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OTtHOCHO: oucepmayuornern mpyo 3a npucwvocoane na OHC ,, 0okmop‘“ no IIH 3.6.
Ilpaso, nayuna cneyuarnocm ,, M306pemamencko, a8mopcKko u NameHmHo
npaso ““ kvm xkameopa ,, Yacmuonpaenu nayxu “ npu FOpuouuecku axyimem

na YHCC.
ABTOp Ha nucepraunoHHus Tpya:  Kanuna Mumkosa [[umosa
Tema Ha TUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYI: ,IIPABO BHPXY IIPOMULLIJIEH JIU3AUH”

OcHogaHue 3a TIPEACTAaBSIHE HAa CTAHOBMILETO: Y4acTHE B ChCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO XKYpH IO
3alMUTa Ha JUcepTamoHHus Tpya chbriacHo 3amosen Ne 433 ot 13.02.2026 na Pektopa Ha
YHCC.

1. Undopmanus 3a 1ucepraHTa

JlucepTaHThT ce € o0yuyaBai o JOKTOpCKa nporpama ,./300pemamencko, agmopcko
u namewmuo npaso‘‘ KeM kam. ,, Yacmuonpasnu Hayku “ MO PHKOBOJCTBOTO Ha npog. O.H.
JKuexo Hsanos /[pacanos, ceriacuo 3anoen Ha Pextopa ma YHCC Ne 1088/13.05.2020.
OObyuenuero e B pedosra hopma mipe3 nepuoaa ot 22.04.2020 no 22.04.2023 B IOpuanuecku
¢dakynrer Ha YHCC.

2. OO0ma xapakTepuCcTHKA Ha NPeICTABCHHUs JMCePTAIMOHEH TPy

[IpencraBeHUAT MM 3a CTAHOBHMILE TUCEPTALMOHEH TPYJ CE€ OTHACS /10 €JHAa HE camo
aKTyallHa, HO ¥ MHOT'0ACIlleKTHa, MHTepAUCIHUILTHHApHA TpobieMaTHKa, CBbp3aHa ¢ IpaBHaTa
3aKpuiia Ha MPOMHUIIUICHHUS U3aiiH, KaTo 00EKT Ha UHTEJEKTyallHa COOCTBEHOCT, M HEropara
3HAYMTEIHA POJI 3a IMOBHIIABaHE Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha OM3HECa M HErOBHTE
€CTeTHYECKH U3Ibp)KaHu MPOTYKTH, TPEeJHA3HAYCHH J]a TpadHAT OKOTO Ha IOTPEOUTENS U J1a
00yCJIOBAT PELICHUETO MY 3a MOKYIKa. AKTyaJHOCTTa Ha Temara ce o0yciaBsi HE caMoO OT
3anoyHanaTa npe3 2020 ronvHa U Bce olle pa3BuBaiiara ce pepopma Ha auzaitHa Ha EC, HO
U OT YCKOPEHOTO pa3BUTHE HA ChbBPEMEHHHUTE TEXHOJIOTMH MPHU MACHBHOTO HM3IOJ3BaHE Ha
M3KYCTBEH HWHTENEKT, KOETO TIIOCTaBsi HOBH MPEIU3BUKATEIICTBA Ipel AW3aHEPUTE W
IpUTEXKATENNUTE Ha MpaBa BbpXy NpoMulieH au3aiiH. C ornen Ha npeacrosuiara pegopma B
HaAI[MOHAJHOTO 3aKOHOJIaTEJICTBO B 001acTTa Ha AU3aiiHUTE € He0OXOJUMO U3BBPILIBAHETO HA
3a1bJI004YEH M KPUTHUYEH aHAJIM3 HE CaMO Ha JelcTBaliaTa HOpMaTHBHA ypenda, HO U Ha
MpaKTHKaTa Ha BBArapckoTo maTeHTHO BEIOMCTBO M Ha CHIWIMINATA, PEIABAIH CIIOPOBE,
CBBP3aHU C MIPABOTO BbPXY MPOMUIIICH TU3aiiH.

ETo 3amo aBTOPBT cuM € MOCTaBWJI 3a IIeJ Ja HamnpaBu BCceoOXBaTeH aHalU3 Ha
MIPABOTO BBPXY MPOMUIIUIEH JW3aifH KaTo MOCOYM HETOBUTE XapaKTEPUCTHKHU U CIICLU(PHKH,
pasrpaHydyaBalld ro OT JApPYTM MpaBa Ha HHTEJEKTyajHa COOCTBEHOCT; Ja aHalIU3Mpa
0CcOOEHOCTUTE, CBBP3aHM C HErOBOTO MOpaXKAaHE, PA3MOpexIaHETO W HpekpatsBane. U
BCHYKO TOBA B €IMH CPABHUTEIHONPABEH aHAIM3 MEXIy HaIlMOHAIHATA MpaBHA ypenda u
MpaKTUKa 3a 3aKpuja Ha MPOMUIUICHUS AW3aiH M W3MCKBAaHUATa B Ta3M HAcokKa Ha



€BPOIEHCKOTO MPaBO M MPAKTHKA, KaTO HA Ta3d OCHOBA C€ MPELEHH HEeOOXOIUMOCTTa OT
U3BbpIIBAHE HA aJ€KBAaTHU HAIMOHAJIHM 3aKOHOJATEIHM IIPOMEHUM U KOPUTHpaHE Ha
aJIMMHHUCTpaTUBHATA U ChJIeOHA MpakTUKaTa B briarapus.

JlcepTalMOHHUAT TPy, KOWTO € B 00eM OT Haja 242 CTpaHWIH, KaTO OCHOBHUST
TeKCT € 227 crtpanunu, BriatouBam] 533 Oenexxku mnox jguHHA, 119 unHbopmanmoHHM
W3TOYHHIINA, OT KOUTO 83 OBJIrapcku U 36 aHTIIMHACKHU, MPEACTABISABA €IHO U3YEPIIATEITHO U
GbyHaupaHO H3CleBaHE Ha MOCTaBeHaTa TeMa, CBHP3aHO C peaulia pe3ysTaTd, HUMAaIlH
IIPUHOCEH XapakTep.

3. OneHka Ha NOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHU M HAYYHO-TPUJIOKHHU Pe3yJITaTH

B nbpBa rnaBa e HampaBeH MCTOPUYECKH aHAINW3 HA Pa3BUTUETO HA HALMOHAIHOTO
3aKOHOJATENICTBO B OO0JacTTa Ha 3aKpuja Ha MPOMUILICHHS JTU3aiH, MOBJIUSIHO OT
HacTosmaTra pegopma B mpaBHATa 3aKpuiia HA WHIAYCTPHATHUTE Au3aiiHu Ha EBpornelickus
cbt03. M3cneaBanu ca MpUIMKUATE U PA3JIMKUTE HA IMPOMMILICHUS IU3AailH C ThPrOBCKHUTE
MapKd B 3aBUCHUMOCT OT TeXHUTE (YHKIMH, KaTo ce oOpblla BHUMAHWE HA TOBa, 4Ye €
JOMYCTUMO €IIMH M ChIIM O0EKT Ja MOJIy4H 3aKpuiia [0 peaa U Ha JBara 3akoHa. HampaBeH e
CpaBHUTEIICH aHATM3 MEXIY MPOMUIIICHUAT AU3aliH U U300peTeHUsTa, KaTo ce U3THKBA, 4e
MIPOMUIUICHHUS TU3alH M0 CHIIECTBO MMa €CTeTUYecKa, a He TexHuuyecka GyHkuus. OcobeHo
BHUMaHHE € OTJIEJICHO U Ha ChIIOCTAaBKATa MEXAY IPOMULUICHUS OU3aliH U OOEKTUTE Ha
aBTOPCKOTO MPaBO, KAaTO IMPaBUJIHO C€ apryMEHTHpa ce, Y€ 3aKpujiaTa Ha IPOMHILIICHUS
Iu3aiiH menu aa o0e3nedd 3ammraTa Ha OOCKTH, KOMUTO OOMYaifHO MMAaT YTWIMTapeH
XapakTep U ca IpeJHa3HAaYeHH 3a MacoOBO MPOM3BOACTBO, KOETO OOSCHSBA U IMO-KPaTKUS
CPOK Ha 3aKpWJia B CpPaBHEHHE C OOEKTUTE Ha aBTOPCKOTO MpaBo. CPaBHUTEIHUAT aHAIH3 C
EBpomneiickoTo mpaBo 3a 3akpwia Ha JAu3ailHa BOJAM JO BApHATa Te3a Ha aBTOpa, ue
nepuHUIMATa 3a npoMuluieH au3aiid B 31Ip/] He kopecnoHupa HAMTBIHO HA Je(UHULUATA,
3anoxena B Jlupextuna 98/71/EO.

B mwppBa rnmaBa ce uscneaBaT MU KPUTEPUHUTE ,,HOBOCT™ W ,,OpUTMHAIHOCT 3a
IIPEIOCTABsIHE HA 3aKpWja Ha MPOMMIUICHMS JW3alH B CBIOCTABUTEIEH AaHAJIU3 C
EBpomneickoTo npaso 3a 3akpuiia Ha Ju3aiiHa, KaTO ca HAIPAaBEHU aJ€KBAaTHU MPEJI0KEHUS
3a  3ambjBaHe Ha NPOMYCKM B OBIrapcKOTO 3aKOHOAATEICTBO M 33 HETOBOTO
YCHBBPIICHCTBAHE.

Bropa rnaBa BkIIOYBA aHaJINW3 Ha MPOM3BOACTBOTO IO PETUCTPALUs HA MPOMHUIUIEH
nu3aiiH B bearapckoro marentHo BenomctBo (BIIB) m 3a MexayHapojgHa perucrpanus Ha
Iu3aiiHUTE. ABTOPBT YCHEIIHO H3CJIEJBA M IIOKa3Ba MHOXKECTBO IIPOTHBOpEYHs U
HECHOTBETCTBUS Ha bbArapckoro mnpaBo MO 3akpuja Ha IPOMUIUIEHUTE AW3alHU C
EBpormelickoTo mpaBo, KOMUTO B €JHHM ClIy4yaul OrpaHM4YaBaT IIpaBaTa Ha YY>KICCTPAHHUTE
3asBUTENM, a B JAPYTU CilIydau ca B yHIbpO Ha OBArapcKuTe 3asBUTENM, KAaTo IPaBU
IIPEIIOKEHUS 3a TAXHOTO 3aKOHOAATEITHO OTCTPaHIBAaHE.

Tpera rnaBa pasriaex/a gocta HOApOOHO 3aKOHOBUTE OCHOBAHUS 3a MIPEKpaTsBaHE Ha
JEMCTBUETO U 3AJIMYaBAaHE HA PETUCTPALMTA HA IPOMUIIIEH AU3aiiH U IPaBHUTE MOCIEIULU
OT TOBa, KaTO € U3BBPIIEH M TYK CPABHUTEIHOINPABEH aHAJIU3 MEX]y HAIMOHATHOTO U
€BpOMENCKOTO 3aKoHojaaTencTBO. IIpenBuj Ha ToBa ca (OpMYyITUpaHH KOHKPETHH
npeaioxkeHus 3a usmenenue Ha 3lIp/I.

Bcenuky  chIECTBEHHM pe3ynTaTH M HSAKOM OOIIM M3BOJM M KOHCTaTallud OT
U3cleIBaHMATa Ha aBTOopa ca 0000IeHN B 3aKJIFOYUTENIHATA YacT Ha JUCEPTalUATa, KbAETO
ca H3BEACHM IIO-CBHIIECTBEHUTE IPUHOCHM MOMEHTH U ca pE3IOMHpPAHU Hal-BaKHUTE
npennoxenus de lege ferenda 3a u3mMeHenue Ha OBIATapcKOTO 3aKOHOJATENICTBO 3a 3aKpuia



Ha IPOMMUIIJICHNUTE JU3alHH.

Te3u pesynratu B 3HAUMTENHA CTENEH MOKPUBAT M3I'BJIHEHUETO HA IOCTABEHUTE B
JUCEPTALIMOHHMS TPYA LI U 33/1a4d U TH OLEHSABAM MOJI0KHUTEIHO.

4. OuneHka HA HAYYHHUTE M HAYYHO-NIPUJIOKHHM IIPUHOCH

ABTOppT € (Qopmynupan 17 HayuyHM MW HayYHO-NIPWIOXKHH MPUHOCH Ha
JTUCEPTALUOHHUS TPYA.

B mnpocnensBane Ha HMCTOPUYECKOTO pa3BUTHUE Ha 3aKpWilaTa HAa MPOMUILICHHUS
IM3aiiH, B ONpeeNsHe Ha ChIBPKAHUETO M XaAPAKTEPUCTUKHUTE Ha JePUHHULUATA 3a
MIPOMUIUICH JIM3aiiH M CHIIOCTAaBKAaTa My C IPYTrUTe 0OEKTH Ha MHTEJIEKTyallHa COOCTBEHOCT,
CE ChCTOSIT U OCHOBHUTE HAYYHH IIPUHOCH HA IUCEPTAHTA.

KbM Hay4HO-IIPUIIOKHUTE MPUHOCH MOXEM Jla OTHECEM TE3U, HAPABEHU B €IUH
CPaBHUTEITHOIIPABEH aHAJIM3 MEXy HallMOHAJIHATA MpaBHA ypenda M MpakTHKa 3a 3aKpHiia
Ha IPOMMILIEHUS AW3alH M WM3UCKBAaHUATA B Ta3d HACOKa Ha EBPOIEUCKOTO NIpaBO U
[IpaKTUKa, KOUTO BOJAT 1O MpPEJIOKEHHUSATAa Ha aBTOpa OT W3BBPILIBAHE Ha aJIeKBaTHU
HAI[MOHAJTHU 3aKOHOJATEHH MPOMEHH U KOPUTHMpaHE Ha aJIMUHUCTPATHBHATAa U ChIcOHA
IpaKkTHKaTa B bearapus.

CuunraM, 4ye MOCOYEHUTE HAYYHU M HAYYHO-NPUJIOKHHU MPUHOCH Ca JOCTAaThUHU 3a
€IMH JUCEPTAalMOHEH TPYA U I'Ml IpUEMaM HaITbJIHO.

5. Ouenka Ha ny0/JTUKAIMUTE MO0 JUCEPTALUATA

CuurtaM, 4e MOCOYECHHUTE 3 CaAaMOCTOATENHU IMyOJIMKAIlMU ca B YHHCOH C TeMara Ha
JUcepTanusaTa M HayyHaTa CIEMUANTHOCT M JOKa3BaT CIOCOOHOCTTa Ha JMCEpTaHTa Ja
U3BbpIIBA CAMOCTOATEIHN HAY4YHHU W3CJIEABAHMS U Jia Mpeasiara ONpelesIeHH PelIeHUs Ha
CBILECTBYBAIlM MpoOieMH B OBIrapcKOTO 3aKOHOJATEICTBO M MpaKTHKa B oOJiacTTa Ha
MHTEJIEKTya HaTa COOCTBEHOCT M IMO-CHEIHAJHO B IPaBHATa 3aKpuja Ha MPOMUILICHUS
nu3aiig. [lyOnukanuure nprueMam HarbJIHO U TH OLICHSIBAM MOJIOKUTEITHO.

6. Ounenxa Ha aBTOpedepara

ABTOpedeparsT, npeacTaBeH B 06eM oT 1o 30 cTpaHuy Ha OBJITapCKU M aHTIIUICKH,
ChJIbpKalll BCHUYKM HEOOXOAMMH pPYOpPHKM Ha H3JI0KEHME Ha JUCEPTAllMOHHUS TPy,
BKJIFOYMTEIHO NPUHOCUTE M IMyOJUKAalMMTE Ha aBTOpa, JaBa IBUIOCTHA NpeAcTaBa Ha
u3cieBaHaTa TeMaTHKa U OTroBaps 3110 Ha u3nckBanusara Ha YHCC.

7. Kputn4yHm 0esIe:KKH, NPenopbKH M BHIIPOCH

CrpuiecTBeHH O€NeXKU KbM JUCEPTAlMOHHUS TPyJA HsAMaM, HO OMX HampaBWJI €]Ha
Ipernopbka KbM AMCEPTaHTa, a MMEHHO Ja YBEJIMYM 3HAYMTEIHO NyOJIMKallMOHHATa CU
JIEWHOCT B PCHOMUPAHU CIIHUCAHUA U TO HA AHTJIMHCKU.

8. 3axkurouenme

WNmaliku npeaBua ropensiioKeHOTO, KaKTO M JIMYHUTE KauyecTBa Ha JOKTOpaHTa,
HEropara IIpenoJaBareicka JeHHOCT, YYacTHETO My B MHOXKECTBO HALIMOHAJIHU U
MEXIYHApOAHU NPOEKTH U (POPYMH, MPAKTUYECKUS OMUT B 00JacTTa Ha MHTENEKTyaHaTa
COOCTBEHOCT, CUMTAM Y€ ca HAIWIE BCUUKU M3MCKBAHUS U MpeajaramM Ha yBakaeMOTO XKypH
Ha Kanuna Mumkoea /lumoea na 6vae npucbaena OHC ,,qnokTop* mo HayyHa CreuaaIHOCT
,,JI3o0perarencko, aBTopcko U nareHTHO npaso™ no ITH 3.6. IIpaso 8 YHCC.

Codwus, 16.03.2026 J B (6)1130% (N



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

OPINION

By: Prof. Dr. Stefan Angelov Stefanov
Technical University-Sofia
PN 3.7. Administration and Management
Scientific specialty: Economics and Management (Intellectual Property)

Regarding:  dissertation for awarding the ONS "doctor" in PN 3.6. Law,
scientific specialty "Invention, Copyright and Patent Law" at the Department
of "Private Law" at the Faculty of Law of the UNWE.

Author of the dissertation: Kalina Mitkova Dimova
Topic of the dissertation: "INDUSTRIAL DESIGN LAW"

Basis for submitting the opinion: participation in the scientific jury for the defence of the
dissertation in accordance with Order No. 433 of 13.02.2026 of the Rector of the UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The dissertation candidate studied under the doctoral program "Invention, Copyright
and Patent Law" at the Department of "Private Law" under the supervision of Prof. Dr.
Zhivko Ivanov Draganov, in accordance with the Order of the Rector of the UNWE No.
1088/13.05.2020. The training is in full-time form during the period from 22.04.2020 to
22.04.2023 at the Faculty of Law of the UNWE.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation work

The dissertation work submitted to me for opinion concerns not only a current, but
also a multi-faceted, interdisciplinary issue related to the legal protection of industrial design,
as an object of intellectual property, and its significant role in increasing the competitiveness
of business and its aesthetically pleasing products, designed to catch the eye of the consumer
and determine his purchase decision. The relevance of the topic is determined not only by the
EU design reform that began in 2020 and is still developing, but also by the accelerated
development of modern technologies in the massive use of artificial intelligence, which poses
new challenges for designers and holders of industrial design rights. In view of the upcoming
reform of national legislation in the field of designs, it is necessary to conduct a thorough and
critical analysis not only of the current regulatory framework, but also of the practice of the
Bulgarian Patent Office and the courts resolving disputes related to industrial design rights.
Therefore, the author has set himself the goal of making a comprehensive analysis of
industrial design rights by indicating its characteristics and specifics, distinguishing it from
other intellectual property rights; to analyse the features related to its creation, disposition
and termination. And all this in a comparative legal analysis between the national legal
framework and practice for the protection of industrial designs and the requirements in this



direction of European law and practice, on this basis assessing the need to make adequate
national legislative changes and correct the administrative and judicial practice in Bulgaria.

The dissertation, which is over 242 pages long, with the main text being 227 pages,
including 533 footnotes, 119 information sources, of which 83 Bulgarian and 36 English,
represents a comprehensive and well-founded study of the topic, associated with several
results of a contributing nature.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The first chapter provides a historical analysis of the development of national
legislation in the field of industrial design protection, influenced by the current reform of the
legal protection of industrial designs in the European Union. The similarities and differences
between industrial designs and trademarks are examined depending on their functions, with
attention being paid to the fact that it is permissible for the same object to receive protection
under both laws. A comparative analysis is made between industrial design and inventions,
emphasizing that industrial design essentially has an aesthetic, not a technical, function.
Attention is also paid to the comparison between industrial design and copyright objects,
correctly arguing that the protection of industrial design aims to ensure the protection of
objects that are usually utilitarian in nature and intended for mass production, which also
explains the shorter term of protection compared to copyright objects. The comparative
analysis with the European Design Protection Law leads to the author's correct thesis that the
definition of industrial design in the Industrial Design Protection Act does not fully
correspond to the definition set out in Directive 98/71/EC.

The first chapter also examines the criteria of "novelty" and "originality" for granting
industrial design protection in a comparative analysis with the European Design Protection
Law, and adequate proposals are made for filling gaps in the Bulgarian legislation and for its
improvement.

The second chapter includes an analysis of the proceedings for registration of
industrial designs in the Bulgarian Patent Office (BPO) and for international registration of
designs. The author successfully researches and shows numerous contradictions and
inconsistencies of the Bulgarian Design Protection Law with European law, which in some
cases limit the rights of foreign applicants, and in other cases are to the detriment of
Bulgarian applicants, making proposals for their legislative removal.

The third chapter examines in considerable detail the legal grounds for termination
and cancellation of the registration of an industrial design and the legal consequences thereof,
and a comparative legal analysis between national and European legislation has been carried
out here as well. In view of this, specific proposals for amending the Industrial Design Act
have been formulated.

All significant results and some general conclusions and findings from the author's
research are summarized in the final part of the dissertation, where the more significant
contributions are highlighted and the most important proposals de lege ferenda for amending
the Bulgarian legislation on the protection of industrial designs are summarized.

These results largely cover the implementation of the goals and objectives set in the
dissertation work and I evaluate them positively.



4. Assessment of scientific and scientific-applied contributions

The author has formulated 17 scientific and applied scientific contributions of the
dissertation.

The main scientific contributions of the dissertation consist in tracing the historical
development of the protection of industrial design, in determining the content and
characteristics of the definition of industrial design and its comparison with other objects of
intellectual property.

To the scientific and applied contributions, we can attribute all these made in a
comparative legal analysis between the national legal framework and practice for the
protection of industrial designs and the requirements in this direction of European law and
practice, which lead to the author's proposals for making adequate national legislative
changes and correcting the administrative and judicial practice in Bulgaria.

I believe that the indicated scientific and applied scientific contributions are sufficient
for a dissertation and I fully accept them.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications

I believe that the above-mentioned 3 independent publications are in line with the
topic of the dissertation and the scientific specialty and prove the ability of the dissertation
candidate to conduct independent scientific research and to propose certain solutions to
existing problems in Bulgarian legislation and practice in the field of intellectual property
and in particular in the legal protection of industrial design. I fully accept the publications
and evaluate them positively.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract, presented in a volume of 30 pages in Bulgarian and English, containing
all the necessary rubrics for the presentation of the dissertation work, including the author's
contributions and publications, provides a comprehensive overview of the research topic and
fully meets the requirements of the UNWE.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

I have no significant comments on the dissertation work, but I would make one
recommendation to the dissertation candidate, namely, to significantly increase his
publication activity in reputable journals, and in English.

8. Conclusion

Considering the above, as well as the personal qualities of the doctoral student, his
teaching activities, his participation in numerous national and international projects and
forums, and his practical experience in the field of intellectual property, I believe that all
requirements are met and I propose to the esteemed jury that Kalina Mitkova Dimova be
awarded the ONS "doctor" in the scientific specialty "Invention, Copyright and Patent Law"
in Professional Direction 3.6. Law at the UNWE.

Sofia, 16.03.2026 Signature: ..............ooeeinnnl.



