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OcHnosanue 3a TIpEACTAaBSHE HA PEIICH3UATA: YYaCTUE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO
Kypd 1O 3allluTa Ha JAUCEPTAllMOHHUS TPYA  ChIVIACHO  3aroBe]
Ne3993/18.12.2025 na 3am.-pexropa mo HU/] va YHCC.

ABTOp Ha TUCEPTALMOHHHUS TPYL: Koncrantun LlenkoB MBaHoB

Tema Ha gECepTAIIMOHHUS TPYA: ,CTpaTeruu 3a HaBJIM3aHE Ha SIMOHCKUS
nazap B ycioBus Ha OOmiectBo 5.0

1. Nndopmanus 3a qucepTanTa

JucepranTsT ce € oOyuyaBan Mo JOKTOpCKa Mporpama KbM Katenapa
»,MHWNO u 6usnec”, dakynrer ,,MexayHapoJaHa WKOHOMHUKA W TMOJUTUKA™ HA
YHCC no HaydHa cnenuaiHocT ,,CBeTOBHO cTomaHcTBO 1 MMO* cwpriacHo
3amoBeq Ha Pexktopa mHa YHCC Nel069/14.04.2021 r. OOyuenumero e
OCBIIIECTBEHO B penoBHa Gopma mpe3 nmepuoaa 24.03.2021 r. mo 24.03.2024 r.,
a ciea ToBa JIOKTOpaHTypaTa € TpaHcopMmupaHa B 3aJl0YHA W 3allUTaTa € B
3aKOHOYCTAaHOBEHUTE CPOKOBE. [[OKTOPAHTHT € M3IIBIHUI UHAUBUIYATHUS CU
mjaH ¥ € TMOKPWI MHUHUMAJHUTE HW3UCKBaHUsA 3a mnpupobuBane Ha OHC
»JokTop*. KbM MOMeHTa He € 3aeMall akageMuynu JiabxHocTh B Y HCC, n3BbH
YHCC unu B Apyru Hay4YHU OpraHU3alnH.

Koncrantun WBaHoB € 3aBppimimi OakalaBbpcKaTa CH CTEMNEH IO
»MEXKIyHAPOIHH MKOHOMUYECKH OTHOUIEHHUS C MPENOJaBaHe Ha aHTJIUICKU
e3uk” mpe3 2019 r., a wmarucrebpckara mo ,MexayHapoaeH OuszHeC C
MpenojiaBane Ha aHTniicku e3uk™ — mpe3 2020 r. B karenpa ,,MHNO u 6usnec™,
YHCC wu cnen ToBa ctaBa peAoBEH JOKTOPAHT B ChlIaTa KaTeapa. Y COPETHO



C JOKTOpaHTypaTa CH € 3aBbpIIMJI MarucThbpcka mporpama Io ,, AHIJIMICKA
¢dunonorusa — e3uk u kyiarypa“ B CY ,,Cs. Kimument Oxpuacku®. Ilo Bpeme Ha
CBOETO OOyueHHWe € TOoJy4YWsI1 peaulla Harpaad oOT HalMOHAJHU U
MEXAYHApPOJHU CbCTE3aHUSI MO AHIVIMMCKKM €3UK M € OWI CTUINEHAMAHT Ha
donnamnus ,,Amepuka 3a boarapus®.

2. O0ma xapaKkTepucTHKA HA MPeICTABEHNs IUCePTALMOHEH TPY/]

[IpeacTaBeHUsAT 3a pELEH3UpPAaHE AMCEPTALUOHEH TPYHd CE ChCTOM OT
YBOJ, YETHpPU TIJaBH, 3aKIOYEHUE, CIUCHK Ha W3IMOJ3BaHATA JIMTEpaTypa,
CIIUCHIM Ha TaONMIUTE U QUTYPUTE U celeM IpriokeHus (oOur ooem ot 267
CTpaHMIIN, @ OCHOBHUSAT TEKCT ¢ 198 cTpaHuim).

Temata Ha qucepTalysaTa € akTyalHa U NMpeau3BUKaTeIHa. B muHaMu4uHO
OpOMEHSIIMS c€ CBAT SMOHMS 3a MOMEHTa OCTaBa MajKO BCTPaHU OT
riobamHuTe  TpaHCc(OpMAlMOHHU  MpollecH, HO  3ama3Ba  CBOfATa
IOPUBJIEKATETHOCT 110 OTHOLIEHHE Ha IMpaBeHETO Ha OwusHec. SmoHckaTa
MKOHOMHUKA € YEeTBbPTATa IO TOJIEMHUHA U € €JHa OT Hali-BUCOKO pa3BUTUTE. B
TO3W CMHCBHJI U3CJIEIBAHETO HAa Bb3MOKHOCTUTE 3a HABJIM3aHE Ha Ia3apa v TO B
ycnousaTa Ha O6mectBo 5.0, KbAETO aKIEHTHT € MOCTAaBEH BHPXY YOBEKA MPHU
CUJIHO pa3BUTH TEXHOJOTMHM J100aBs W HAArpaxkJa ChUIECTBYBalaTa
auTeparypa no npobiemMaTukara. BcHUKo TOBa, KOMOMHUPAHO C MHTEpeca Ha
aBTopa KbM SMOHMS, € 3asiBKa 3a €IHO H3CJIE/IBAHE Ha BUCOKO HAy4YHO-
MPWIOKHO HHBO. JlOKa3aTencTBO 3a TOPHOTO ca YMeENo MoAOpaHuTe u
aHaJIM3UPaHU MPUMEPH, KOETO € O€3CIOPEH MPUHOC Ha IUCEPTAHTA.

B yBoja ca Haiuie OCHOBHHUTE PEKBU3UTHU — OOEKT, MPEAMET, Lel U
3aJlauM Ha u3cieaBaHero. Llenta Ha pa3paboTkaTa U U3CIE0BATEICKUTE 3a1a4u
OTrOBapsAT Ha CbHIBPKAHUETO M HACOKUTE Ha JAucepTanusTa. Te3ara e
(dopMynupaHa TOYHO M SICHO M O TO3M HA4YMH C€ MPEACTABIT OCHOBHUTE
HACOKHM Ha M3JI0)KEHUETO. TpUTE OCHOBHU XUIOTE3U MpUEMaM 3a PEJIeBaHTHU
KbM Taka (opMyJIMpaHaTa XUNoTe3a U U3CIeI0BATEICKH 3a1a4H.

JIOKTOpaHTBHT MOAPOOHO MPEACTaBI METOAOJIOTHITA HA H3CIEJBAHETO,
Ch3HATETHO BB3IPUETUTE OrPAHUUYEHUS W TPYIHOCTUTE, C KOUTO CE €
cOJIbCKBaJI MO BpeMe Ha paboTaTa CU. ABTOPBHT CHUHTE3UPAHO MPEJACTaBA U
OCHOBHHMTE M3TOYHMIIM Ha HH(opmauug. B kpas Ha yBoAa € MOMECTEHO
ChABPKAHUETO HA YACTUTE HA IUCEPTAIUATA.

[IspBaTa r71aBa € TEOPETHUYHO-TIOCTAHOBBYHA U B HEs C€ pasMiexiaT
CTpaTerMUTE 3a HaBJIM3aHETO Ha MEXAyHapoAHUTE TMa3apu. Kputuuno
NpeICTaBeHu  ca  KJIACHUYECKUTE W ChBPEMEHHHUTE  MOAXOAM 32
uHTepHaumoHamu3auusa.  CrenuanHo  BHUMaHME €  OTHENIGHO  Ha
AUTUTaIM3alusITa Kato (akrop NpU Mpoleca Ha HWHTEPHAIMOHATU3aIKS.



[IpeacraBsinero Ha JlnamanTa Ha [lopThp XBBPIIsl HOB MOTJIEA BbPXY HETOBOTO
3HAUEHHE 32 MEKIyHapoaHUsl Ou3Hec. B kpas Ha riaBaTa mpeau U3BOJUTE KbM
Hesl ca TOMECTEHH OCHOBHUTE CTpaTeTruy 3a HaBJIM3aHE HA HOBU Ma3apH.

Bropa rmaBa mpezacrtaBs u aBTOpoBOTO paszbupane 3a O6miectBo 5.0
I'BPBO KAaTO CHCHU(PHUKU U XapaKTEPUCTHUKH, a CJIe/ TOBA U KaTO Bb3MOXKHOCT 32
Ch37aBaHe Ha CTOMHOCT upe3 MHoBauuu. M3cneaBaneTo He 6M OUIIO MBIHO, aKO
HE € BKIIIOUEH U mperieq Ha eBomonuara ot ObmectBo 1.0 1o O6mectso 4.0,
KOETO aBTOPBT mpaBu B Touka 2.3. OmnpeneneH NpHHOC MPEACTaBiIsBa U
M3BEXKIAHETO Ha TMPWIMKUTE U pa3nukure wmexay OomectBo 5.0 u
Konnenuusara na Wuayctpus. Cnen ToBa aBTOPBHT pasllIMpsiBa  CBOETO
u3cieBaHe ¢ 00Bbp3BaHeTo My ¢ Llenure 3a yCcTOMYMBO pa3BUTHE, MOJIBUTE 3a
UHAMBHJIA U OOIIECTBOTO, KAKTO M 3a MPEUYKUTE IpPE] HErOBOTO MpuUilaraHe.
[Ipean wu3BOgUTE KBM BTOpa TJilaBa JIUCEPTAHTHT W3BEXKJIAa OCHOBHHTE
NpeIu3BUKATENICTBA IPE]] KOMIIAHUUTE B ycaoBusTa Ha O6mectBo 5.0.

Tperara rmaBa ce ¢okycupa BBpPXY SIMOHCKaTa MaKPOMKOHOMHYECKa
cpena, MHKpocpenaTta U IOBEIEHHETO Ha MOTPEOUTENUTEe, KOUTO C€
XapaKkTepu3upar CbC CBOM CHEIU(PUKA B CpPaBHEHUE C JAPYTd BOJACLIU
WKOHOMHKA TIO CBeTa. ABTOPBHT IIOCTaBsl AKIEHT BBPXY MOTPEOUTEICKOTO
MoBe/IeHHEe B SIMOHMA M To pa3riexaa OT pa3IudyHH TJICAHH TOYKH U CIIOpPE
pa3IMYHU MOJIEIH, KOETO 0OBBP3Ba C IEIUTE Ha CBOETO m3ciensane. [logpoobHo
Ce pasmIexkAaT CTPAaTerHUTe Ha BOJCIIM YYXACCTPAHHM KOMIIAHUHU 3a
HABJIM3aHE Ha ATMOHCKUSA Ma3ap.

YerBbpTaTra INIaBU WMa TOJSIMO TPAKTHUYECKO 3HAYCHHME, Th KaTo ce
dokycupa Bppxy O61miecTBo 5.0 u ObATapCKUS U ATIOHCKUS On3Hec. Pasrienanu
ca crneun(ukuTe Ha OBIATapO-ANOHCKUTE OTHOLIEHUS. AKIIEHTHpA CE€ BBPXY
UH(OPMHUPAHOCTTA HA OBIATAPCKUs OM3HEC MO OTHOIIEHHWE HAa HOBUTE MOIXOIU
3a HaBlM3aHE Ha SANOHCKUS mnazap. OmpeneneH NPUHOC Ha JUCEpPTaHTa €
BTOpATa 4acT Ha TiaBaTa, KOATO ce (OKycHpa BbPXY B3aMMOOTHOIICHUSTA HA
€lHa SMOHCKAa KOMIIaHUS C OBJrapckust OusHec. AKIEHTBT € BBPXY
B3aMMOOTHOIICHUTa ¢ Obiarapckata kommanus ,,En bu Bynrapukym® EA/L
HampaBenu ca 1meHHM M3BOJIM W Ca OTIPABEHU MPEMOPHKH, KOUTO MOTaTr Ja
ObIaT U3MoI3BaHu OT Ou3Heca. [Ipean n3BoaUTE KbM YETBHPTA TJIaBa aBTOPHT
pasriiexxaa NPUHOCHT Ha BbIpocHaTa Kommanus Meiji 3a mpexoma KbM
O6mectso 5.0.

3aKJIFOUEHUETO BKIIFOYBA OCHOBHUTE M3BOJH, O KOUTO JOCTHTa aBTOPHT
B XO/a Ha u3J0KeHneTo. ChImuTe MpUTEeKaBaT BUCOKAa HAyYyHA M MPaKTUYECKa
CTOMHOCT.

[To-uecTo obaye B JUCEPTAllMOHHUTE TPYJOBE CHHChKa Ha
MpeCTaBEeHUTE TaOIMIM W CHHChbKAa Ha NpeJICTaBeHUTEe (PUIypu ce MOMECTBa



HCTIOCPCIACTBCHO CJICA CbABPIKAHUCTO, HO IIPABO HA aBTOpa € Ja IIPCUCHU KBAC
Ja I'l IIOCTaBH.

HpI/IJIO)KCHI/IHTa JOITbJIBAT, pa3MUpsABaAT U oboraTsaBaT aHalM3a U
HN3BOJUTC Ha AUCCPTAHTA. CT)HII/ITC ca YMCIIO noz:6paH U PCICBAHTHHU KbM
TEMAaTa Ha U3CJICABAHCTO.

3. OueHka Ha NOJy4eHUTE HAYYHU M HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHH Pe3yJITaTH

[IpeacTaBeHusT TpyJ MpUTEKaBa BHCOKA HAy4YHA, HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHA U
NpaKTHYeCKa CTOWHOCT, ThH KaTo € MOCBETEH Ha TMpoOJieMaTHKa, KOATO €
cnenuduUyHa, aKTyaIHa U MOJIE3Ha, KAKTO 332 HayKaTa, Taka U 3a Ou3Heca.

OCHOBHUTE HAy4YHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIIOKHU PE3YJNTaTH MOraT jJa ObaaT
dbopMyIMpaHu B CIETHUTE HACOKH:

® OTJIMYHO TIO3HABaHE Ha JIUTEpaTypara Mo MpoOIeMaTHKATA,;

® BHHMATCIIHO OCMHUCISHE W KPUTHYCH aHAIW3 Ha TMPOIECUTe Ha
WHTEpPHAITMOHAIM3AIMS W CTPATeTUUTE 3a HAaBIM3aHETO HA BBHHITHU
nasapu,

® CepHO3HO M3Cle/IBaHe Ha BCUUKHU U3MepeHus Ha O0miecTro 5.0;

e B X0/la Ha W3JOKEHHUETO C€ JOKa3BaT Te3aTa, XHUIIOTE3WTE, IIENTa U
3a/lauynTe Ha U3CIICABAHETO;

® METOOJIOTHATA HAa M3CJICABAHETO € WHTEPECHA, OTIWYHO OOsCHEHA U

MIPUIIOKCHA,;

e cnOpana, oOpaboTeHa U aHaJM3UpaHa € 3HAYUTEIIHO KOJUYECTBO
eMITMPUYHA UHPOPMAILIUS, YACT OT KOATO € M TPYAHO JOCTHITHA;

® OBJTAPCKUAT MPOYUT, aHATU3 U MPEMOPHKHU Ha ATTOHCKOTO OOKPHKECHHE €
JOITBJTHUTENICH MPUHOC Ha aBTOPA;

® aHaTM3bT HAa B3aWMOOTHOIICHUATA MEXIY OBJTAPCKUTE W STMOHCKHUTE
KOMITAHWHM TIPEACTAB/IsIBA IIEHEH HAphbYHUK 3a OKEJacIluTe 3a
HAaBJIM3aHETO Ha STTOHCKHUSI 1Ma3ap;

® BBIPOCUTE OT aHKerara ca jo0pe mnoxdpanu u (QopMylIupaHu u
moJirmoMaraT aBTopa B HErOBOTO M3CIICABAHE

® pasriemaHuTe TMPUMEpPH Joo0oraTsBaT AWCEPTAMOHHUS TPYd U
JOTIPUHACAT 3a IMMOBHIIIABAHE HA KAYECTBOTO MY,

® TMPWIOKEHUWETO Ha JIBa MOJeNia 3a MOTPEOUTENCKO TOBEICHHE KAaTo
KOMOWHAIIMS € HeCTaHJaPTEH, HO CTIOMYYJIUB TTOIXO;

® U3BEXKIAaHE HA MPENOPHKU KbM OBITAPCKUTE KOMITAHUU 32 TMOXOUTE 32
ajanTarys KbM SIIOHCKUS 1ma3ap;

® U3BOAMTE ca J0Ope 0OOCHOBAHM U 1I€JIEHACOYEHH;



¢ HAYYHMIIT allapat € U3I0JI3BaH KOPCKTHO MU JOCTa IPCIU3HO.

B npencraBenus aucepraloOHEH TPYJ C€ OTKPUBAT HAYYHU U HAY4YHO-
MIPUJIOKHU IPUHOCH, KOUTO 000raTsBAT ChIIECTBYBaLaTa TEOPHUS U MPAKTHKA.

B pesysrar Ha U3II0KEHOTO IIO-TOPE MOXKE a CE€ 3aKJIKYM, 4€ LEeNTa U
3a1a4UTe HA U3CIEIBAHETO Ca MOCTUTHATH, KAKTO U Y€ € JOKa3aHa OCHOBHATa
Te3a IIPU TaKa 3JI0KEHUTE XUIIOTE3H.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHHM PHUHOCH

B aBTopedepara aBTOpHT MOCOUBA MPUHOCUTE HA TUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPY/I.
Cepmurte Morat aa ObaaT MPUETH, BBIIPEKU Y€ T€ MoraT Ja ObJaT U3BEJICHU T10-
CHHTE3UPaHO, KaKTO U J1a ObJaT N30pOCHU MO-KPaTKO (B paMKHUTE Ha OOIIO TPH
u3Bojaa). B dombiHEHHE aBTOPHT € M3IOI3BAT IMOAXOJSINA KOMOWHALMS OT
HU3CJIeA0BATEICKH METOAU, C KOMTO Jia TTOKaKe M JOKa)Ke CBOMTE IIC/IH, 3aJ1auH,
T€3a W XUIIOTE3U. B KpaliHa cMeTKka Hail-Ba)kHaTa 3ajJadya Ha JUCEPTAMOHHUS
TPYA € U3IIbJIHEHA U BBIIPEKU CIIOKHOCTTA HA TEMATa CMSITaM, Y€ aBTOPBT CE €
CIIPaBUJI HA BUCOKO HAYYHO-NIPHUIIOKHO HUBO.

5. OneHka Ha mMyOJMKANMHUTE N0 TUCEPTALUATA

Hpe,Z[CTaBeHI/ITe HY6JII/IKaI_II/II/I BbB BPBb3Ka C TCMATa Ha AUCCPTAIIMOHHUA
TPpyAd NOKPHUBAT H3UCKyEeMHsI MHUHUMyM. T€ MOKa3BaT, 4€ JOKTOPAHTBHT €
pa6OTI/IJ'I U OCMHUCIIAITL HpO6HeMaTI/IKaTa CUCTCMATHUYHO — IMOCJIICAOBATCIIHO IIPEC3
MOCJICTHUTE TPU TOJUHU C siceH (POKyC BBpPXY H3CIEIBaHETO. B pombiHeHue
gpe3 TAX OCHOBHHUTC HOCTHKCHHUSA, MACU M MHTCPCCHU HAa aBTOPa Ca HAMCPHUIIN
nyonuyHoCcT. B mpolieca Ha mpumoOuBaHe HA JOKTOpPCKAaTa CTEIEH aBTOPHT €
y4yacTBajl € TAX B MEXIYHapOJHU KOH(GEpPEHUUU U MyOJIMKYBAaHUTE HAyYHU
cratuu ca unaekcupanu B DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals) u
CEEOL (Central and Eastern European Online Library):

1. Ivanov, K. (2023). Society 5.0 and the Japanese Consumer Behavior.
Bulgarian Journal of International Economics and Politics Vol3, pp60-68.
DOI:10.37075/BJIEP.2023.1.04

2. lvanov, K. (2024). Society 5.0 and Its Challenges for the Japanese Business.
In: Conference “The Membership of Bulgaria in the European Union: Sixteen

Years Later” Volume 2: Papers presented in English language.
DOI:10.37075/ISCWE.2023.15



3. lIvanov, K. (2025). Creating Value Through Innovation. PASONA
NATUREVERSE and Future City in Expo 2025 Osaka. In: Conference
“Bulgaria’s Membership in the European Union: FEighteen Years Later”
Volume 2: Papers presented in English language.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

[IpencraBenusT aBropedepar OTroBaps Ha M3WMCKBaHMATA. B Hauanoto
Ce ChAbpPXA AaKTYyaJJHOCT M 3HAYMMOCT Ha TemaTa, OOEKT, MpeaMeT, Leld U
3a/layd  Ha M3CIEABAHETO M H3CIEIOBATEICKa Te€3a W XHUIIOTE3W Ha
JUCEpTAllMOHHUS Tpyd. B derBbpTara yact Ha aBTOpedepara ca MOMECTEHU
METOJIOJIOTUATA, OrPAHUYCHHUATA, 3aTPyJHECHUSITA U UHOOPMAIMOHHUTE
n3ToyHUIM. Cresl ToBa € BKIKYEHO ChABbP/KAHUETO Ha TUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYI U
KpPaTKO H3JI0KEHUE W 3aKII0YeHUusATa. B ocmaTa 4acT ca OCHOBHUTE HAayYHH U
PUJIOKHHU MPUHOCH, a HAaKpas ca MyOJUKaIMKUTE 10 TeMaTa Ha JUCEpTalUsTa.
CrpriiacHO M3MCKBAHUSATA CJIE]] TOBA € U aBTOpe(epaThT Ha aHTJIUIICKU €3UK.

JIOKTOpPaHTBT CBBECTHO € IIPEACTABWII OCHOBHMTE BBIIPOCH U
MOCTHXKEHHST OT JucepTanusta B aBTopedeparta. Hamuue ca m Hail-BaxkHUTE
pe3yATaTH OT M3CJIEABAHETO U OOOCHOBAHO M3BEXJAHE HA JOKA3aTeJCTBAaTa Ha
T€3aTa U TPUTE XUIOTe3W KbM Hes. [IpeacTaBeHHMTE NMPUHOCU OTrOBApAT Ha
TE€MaTa U Ha OCHOBHUTE MPEABAPUTEIIHO 3aJI05KEHU B YBOJA MAPAMETPH.

7. KputuyHu 0eJie:KKH, NPeNOpbKU U BbIIPOCH

KbM mpenactaBeHHMs 3a pelCH3WpaHE AUCEPTALIMOHEH TPYJ HIMaM
OclIe)KKH M TIperopbku. B xo/a 3a 3ammrara OMX einajl aBTOPHT Ja OTTOBOPH
Ha CJICIHUS BBIIPOC:

,, Kak 6vaeapckama ovpoicasa modice 0a noonomozne pooHume KOMNAHUU
0a HABNIA3AM HA ANOHCKUS NA3AD 8 CbepeMeHHume ycaosus?

8. 3akiouenne

B 3akimoueHne TpencTaBeHUST 3a PELECH3UPAHE NMCEPTALHOHEH TPYI
pUTEkKaBa HEOOXOAUMHUTE KaueCTBa U IOCTOMHCTBA, KOETO MU J1aBa OCHOBAaHHE
Jla U3pa3s KaTerOpuyHO CBOETO MOJIOKUTEIHO CTAHOBUIIE 3a MPUCHKIAHE HA
oOpa3zoBarenHaTa M Hay4dHa CTENEeH ,,JJIOKTOP MO HMKOHOMHUKA®“ MO HayyHa
crieruanHocTt ,,CBeToBHO ctonmancTtBo U1 MUO* na nokropanta KoHcTaHTHH
[HenkoB NBanog. Ille rnmacysam ,,3A*.

Jara: 12.01.2026 1. IMoamuc: .....c.oovvvvvviiiiinn....
rp. Codus (mor. m-p Bacun IleTkoB)
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1. Information for the PhD student

The doctoral candidate was enrolled in a PhD program at the Department of
International Economic Relations and Business, Faculty of International
Economics and Politics at the University of National and World Economy
(UNWE), in the scientific specialty World Economy and International
Economic Relations, in accordance with Order of the Rector of UNWE No.
1069/14 April 2021. The training was conducted in full-time form during the
period from 24 March 2021 to 24 March 2024, after which the doctoral studies
were transformed into part-time mode, and the dissertation defense is scheduled
within the legally established time limits. The doctoral candidate has fulfilled



the individual study plan and has met the minimum requirements for the
acquisition of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”. To date, he has
not held any academic positions at UNWE, outside UNWE, or in other research
organizations.

Konstantin Ivanov completed his Bachelor’s degree in International Economic
Relations (taught in English) in 2019 and his Master’s degree in International
Business (taught in English) in 2020 at the Department of International
Economic Relations and Business, UNWE, after which he became a full-time
doctoral student in the same department. In parallel with his doctoral studies, he
completed a Master’s program in English Philology — Language and Culture at
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. During his studies, he received
numerous awards from national and international English language
competitions and was a scholarship recipient of the America for Bulgaria
Foundation.

2. General characteristics of the PhD thesis

The dissertation submitted for review consists of an introduction, four chapters,
a conclusion, a list of references, lists of tables and figures, and seven
appendices (total volume of 267 pages, of which the main text comprises 198
pages).

The topic of the dissertation is timely and challenging. In a dynamically
changing world, Japan currently remains somewhat outside global
transformational processes, yet it retains its attractiveness as a destination for
doing business. The Japanese economy is the fourth largest in the world and
one of the most highly developed. In this sense, the study of market entry
opportunities—particularly under the conditions of Society 5.0, where the
emphasis is placed on the human being amid highly advanced technologies—
adds to and further develops the existing literature on the subject. All of this,
combined with the author’s interest in Japan, represents a strong premise for
research of a high scientific and applied level. Evidence of this can be found in
the skillfully selected and analyzed examples, which constitute an
unquestionable contribution of the doctoral candidate.

The introduction contains the main required elements—object, subject, aim, and
research tasks of the study. The aim of the dissertation and the research tasks
correspond to the content and direction of the research. The thesis is formulated
precisely and clearly, thereby outlining the main directions of the exposition.
The three main hypotheses are considered relevant to the stated thesis and
research objectives.



The doctoral candidate presents in detail the research methodology, the
consciously adopted limitations, and the difficulties encountered during the
research process. The author also provides a concise overview of the main
sources of information. At the end of the introduction, the structure and content
of the dissertation are outlined.

The first chapter is theoretical and conceptual in nature and examines strategies
for entering international markets. Classical and contemporary approaches to
internationalization are critically presented. Special attention is paid to
digitalization as a factor in the internationalization process. The presentation of
Porter’s Diamond offers a new perspective on its significance for international
business. At the end of the chapter, prior to the conclusions, the main strategies
for entering new markets are summarized.

The second chapter presents the author’s understanding of Society 5.0, first in
terms of its specific features and characteristics, and subsequently as an
opportunity for value creation through innovation. The study would not be
complete without a review of the evolution from Society 1.0 to Society 4.0,
which the author provides in section 2.3. A further contribution is the
identification of similarities and differences between Society 5.0 and the
Industry 4.0 concept. The author then expands the analysis by linking it to the
Sustainable Development Goals, the benefits for individuals and society, as
well as the barriers to its implementation. Prior to the conclusions of the second
chapter, the doctoral candidate outlines the main challenges faced by companies
under the conditions of Society 5.0.

The third chapter focuses on the Japanese macroeconomic environment, the
microenvironment, and consumer behavior, which are characterized by specific
features compared to other leading economies worldwide. The author places
particular emphasis on consumer behavior in Japan, examining it from different
perspectives and through various models, which are directly linked to the
objectives of the research. The strategies of leading foreign companies entering
the Japanese market are analyzed in detail.

The fourth chapter has significant practical relevance, as it focuses on Society
5.0 and Bulgarian and Japanese business. The specific features of Bulgarian—
Japanese relations are examined, with an emphasis on the level of awareness
within Bulgarian business regarding new approaches to entering the Japanese
market. A notable contribution of the doctoral candidate is the second part of
the chapter, which focuses on the relationship between a Japanese company and
Bulgarian business, with particular emphasis on cooperation with the Bulgarian
company LB Bulgaricum EAD. Valuable conclusions are drawn and
recommendations are made that may be applied in business practice. Prior to



the conclusions of the fourth chapter, the author examines the contribution of
the company Meiji to the transition toward Society 5.0.

The conclusion summarizes the main findings reached by the author throughout
the study. These findings possess high scientific and practical value.

More commonly in dissertation works, the lists of tables and figures are placed
immediately after the table of contents; however, it is the author’s prerogative
to decide where to position them.

The appendices complement, expand, and enrich the analysis and conclusions
of the doctoral candidate. They are skillfully selected and are relevant to the
topic of the research.

The presented work possesses high scientific, scientific-applied, and practical
value, as it is devoted to a topic that is specific, timely, and useful both for
academia and for business practice.

3. Assessment of the scientific and practical results

The presented dissertation contains both scientific and applied contributions
that enrich existing theory and practice.
As a result of the above analysis, it can be concluded that the aim and
objectives of the research have been successfully achieved, and that the main
thesis has been proven within the framework of the stated hypotheses. The main
scientific and scientific-applied results can be summarized in the following
directions:
« excellent command of the relevant literature;
. thorough conceptualization and critical analysis of internationalization
processes and strategies for entering foreign markets;
« in-depth research covering all dimensions of Society 5.0;
. throughout the exposition, the thesis, hypotheses, research aim, and
objectives are substantiated,;
. the research methodology is engaging, clearly explained, and
successfully applied;
« asubstantial volume of empirical data has been collected, processed, and
analyzed, part of which is difficult to access;
« the Bulgarian perspective, analysis, and recommendations regarding the
Japanese environment constitute an additional contribution by the author;
. the analysis of relations between Bulgarian and Japanese companies
represents a valuable guide for those seeking to enter the Japanese
market;
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. the survey questions are well selected and well formulated, effectively
supporting the author’s research;

. the examined case studies further enrich the dissertation and contribute to
enhancing its overall quality;

. the application of two consumer behavior models in combination
represents an unconventional yet successful approach;

o formulation of recommendations for Bulgarian companies regarding
approaches to adaptation to the Japanese market;

« the conclusions are well substantiated and goal-oriented;

. the scientific apparatus is applied correctly and with a high degree of
precision.

The presented dissertation reveals scientific and scientific-applied contributions
that enrich existing theory and practice.

Based on the above, it can be concluded that the research aim and objectives
have been achieved and that the main thesis has been substantiated under the
stated hypotheses.

4. Assessment of the scientific and practical contributions

In the dissertation abstract, the author presents the contributions of the
dissertation. These contributions may be accepted, although they could be
formulated in a more synthesized manner and listed more concisely (within a
total of three summarized conclusions). In addition, the author has employed an
appropriate combination of research methods to demonstrate and substantiate
the research objectives, tasks, thesis, and hypotheses. Ultimately, the most
important task of the dissertation has been accomplished, and despite the
complexity of the topic, | consider that the author has addressed it at a high
scientific and applied level.

5. Assessment of the publications connected with the PhD thesis

The publications related to the topic of the dissertation meet the required
minimum standards. They demonstrate that the doctoral candidate has worked
on and reflected upon the research problem systematically and consistently over
the past three years, with a clear focus on the subject of the study. In addition,
through these publications, the author’s main achievements, ideas, and research
interests have been made publicly accessible. In the process of pursuing the
doctoral degree, the author has presented this work at international conferences,
and the published scientific articles are indexed in DOAJ (Directory of Open
Access Journals) and CEEOL (Central and Eastern European Online Library):
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6. Assessment of the autoreferate

The presented dissertation abstract meets the established requirements. At the
beginning, it outlines the relevance and significance of the topic, the object and
subject of the research, the aim and objectives of the study, as well as the
research thesis and hypotheses of the dissertation. The fourth section of the
abstract presents the methodology, limitations, challenges, and information
sources. This is followed by the table of contents of the dissertation, a concise
exposition, and the conclusions. The eighth section contains the main scientific
and applied contributions, and the final section lists the publications related to
the dissertation topic. In accordance with the requirements, the abstract in
English is also included thereafter.

The doctoral candidate has conscientiously presented the key issues and
achievements of the dissertation in the abstract. The most important research
results are included, along with a well-founded presentation of the evidence
supporting the thesis and its three hypotheses. The presented contributions
correspond to the topic and to the main parameters defined in the introduction.

7. Critical notes, recommendations, and questions
| have no remarks or recommendations regarding the dissertation submitted for

review. During the defense procedure, | would like the author to address the
following question:
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“How can the Bulgarian state support domestic companies in entering the
Japanese market under contemporary conditions?”

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, the dissertation submitted for review possesses the
necessary qualities and merits, which gives me solid grounds to express my
unequivocally positive opinion in favor of awarding the educational and
scientific degree “Doctor of Economics” (PhD) in the scientific field “World
Economy and International Economic Relations” to the doctoral candidate
Konstantin Tsenkov Ivanov.

| will vote IN FAVOR.

January 12 2026 Signature: .........c.ooeeeeeeneinn.n.
Sofia (Assoc. Prof. Vasil Petkov, PhD)
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