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CTAHOBHUIIE

Ort: Houent n-p unsana Minuesa Murosa
HHCTUTYT 110 AI'PAPHA HKOHOMHKA, COQHA
Hayuna cneyuannocm “Opeanusayus u ynpaeienue
Ha NPOU3B00CMBOMO (6 CENCKOMO  CMONAancmeo ”,
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OTHOCHO: JIMCEPTAIlMOHEH TPYJ 3a NPUCHXKIAHEe HAa OOpa3oBaTeHA M HAy4YHA CTEIICH
ngOKTOQ“ o Hayyna cneyuainocm ,,HKOHOMMKQ u ynpaejieHue

(Aepobusnec) “, npogecuonanno nanpasnenue 3.8. Hxonomuxa, obracm 3.
Coyuannu, cmonancku u npasnu Hayku, B YHCC — Codus.

ABTOp Ha AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYA:  Apaunda Xomu

Tema Ha ArCcepTALIMOHHUS TPYA: JluBepcudukaiys Ha 3eMeICIICKATE
CTOIIAHCTBA B A0aHMs: BE3MOXKHOCTH U
orpaHu4eHus ot oomact bepar

Hay4en ppxkoBoguTen: Jo1. 1-p Mapus Ilenesa

OcHnoeanue 3a TIpelICTaBsHE Ha CTAHOBUIIETO: y4acTHE B ChCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO KYpH IO
3alUTa Ha JAUCEPTAlMOHHUA TpyHd cbriacHo 3amoBen Ne218/29.01.2026 na Pekxtopa Ha
YHCC.

1. Nndopmanus 3a nucepranra

JIOKTOpaHTBT ce € o0ydaBall [0 TOKTOPCKa MporpaMa KbM kameopa Mkonomuka na
npupoonume pecypcu, buznec ¢paxyrimem na YHCC no nayyna cneyuannocm ,,JIkoHoMHKa 1
ynpasneHue (ArpoOusHec) cwriaacHo 3amoBen Ha 3am.-pektopa mo HUJ[ ma YHCC
Ne3254/06/11/2024 r. OOy4yeHHETO € OCBIIECTBEHO B c80000Ha (popMa (JOKTOpPAHT Ha
caMOCTOsITeNTHa MOAroToBKa) mpe3 nepuoja 28.10.2024r.-16.01.2026 r.

JIOKTOpaHTHT € OTYHMCIIEH C MPaBO Ha 3aIlMTa Ha AMCEPTAI[MOHEH TPy, CYUTAHO OT
16.01.2026 1. - 3anoBen Ha Pexropa Ha YHCC Ne 245/30.01.2026 roauna.

2. O0ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA NMpPeACTABEeHUs JUCEPTALMOHEH TPY

IIpencraBenarta nqucepranus ce cbecTou OoT 180 cTaHIApTHM CTPAHULHM, B TOBA YHCIIO
OCHOBEH TEKCT, CIIUCHK C U3I0JI3BaHa JUTepaTypa, 27 tTabnuuu, 64 ¢purypu u 3 NpuiioKeHus.
CnucekpT € M3M0J3BaHATa JMTEpaTypa cbabpka 261 H3TOYHMKA — HAay4YHM CTaTuW,
MHCTUTYLMOHAJIHU JOKJIQIN, KHUTH, CTPATETHYeCKH JOKYMEHTH, KaTo MOYTH BCHUYKH ca Ha
AHTJIMICKHU €3UK U Ca KOPEKTHO LIUTHPAHU U PEJIEBAHTHU KbM TEMAaTa Ha AUCEPTALHUATA.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT Tpya Ha ApnuHjaa XOTH € HAaCOYeH KbM €Ha OT KIIIOUOBHUTE U
aKTyaJlHU TEeMHU B CBBPEMEHHOTO PETHOHAIHO pa3BUTHE — AUBepcH(UKaIMATa Ha



MKOHOMHUYECKUTE JEHHOCTH, CTUMYJIMPAHETO Ha MPEANPHEMAaYeCTBOTO M MOCTUIAHETO Ha
MHOTO()YHKIIHOHAJIHOCT B CEJIICKHTE paiiOHH, B TOBAa YHMCIO W Ha AybaHMs, ¢ KOHKpPETECH
nornes KbM obisiact bepat. Ha pona Ha 3HaunTEeTHUTE CTPYKTYPHU IPOMEHH OT HOCIETHUTE
JIECETHIICTHS — MIPETU3BUKAHN OT UKOHOMHUYECKa TpaHchopMarys, 1eMorpad)CKu U3MEHEHHUs
U 3a1bi0oyaBala ce riiodajiHa ma3apHa MHTErpalus — aBTOpKATa M3CJe/IBa KaK CEJICKUTE
TCPUTOPHUU MOraT Aa YBCJIHMYAT CBOSATA aJallTUBHOCT U yCTOfI‘II/IBOCT. Ta AKIICHTHPA BBbPXY
BB3MOKHOCTUTE, KOUTO IPENOCTaBAT AUBEPCH(PUKALMATA HA JIEHWHOCTUTE, PAa3BUTHUETO Ha
IIpeAlpUEMaUYeCKy HHUIIMATUBY U Pa3LIMPSBAHETO Ha HE3EMEEIICKH IEHHOCTH 3a YKPETBaHe
Ha  peruoHajgHaTa KOHKYpEHTOCHOCOOHOCT, HaMajsiBaHE Ha  3aBUCHUMOCTTa  OT
TPAJIULUOHHOTO 3€MEJENINe, IOBUIIABAHE HA YCTOMYMBOCTTA CHPSIMO HKOHOMHUYECKH,
[a3apHU M KJIMMaTHYHU DPUCKOBE, KAaKTO M 3a HAaChpYaBaHE HA I0-CUJIHO COLMAIHO HU
TEPUTOPHUATTHO COJIIKaBaHE B MECTHHUTE OOIIHOCTH. J[MCepTAMOHHUAT TPy aHAIW3Hpa
J€TepPMUHAHTUTE, MOTUBALIUUTE U pE3yJITaTUTE OT MKOHOMHUYECKaTa TUBEpCUUKALUS IpU
CEeMEHHUTE CTOMAHCTBA B A0aHMsI upe3 Ka3yCHO u3cieaBane ¢ pokyc Bbpxy odnact bepar —
[opajid HEWHHUS CEJCKM XapakTep, pasHooOpa3Ha arpapHa CTpyKTypa W pa3BHUBaIlO ce
HE3EMEeNeJICKO TpeArnpreMadyecTBo. Pesynrature TOKa3BaT Kak —JUBEPCH(PHUKAIMATA
[OBMIIABAa  YCTOMYMBOCTTa Ha JOMAKWHCTBAaTa, Cb3JlaBa 3a€TOCT U  CMEK4YaBa
00€3JTI0/IIBAHETO.

JlucepTalMOHHUAT TPYJ € MPABUIHO CTPYKTYypUpaH M OajaHCHpaH — BKIIOYBA YBOJ,
YCTUPU OCHOBHHU TIJIaBU W 3aKIIIOYCHHUEC U NPCIOPBKU — U OTrOBapsA Ha 06HII/IT€ CTaHOapTH 3a
ISUIOCTHO HAay4HO M3CJIEe/IBaHe. TekcTpT Ha aMcepTanusATa ce€ OTIMYaBa C BUCOK
aKaJIeMHUYEH CTHJI, KaTO U3JI0KEHUETO € JOTMYECKH U3AbPIKaHO U IOCIIEeI0BaTeNHO. SIcHO ca
¢dbopmynrpanu olIarta 1esl U crneun(UuYHUTe U3CieqoBaTesicku BbiipocH. IlpeacraBenu ca
YCTUPU HU3CICOOBATCIICKHU XUIIOTC3H, CBbP3aHU C I[I/IBepCI/I(bI/IKaIII/IﬂTa Ha UKOHOMHYECCKHUTEC
JeMHOCTH M3BBH 3€MEEINETO B ceJICKUTe pailoHu Ha oOinact bepar. IIpencraBenust Tpyn
JEMOHCTpHpA 3a1bJI00UYEHN TEOPETUYHH 3HAHUS, CAMOCTOSITETHO U3CJIEI0BAaTEIICKO MUCIICHE
Y KOMIIETEHTHOCT Ha aBTOpa B TEMATA.

3. OueHka HA MOJIyYeHUTEe HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHU Pe3yJITaTu

C mocraBsHeTO Ha oOIaTa HM3CiIEAOBaTeNCKa IeJI, a UMEHHO Ja Ce aHaJu3upar
BB3NPUATUATA M HarjacuTe Ha 3E€MEJEJICKUTE CTONaHHW, pa3BUBAllld HE3EMEIEIICKU
MKOHOMHYECKH JIEHHOCTH OTHOCHO (akTOpUTe, KOUTO O(OPMAT MpearpueMadyeckoTo
MOBE/ICHUE U pa3BUTHE Ha ceMelWHuTe (epmMu B AnbGaHUs, JOKTOPAHTHT LEIEHACOUEHO
MIOCTaBs Ha MpejieH MiaH pernoHa bepatr B AnOaHust ¢ BCUUKUTE MeT OOIIMHHU, U30paH KaTo
Ka3yc 3apaad pa3HOOOpa3ueTo B CEJIICKOCTOMAHCKaTa CH CTPYKTypa, IosBara Ha
HECEJICKOCTOIAHCKHU JIEHHOCTH M TUITMYHOCTTA CH 3a OOLIUTE MPOLIECH B CEJICKUTE paiioHH Ha
AnbGanua. Bb3 ocHoBa Ha TOBa ca QopMyJupaHM U OO0OOIIEHHUTE MPENOPHbKU KbM
3aWHTEepecOBaHUTE CTpaHU. To3u M300p yJeCHsIBA MOCTUTAHETO HA LIEIUTE HA U3CIIEIBAHETO
U MOXE Ja TOCIyXH KaTo 0a3a 3a CpaBHHUTENIHU aHAJIW3U B JIPYTM CXOJHU PETHOHH B
opaemne. KOHTEKCTHT Ha U3CIIEABAHETO € HACOUEH KbM CEMEMHUTE CTOMAHCTBA.

Ot Hay4dHa rji€aHa TO4YKa AOKTOPAHTHT € MPECACTAaBHUII IAJIOCTHA TCOPETHUYHA PaMKa
(rmaBa 1) W TeopeTMYHAa OCHOBA, BKJIOYBAIllA Mperjie] Ha JMTepaTypara, OCHOBHHU
KOHIICTIIIMM 3a PAa3BUTUETO Ha CEJIICKUTE paloHW, AWBEepcHUUKAMATA W poJsiTa Ha
MIOJINTUKATA; COLMAJEH KallUTal U HOBOBB3HUKBAIM HACOKM B PAa3BUTHETO Ha CEJICKUTE
paﬁOHH; npeanpueMadyeCTBO M HHOBAMM B CCJIICKUTC HWKOHOMHKU W COLHUAIIHUTEC
NPEINpPUATHS KaTO HHCTPYMEHT 3a MPUOOIIaBaIo pa3BUTHE HA CEJICKUTE pailoHU. ABTOPBT
pa3paboTBa U METOJOJIOTUYHA paMKa M MOJAXO/I, 3a J1a MPEeACTaBH M3MOJI3BaHUTE MaTepHalln



Y METOAM Ha U3CJEJBAHETO - 32 ChbOMpaHe Ha JaHHU OT I'bPBUYHU U BTOPUYHU U3TOYHHILIU U
aHanmu3u. MpenTuduuupanu ca OCHOBHHTE IMPEIU3BUKATEICTBA MpPEJ CEIICKUTE PaiOHU B
AnGanus.

BrieuaTiiBaiiio € chueTaBaHETO Ha KOJMYECTBEHU U KAUECTBEHU MOAXO0AU (II'bPBUYHU
JAHHU CHOpaHU Ype3 OPraHU3HMPAHO TEPEHHO IPOYYBAHE, IPOBEIEHO B MEPHOAA NEKEMBpPU
2024 r. — suyapu 2025 r., UHTEIpUpPaHU C BTOPUYHM CTATUCTMUYECKU JAHHM), IIPU aHAJIM3a
Ha COLMAITHO-UKOHOMUYECKATa U CEJICKOCTONAHCKA JUHAMHKA, KOSITO OIpPENeisl pa3BUTHETO
Ha TPEIIpUEeMadyecTBOTO U TUBEPCU(PUKAIMOHHUTE TpouecHd B permoHa Ha bepar. Tosm
CMECEH METOJOJIOTMYEH AW3aiH MOBHINABA BAJIMIHOCTTA Ha IIOJYYEHUTE PE3YJITAaTH, KaTo
YCTaHOBSIBA BPb3Ka MEXJy MAKpPOHUBO (PErMOHAIHU MOJIEIN) U MUKPOHUBO (IIOBEICHUE HA
¢bepmepure). M3cnensanero u3nos3Ba Chbue€TaHUE OT MKOHOMETPUYHM METOAM - MOJEN Ha
MHOKECTBEHA JIMHEIHA perpecus, KOpEeJalMOHEH aHalu3 U MHTEPBIOTA, 33 Ja aHalIu3upa
edexTa Ha U30paHHu HEe3aBUCUMHU (DaKTOpU BbPXY MHJEKCA Ha MPEANPHEMayecTBO KaTo MApKa
3a IpeanprueMadecka akTUBHOCT U 3peNIOCT Ha OM3HEC cpeara.

B rnaBa 2 1OKTOpaHTBT yOEAMTENHO TNpEACTaBs paMKa Ha MOJUTHKATa U
(UHAHCOBUTE MHCTPYMEHTH 3a 3€MEETNe M pPa3BUTHE Ha CEJICKUTEe pailoHn B AnbaHus,
KOETO JEMOHCTpHpa HeroBbara OTJIMYHAa IIOArOTOBKAa 1O Temara. Hemo mnosedue -—
JOKTOPAaHTHT JIaBa aBTOPCKA TJIE[HA TOYKA OTHOCHO €(PEeKTHBHOCTTA M OTPAHMYCHHUSATA Ha
NoJIUTUYECKaTa paMKa U (PMHAHCOBUTE MHCTPYMEHTH, KOETO € JI0Ka3aTeJICTBO, Y€ OCMMCISA
BB3MOKHOCTUTE U MPEIU3BUKATEIICTBATa TpeA AWBEepcH(UKANUATA W IEJICHACOYCHO
pa3KpHBa HaCOKHM 3a IIOBUIIABAHE HA MOTEHIMAJIa i B CEJICKUTE pailoHH Ha AnOaHusl.

B rnaBa 3 e npencraBeH BTOPUUYEH UKOHOMETPUYEH aHAJIU3, a B IJ1aBa 4 - IbPBUYHO
TepeHHo npoyusaHe (100 ¢epmu), kaTo BCsiKa OT TAX aHAIM3UPA PA3IMYHO M3MEpPEHHE Ha
CEJICKOTO IpelrpruemMauecTBo B o0nact bepar, a cBbp3aHaTa UM MHTepIpeTalus JaBa Io-
IUIOCTHO pa3dupaHe Ha MeXaHM3MMTe, (hOopMUpalM HpPeANpHEMadecKOoTO IOBEIACHHUE U
pe3ysiTaTd B CTOMAHCTBATa — CHOTBETHO CTPYKTYPHUTE M HAIMOHAJIHUTE/PErMOHATHUTE
¢dakTopu OT e€Ha CTpaHa, a OT JApyra - JIMYHATa, UHCTUTYIMOHAIHATa U MOBEJEHYECKaTa
JMHAMHKa Ype3 BB3NPUATHATA, CTPATETHUTE U OTpaHUUEHUsATA Ha (pepmepure.

OOBBP3BAaHETO Ha EMIIMPUYHHUTE JAaHHU C TEOPETUYHHUTE PAMKU € H3BBPLICHO C
HeoOxouMaTa akaJieMUyHa JIbJI00YrHA U MPELU3HOCT.

IIpoyuBaHeTo ajpecupa aHATUTUYHUTE HYXKJHU, KaTO aHAIMU3Mpa TUBEpCUUKAIUATA
€HOBPEMEHHO OT IOJUTHYECKO-UKOHOMHUYECKA TIJIeJHA TOYKa M OT T[O3MLIMATAa Ha
yCTOMUUBOTO pazBuTue. ChUeTaHUETO OT 3abJI00UEH EMIIMPUYUEH aHAJIU3 U CEpPUO3€eH 0030p
Ha HayyHaTa JUTepaTypa JaBa OCHOBA Ha JIOKTOpaHTa 3a KPUTHYEH MOJXOJ, MpaBUIHA
MHTepHpeTanus 1 000CHOBaBaHE HAa U3BOJUTE U MPEMOPBHKUTE, KATO ChOTBETHO T'M a/1alTHpa
KbM COI[MAIHO-UKOHOMHUYECKHSI 1 MHCTUTYIIMOHAIEH KOHTEKCT Ha AnOaHUsl, Ha HallHOHAITHO
Y PETMOHAJIHO U MECTHO PABHMILE Ha YIIPABJICHUE.

B kpas Ha pabotara ca IpeICTaBEeHW OCHOBHMTE 3aKJIKOUEHUS OT H3CIEABAHETO U
aHAJIM3UTE, IPUAPYKEHNU € NIPENOPBKYU 3a MocieaBamy aeicreus. Llenra Ha nucepranusra e
YCIEUIHO pealu3npaHa, H3CIEJOBATEICKUTE BBIIPOCH Ca OTTOBOPEHM, & XUIIOTE3UTE —
BepupULIMpaHu.

4. OneHka Ha HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-NIPUJIOKHHM IIPHHOCH

B nucepranmoHHHs TpyZA c€ ChABPKAT HAYYHHM W HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHH MPUHOCU —
pe3yaTaT OT CaMOCTOATEIHATa U3CIIE0BaTeNICKa JEHHOCT Ha JOKTOPAHTKATa, KOWUTO ca SICHO
dopmynupanu U TpeacTtaBeHM B aBTopedepara. IlpuHocure Morar ga  Obaat
XapakTepu3upaHu Karo HaydyHH — 4 Oposi, OT KOUTO C OCOOEHO 3HayeHHe W3MbKBa



paspaboTBaHe U npuioxeHue Ha MHaeke Ha IpeanpueMayecTBOTO; U MPAKTUYECKU (HayYHO-
MPUIIOKHH) — 4 OpOst, a UMEHHO EMITMPHYHO 0OOCHOBAaHH M3BOJIU,OI[CHKA,aHATUTUYHA PaMKa
Ha MHCTUTYLMOHATHUTE MEXaHU3MHU U CTPATEruH, CIy>KelIH 3a pa3paboTBane Ha place-based
IIOJINTUKA 3a CEJICKUTE palloHM, KAaKTO M MpPaKTUYECKa paMKa 3a I[OAKpena Ha
nuBepcuUKaMATa U IPEINTPUEMAaYeCTBOTO Ha PABHUIIIE CTOTIAHCTBO B CEJICKUTE PAOHHU.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPYZ AONPHUHACA OPUTMHAIHO KBbM 3HAHUETO 33 Pa3BUTUETO Ha
cesickute pailonu B bepar, Anbanus, ¢ Gokyc BbpXy IuMBepcHUUKALUATA KATO MOIXOA 3a
YCTOMYMBOCT B IIPEXOIHU NKOHOMUKH.

5. OuneHka Ha MyOJUKANMHUTE MO AUCEPTANUATA

[IpencraBenn ca 4 mnyOnuKanuu, CBBP3aHU C JUCEPTAIMOHHHMA TPYyA — €IHA
CaMOCTOSITeNIHA, 2 B ChaBTOPCTBO (KAaToO MyOJMKALUK OT y4yacThe B KOH(EpEeHIMH) U €IHa
KaTo 4acT OT HOJATOTBUTENIHUS MPOLEC 3a KaHIUAATCTBAHE U 3aUUCIISIBAHE B JOKTOPAHTCKa
nporpama. [Ipuemam npeacraBeHnTe mMyOIMKAIMK Ha JTOKTOPAHTA, KATO ChHOTBETCTBAIIM Ha
M3UCKBaHMsATA 3a noyyaBane Ha OHC ,,noktop*.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepara

ABropedeparbT (Ha OBArapCcKU M aHIVIMHWCKM) MPEACTaBsl B COUT BUJ OCHOBHUTE
UIen W pe3yiratd Ha aucepTanusTa. [lo o0eM u chabpkaHue TOH aJeKBaTHO OTpa3siBa
nuceprauuoHHusa Tpya. Toit € B obem oT 36 (TpuaeceT M ILIECT) CTPAHULM U KOPEKTHO
MpEe/ICTaBsd OCHOBHUTE €JIEMEHTH Ha CTPyKTypaTa Ha JAUCEePTAllMOHHUS TpYH, Karo
ChJIbP’KAHUETO TOJHACS IPABWIIHO CUCTEMATHU3MpaHa HH(oOpMaLus 3a U3CIeABAaHETO, B TOBA
YHCIIO OCHOBHHUTE pernepu, MpodieMu, U3BOIU U 000OIIEHHS Ha JOKTOPAHTKATA.

7. Kputnunm 6ejie:KKH, NPenopbKH H BHIIPOCH

Brmpoc: Kak Buxnare O0paemoto Bb3aeiictBue Ha OCII BbpXy mporecute, KOUTO

uscneasare?

[Ipenopbka — 1a opopmu Tpyaa kato MOHOTrpadus, KaTo sICHO OMpeelid, Y€ MPEAMET
Ha M3CJIEBAHETO € JUBEepcU(UKalUATAa Ha JAEWHOCTUTE B 3€MEAEJICKUTE CTONAHCTBA B
CEJICKUTEe pallOHM (BB3MOKHOCTUM M OrpaHMUYEHMs), a OOEKT Ha HM3CJIEBAHETO Ca CaMHTe
3eMeJIeNICKHM cTonaHcTBa B Anbanus (Ha nmpuMepa Ha oOriact bepar).

8. 3axkurouenme

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha oleHKaTa Ha NPUJIOKEHUTE MU3CIIEAOBATEICKH METOAM, HAlpaBEHUS
aHaJn3, 0000IEHNs U U3BOAM CMATaM, Y€ MPEJICTABEHUSAT AUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/] OTrOBaps Ha
n3uckBanusta Ha 3PACPbB u IIpaBunnuka 3a HeroBoto npuioxenne Ha YHCC, koeto mu
nmaBa ocHoBanue na ro oueHsa [TOJIOXKXUTEJIHO.

[IpennaraMm Ha yBa)kaeMOTO HAY4YHO >XypH Ja TOpUCHAU Ha Apaunoa Xomu
oOpa3oBaTenHaTa M HayyHa CTeNeH .,,JloKTop* mo HaydHa crneuuanHocT ,, Mxonomuxa u
ynpasnenue (Aepoousnec) “, npogecuonanno nanpasnenue 3.8. Ukonomuxa.

16.02.2026 Hommuc: .....cooovviiiiiiii..
rp. Codust /mont. JI-p unsina Murtosa/
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Re:  PhD thesis for obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the scientific specialty
“Economics and Management (Agribusiness)”, professional field 3.8 Economics, higher
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Author of the PhD thesis: Arlinda Hoti

Topic of the PhD thesis: “Diversification of agricultural farms in Albania — analysis of favourable
and constraining factors: the case of Berat region”
Academic supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Mariya Peneva, PhD

The review is based on the: participation in the scientific jury for the PhD thesis defence as a member
according to the Order No. 218/29.01.2026 of the Rector of UNWE.

1. Brief introduction of the PhD candidate

The PhD candidate was enrolled in a PhD programme at the Department of Natural Resource
Economics, Business Faculty of UNWE, in the scientific specialty “Economics and Management
(Agribusiness)”, pursuant to Order No. 3254/06.11.2024 of the Vice-Rector for Research and
Development at UNWE. The training was carried out in a free form (self-study/independent preparation)
over the period 28.10.2024—-16.01.2026.

The PhD candidate was deregistered with the right to defend the dissertation thesis as of
16.01.2026, pursuant to Order No. 245/30.01.2026 of the Rector of UNWE.

2. General characteristics of the PhD thesis

The submitted dissertation comprises 180 standard pages, including the main text, a list of references,
27 tables, 64 figures and 3 appendices. The reference list contains 261 sources (scientific articles,
institutional reports, books and strategic documents). Almost all sources are in English; they are properly
cited and relevant to the dissertation topic.

The dissertation by Arlinda Hoti addresses one of the key and topical themes in contemporary
regional development — diversification of economic activities, the stimulation of entrepreneurship and
the achievement of multifunctionality in rural areas, including in Albania, with a specific focus on the
Berat region. Against the background of substantial structural changes over recent decades (driven by
economic transformation, demographic change and deepening global market integration), the author
examines how rural territories can increase their adaptability and resilience. The study emphasizes the
opportunities provided by activity diversification, the development of entrepreneurial initiatives and the
expansion of non-agricultural activities to strengthen regional competitiveness, reduce dependency on



traditional agriculture, increase resilience to economic, market and climatic risks, and foster stronger
social and territorial cohesion within local communities. The thesis analyses determinants, motivations
and outcomes of economic diversification among family farms in Albania through a case study focused
on the Berat region, chosen for its rural character, diverse agrarian structure and emerging non-
agricultural entrepreneurship. The results show how diversification enhances household resilience,
creates employment and mitigates depopulation.

The dissertation is appropriately structured and balanced — it includes an introduction, four main
chapters, and a conclusion with recommendations — and meets the general standards for a comprehensive
academic study. The text is written in a strong academic style; the argument is coherent and logically
consistent. The overall aim and the specific research questions are clearly formulated. Four research
hypotheses are presented, related to diversification of economic activities beyond agriculture in the rural
areas of the Berat region. The work demonstrates in-depth theoretical knowledge, independent research
thinking and competence in the topic.

3. Evaluation of the scientific and applied results achieved

With the formulation of the overall research objective — namely, to analyse the perceptions and attitudes
of farmers who engage in non-agricultural economic activities regarding the factors shaping
entrepreneurial behaviour and the development of family farms in Albania — the PhD candidate
purposefully places the Berat region (including all five municipalities) at the centre of the analysis. The
region is selected as a case study due to its diverse agricultural structure, the emergence of non-
agricultural activities, and its representativeness for broader processes in rural Albania. On this basis,
generalised recommendations for stakeholders are formulated. This choice supports the achievement of
the research goals and can serve as a basis for comparative analyses in similar regions in the future. The
research context is focused on family farms.

From a scientific perspective, the PhD candidate presents a comprehensive theoretical

framework (Chapter 1), including a literature review and core concepts related to rural development,
diversification and the role of policy; social capital and emerging directions in rural development;
entrepreneurship and innovation in rural economies; and social enterprises as an instrument for inclusive
rural development. The author also develops a methodological framework and approach, presenting the
materials and methods used for data collection from primary and secondary sources and for analysis.
The main challenges facing rural areas in Albania are identified.
Particularly noteworthy is the combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches (primary data
collected through an organised field survey conducted in December 2024—January 2025, integrated with
secondary statistical data) in the analysis of the socio-economic and agricultural dynamics that shape
entrepreneurship and diversification processes in the Berat region. This mixed-method design increases
the validity of the results by linking the macro level (regional patterns) and the micro level (farmers’
behaviour). The study applies a set of econometric methods — a multiple linear regression model,
correlation analysis, and interviews — to analyse the effect of selected independent factors on an
Entrepreneurship Index as a measure of entrepreneurial activity and the maturity of the business
environment.

In Chapter 2, the PhD candidate convincingly presents the policy framework and financial
instruments for agriculture and rural development in Albania, demonstrating excellent preparation on
the topic. Moreover, the candidate provides an original perspective on the effectiveness and limitations
of the policy framework and financial instruments, indicating a well-grounded understanding of the
opportunities and challenges for diversification and outlining directions to enhance its potential in rural
Albania.



Chapter 3 presents a secondary econometric analysis, while Chapter 4 reports a primary field

survey (100 farms). Each chapter analyses a different dimension of rural entrepreneurship in the Berat
region, and their combined interpretation provides a more comprehensive understanding of the
mechanisms shaping entrepreneurial behaviour and outcomes at farm level — namely, structural and
national/regional factors on the one hand, and personal, institutional and behavioural dynamics (through
farmers’ perceptions, strategies and constraints) on the other.
The linkage between empirical data and theoretical frameworks is carried out with the necessary
academic depth and precision. The study addresses the analytical needs by examining diversification
both from a political-economy perspective and from the standpoint of sustainable development. The
combination of an in-depth empirical analysis and a substantial review of the academic literature
provides a solid basis for a critical approach, correct interpretation and substantiation of conclusions and
recommendations, which are appropriately adapted to Albania’s socio-economic and institutional
context at national, regional and local levels of governance.

At the end of the work, the main conclusions are presented, accompanied by recommendations
for follow-up actions. The objective of the dissertation is successfully achieved, the research questions
are answered, and the hypotheses are verified.

4. Evaluation of the scientific and applied contributions

The dissertation contains both scientific and applied (practice-oriented) contributions resulting
from the independent research work of the PhD candidate. The contributions are clearly formulated and
presented in the dissertation abstract (autoreferat).

Scientific contributions

* Four scientific contributions are identified, with particular significance given to the
development and application of an Entrepreneurship Index.

Applied practical contributions

* Four applied/practical contributions are identified, including: empirically grounded findings;
an assessment and analytical framework of institutional mechanisms and strategies to support the
design of place-based rural policies; and a practical framework for supporting diversification and
entrepreneurship at farm level in rural areas.

The dissertation contributes originally to the knowledge of rural development in Berat, Albania,
with a focus on diversification as an approach to sustainability in transitional economies.

5. Evaluation of the published articles

Four publications related to the dissertation are presented: one single-authored article, two co-
authored conference publications, and one publication prepared as part of the preparatory process for
application and enrolment in the PhD programme. I accept the submitted publications as meeting the
requirements for obtaining the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The dissertation abstract (in Bulgarian and English) presents concisely the main ideas and results
of the dissertation. In terms of volume and content, it adequately reflects the dissertation thesis. It is 36
pages long and correctly presents the key elements of the dissertation structure, providing properly
systematised information about the study, including the main reference points, problems, conclusions
and summaries.

7. Critical notes and questions



Question: How do you see the future impact of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) on the
processes you study?

Recommendation: The dissertation could be further developed into a monograph, clearly
specifying that the subject of the research is the diversification of activities in agricultural farms in rural
areas (opportunities and constraints), while the object of the research are the agricultural farms
themselves in Albania (using the Berat region as a case study).

8. Conclusion

Based on the different research methods learned and applied by the PhD student, the correctly
performed field studies, the final conclusions and recommendations, I believe that the presented thesis
meets the requirements of Bulgarian national law and the Regulations of the UNWE for its application,
which gives me the reason to evaluate it POSITIVE.

I feel confident to propose to the highly esteemed Scientific Jury also to award Arlinda Hoti the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the scientific specialty “Economics and Management
(Agribusiness)”, professional field 3.8 Economics.

Date: 16.02.2026 Reviewer:
Sofia (Assoc. prof. Dilyana Mitova, PhD)



