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1. NUndopmanus 3a qucepTanTa
Jlucepmanmvm ce e 0b6yuasan no dokmopcka npoepama kvm kameopa ,, MHO u
buznec”, gaxyrmem ,Medxcoynapoona uxonomuxa u norumura‘“ va YHCC no
Hayuna cneyuannocm ,,Ceemosno cmonancmeo u MHO“ Obyuenuemo e c
UBNBIHEH UHOUBUOYANeH NIAH U € OCbUeCmBeHO 8 3a004Ha Gopma noo
HayyHOmo pwvKooocmeo Ha npogh. oun bucmpa boesa. [ucepmanmvm e

noonucan 0eKaiapayus 3a OPUSUHAIHOCH HA OUCEPMAYUOHHUSL MPYO CHbeAACHO
npasunama na YHCC.

2. O01ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA MpeICTABEHUSs TUCEPTANMOHEH TPY/
Jlucepmayuonnusm mpyo e ogopmen 6 wemupu enasu u e 8 obem om 198
CMPAaHUYyU OCHOBEH MeKCm Kamo e6Kaw4ea obwo 322 jumepamyphu
usmoynuxka, 277 om Koumo Ha aHenuticku e3ux. Ilvpea 2nasa
., Mumepnayuonanuzayuama na OusHeca u cmpameeuume 3a HABIU3AHE HA
MedHCOYHapoOHume nazapu‘‘ 6KIOY6A nem mMOYKU U U3800u. Bmopa enasa



,,Obwecmeo 5.0- ¢pakmop 6 cvepemennHomo 6usHec obKpvoiceHue 8 Anonus
8KII046A Oedem MOYKU U u3800u. Tpema enasa ,, OOKpwocenue u cmpameuu-
ANOHCKUAM NA3ap U YCI108Usl 3a HAGIU3AHE HA YYHCOeCMPpaHHUme KOMNAHUU "
gKa04U6a cedem mouku u uzeoou. Yemewvpma enasa , Obwecmeo 5.0 u
Oveapckusm busnec ekousa 0ee uacmu- 3a Excno om 1970 2. 0o 2025 2. u
3a napmuvopcmeomo Ha snonckama komnauus Meiji ¢ 6wvreapckama gupma
,En bu Byneapuym* EAJ]. Pazoenenuemo 6 uemupu 2naéu e 0OOCHOBAHO.
Cmpykmypama Ha mexcma e omHocumenHo o6anancupana. Ilooxoovm 3a
Pasnuceane Ha Yemsvpma 21a6a Om OUCEPMayuama 6 08e 4acmu € NPULOHNCUM.
Llenma na oucepmayusima e oa ce uscireosa xouyenyusma Obwecmeo 5.0 u
onpeodenswume i akmopu Kakmo u 8b30eucmeuemo um 8vpxy npoyeca Ha
UHMEPHAYUOHAIU3AYUS HA hupmume ¢ 021ed Y8eIulasane Ha eqpeKkmueHocmma
U yCmouuyugocmma npu HAGIU3AHemOo UM Ha ANoHcKus nasap. Obexkmvm u
npeomemvm Ha U3C1e08aHe 3d NPABUTIHO POPMYIUPAHU C 027led NOCMABeHamd
HayuHa yen. [ucepmayusma 6K1048a 0esem HAy4HU 3a0ayu om 21e0Ha mouKd
MmeopemuyHO-MemooON02UYHY U NPAKMUKO-NPULONCEHU  ACNeKmU  Ha
paspabomkama, GKIOYUMENHO AHKEMHO NPOYyUBaHe, KA3yC U NpenopbKU KbM
owvreapckume ¢upmu. Tezama Ha asémopa e, uye YCNEWHOMO HABAIU3AHE HA
anouckus nasap 6 ycaoeuama na Obwecmeo 5.0 u3zuckea cmpamecudecku
no0X00, KOemo 6KI0Y8A KOHKPEMHU MOOenu 3d UHMEPHAYUOHATUZAYUS,
oueumanuzayus, UHOBAYUU, YCMou4YU8o pazeumue, KyJamypHa a0anmueHocm u
0bI20CPOYHU napmHbopcmea. B nookpena na mezama ca ¢oopmynupanu u mpu
pabomuu xunomesu- NvpPEO, OmM 2leOHd MOYKA HA Mmpaucgopmayusma Ha
MPAOUYUOHHUME KOHKYPEHMHU (HaKkmopu, 6mopo, Oom 2leOHd MOYKA Ha
UBUCKBAHUAMA 3a BUCOKA CMEeNneH HA MEeXHON02UYHA U UHOBAMUBHA 20MOBHOC
Ha uyscoecmpanHume KOMIAHUU, HABIU3AWU HA SANOHCKUS NA3ap, mpemo, om
2IeOHA MOYKA HA BBb3MONCHOCMU 34 HAMANAB8AHEe HA UHQOOPMAYUOHHAMA
acumempus 3a upmu- yuacmuuyu Ha Excno 2025 6 Ocaka, xoumo dicenasm
0a HA8IA3am HA ANOHCKUS NA3ap.

3axknouenuemo Mu e, Ye GCUYUKU eNeMEeHmuU C8bp3aHu ¢ obwama
Xapakmepucmuka Ha OUCePMAyUoOHHUs mpyo ca U3BE0eHU HPABUTIHO U
000CHOBAHO U NPeOCmaseHusm OUCEpPMAYUOHeH mpyo e 3a8bPUIeH 8 CEOAmMA
YALOCM.

3. OneHka Ha MOJyYeHUTE HAYYHU W HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH
Memooonocusma Ha usciedsane 6 OUCEPMAYUOHHUSL MPYO  BKIHOUBA
MPAOUYUOHHU NOOXO00U KAMO aHAIU3 HA IUmMepamypd, aHaiu3 Ha OAHHU,
aHKemHo npoyueane, KazyceH nooxoo. [lucepmayuama nocmass cedem
02pAHUYeHUs. 2eo0cpag@cKo, MemoOO0I02UUHO, CHbObPHCAMETHO, BDPEMEBO,
CYOeKMUBHO, UHPOPMAYUOHHO U NO OMHOUIEHUE HA u3ciedeanume QupMu.



Temama npeononaea MHOICECMBO 3aMPYOHEHUsL 3 ABMOPA OM 21e0HA MOYKA
HA U3NOJI36AH €3UK U HeBBLIMOICHOC 30 KOIUYECMBEeH AHAIU3 HA OaHHUMe.

OCHOBHU HAYYHU U HAYYHO-NPUTONCHU Dpe3yimamu om OOKMOpaHma ca
ONUCAHU U AHATUZUPAHU 8 Hemupume 2nasu Ha paspabomxama. Ilvpsea enasa
pasenexcoa mpaouyuoHHume meopuu U nooxoou 3d UHMEPHAYUOHAIUZAYUS
Kamo ¢haxmopume 3a KOHKYPEHMHO NPeOUMCm80 cd paseledanu om 2leoHd
mouka Ha enuanuemo na Oowecmeo 5.0 6vpxy 6vI2APO-ANOHCKAMA MBPLOBUSL.
OcHognume pe3yimamu ca C8bP3aHUu C NPenopvKU 3a Npepaseiedxncoane Ha
Klacuieckume meopuu ¢ oeled Ha Nno-000pama um NpUIONCUMOC 8
koumexcma Ha Obwecmeo 5.0. Eonospemenno ¢ moea e 000CHOB8AHO, He
u360pa Ha N00X00 3a UHMEPHAYUOHAIUZAYUS MPAO6a 8UHACU Oa ce CboOPaA3s8a
C VHUKQIHOCMMA HA NA3apa U He208ust mexHojiocuder Hanpedvk. Bmopa enasa
ananuzupa obcmotino esoaroyuama na Obwecmso 4.0 xvm Obwecmeso 5.0,
BKIIOYUMENHO 8 eOuHcmeo cve 17-me Llenu 3a ycmouiuuso passumue. Bcuuxu
me3u MNOCMAHOBKU €A AHATUSUPAHU 68 KOHMEKCMA HA Nposelcoanama
UKoHoMu4ecka u obusnec noaumuxa na Anonus. OcnosHume pesyimamu 8 masu
2nasa ca ¢ C8bP3AHU C APSYMEHMAyusima HAa aemopa, ue YeeaudeHamd
npoU3B0OUMENIHOCI 8 ANOHCKAMA UKOHOMUKA 8 cieocmeue Ha Obwecmeo 5.0
ce OBbIdNCU OCHOBHO HA UHOBAMUBHU MEXHONO02UU 3a NO-000bp, KauecmeeH U
ycmouuus xcusom Ha HaceireHuemo. To3u acnexm OdonpuHnacs 3a HamManAaeame
HA pazxooume HA MeCOYHapoOHume Komnauvuu 8 Anonus u cv3oasanemo Ha
no-8ucoka 0obasena cmouHocm 3a nompeoumenume. Tpema 2nasa ouepmasa
VCI08UAMA 34 HABIU3AHE HA YYHcOUme KOMNAHUU, BKIIOUUMENTHO DbaeapcKume
6 Anonus. Ananuzupanume moodeau ca ooOwonpuemu 8 MedCOYHAPOOHUS
Mapkemune u 8 MedcOyHapoOHUus meHuoddcmovum. [1ooxoosaw nazapen mooen 3a
ovieapckume gupmu e B2B mooden, xoiimo ce npedonpedens om cepuosnama
eeoepaghcka omoanieueHocm Ha CMpaHama U CbWeBPemMeHHO U3UCKEA MHO20
nogeue 0moadeHoCcm, YCuuus U 63aumMHo oosepue. Hezasucumo om
be3cnopHume npeouMcmea Ha SINOHCKUSL nasap, KOumo 3a C80emo pazsumue
pasuuma OCHOBHO HA BHOCHU CYPOBUHU U KOMNOHEHMU, AHANU3LM cmued 00
u3600a, ye nNoO-cepuozHume oapuepu npeo uyscoecmparHHume Q@upMuU ca
CBbLP3AHU C NPeOnoYUMAHUemo Ha SANOHCKUMe KOMNAauuu oa pabomsam ¢
MECMHU NAPMHbOPU U C B3UCKAMETHOCMMA HA ANOHCKUmMe nompeoumenu KoM
sUCOKOKauecmeenu cmoku. Yemevpma onasa e NpaKmuKO-NPULONCHA U
8KAIOUBA aHKemHO npoyusane ¢ 11 evnpoca kvm 55 Owaeapcku upmu c
npUCvLCMeue Ha ANOHCKUA nazap, ObiOOYUHHO UHMEPBIO U KA3YCHO U3CAE08AHe.
Pezynmamume couam, ye 6vreapckume napmuvopu He NO3HABAM OOCMAMBYHO
konyenyuama QObwecmeo 5.0 xapaxmepuna 3a sanonckus naszap. Ouesu
Ovreapcku gupmu, Koumo ca ycnewiHu napmuvopu 3a Anonus noaazam



0B120200UWHO VCUNUSL 30 CHEMECMHA HAYYHO-PA36OUHA OCUHOCM C AKYeHm
8bPXY eKON02UYHAMA CLOOPAZHOCH HA NPOOYKMUMe.

3axknoueHuemo Mu e, uYe U3NON36AHAMA MEMOOON02Us U NOCMUSHAMUMe
pe3yamamu cie08am YCHeuwHo uU3NviHeHUuemo Ha NoCMageHama Hay4Ha yei u
3a0auu 8 oucepmayuonnus mpyo. Tezama u mpume Xunomesu ca YCHEUHO
00KA3aHU 8 3aKIIOYEeHUEmO HA OUCEPMAYUOHHUSL MPYO.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHH MPHUHOCH

B oucepmayuonnua mpyo ca useedenu nem npunoca. Dopmyrupanume
NPUHOCU Ca C8bP3aHU C (POKYca HA AHATUBUPAHUME 8bNPOCU 8 OMOeTHUmMe
enasu. Tpu om msax ca ¢ meopemuKo-npuiodNcer Xapakmep u ce C8bp38am
OCHOBHO C 0bocamssame U AKMYAIHU UHMEPNpemayuu Ha Cobuecmay8auu
meopuu, nooxoou u cmpameeuu. Tezu mpu npunoca ca 0obpe o0bocHosanu,
apeymenmupanu u 2u npuemam. Ocmanarume 08a NPUHOCA €A NPAKMUKO-
npunodxcuu. Taxuomo npucvcmeue e npasuino oxycupano. Iloseue demaiinu u
NOSCHEHUsl 34 Cheyuukama Ha Kazyca u npenopvKume 3a ao0anmayusi Ha
Ovacapckume Qupmu e HeodX0OUMO Npu PA3NUCBAHEMO HA Yem8bpmu U nemu
NPUHOC.

5. OneHka Ha MyOJMKANMUTE 10 AUCEPTAIUATA
Jucepmanmvm e nyoauxysan eOna cmamus u 08a 00KIA0A NO memama Ha
oucepmayuonnusi mpyo. Ilyonuxkayuume ca 3a nepuooa 2023-2025 2. u ca 6
UHOEKCUPAaHU U30AHUSA, BKIIOUUMENHO HA aHenulcku e3ux. Ilpedcmasenume
nYOIUKAYUYU UMam OMHOUuleHUe KoM memama u U3NviHAGam U3UCK8AHUAMA 34
UBUCKYEeM MUHUMYM.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara
Aemopegepamvm e cvcmasen Ha OvacapcKu u Ha avenuucku esux. Odwusam
obem e om 66 cmpanuyu, pecnekmueno 34 cmpaHuyu Ha OBICAPCKU E3UK.
Texcmvm 6KMI046a BCUYKU OCHOBHU elleMeHmu Om CmpyKkmypama Ha
asemopegepam 3a Oucepmayus U OmMpasaa  OOCHOBEPHO  HEUHOMO
CbOBPIICAHUE.

/. KputuuHu 0ejie:KKH, IPeNnoOpbKH U BHIIPOCH
Hamam cvwecmeenu 6enedcku uiu npenopvku KoM OUCEPMAYUOHHUS MPYO.
Aemopvm e ouepman u mpu cvuwecmeeHu HACoOKU 8 Dvboewume cmpameuu 3a
uUHmepHayuonatuzayus Ha obvreapckume upmu 6 Anonus.
Bvnpocvm mu kvm dokmopanm Heanos e: Mooweme au oa npedocmasume
KOHKPEMHU npuMepu om npoyueaHusm 6u 3a Ovazapckume upmu Ha AINOHCKUSL
nasap, Koumo O0eMOHCMPpUpam Kax MOYHO AKAOEMUUHOMO CbMPYOHUYECMEO,



HayuHume U3CIe08AHUSA U CEMUHAPU €A OONPUHECTU 3d MIAXHOMO YCHEeUHO
adanmupane KoM mpancopmayuume 6 sANOHCKama OusHec cpeod 8
kowmekcma Ha Obwecmeo 5.0 u kakeu ca Oulu KoaUYecmeeHume UiU
KauecmeeHu pe3yimamu om me3u UHUYUAMueu?

8. 3akJiiouenue
L[anocmnama mu npeyeunka e, ye asmopvm e u3opan axmyaieH npoonem 3a
amanu3 6 ceos OucepmayuoHeH mpyo U CbC CEOUME HAYYHU U HAYYHO-
NPUTLONCHU MBPCEHUSL 0002amA8a CbUleCm8y8auomo 3Hanue U npaKmuxa.
Lucepmayuonnuam mpyo na ooxmopanm Koumcmanmun [lenxkos Heanosg ce
OMIUYABA C XAPAKMEPUCIUKUME HA YAIOCMHO U 3A8bPULEHO CAMOCMOSMENHO
HayuHo uzcieosare. /{ucepmayuonHusm mpyo ,,Cmpamezuu 3a Haenu3ane Ha
ANOHCKUA nazap 6 yciaosusa na Odwecmeo 5.0 omeosaps na ycinosusma 3a
npuoodbusane Ha oopazoeamentHa U HaAy4Ha cmenem ,,00Kkmop” no 00KmopcKa
npoepama ,,C6emoBHO CMONAHCMEO U  MEHCOYHAPOOHU UKOHOMUYECKU
omHowenus”.
Bv3 ocnosa Ha 2opeusnoowcenomo 0asam ROJOMHCUMENHA OUEHKA HA
npeocmaseHus oucepmayuonen mpyo u npeonazam Ha Yeasicaemomo HAy4HO
acypu  0a nookpenu peuweHue “3A7 u O0a npucvOu Ha OOKMOPAHM
Koncmanmun Illenkoe Heanoe obOpazosamennama u Hayuywa cmenem
,00kmop” no  Ookmopcka npoepama ,,C6emoeHo  CMOnaHcmeo  u
MeHCOYHAPOOHU UKOHOMUYECKU OMHOWEeHUs " .

20.01.2026 / rp. Bapna [Toarmuc:
(mpod. 1-p Becenuna Jlumutposa)
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Department of International economic relations, University of
Economics- Varna

Scientific specialty ,,World Economy and International Relations “

Subject: PhD thesis/ Dissertation for the award of the educational and
scientific degree “PhD Doctor” in the scientific specialty “World
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defense of the PhD thesis/ Dissertation according to Order No 2701/01.10.2024
of the Rector of the UNWE- Sofia

1. Information on the PhD Candidate

The PhD candidate underwent training in the doctoral program at the
Department of International Economic Relations and Faculty of International
Economics and Politics at the University of National and World Economy-
Sofia specializing in "World Economy and International Economic Relations".
The training adhered to a fully implemented individual plan and was conducted
in part-time mode under the scientific supervision of Prof. DSc Bistra Boeva.
The candidate signed a declaration of originality for the dissertation in
accordance with its university regulations.



2. General Characteristics of the Submitted Dissertation

The dissertation comprises four chapters totaling 198 pages of main text,
incorporating 322 literature sources, 277 of which are in English. Chapter
One, "Internationalization of Business and Strategies for Entering International
Markets" includes five sections and conclusions. Chapter Two, "Society 5.0 — A
Factor in the Contemporary Business Environment in Japan' encompasses nine
sections and conclusions. Chapter Three, "Environment and Strategies — The
Japanese Market and Conditions for the Entry of Foreign Companies" features
seven sections and conclusions. Chapter Four, "' Society 5.0 and the Bulgarian
Business" divides into two parts: Expo from 1970 to 2025 and the partnership
between the Japanese company Meiji and the Bulgarian firm LB Bulgaricum
JSC. The division into four chapters is justified, the text structure is relatively
balanced, and the subdivision of Chapter Four into two parts is appropriate.
The dissertation's objective is to investigate the Society 5.0 concept and its
defining factors, along with their impact on firm internationalization processes
to enhance efficiency and sustainability in entering the Japanese market. The
research object and subject are appropriately formulated to align with the
scientific aim. It addresses nine scientific tasks from theoretical-methodological
and practical-applied perspectives, including a survey, case study, and
recommendations for Bulgarian firms. The author's thesis posits that successful
entry into the Japanese market under Society 5.0 conditions requires a strategic
approach encompassing specific internationalization models, digitalization,
innovation, sustainable development, cultural adaptability, and long-term
partnerships. This thesis is supported by three working hypotheses: first,
regarding the transformation of traditional competitive factors; second,
concerning the high technological and innovative readiness required of foreign
companies entering the Japanese market; and third, on opportunities to reduce
information asymmetry for firms participating in Expo 2025 in Osaka seeking
Japanese market entry.

In conclusion, all elements of the dissertation's general characteristics are
correctly and justifiably derived, rendering the work complete in its entirety.

3. Assessment of Scientific and Applied Scientific Results

The research methodology employs traditional approaches such as literature
analysis, data analysis, survey, and case study methods. The dissertation
identifies seven limitations: geographical, methodological, substantive,
temporal, subjective, informational, and pertaining to the firms studied. The



topic presents challenges for the author, including the language use and the
impossibility of quantitative data analysis.

Key scientific and applied scientific results are described and analyzed across
the four chapters. Chapter One examines traditional internationalization
theories and approaches, analyzing competitive advantage factors from the
perspective of Society 5.0's influence on Bulgarian-Japanese trade. The
primary results involve recommendations to revise classical theories for better
applicability in the Society 5.0 context, emphasizing that internationalization
approach selection must account for market uniqueness and technological
advancement. Chapter Two comprehensively analyzes the evolution from
Society 4.0 to Society 5.0, integrating it with the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals, within Japan's economic and business policy framework. The main
results substantiate the author's argument that heightened productivity in the
Japanese economy under Society 5.0 stems primarily from innovative
technologies fostering better, higher-quality, and sustainable living for the
population, thereby reducing costs for international firms in Japan and creating
higher added value for consumers. Chapter Three delineates entry conditions
for foreign companies, including Bulgarian ones, into Japan, using established
models from international marketing and management. A suitable market model
for Bulgarian firms is B2B, predicated on geographical remoteness and
demanding greater commitment, effort, and mutual trust. Despite the Japanese
market's advantages—relying on imported raw materials and components—the
analysis concludes that major barriers for foreign firms arise from Japanese
companies' preference for local partners and consumers' exigency for high-
quality goods. Chapter Four is practically oriented, featuring a survey with 11
guestions to 55 Bulgarian firms present on the Japanese market, in-depth
interview, and case study. Results indicate insufficient familiarity among
Bulgarian partners with the Society 5.0 concept characteristic of the Japanese
market. Successful Bulgarian partners invest long-term efforts in joint R&D,
emphasizing ecological compatibility of products.

In conclusion, the employed methodology and achieved results successfully
fulfill the dissertation's scientific aim and tasks, the thesis and three hypotheses
are duly substantiated.



4, Assessment of Scientific and Applied Scientific Contributions

The dissertation derives five contributions aligned with the focus of analyzed
Issues across chapters. Three are theoretical-applied, enriching and providing
contemporary interpretations of existing theories, approaches, and strategies;
these are well-substantiated, argued, and accepted. The remaining two
contributions are practically-applied, appropriately focused, but though
additional details and clarifications on the specifics and case adaptation of
recommendations for Bulgarian firms are needed for the fourth and fifth
contributions.

5. Assessment of Dissertation-Related Publications

The candidate published one article and two papers on the dissertation topic,
spanning 2023-2025 period, in indexed proceedings and volumes, including
English-language ones. These publications relate to the theme of the
dissertation and meet the minimum requirements.

6. Assessment of the Abstract

The abstract is prepared in Bulgarian and English, totaling 66 pages (34 in
Bulgarian). It includes all essential structural elements of a dissertation
abstract and accurately reflects the full content of the PhD thesis.

7. Critical Remarks, Recommendations, and Questions

No substantive remarks or recommendations are offered for the dissertation.
The author delineates three key directions for future internationalization
strategies of Bulgarian firms in Japan.

Question to PhD candidate lvanov: Can you provide specific examples from
your study of Bulgarian firms on the Japanese market demonstrating how
academic collaboration, scientific research, and seminars have contributed to
their successful adaptation to transformation into the Japanese business
environment within the Society 5.0 context, and what were the quantitative or
qualitative results of these initiatives?

8. Conclusion

The overall assessment is that the author selected a timely issue for analysis,
enriching existing knowledge and practice through scientific and applied
scientific inquiry.



The dissertation by PhD candidate Konstantin Tsankov Ivanov exemplifies a
comprehensive, complete, independent scientific investigation. The work
"Strategies for Entering the Japanese Market in the Context of Society 5.0"
meets the requirements for awarding the educational and scientific degree
"PhD Doctor” in the doctoral program “"World Economy and International
Economic Relations".

Based on the foregoing, a positive evaluation of the submitted dissertation is
given, and the Esteemed Scientific Jury is recommended to support a "YES"
decision, awarding PhD candidate Konstantin Tsankov lvanov the educational
and scientific degree "PhD Doctor" in the doctoral program "World Economy
and International Economic Relations."

20.01.2026 / Varna Signature:
(Prof. Dr. Vesselina Dimitrova)
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