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1. Undopmanus 3a qucepTaHTA

Huceprantbt Koncrantnn HBaHOB ce € oOydaBall 1O JOKTOPCKA
nporpama kbM Karenpa ,,MM1O u 6uznec Ha YHCC no Hay4Ha CEMATIHOCT
,CBeToBHO cTomanctBo u MUO®, mnpodecumonanHo HampasieHue ,,3.8.
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OOyueHneTo € OChIIEeCTBEHO B peaoBHa ¢opma mpe3 nepuoga 2021-2025 r.
Hayden ppkoBoauTen Ha qokTopanTta e mpod. n.uk.H. buctpa boesa.

2. O0ma xapakTepuCcTHKA HA MPeJACTABEHUs] IUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPY/

[IpeacTaBeHusAT 3a peLEH3UPAHE OUCEPTALMOHEH TPYA C€ ChCTOU OT
3arjJjaBHa CTpaHULA, ChAbPKAHUE, YBOJA, YETUPU TJIABH, 3aKIIOUCHHUE,
U3IMOJI3BaHa JIUTEpaTypa, CIHUChLUM Ha TAaOIULIUTE W (UTYypUTE, CHUCHK Ha
nyOnukanuuTe u ceneM npuinokenusa. [lo obem pazpaboTkata oOxBama 267
CTaHIAapPTHHU CTPAHMIIM, OT KOUTO 198 cTpaHUIM ca OCHOBEH TEKCT. ABTOPHT €
nocouns noseuye ot 300 auTepaTypHH U3TOYHHMKA Ha OBJITapCKH, aHTJIMHCKUA U
ATMOHCKH €3uK. TpyabT chabpka 16 Tabmuiu u 13 durypu.



B jgHemHOo BpemMe yYCKOPEHOTO pa3BUTHE Ha TEXHOJOTMHUTE H
AUTUTAIU3AIMATA OTIIPABAT CEPUO3HH IPEIU3BUKATENICTBA MPEA KOMIAHUHTE,
OTIepHUpald Ha 3aiITPaHUYHUTE Ma3apu. B To3u acnekt Temata 3a OOmiecTBo 5.0
€ 0COOEHO akTyajHa, Thi KaTO Mpejjara HOBa MapaJurMa 3a pellaBaHe Ha
COLIMAJTHU ¥ MKOHOMHYECKU IMpPOOJIEMH, B OCHOBaTa Ha KOSITO Ca YOBEKBT U
HErOBUTE MOTPEOHOCTH, COLMATTHOTO OJaronojyyue U yCTOWYMBOTO Pa3BUTHE.
B OGmectBo 5.0 TexHONOTMHTE W WHOBAIMHUTE PabOTAT B TOJ3a Ha XOpara.
Bb3HukHana nbhpBoHayanHo B Smonus, koumenmuara 3a O6mectBo 5.0
HAJXBBPJIA SITOHCKUSI KOHTEKCT M C€ MPEBPBINA B YacT OT TJIOOATHUS MPEXO.
KbM YCTOWUYWBHU, TUTUTAIHU U COIMATTHO OPUEHTHPAHU MKOHOMUKH. Temara 3a
O61ectBo 5.0 mpenru3BUKBA akaIEMUYEH UHTEPEC U MPETOCTABS KOHIIETITyalHa
pamMKa 3a HOBM H3cleABaHMs. T uMMa MOTEHHMal Ja o00raTu TEOpPUHUTE 3a
MH(OPMALIMOHHOTO OOILIECTBO, JUTHTAaTHATA HKOHOMHMKA, MEXIyHApOIHUS
OM3HEC U YNpaBICHUETO HA MHOBAIIMUTE HE CaMO B AMOHCKHUSA, HO U B IJ100ajieH
acniekT. TemaTa € HEJAOCTaTbUHO pa3BUTa B Objdrapckata M 4yxkjaara
nutepatypa. Hacrosimara aucepraius 3ambiiBa Ta3u Ipa3HOTa.

CrpykTypara Ha AuceprauusTa € JIOTUYHO MOCTPOEHA B YETHPHU TJIaBH,
KaTo € CJeBaH MOAXOIBT OT OOIIOTO KbM YaCTHOTO W € MOCTHTHAT A00Bp
OaslaHCc MEXKy TEOpHs U MPaKTHKA.

BbB BBBEACHHETO MOCIEIOBATETHO, HM3YEPHNATEIIHO W KOPEKTHO ca
IpeICcTaBeHN MOTHBHTE 3a M300pa Ha TeMaTa, aKTyaJHOCTTa Ha M3CJe/IBaHaTa
npobyiieMaTrka, 00EKTHT M MPEAMETHT, OCHOBHATA LIEN M HM3CIICTOBATEICKUTE
3ajayd, Te3aTa M  XHUIOTE3UTe, METOJOJIOTUATA Ha  M3CIEIBAHETO,
OTPAaHUYUTEIIHUTE YCJIOBHUSI U CTPyKTypaTa Ha wu3zioxxkeHueto. OOeKT Ha
JUcepTanusaTa ca CTpaTeruuTe 3a HaBJIM3aHe Ha KOMITAHWU Ha STOHCKUA masap,
a mpeIMeT — BIUSHUETO Ha KoHuenuusaTa 3a OomectBo 5.0 BpXy cTpaTeruure
Ha KOMIIAHMWUTE 33 HWHTEpHAallMOHAIM3alMs. ABTOpPBT JOKa3Ba Te3aTa, ue
OpeanocTaBka 3a yclexa Ha KOMIIAHMWTE, HaBIM3alld Ha SIMOHCKUS Ma3zap B
ycnoBusita Ha O6miectBo 5.0, € ceIBaHETO HAa CTPATErM4eCKH MOAXO0J, KONTO
chueTaBa KJIAaCHYECKA U ChbBPEMEHHHU MOJENIW Ha WHTEpHAHOHANMU3aus. Ta3u
T€3a € KOHKPETU3HWpaHa B TPHU XHIIOTE3W, YMATO BaJUJAHOCT € MPOBEpPEHa B
paMKUTE Ha U3CJICBAHETO.

[IbpBa T/IaBa WMa TEOPETUYEH XapakTep H IMOCIEOBATEIHO U
M3YEpIIaTeTHO TPEACTaBsl CHIIHOCTTa HAa (PUpPMEHATa HHTEPHAI[MOHATIM3AIUS
MOCPEACTBOM BOJCIIM KJIACHMYECKU TEOPUH, MOJECIU U CTpaTeruu, u
IUTUTAIU3aIMsITa ¢ HeifHaTa pond B mpexona kbM ObmectBo 5.0. B rnasara ce
OTKpOSIBAT 33bJIOOYEHUTE TEOPETUYHU [TO3HAHUS Ha aBTOPA 10 MEXKYHAPOJIEH
Ou3HEC, MAPKETUHT U CTpATErnYecKu MEHWIKMBHT. [IbpBa riaBa 3aBbpliBa C
U3BOJM, OCHOBHHUAT OT KOMTO €, Y€ B KOHTEKCTa Ha CbBPEMEHHUS
MEXyHapoJeH OM3HEC, TUIHTanu3auusaTa U KoHuenuusara 3a O6mectso 5.0,



TEOPUUTE 3a HWHTEpHALMOHANW3alMs TpsAOBa 1a OBAAT NPEOCMHCICHU U
JOMBJIHEHU, 3a Ja ca B CBOTBETCTBUE C YCIOBHATAa Ha JIHEIIHAaTa
MexaAyHapoaHa OusHec cpena. HTepHanumoHanu3anusta cliefBa Ja ce
pasriexjaa Karo aKTHBHA CTpaTerus 3a MEXKIYHApOAHO pa3BUTHE B
MHOBAILIMOHEH U COLIMAJICH TUIaH.

Bropa rnaBa Ha aucepTauMoOHHUS TPy € POKycHpaHa BbPXY CHIIHOCTTA
U XapaKTepUCTUKHUTE Ha KoHUenuusara 3a Oo6mectBo 5.0 kaTo Bojenl (pakTop B
ChbBpEMEHHATa AMNOHCKAa OusHec cpeaa. llpencraBeHr M AMCKYTHUPAHH ca
MOJI3UTE OT BHEAPSABAHETO HA Ta3u KOHUENIMS U € OTKPOEHa BPb3KaTa C LeTUTe
3a yCTOMYMBO pa3BuTHE. ['7naBara ChIO 3aBbpIIBA C W3BOAW, B KOUTO cCa
KOMEHTHPAaHU M MPEJU3BUKATEICTBAaTa MpEJ KOMIIAHWWTE, OIEepUpalld Ha
ATMOHCKUS Ta3ap.

Tpera rnaBa pasriexaa OCOOCHOCTUTE Ha SIMOHCKOTO Makpo- U
MUKpPOOOKPBKEHUE, KAKTO M T[OBEACHHETO Ha CBBPEMEHHHS SIIOHCKU
notrpeburen. B rmaBata ca mpeactaBeHH coOCTBEHATa BU3US MU OYAKBaHMS Ha
aucepraHTa 3a npuHocute Ha OOmectBo 5.0 KbM MKOHOMHUKATa Ha SMOHMS.
ABTOpPBT J0Ka3Ba, Y€ SAIMOHCKHUAT Ma3ap CbhUeTaBa 3HAYMTENEH INa3apeH
MOTEHIMA C BUCOKH M3MCKBAaHUS KbM HABJIM3AIIUTE KOMITAHUH.

YerBbpTa IJ1aBa HA JAUCEPTALMOHHUA TPYyI HMa CHIHO U3pa3eH
IpakTUYECKU Xapakrep. [ maBara e pa3zneneHa Ha /iBe yacTu. B mbpBaTa yacT ca
IPEICTaBEHU PE3YJITATUTE OT AHKETHO NMPOYYBAHE HA CTENEHTA HAa MO3HABaHE
OT CTpaHa Ha OBJITapCKUTE KOMIIAHWM HA AMOHCKHUS Na3ap U HOBUTE (haKTOpH,
KOWTO BIUSAT BbPXY TAXHATA JEHHOCT B KOHTEKCTA Ha npexojia KbM O011ecTBo
5.0. Bropara yacT Ha riaBaTa € Ka3yCHO M3CJIEABAaHE Ha SIIOHCKAaTa KOMITAHHUS
Meiji 1 HEMHOTO MApTHHOPCTBO ¢ ObATapckata ,,En bu bynrapukym* EAJIL. B
Kpasi Ha TJiaBaTa ca popMyJIMpaHu IPAKTUYECKU 3HAUUMHU U3BOJIH.

B 3akmtouenumero B 0000II€H BHJI Ca KOMEHTHUPAHU Ha-BaXKHUTE
MOMEHTH OT JIUcepTanusiTa u ca popmynupanu Bojenute u3Boau. [logpodbuo u
U3UYEpHaTEHO ca MMOCOYEHU apryMEeHTHUTE, JOKa3Ballld OCHOBHATA T€3a U TPUTE
XUIOTE3U. 3aKJIIOYEHUETO 3aBbpIIBA C OCHOBHHTE NPHUHOCH Ha aBTOpa M
NPENOPBHKH 3a OBACIIN U3CIEABAHUS IO TeMaTa Ha JUCEPTAUOHHUS TPY.

E3UKBT M CTHIBT Ha M3JO0KEHHETO ca SICHU U TouyHU. [locoueHute
JAUTEpPATYpHU W3TOYHMIIM TPEACTABISIBAT MyOJIMKAllMM HAa BOJELIM aBTOPU B
o0JjacTTa Ha MEXIyHApOJIHUS OW3HEC, MEHUUKMBHT U MApKETHHT, KaKTO U B
o0jacTTa Ha HOBHUTE TEXHOJOTMM U YCTOWYMBOCTTAa. Te ca KOPEKTHO
U3MOJI3BAaHU W LUTUpaHU. TeXxHu4eckoTo OoGOpMJICHHE € Ha BHCOKO HHBO.
Cuuram, ye TUCepPTAMOHHUSAT TPY/1 € OPUTHHAJIEH.



3. OmneHka Ha MOJyYeHUTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHM Pe3yJTaTH

KaTto ocHOBeH HayuyeH pe3yJTaT MOXE Ja C€ IMOCOYU MOTBbPKIABAHETO
Ha aBTOpPCKAaTa Te3a M CHIBTCTBAIIUTE s TpU Xunorte3u. M3mon3Banu ca
YTBBPJAEHU HAyYHO-H3CIEAOBATEICKHM METOJM U MOJEIM 3a aHajdu3, KOUTO ca
7Ny Bb3MOXKHOCT Ha aBTOpa Ja HANpaBH 3aJbJ00OYEH aHAIM3 Ha SITOHCKOTO
Makpo- ¥ MHKPOOOKpPBKEHHE B yclOoBUATa Ha mnpexon kbM OOmectBo 5.0,
KaKTO ¥ Ha CTpPaTeTMUTE HAa KOMIIAHMHMTE 3a HABJIM3aHE M OIEpUpaHE Ha
STMOHCKUS Ta3ap, B T.4. M OIEHKAa Ha TEPCIEeKTUBUTE TIpej] OBITapCKUTE
KOMITaHUHU, KOUTO MCKAT Jla OCBIIECTBIBAT Ou3Hec JIeWHOCT B SAnoHus. Cuutawm,
ye (opMyJIMpaHUTE B yBOJA 1€ U 3a]]a4 Ca TOCTUTHATH.

4. OueHKAa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHU MPUHOCH
[IpuemMaM U TIOJIOKHUTENHO OlLICHSBaM (OPMYJIUPAHUTE OT JMCEPTaHTa
HAay4YHH U HAYYHO-TIPWJIOKHU TMPUHOCU. bUX MOTBI 1a ru 00001 B ClIeTHUTE
HACOKHU:
® Hay4YHHM NPUHOCU: CUCTEMATU3UPAHO U 0OOTaTEHO € aKTyaJIHOTO 3HAHUE
no crnenuduueH mpodjeM OT 00JiacTTa Ha MEXIYyHApOJHUs Ou3HEC, a
UMEHHO: HEOOXOIMMOCTTa OT MIPEOCMHUCIITHE Ha TIPOIleca U CTPATeTUUTE
3a WHTEPHAMOHAJM3alMs HAa KOMITAHMMTE B  YCJIOBHSTAa Ha
ChbBpEMEHHATa MEXJAYyHapojgHa OwusHec cpeaa, oOycJIoBEeHa OT
YCKOPEHOTO Pa3BUTHE HA HOBUTE TEXHOJIOTMH W TPUJIAraHETO Ha MEITUTE
Ha YCTOWYHMBOCTTA;
® Hay4YHO-TIPWJIOXKHU TPUHOCHU: W3BBPIICH € 3aJbJI00OYCH aHajdu3 Ha
STMIOHCKUS MMa3ap B KoHTekcTa Ha OO6mecTBo 5.0, HaMpaBeHoO € cOOCTBEHO
EMIIUPUYHO HM3CJIeBaHE HA OBJITAPCKUTE KOMIAHWHU, KOUTO HABJIM3aT B
SAnonns u e pa3paboTeH Ka3yc 3a SMOHCKa KOMIAaHUs, KaTO PEe3yJITaTUTE
OT M3CIEABAHETO Ca TOCHYXWIH 3a (QopMylIHpaHe Ha MPAKTHICCKU
3HAYMMH W3BOJM W TPEMOPHKHM KbM HHTCPHAIMOHAIU3UPAIIUTE CE
KOMITaHHH.

5. Ouenka Ha MyOJUKALMUTE 1O JUCEPTALMUATA

B aBropedepara ca mpencraBenu 3 myOnukanuu. Bcuuku Te ca Ha
aHTJIMACKY €3UK M TI0 TeMaTa Ha JUCEPTAllMOHHUS TPY/, KaTo MPEACTABST B I0-
rojieMd JIeTaljiu OTACJHM 4YacTH OT Auceprauusra. Ennara myOnukanus e
CTaTUsi B YTBBPACHO HAyYHO CIHCaHWE, a JAPYrHTe JBE ca JOKJIaaud Ha
MEXIYyHApOJAHU HayuyHU KoHPepeHuuu. CuuTtam, 4ye TEKCTOBETE Ca OPUTUHAIIHU
U JIaBaM TOJIOXKUTEJIHA OIIEHKA Ha MyOJIMKaIMUTE.



6. Ouenka Ha aBTOopedepaTa

ABTopedepaThT € TPENJIOKEeH Ha OBIrapCKu W AHTJIHMICKA €3UK U
Mpe/CcTaBs B KpaThK BUJ Hail-Ba)XKHUTE MOMEHTHU OT JUCEPTALMOHHMS Tpyl. B
HEro ca MOMECTEHM CIIpaBKa 3a OCHOBHUTE HAYYHH U IPUJIOKHU NPUHOCH U
COUCBHK Ha NyOJWKauuTe IO TeMara Ha gucepranusata. Cuurtam, ue
CTpyKTypaTa Ha aBTOopedepaTta OTroBOps Ha H3HUCKBaHUATA U JaBaMm
MOJIO’KUTETHA OIICHKA Ha HETOBHSI TEKCT U TEXHUYECKO 0(OpMIICHHE.

/. KpuTuuHu 0eJie:KKH, NPeNnopbKU U BbIPOCH

KbM pelnieH3upaHusi JucepTallMOHEH TPyA MoOraT Ja ObJaT OTHpaBeHU
HSKOW KPUTUYHU OEJNEeKKH, KOUTO 00adye HE OMajloBa)kaBaT BHUCOKATa HAy4YHa
CTOMHOCT Ha TpyJAa U clejBa Ja ObJaT MPHUETH MO-CKOPO KAaToO MPENOPHKHU 3a
ObJIely U3CIeABAaHUS HA aBTOPA:
1. B Tekcta Ha gucepTamusaTa U OCOOCHO B M3BOJUTE KbM BCSKA OT
riIaBuTe OM MOIVIO MO-700pe Ja ce OTKPOM Bph3KaTra C Te3aTa H
xurore3ure. B MOMeHTa Ta3u Bpb3Ka € pasKpuTa HaW-Beye B
3aKII0YEHUETO. Xy0aBo € J1a MPUCHCTBA U B IPYTUTE YaCTH HA TPY/a.
2. N3cnenBaneTo OW criedenmsio, ako C€ aHAJIU3UpaT MOBEYE SITOHCKH
KOMIAHUW OT Pa3ju4yHU OTpaciu, OINepupanid B YCIOBUSATA Ha
O6mectBo 5.0.
3. UHTepecHo Om Owno B ObJCHIM HM3CICABAaHUS Ha JWCEPTAaHTA IIO
TeMaTa OCBEH MOCOUYCHHUTE B 3aKIFOYEHUETO HACOKH Jla CE€ aHalu3upa
Y BIUSHUETO Ha KYIATYpHHUS (HAaKTOp U MEXKIYKYJITYPHUTE Pa3IAUUS
BBPXY €BOJIIOIMATA HA KOHIIenuaTa 3a O0mectBo 5.0.
4. VM3nom3BaHara JuTepaTypata cienBa Ja ObAe  MO-MPEIU3HO
nojipesieHa Mo a3oydeH peA. YMecTHO Ou OWJI0 TIPHU TOJIKOBA MHOT'O
M3TOYHUIIM T€ J1a ObJIaT TPYINUPAHU MO HAKAKBB KPUTEPHUH.
bux moMmonumyi mo Bpeme Ha 3alMTaTa JAMCEPTAHTHT Ja KOMEHTHpaA
CJIEIHUSI BBIIPOC:

Kak oneHsiBare BBH3MOKHOCTUTE 3a BHEAPSABAHE Ha KOHIEMIUSITA 3a
Obmecteo 5.0 B bearapus? Kakeu Ouxa Owim mpenuMcrBaTta U
MpEeAN3BUKATEIICTBATA 3a OBJITAPCKUs OM3HEC U OBJIrapcKaTa MKOHOMHUKA?

8. 3akJ/iouenue

bescnopno nucepranTsT KoHcTanTrH MBaHOB € MOJIOKWI 3HAYUTEIICH
TPyl 3a Wu3CIeABaHE Ha sMOHCKaTa OW3HEC cpeda B yCIOBUATA Ha
NPUIOKEHUETO HA HOBHUTE TEXHOJOIMM W Hail-B€YE Ha KOHUEMLHMATA 3a
Ob6mectBo 5.0. Kato mMaMm mnpenBuja akTyalHOCTTa Ha pasriiexaHara B
JTUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPyA NpoOieMaTHKa, HaJIUYMEeTO HAa 3HAYUMU HAay4YHU U
HAay4YHO-TIPUJIOKHU TIPUHOCH, KAKTO W MOJIOKEHUTE OT CTpaHa Ha aBTopa



CEPHO3HM M YCHNEIIHM YCWIHS 3a aHajiu3, CUHUTaM, Y€ MPEIJIOKCHUSIT
AUCEepTAallMOHEH TPy, aBTopedeparhT, KaKTO U MyOJMKAIUUTE, HAITbIHO
MOKPHUBAT HALIMOHAIHUTE M3UCKBAHMS, MOPATU KOETO yOETUTEIHO IJIacyBam
»3A% NPUCHKAAHETO HA 00PA30BATEJIHATA U HAYYHA CTEIeH ,,JJOKTOP“ Ha
Koncrantun IlenkoB HMBaHOB N0 HayyHa cHequaJHOCT ,,CBeTOBHO
cronancTtBo 1 MUO* B npodecnonaiHo HanpaBJieHue ,,3.8. UkoHomMuka“.

Codwus, 2 despyapu 2026 r.  Iloamuc: doy. 0-p Hobpocras Monnos
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1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The doctoral candidate Konstantin Ivanov studied under the doctoral
program at the Department of International Economic Relations and Business
of the UNWE in the scientific specialty "World Economy and International
Economic Relations"”, professional field "3.8. Economics” in accordance with
the Order of the Rector of the UNWE No. 1069 / 14.04.2021. The training was
carried out in a regular form during the period 2021-2025. The doctoral
student's scientific supervisor is Prof. Bistra Boeva, D.Sc.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The dissertation submitted for review consists of a title page, table of
contents, introduction, four chapters, conclusion, references, lists of tables and
figures, list of publications and seven appendices. The volume of the work
covers 267 standard pages, of which 198 pages are the main text. The author
has cited more than 300 literary sources in Bulgarian, English and Japanese.



The work contains 16 tables and 13 figures.

Nowadays, the accelerated development of technologies and
digitalization pose serious challenges to companies operating in foreign
markets. In this aspect, the topic of Society 5.0 is particularly relevant, as it
offers a new paradigm for solving social and economic problems, based on the
human beings and their needs, social well-being and sustainable development.
In Society 5.0, technologies and innovations work for the benefit of people.
Originating in Japan, the concept of Society 5.0 goes beyond the Japanese
context and becomes part of the global transition to sustainable, digital and
socially oriented economies. The topic of Society 5.0 arouses academic interest
and provides a conceptual framework for new research. It has the potential to
enrich theories of the information society, the digital economy, international
business and innovation management not only in the Japanese, but also in the
global aspect. The topic is insufficiently developed in the Bulgarian and foreign
literature. The present dissertation fills this gap.

The structure of the dissertation is logically built into four chapters,
following the general to the specific approach and achieving a good balance
between theory and practice.

The introduction consistently, comprehensively and correctly presents the
reasons for choosing the topic, the relevance of the research problem, the object
and subject, the main goal and research tasks, the thesis and hypotheses, the
research methodology, the limitations and the structure of the text. The object
of the dissertation is the strategies for entering the Japanese market of
companies, and the subject — the influence of the concept of Society 5.0 on the
strategies of companies for internationalization. The author proves the thesis
that a prerequisite for the success of companies entering the Japanese market in
the conditions of Society 5.0 is the pursuit of a strategic approach that combines
classical and modern models of internationalization. This thesis is specified in
three hypotheses, the validity of which is verified within the framework of the
study.

The first chapter is theoretical in nature and consistently and
comprehensively presents the essence of corporate internationalization through
leading classical theories, models and strategies, and digitalization with its role
In the transition to Society 5.0. The chapter highlights the author's deep
theoretical knowledge of international business, marketing and strategic
management. The first chapter ends with conclusions, the main of which is that
in the context of modern international business, digitalization and the concept
of Society 5.0, internationalization theories need to be reconsidered and
supplemented in order to be in line with the conditions of today's international



business environment. Internationalization should be considered as an active
strategy for international development in an innovative and social sense.

The second chapter of the dissertation focuses on the essence and
characteristics of the concept of Society 5.0 as a leading factor in the
contemporary Japanese business environment. The benefits of implementing
this concept are presented and discussed, and the connection with the
Sustainable Development Goals is highlighted. The chapter also ends with
conclusions, which comment on the challenges facing companies operating in
the Japanese market.

Chapter three examines the specifics of the Japanese macro- and
microenvironment, as well as the behavior of the contemporary Japanese
consumer. The chapter presents the dissertationist's own vision and expectations
for the contributions of Society 5.0 to the Japanese economy. The author proves
that the Japanese market combines significant market potential with high
requirements for entering companies.

The fourth chapter of the dissertation has a strongly expressed practical
nature. The chapter is divided into two parts. The first part presents the results
of a survey of the level of knowledge of Bulgarian companies on the Japanese
market and the new factors that influence their activities in the context of the
transition to Society 5.0. The second part of the chapter is a case study of the
Japanese company Meiji and its partnership with the Bulgarian "LB
Bulgarikum®. At the end of the chapter, practically significant conclusions are
formulated.

The conclusion summarizes the most important points of the dissertation
and formulates the main conclusions. The arguments proving the main thesis
and the three hypotheses are stated in detail and comprehensively. The
conclusion ends with the author's main contributions and recommendations for
future research on the topic of the dissertation.

The language and style of the presentation are clear and precise. The
cited literary sources are publications by leading authors in the field of
international business, management and marketing, as well as in the field of
new technologies and sustainability. They are correctly used and cited. The
technical layout is at a high level. | believe that the dissertation work is original.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

The main scientific result can be considered the confirmation of the
author's thesis and the three accompanying hypotheses. Established scientific
research methods and analysis models were used, which allowed the author to
conduct an in-depth analysis of the Japanese macro- and microenvironment in
the conditions of transition to Society 5.0, as well as the strategies of companies



for entering and operating in the Japanese market, including an assessment of
the prospects for Bulgarian companies that want to do business in Japan. |
believe that the goal and objectives formulated in the introduction have been
achieved.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

| accept and positively evaluate the scientific and applied scientific
contributions formulated by the dissertation. | could summarize them in the
following directions:

e scientific contributions: current knowledge on a specific problem in the
field of international business has been systematized and enriched,
namely: the need to rethink the process and strategies for
internationalization of companies in the conditions of the modern
international business environment, determined by the accelerated
development of new technologies and the implementation of
sustainability goals;

e scientific and applied contributions: an in-depth analysis of the Japanese
market was carried out in the context of Society 5.0, an own empirical
study of Bulgarian companies entering Japan was conducted and a case
study for a Japanese company was developed, with the results of the
study serving to formulate practically significant conclusions and
recommendations to internationalizing companies.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

The abstract presents 3 publications. All of them are in English and on
the topic of the dissertation, presenting in greater detail individual parts of the
dissertation. One publication is an article in an established scientific journal,
and the other two are reports from international scientific conferences. | believe
that the texts are original and I give a positive assessment of the publications.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract is offered in Bulgarian and English and presents in a concise
form the most important moments of the dissertation work. It contains a
reference to the main scientific and applied contributions and a list of
publications on the topic of the dissertation. | believe that the structure of the
abstract meets the requirements and | give a positive assessment of its text and
technical layout.



7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

Some critical remarks can be made to the reviewed dissertation work,
which, however, do not diminish the high scientific value of the work and
should be accepted rather as recommendations for future research by the author:

1. In the text of the dissertation and especially in the conclusions to each
chapter, the connection with the thesis and hypotheses could be better
highlighted. Currently, this connection is revealed mostly in the
conclusion. It is good to have it present in the other parts of the work
as well.

2. The study would benefit from analyzing more Japanese companies
from different industries operating in the context of Society 5.0.

3. It would be interesting in future research by the dissertation on the
topic, in addition to the guidelines indicated in the conclusion, to
analyze the influence of the -cultural factor and intercultural
differences on the evolution of the concept of Society 5.0.

4. The literature used should be more precisely arranged in alphabetical
order. With so many sources, it would be appropriate to group them
according to some criterion.

I would ask the dissertation candidate to comment on the following

guestion during the defense:

How do you assess the opportunities for implementing the concept of

Society 5.0 in Bulgaria? What would be the advantages and challenges for
Bulgarian business and the Bulgarian economy?

8. Conclusion

Undoubtedly, the dissertation candidate Konstantin Ivanov has put in
considerable effort to study the Japanese business environment in the context of
the application of new technologies and, above all, the concept of Society 5.0.
Considering the relevance of the issues considered in the dissertation, the
presence of significant scientific and applied scientific contributions, as well as
the serious and successful efforts made by the author for analysis, | believe that
the proposed dissertation, the abstract, and the publications fully meet the
national requirements, which is why | vote convincingly "YES" the awarding
of the educational and scientific degree "PhD" to Konstantin Tsenkov
Ivanov in the scientific specialty ""World Economy and International
Economic Relations' in the professional field "*3.8. Economics™.

Sofia, February 2, 2026. Signature: Assoc. Prof. Dobroslav Mollov, PhD
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