 32 HallpaBEHUTE MyOJIMKAIUU 0 TeMaTta.

7. Kputuunm 0es1esKKH, NPenopbKU U BBIIPOCH
B nponeca kbM npeMuHaBaHe Ha 3allUTa UMaxX Bb3MOXKHOCT Ja MPEACTaBs Ha
HSIKOJIKO ITbTU KPUTUYHU O€JIEKKH KbM aBTOpa, KOWTO TOHM A0 rojisiMa CTEIEH €
oTpasuil. HiMaM Ipyru ChllleCTBEHN KPUTHUHU OEIEKKH.

8. 3akuarouenne
CwmsTam, 4ye AMCEpTAalMOHHUAT TPYX ChAbpPKAa HAYYHH, HAYYHO-IPHIOKHH U
IIPUJIOKHU PE3yJITaTH, KOUTO IPEACTABIISIBAT OPUTMHAJIEH IIPUHOC B HAyKaTa U
OTrOBapsT HAa U3UCKBAHUATA HA 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHETO HA AKAaJEMUYHUS ChCTaB
B PenyOnuka bwarapus u IlpaBunmnHuka 3a HeroBoTo mnpuiarane. llopamm
FOPEU3JIOKEHOTO [1aBaM CBOATA IIOJIOXKUTEJIHA OLEHKAa Ha IPOBEAECHOTO



U3CIICBaHE U IpejlaramM Ha yBa)KkaeMOTO HAYYHO JKypH J1a IPUCHIN
o0pa3oBaTeNHaTa M HAydHa cCTeleH ,,JoKTop* Ha Mopman CTOMYKOB II0
npodecuonanHa HanpasieHue: [lomuTuuecku Hayku, Hay4dHa CHELMAIHOCT
»»MEXKITyHAapOITHU OTHOLIEHUA .

25.01.2026 / Codus IMogmuc: .....oovvviiiiiannn.



OPINION

From:
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Boyan Asenov Hadzhiev, UNWE, specialty
“International Relations”

Regarding:
Dissertation submitted for the award of the educational and scientific
degree “Doctor” in an academic specialty at UNWE.

Author of the dissertation:
Yordan Rumenov Stoichkov

Title of the dissertation:
“Latin America in the System of International Relations”

Grounds for presenting the opinion:

Participation as a member of the scientific jury for the public defense of
the dissertation, pursuant to Order No. 3995/18.12.2025 of the Rector of
UNWE.

1. Information about the doctoral candidate

The doctoral candidate was enrolled in a doctoral program at the
Department of “International Relations”, Faculty of “International Economy
and Politics” at UNWE, in the relevant academic specialty, pursuant to Order
No. 3519 / 02.12.2024 of the Vice-Rector for Research and Development of
UNWE. The training was conducted in a part-time (independent) form during
the period 02.12.2024-12.2025.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation

The dissertation is structured into five chapters, an introduction, and



conclusions. It contains all the structural elements of a completed doctoral
dissertation. The dissertation stands out with an above-standard volume of 248
pages in non-standard format.

The relevance of the topic is determined by the following factors:

First, geopolitical transformation: the transformation of the region from a
periphery into a key arena of competition among the United States, China, and
Russia.

Second, resource significance: the strategic role of Latin America in the
global energy transition and food security.

Third, subjectivity in a multipolar world: the growing influence of the
region through BRICS and its pursuit of foreign policy autonomy.

Fifth, global risks: the direct impact of migration and organized crime on
international stability.

The topic is relevant because it examines Latin America not as an object,
but as an active subject reshaping the global balance of power.

The object and subject of the research are well formulated, reflecting the
essence of the dissertation in the author’s own style. There is a clear logical
connection and consistency between the objectives and tasks of the research.
The hypotheses and sub-hypotheses demonstrate the sought-after causal
relationships, as well as the significant potential of the topic within the
framework of this study. The literary sources are impressive in terms of
quantity, scope, and relevance.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The dissertation employs a variety of interdisciplinary research methods,
predominantly qualitative, in order to capture the regional dynamics. The
empirical data are derived from a critical literature review, comparative
analysis, and secondary statistical analysis. Given the nature of the topic, these
methods allow for the adequate achievement of the research objectives and



tasks.

Conceptualization of “New Complex Dependence”: the emergence of a
new model of dependence (neo-colonial in nature) is demonstrated, whereby
China successfully replicates the role of the “center”, displacing traditional
Western influences through economic and strategic instruments.

Comparative analysis of global presence: a critical assessment of the
regression in the positions of the United States and the European Union is
presented, identifying specific reasons for their “strategic degradation” in
comparison to the rise of Eurasian actors (China and Russia).

Typology of foreign policy approaches: the differences in methods of
influence are systematized — from the EU’s “soft power” and value-based
approach, to Russia’s ‘“hybrid methods” and disinformation, and China’s
economic expansion.

Strategic positioning of Bulgaria: the specific role of Bulgaria as an EU
member state with a distinct profile in the region is defined, providing an
applied basis for optimizing bilateral and multilateral economic diplomacy.

4. Evaluation of the scientific and scientific-applied contributions

Yordan Stoichkov has identified several contributions as a result of his
work. My assessment is that all of them are presented adequately and
consistently in the dissertation.

5. Evaluation of the publications related to the dissertation

The doctoral candidate has submitted four independent publications —

articles in specialized scientific journals — which correspond to the topic of the
dissertation research.



6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract comprises 36 pages in non-standard format and adequately
reflects the key elements of the dissertation.. The theses, objectives, tasks,
methods, analyses, and relevance of the problem are correctly presented in the
abstract. A statement of the scientific contributions of the work is provided, as
well as a list of publications related to the topic.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations, and questions

During the preparation for the defense, I had the opportunity on several
occasions to present critical remarks to the author, which he has largely taken
into account. I have no other significant critical comments.

8. Conclusion

I believe that the dissertation contains scientific, scientific-applied, and
applied results that represent an original contribution to science and meet the
requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation. For the above
reasons, [ give my positive assessment of the conducted research and propose
that the esteemed scientific jury award the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor” to Yordan Stoichkov in the professional field of Political Sciences,
academic specialty “International Relations”.

25.01.2026 / Sofia Signature: .............ooieiiinnn..



