YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBHUIIE

Ot:  ooy. 0-p Kanoan Paoocmunos Jumumpos, YHCC, nayuna cneyuainocm
HUronomuka u ynpasnenue.

OTHOCHO:  JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPy 3a MPUCHXKIaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTeiHA U Hay4YHa
CTereH ,A0KTop* no [IH 3.8 MkoHoMuKa, Hayuna cneyuainocm
,, Opeanuzayus u ynpaeieHue u3evH cgepama Ha MAmMepuaiHomo
npoU3B00CME0 (UHMENeKMYAIHa COOCMBEHOCM 6 MBOpYECKUme
unoycmpuu) 8 YHCC.

ABTOp Ha TUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPY/I: Hckpen Emunoe Koncmanmunos
TeMa Ha TUCEepTALIMOHHUS TPY/I: Humenexmyanna cobcmeenocm u
UHOBAYUOHHO — JUOEPCME0 —  B83AUMOBPB3KU U (DAKMOpHA

06yCJ106€HOCm 3a bu3zHec U UKOHOMUUECKO paseumue

OcHnoeanue 3a IpeCTaBSHE HA CTAHOBUIIIETO: YYAaCTUE B ChCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO
KypU 1O 3alllUTa Ha JUCEPTAllMOHHMSA TpyA cbruacHo 3amoBern  Ne
219/29.01.2026 na 3am.-pexropa no H1UJ] na YHCC.

1. NUndopmanus 3a 1ucepTanTa

JlucepTanThT ce € oOydaBaj IO JOKTOPCKAa IporpamMa KbM Kameopda
~HAumenexmyanna coocmseenocm u mexuonocuuen mpancghep“ nHa YHCC mo
JOKTOpCKa mporpama ,,OpeanHuzayus u ynpasieHue us3eévH cgepama Ha
MAMePUAIHOMO NPOU3600CME0 (UHMENeKMYAIHA COOCMEEHOCH NO OMpACIiL)
cbritacHo 3amoBena Ha pekropa Ha YHCC Ne 593/22.03.2019 r. O0y4enuero ¢
OCBIIIECTBEHO B penoBHa dopma mpe3 nepuoga 07.03.2019 - 07.03.2022 u B
MOCJIE/ICTBHE B 3a70uHa (opMa 10 HETOBOTO OTYHCIISIBAHE C MPABO Ha 3aIlUTa

Ha JAucepTauuoHeH Tpyd, cuutaHo oT 23.01.2026 r. B 3amoBexg Ne
246/30.01.2026 r. na pexropa nHa YHCC.



2. O01ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA MpPeICTABEHUs TUCEPTANMOHEH TPY/

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPy € pa3paboTeH B YBO/JI, TPH TJIaBH, 3aKJIIOUCHHUE U
U3MOJ3BaHa JHUTeparypa, MHpelcTaBisBamu odeM ot 265 ctp. Ilpoydenu u
KOPEKTHO ca IuTUpaHu B Tpynaa 199 nurepaTypHu M3TOYHHMKA, OT KOUTO HaJ
130 Ha aHTIWHCKHM €3WK, TMOKa3Ballll 3HAYMM OOXBAaT Ha CHCIHATM3UpaHaTa
nuteparypa. CTpyKTypUpaHETO Ha TpyJa MpPOU3TUYA OT BbBEJCHATa B HETOBUS
YBOJ KOHIENTyaJdHa paMKa, KOSITO Ce OTIMYaBa C yOeIWTEeNHa JOrHYecKa
MOCJIETIOBATETHOCT U OCUTYPSIBA COJIMJHU MPEANOCTABKH 332 €IHO KayeCTBEHO
JUCEPTALIMOHHO M3CIEABAaHE B HEroBaTa ISUIOCT, U KOATO OLICHSIBAaM BHCOKO, a
OCHOBAHMSITA Ca KaKTO CJIE/IBA:

e MHoro 100pa apryMeHTanus Ha aKTyaJHOCTTa ¥ 3HAaYMMOCTTa Ha TeMarta
Ha JUCEPTAIllMOHHUS TpPyAd, BKJI. C JIOKA3aTelICTBA, Y€ TS MPEACTaBIsABA
HEJOCTaThYHO pa3paboTeHa ,,HuIIa*“, 0COOEHO B METOUYEH U MPUJIOKEH IJIaH.

o Ilpemm3no npedunHupanu OOEKT W TpeaAMET Ha AUCEPTALUOHHOTO
M3CJIeBaHe; OCHOBHA IIeJl, IEKOMITIO3MpaHa B KIFOYOBU M3CIIEOBATEIICKU 33]a9u
3a M3MBJIHEHHE, OCHOBHA W3CIENOBATENICKA Te3a; MOIXOAM W METOAU Ha
M3CIIEIBAHETO, KAKTO OTPAaHHUEHUS Ha U3CIIEABAHETO.

o llenTa u M3cieqoBaTENCKUTE 33a7a9l Ca B CHHXPOH C O0EKTa M MpeaMeTa,
a CbBpPEMEHHHUS HMHCTpPyMEHTapuyM (TMOAXOAM M METOJIM) Ha H3CJIEABAHE €
MpeocTaBKa 3a JIOKa3BaHe Ha M3CJe0BaTeNICcKaTa Te3a.

3. OneHka Ha MOJyYeHUTe HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHH Pe3yJITaTH

Ha 6a3a TeopernyeH M eMIUpHYEH aHAIW3 HAa M3TOYHHIIM JOKTOPAHT
KoHCTaHTHHOB JocTUTa 10 BaXKHH 32 JIMCEPTALMOHHOTO H3CJICIBAHE HAYYHU U
HayYHO-TIPUIIOKHH PE3YITaTH, CPEI KOUTO OTKPOSBAM CIICTHUTE:

e ApryMeHTHpaHU ca yOeIWUTEIHU KIFOUOBH IMOHSTHS, KATO ca HAlpaBeHU
aBTOpOBH pPa0OTHU JAeUHUIIMM Ha WHOBAllMs, WHOBAIIMOHHA CHCTEMA,
WHOBAIMOHHA CTPATETUsl, KAKTO U 332 MHOBAIIMOHHO JIUJIEPCTBO HA HUBO JIBPIKABA,
0o0OBBp3aHa ¢ MATEHTHATa AaKTUBHOCT.

e OOorareHa e kimacuQpHUKauUsATa Ha UHOBALIMOHHU CYOEKTH - CHBKYITHOCT
OT OpraHu3allH, CPeJ KOWUTO AbpKaBaTa M CbHCTABIABAIIUTE 5 WHCTUTYIINH,
IbP)KAaBHUTE BHUCIIM YUYWIMINA, W OusHec (TIPOM3BOJICTBEHH U THPTOBCKH)
MPENNPUSITUS - OTYATAIIA TyalTHATa UM IIPUPOJIA B peJalusTa ¢ JIMASPCTBOTO.

e VYCTaHOBEHHM ca JOKa3aTeJICTBEeHW (akTh, Ha Oa3aTa Ha KOWTO ca
dbopmynupann 17 mpenopbku 3a OCHOBHUM HMHOBAIIMOHHU CyOekTu B bbarapus,
LEJSIIIM Pa3BUTHE HA HAyKaTa, TEXHOJOTUUTE, KOMIIETEHIIMUTE W aJalTHBHOCTTA
Ha CyOeKTHTE KbM HMHOBAIIMUTE W POJSITA Ha WHTEJCKTyaliHaTa COOCTBEHOCT, 3a
LEeJIUTE Ha IBJITOCPOYHOTO MHOBAIIMOHHO Pa3BUTHE HA CTPAHATA.

Bucoka e omneHkata MM 3a H3Cle[OBaTelcKaTa METOAOJOTHATa, a
MOCTM)KCHUSITA HAa aBTOpa TYK ca:



e PaspaboTeH aBTOpPOB MOJEN 3a OlleHKa W TMOA00p Ha MPENOpBhKU 3a
pa3BuTHE Ha OBJITapCKaTa MHOBAIIMOHHA CHCTEMa CHCTEMaTa, OTYMTAI POJIATAa Ha
MHTEJIEKTyalHaTa COOCTBEHOCT.

e BbBexaaHe B Mojiena Ha MOAXOSAIIM TPU MOAYJIA U TIET KPUTEPHUsI, YUETO
MPUJIOKEHUE OCUTYpSIBA BB3MPUEMAHETO HA MPOMEHJIMBUTE B JUCEPTALMOHHOTO
HU3CJICBaHE.

e Pa3paboTBaHe Ha 5-CTENEHHA CKaja 3a OlLEHKAa Ha MPUCHCTBHETO Ha
WHTEJIEKTyaJlHaTa COOCTBEHOCT B CTPATETUYECKU JOKYMEHTH.

e [lpenn3HO U3BBPIIECH CPABHUTEJICH aHAIU3 HAa XAPAKTEPUCTUKUTE HA TET
nbpxxaBu-uHoBanonnn gmuaepu (CAILl, Kwurait, T'epmanus, IOxna Kopes,
Snonwus) 1 Te3u Ha OBJATapCKaTa cpena.

Pesynrarute OT M3cnenBaHeTO B AUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPYA JaBaT yOeTUTEITHU
OCHOBAHMS W JIOKa3aTeJICTBAa 3a M3IIBJIHEHHWE Ha IIOCTaBeHara Il u
W3CIEIOBATEIICKA 3a/lauM; 3a MOTBBPKIAABAHE HAa W3CJIEAOBATEIICKA Te3a; 3a
MPUJIOKHUMOCTTA U TIOJIE3HOCTTA HA aBTOPOBUS MOJET U NIPENOPBKUTE KbM HETO.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHUA TPUHOCH

W3usno mpuemam mnpuHocute, mocoueHn oT Uckpern KoncTranTuHOB B
CrIpaBKaTa Ha aBTopedepara Ha AUcepTalMOHHUS TpyI. Te ca peaaHu, MpOU3THYAT
OT ISUIOCTHOTO IHCEPTALMOHHO M3CJIEIBAHE W JMYHO JE€J0 HAa aBTOpPA, OTHECEHU
KbM TPYIUTE HA HAYYHUTE IPUHOCH U HA HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU TIPUHOCH.

5. OuneHka Ha My0JMKALMUTE 0 AUCEPTAIUATA

[IpencraBeHuTe mect mnyOMWKamuMyd OOXBamaT BaXHW CTPAaHW Ha
IMCEepPTAIlMOHHOTO Hu3cienBane. [IbpBUTE Tpu OT TiIX ca cratuu B pedepupaHu
n3JaHuA, IBC OT KOUTO Ha aHTJIUHCKHA C3HK, a JPYIruTC TPH Ca NOKJIAaAW B HAYYHH
dbopymu. Upes mnyOnukanmMuTe CE€ OCHTypsiBa OmNpeneiieHa MyOJIMYHOCT Ha
JMCEPTAIIMOHHOTO M3CIICJIBAHE, a OLICHKATa MU 32 TSX € MOJOXKHUTETHA.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABtopedeparsT B 06eM ot 40 crparuiy (Ha OBJITapCKU U aHTIIMHCKA €3UK)
MpeaAcTaBsi OOEKTUBHO U B JIOTHYECKA TMOCIEIOBATEIIHOCT OCHOBHUTE MOMEHTH OT
TUCepTallMOHHUS TpyA. JIEeMOHCTpHpAaHO € YMEHHME 3a CHHTE3 Ha 3HAYUMUTE
CTpaHU Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY/, a OIEHKaTa MU 3a HETO € MOJIOKUTEITHA.

7. Kputu4Hu 0eJie:KKH, NPEeNOpPbKU U BbIPOCH

B aucepranuioHHust Tpy1 HE OTKpUBAM OMpeesieHH cabOCTH U MOrPeUIHH
IIOCTAaHOBKH, KOMTO Jla HaMaJliT HEroBOTO KayecTBO. YOENeH CbM, 4Ye Ta3u
po0OJsieMaTHKa MPEACTaBiIsABa MHTEPEC 3a MO-IIUPOKA ayIUTOPHsI, IOPaaAd KOETO
MOKeIaBaM Ha JOKTOpaHT KOHCTaHTHMHOB J1a MPOJIBIIKU CBOATA M3CJIEI0BATENICKA
JAEWHOCT 1O IMpoOJIEMUTE HAa UHTENIEKTyalHaTa COOCTBEHOCT U JINAEPCTBOTO.



Ha myGmmunata 3ammra Ha DUCEPTAIMOHHMS TPy MpeajaraMm aBTOPbHT J1a
B3€M€ OTHOIIICHHUE TI0 CJICTHHS BBITPOC:

JedbnHMpaiKi WHOBAIIMOHHOTO JHMACPCTBO KaTO JWHAMHUYHA CHCTEMa OT
poi ,,IUACp—TIOCIeIOBaTeN” MEXKIy TPU OCHOBHU CyO€KTa: IbprKaBa, BHCIIU
yuuinina u omsHec, cropen Bac kol ot Te3u Tpu cyOekTa TpsOBa Jga MpUTEkKaBa
LIAACPCTBOTO BBPXY HHTEIEKTyaJlHaTa COOCTBEHOCT B yCJOBHUATA Ha
ObJTapcKaTa MKOHOMHUKA?

8. 3ak/rovyeHue

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TpPyA Ha JOOKTOpaHT KOHCTaHTMHOB NpPEACTaBIISIBA
KaueCTBEHO MU3CJIE/IBAHE ChC 3aBBPIICH XapaKTep B aKTYaJHO B HAYYHO M HAy4HO-
MPaKTUYECKO OTHOoIIeHHe. ChAbpXKAIIUTE C€ B HETO0 Pe3yiATaTH W MPUHOCHU
MOMEHTH 000TaTABaT HEJOCTAThYHO pa3padOTEeHA HUIA.

C y0GexeHocT naBaM CBOsITa TOJIOKHUTENHA OIEHKA Ha MPEICTABEHUS
JMCEepTAllMOHEH TPyA Ha TeMa ,.Jdumenekmyanna cob6cmeeHocm u UHOBAYUOHHO
UOEPCmMBO — B83AUMOBPBL3KU U akmopHa o00ycloseHocm 3a OusHec U
uxonomuuecko pazeumue* u npemnaram Ha Mckpen EmunoB KoncrantuHoB 1a
obne npuckaeHa OHC ,,nokrop® B IIH 3.8 MkoHoMuka, HaydyHa CHEIMATHOCT
,Opranuszanusi U ympaBlieHWE W3BBbH cdepara Ha MATePUAIHOTO IMPOU3BOJCTBO
(MHTEJIeKTyaliHa COOCTBEHOCT B TBOPYCCKUTE UHIAYCTPHUH)

17.02.2026 r. | B (031130 (CH N
I'p. Codus /mon1. n-p Kanosin lumutpos/



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

OPINION

By: Assoc. Prof. Kaloyan Radoslavov Dimitrov, UNWE, academic specialty
Economics and Management.

Regarding: dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree
of "Doctor" in PN 3.8 Economics, scientific specialty "Organization and
Management outside the Sphere of Material Production (Intellectual
Property in the Creative Industries)" at the University of National and
World Economy.

Author of the dissertation: Iskren Emilov Konstantinov

Thesis topic: Intellectual property and innovation leadership -
interrelationships and factorial determinants for business and economic
development

Basis for presenting the opinion: participation in the scientific jury for the
defense of the dissertation in accordance with Order No. 219/29.01.2026
of the Vice-Rector for Scientific Research at the University of National
and World Economy.

1. Information about the doctoral candidate

The doctoral candidate studied in the doctoral program at the Department
of Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer at the University of National
and World Economy (UNWE) in the doctoral program "Organization and
Management outside the Sphere of Material Production (Intellectual Property
by Sector)" in accordance with Order No. 593/22.03.2019 of the Rector of
UNWE. The training was carried out in regular form during the period
07.03.2019 - 07.03.2022 and subsequently in a part-time form until his
expulsion with the right to defend his dissertation, effective from 23.01.2026, in
Order No. 246/30.01.2026 of the Rector of UNWE.



2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation

The dissertation consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion,
and a bibliography, totaling 265 pages. A total of 199 sources have been studied
and correctly cited in the work, of which over 130 are in English, demonstrating a
significant scope of specialized literature. The structure of the thesis stems from
the conceptual framework introduced in its introduction, which is distinguished by
its convincing logical consistency and provides a solid foundation for a high-
quality dissertation study as a whole, which I highly appreciate for the following
reasons:

* Very good argumentation of the relevance and significance of the topic of
the dissertation, including evidence that it represents an underdeveloped "'niche,"
especially in terms of methodology and application.

* Precisely defined object and subject of the dissertation research; main
objective, broken down into key research tasks to be performed; main research
thesis; research approaches and methods, as well as research limitations.

» The objective and research tasks are in sync with the object and subject,
and the contemporary research tools (approaches and methods) are a prerequisite
for proving the research thesis.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

Based on theoretical and empirical analysis of sources, doctoral student
Konstantinov arrives at scientific and applied scientific results that are important
for the dissertation research, among which | highlight the following:

 Key concepts are convincingly argued, with the author providing working
definitions of innovation, innovation system, innovation strategy, and innovation
leadership at the state level, linked to patent activity.

* The classification of innovation actors—a set of organizations, including
the state and its constituent institutions, state universities, and business
(manufacturing and commercial) enterprises—has been enriched, taking into
account their dual nature in relation to leadership.

» Evidential facts have been established, on the basis of which 17
recommendations have been formulated for key innovation entities in Bulgaria,
aimed at developing science, technologies, competencies, and adaptability of
entities to innovation and the role of intellectual property for the purposes of the
country's long-term innovative development.

I highly appreciate the research methodology, and the author's achievements
here are:

» Development of an author's model for the assessment and selection of
recommendations for the development of the Bulgarian innovation system, taking
into account the role of intellectual property.



* Introduction of three appropriate modules and five criteria into the model,
the application of which ensures the perception of the variables in the dissertation
research.

» Development of a 5-point scale for assessing the presence of intellectual
property in strategic documents.

» A precise comparative analysis of the characteristics of five innovation
leaders (the US, China, Germany, South Korea, and Japan) and those of the
Bulgarian environment.

The results of the research in the dissertation provide convincing grounds
and evidence for the achievement of the set goal and research tasks; for the
confirmation of the research thesis; for the applicability and usefulness of the
author's model and recommendations.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions
| fully accept the contributions listed by Iskren Konstantinov in the summary of
the dissertation thesis. They are real, resulting from the overall dissertation
research and personal work of the author, classified into the groups of scientific
contributions and scientific-applied contributions.

5. Evaluation of publications related to the dissertation
The six publications presented cover important aspects of the dissertation
research. The first three are articles in refereed journals, two of which are in
English, and the other three are reports in scientific forums. The publications
provide a certain degree of publicity for the dissertation research, and my
assessment of them is positive.

6. Evaluation of the abstract
The 40-page abstract (in Bulgarian and English) presents the main points of the
dissertation in an objective and logical sequence. It demonstrates an ability to
synthesize the significant aspects of the dissertation, and my assessment of it is
positive.

7. Critical comments, recommendations, and questions

I find no particular weaknesses or errors in the dissertation that would
diminish its quality. | am convinced that this topic is of interest to a wider
audience, and | therefore encourage Dr. Konstantinov to continue his research on
intellectual property and leadership issues.

At the public defense of the dissertation, | suggest that the author address
the following question:

Defining innovative leadership as a dynamic system of "leader-follower"
roles between three main entities: the state, higher education institutions, and



business, in your opinion, which of these three entities should have "leadership
over intellectual property" in the context of the Bulgarian economy?

8. Conclusion

The dissertation of doctoral student Konstantinov represents a high-quality
study that is complete in terms of its scientific and practical relevance. The results
and contributions contained therein enrich a niche that has not been sufficiently
developed.

I am confident in giving my positive assessment of the presented
dissertation on the topic ,Intellectual Property and Innovation Leadership —
Interrelations and factorial determinants for Business and Economic
Development and propose that Iskren Emilov Konstantinov be awarded the
academic degree of ,Doctor in PN 3.8 Economics, scientific specialty
,,Organization and Management outside the Sphere of Material Production
(Intellectual Property in the Creative Industries)*

17.02.2026 Signature: ...
Sofia | Assoc. Prof. Kaloyan Dimitrov, PhD /



